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A Message from Chris Berry 

Pioneer District President 
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It's Reunion Week! 
What to know before you join us at this week's District 

Convention 

 

Greetings Pioneer!   

 

When the conference committee first started the planning 

for the 2022 Spring Convention in January, I had thought 

with all of the concerns around gathering together that we 

might have 100 attendees for the Great Reunion weekend. 

At last count, we have doubled that number with over 200 

people making plans to attend the Pioneer District Spring 

Convention.  
 

The Pioneer District board has had many conversations on how to keep everyone safe from the 

spread of Covid-19 during this event. The Board has adopted a policy similar to BHS that all 

participants have either been vaccinated or had a negative test within 72 hours from the start of 

the event that will need to be shown to get your registration badge. There will be a link on the 

District website to upload a copy of your vaccination card to speed up the registration process. 

Finally to answer the question whether to mask or not to mask, there is not currently a mask 

mandate in Grand Rapids but the Board encourages you to wear a mask during this weekend 

event. 

 

I'm looking forward to hearing all 16 quartets sing live on stage for the first time in over two 

years on Saturday. We have 14 quartets from the Pioneer District singing at this competition 

with an additional four quartets singing from out of District. 

 

I can't wait to hear what non-competing quartets, VLQs, and choruses are going to be singing 

on Friday nights Singfest. I think it's a great opportunity for everyone to demonstrate that 

although we've been apart for several years, music truly does bring this together. Between the 

Tag Contest on Saturday on all of the Classes / Workshops that are being offered (including a 

coaching under glass) I'm not sure that I'm going to be sleeping much that weekend. 

 

But I think the most exciting thing about the last weekend in April is that I'm going to be able to 

see all of you once again! 

 

 

Sincerely,  

Chris Berry 

Pioneer District President  
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Read previous president updates by CLICKING HERE 
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Check out all the events at this weekend's Great Reunion 
   

 

  

 

View Schedule on the Pioneer Website  
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Shoreline Quartet looks to capture first District Youth 

Quartet championship 
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Left to right: Cole Carey (Br), Kayla Reed (L), 

Caleb Downey (Bs), Maddie Cooper (T) 

 

When you talk to Cole Carey, it seems like he’s got it all figured out.  

 

Started barbershopping at seven, joined the society at eight. Sang on an international stage 

four times—three with The Voice youth chorus and once with Grand Rapids. Put together a 

youth quartet that took fifth place in the international junior varsity youth quartet championship 

in 2020. Started and directed a youth chorus in his hometown of Cadillac to attract other young 

singers to his favorite hobby in 2021.  

 

And in just under a week, his new quartet, Shoreline, will compete in the Pioneer District’s first 

youth quartet championship against nothing but their own expectations.  

 

The quartet, made up of Cole, fellow Cadillac High Schooler Caleb Downey, Ludington High 

School student Maddie Cooper and Kayla Reed of West Shore Community College, have all 

been musicians for their entire lives. Just a week before their debut at the Pioneer District, I had 

the chance to sit down with Cole, Caleb and Kayla to get to know more about the quartet before 

they cross the district stage. 

 

Read the full interview on the Pioneer Website. 
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Looking for some family fun in Grand Rapids? 
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Check out this video from Experience Grand Rapids and Dream Grand and Go! 
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Where the Good Times Are: City Lights in Concert 
 

 

  

City Lights to present second annual chapter show  

  

For the first time in three years, the City Lights Chorus will take the stage in the beautiful 

sanctuary of Hilltop Church in Northville for their second annual chapter show. The chorus, 

which has qualified for the 2022 international convention, will debut their contest set alongside 
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several other new songs featuring stylings of vocal jazz, barbershop and more! The show will 

feature two internationally competitive quartets in Quorum and Girl Talk.  

 

Where the Good Times Are 

7 p.m. Saturday, May 21 

Hilltop Church of the Nazarene 

  

Doors open at 6:30 p.m.  

 

Tickets are $20 and are available at www.citylightschorus.com or at the door. If you have a 

physical ticket from our 2019 show, that will work as well. Group and student pricing is available 

at citylightschorus.com 
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