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Great Lakes Ghorus, Power Play

By Staff Writer Jim Styer

alanced sound brought the
GREAT LAKES CHORUS an-
other district championship
at the spring convention in Battle
Creek. The Grand Rapids chorus
succeeds Lansing as district champ,
and also will represent the district
at International competition this
summer. The 39 men were led by
Jamie Carey, who answered the call
for “Help!” and stepped in tempo-
rarily after the recent resignation of
Ann Jarchow. Carey had been
Lansing’s director until last year.
Grand Rapids scored 869 points,
the same number of points as in
last fall’s contest.
Contest highlights also included

two other choruses directed by
women and two non-competing
choruses.

With a solid sound from the
first note, the HURON VALLEY
HARMONIZERS, directed by Lynne
Peirce, continued its strong march
upward in music and membership
to place second, just 57 points be-
hind Grand Rapids.

The next major duty for the
chorus will be to represent the dis-
trict in the first small-chorus com-
petition at the Buckeye Invitational
in August in Columbus, Ohio.
Huron Valley placed seventh last
spring with 22 men, fourth in the
fall with 23 men, and second this

(Continued on page 13)

By Staff Writer Jim Styer

OWER PLAY again reached
Pinto the hearts of the audi-

ence and pulled out another
loving send-off to International
competition. The Slamka family
quartet earned 2,046 points in the
Pioneer District spring contest,
their highest-yet qualifying score
yet on the way to still-more star-
dom this summer in Kansas City.

In a contest studded with quar-
tet stars and starry-eyed quartets,
POWER PLAY stayed down to earth
with songs of basic feeling. Lead
Mike Slamka made listeners feel he
was really hurting in “For Sale, One
Broken Heart.” The link with the
audience continued throughout the
remaining three competition songs.
“They grab your heart,” said an on
looking chorus director, “and tear it
out” Their moves aren’t just
moves: put a hand out, now bring it
back in.

Their moves are part of their en-
tire presence on stage, feeling and
selling the songs, so much a part of
their presentation that the audience
really never notices them. The audi-
ence experiences not the motions,
but the emotions.

For their acceptance song,

(Continued on page 20)
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he Pioneer District has hon-
ored three Barbershoppers for
their work in chapter public rela-
tions and marketing in 1999.
First-place Public Relations Offi-
cer of the Year (PROTY) awards
went to:

® Jack W. Oonk of Holland for a
single effort, a fund-raising cam-
paign to expand usage of the
chapter’s theater building as a
community arts facility.

® Paul Smith of Flint for vatious
activities in promoting the chap-
ter throughout the year.

Darrell Richmond of Huron Val-
ley earned second place in the year-
around category.

The awards were presented at
the district spring convention in
Battle Creek. All three award win-
ners will be entered in the Interna-
tional PR contest.

The entrants did excellent jobs
and were well qualified as entrants,
according to judges Joyce Ryan,
long-time editor/publisher of the
Battle Creek Shopper-News, a commu-
nity news weekly; Doug Pearson,
district VP for marketing who
works in the PR field; and Roger
Lewis, Society Executive VP, whose
Barbershop and professional careers
have included writing and market-
ng.

Jack W. Oonk, Holland
Oonk, 70, a newspaper and market-
ing retiree who also is part of an ex-
tended Barbershop family, was
nominated by Art Lane, last year’s
winner of a district and international
PR award. “It is more than public
relations,” Lane wrote about Oonk.
“It is the actual leadership of having
a good idea, working out the details,

getting other people to help and
seeing it through. We are fortunate
to have a man like Jack who can in-
spire the chapter to work and make
it fun, and he has been doing it on
projects big and small for 50 years.”

Oonk, a 50-year Society member,
conceived and supervised a multi-
facetted “Preservation Through
Performance” program to raise
funds to develop the Park Theatre

Jack W. Oonk

downtown — which the chapter
had purchased — as a performance
center for the whole community.

The chapter had refurbished the
theatre — vacant for 14 years — for
meetings and rehearsals, but didn’t
know how to carry its dream fur-
ther. Oonk developed a seven-page
“manifesto” to make the theater a
center where “great music of the
past will be preserved through per-
formance ... from opera to vaude-
ville to Barbershop.”

He organized a committee, de-
vised events at the theater to show
members and the community the
potential, spurred enthusiasm with

challenges and parties, held audi-
tions and talent nights, and designed
and produced posters, letters, tick-
ets, pledge cards, and a color bro-
chure on the theater’s history.
Wives also were involved. The me-
dia took notice. The chapter invited
possible donors to a major commu-
nity dinner show at the theater, fea-
turing varied types of talent from
throughout the community. Two-
hundred persons attended. By the
end of 1999, more than $40,000 had
been raised.

Now, with part of that as seed
money, a professional fund-raiser
has been hired to help reach a goal
that has been doubled to $1 million.
The chapter is continuing to refur-
bish the theater and plan more
shows.

Oonk “is at his best when he
finds the seed of an idea, then runs
with it, coming up with sometimes
amazing, sometimes unreachable,
but often brilliant ideas on how to
promote events and change them
from ho-hum to ‘Oh, Wow,”” wrote
James Hall, chapter development
vice president. Oonk “promoted
and chaired an effort that was and
still is the talk of our town,” chapter
member Dale Bekker added.

Paul Smith, Flint

A recently retired General Mo-
tors engineer, Smith has been a Bar-
bershopper for 10 years, has 15
Men of Note awards, was Flint
Chapter president for two years,
and has been PR chairman for more
than a year.

His nomination for the PR
award was submitted by Ed Wracan,
chapter president, and John Note-
ware, musical director. His activities

(Continued on page 12)
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Todd Wilson's Barbershopper's Wish List

By Todd Wilson, 27-year member of SPEBSQSA,
International quartet (Acoustix) and chorus (Vocal
Majority) champions, and SPEBSQSA COTS-Certified
Instructor of Marketing & PR.

Remﬁﬁ/ I served on the faculty of the Ontario District COTS
school, where I tanght Marketing & PR classes. I was also
asked to present the annual “keynote address” to the entire stu-
dent body and faculty on Friday night. Much to my surprise, the
presentation went over very well. This is the conclusion of that ad-
dress.

Part I1
SHOWS

27.1 envision a time when more Society chapters realize
that producing a top notch annual show can become
the single best marketing tool to attract new members
and other outside bookings throughout the year.

28. 1 envision a day when more barbershop choruses
understand that you really can charge more than $8.00
for a ticket to their show and still fill seats. In my travels
as a member of a show quartet (CLASS OF THE ’80S and
ACOUSTIX), I have sung on all kinds of shows in all
kinds of venues. The ticket prices have ranged any-
where from $5.00 to $50.00 for special patron seating. I
have seen shows where at $5.00 a ticket, the chapter
sold half the house and the chapters with a $20.00
ticket price (with usually a better production) sold every
seat in the house.

29. 1 see a time when more Barbershop choruses actu-
ally advertise their shows to the general public instead
of relying on friends and family members to fill the
seats.

30. I envision a day when more chapters discover the
potential “gold mine” that comes with selling ad space
in their show program. Case in point: Several years ago
(the first time we did their show), the Wooster (Ohio)
Chapter hired two international champion quartets —
ACOUSTIX and the BLUEGRASS STUDENT UNION on
the same show at $5.00 per ticket. They packed the
house and covered all the expenses with program ad
revenues. The ticket sales were all profit. This proved to
be so successful that they hired ACOUSTIX again, this
time with MARQUIS sharing the stage. It can be done.

31. Don’t we all hope for a day when more than 80 per-
cent of our ticket sales come from more than 20 per-

cent of the members?

32. 1 envision a day when more Barbershop chapters
join forces with other non-Barbershop musical organi-
zations in the community to produce a concert that ex-
poses Barbershop to other segments of the population
that otherwise would have never heard our music.

33. 1 envision a day when more choruses put a greater
emphasis on having a quality sound system and profes-
sional sound engineer at public performances instead of
relying on the system that was installed in the days of
O. C. Cash and run by a kid from the local high school.

34. 1 envision a time when more Society chapters con-
sider hiring top-notch Sweet Adelines International or
Harmony, Inc., quartets or choruses to participate in
their annual show or, better yet, assist each other in the
production of the event.

35. I envision a time when more Society chapters seek
out a professional emcee to act as the “glue” that holds
the production together.

36. I envision a time when more Society choruses real-
ize that, from a PR point of view, more is not always
better. If learning a bunch of songs and getting them to
an acceptable level is beyond the capabilities of your
chorus, you are better off preparing a strong opening,
polishing a closing, and sharing the performance duties
with other, more proficient groups and your headliner
act. There is no law that says the host chorus is required
to sing 30 minutes to an hour on the show! Ten min-
utes of quality is better than 30 minutes of mediocrity.

OTHER BOOKINGS
37. I envision a time when more Society choruses ask
themselves the following question: If our annual over-
head to run the chapter operation without any “out of
pocket” expense by the members is (for example)
$25,000 a year, and we only average ten paid bookings a
year, how much would we have to charge our clients
just to break even? On the other hand, enjoying success
in competition doesn’t mean you no longer accept free-
bie or “expenses only” gigs. Actually, your invitations to
participate in these gratis events will probably increase
as you climb the competition ladder. There are situa-
tions where these are a good idea. My present quartet
has done over 250 gratis gigs in the last 10 years, repre-

(Continued on page 21)
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A View From The Tog
Don Bazely, President

Thoughts on spring convention,

outiook for year

his column

will be
somewhat  dis-
jointed  because
there is so much 1
want to share
with you. There
¢ 8l will undoubtedly
be more than a
few references to
the just-completed Pioneer District
convention in this issue of the
Troub. But I have to say that it was
one of the most exciting conven-
tions in recent history. Some of the
highlights were: Huron Valley’s
phenomenal second-place finish
behind our new district champs,
Grand Rapids.

Another nice surprise was seeing
Saginaw Bay on stage. We have not
seen that chapter compete in some-
thing like 10 years. They were di-
rected by Nan Wardin, who, I hear,
took over the reins only a few
weeks ago. They acquitted them-
selves very well indeed. But scores
are not everything. Just being there
is of far greater significance. To
Huron Valley and to Saginaw Bay, I
offer my congratulations for
achieving different, but neverthe-
less, important goals.

There were 15 choruses who
participated in the chorus contest.
That represents a little over 50 per-
cent of the district chapters. That is
a shame. The convention is for all
Pioneer chapters. Well, let me ask

Don Bazely

you missing chapters ... how about
planning to participate in the fall
convention? There really is more to
a convention than just competing,
but that is one excellent way to find
out how to raise your musical per-
formance standards.

Talking of performance stan-
dards, Pioneer as well as other dis-
tricts have in place a wonderful tool
to assist chapters in achieving a
higher, more professional standard
of public performance. It is called
the Standing Ovation Program
(SOP). It operates under the leader-
ship of the vice-president of music
& performance and is headed by
our immediate past president,
David Cole. Look up SOP in the
district directory.

In my humble opinion, it is the
single most effective method of im-
proving our choruses’ and quartets’
public performance standards. One
of the “evaluators” will respond to
a request for assistance and will
provide the following services to
your chorus or quartet: the evalua-
tor will attend one of your public
performances and give you a confi-
dential critique on how he per-
ceived you. It is astonishing how he
will pick up on little (or major)
glitches that have never occurred to
you. The evaluator is also available
to help you PLAN your next show.
How about that?

Give David or Russ Seely a call.
They would love to hear from you.

Also, it is painless.

The quartet contest was unique
in as much as we had four compet-
ing quartets from outside this dis-
trict. The excitement got to fever
pitch when we witnessed the battle
of the giants. EXCALIBUR from
LOL found themselves being
pushed hard by our own pride and
joy; POWER PLAY. It was obvious
from the start that we were witness-
ing something we haven’t seen in
the longest time — a quartet chal-
lenging POWER PLAY on our turf.
The scores between the combatants
were within a couple of points dur-
ing the semi-finals and the finals.
Normally you would witness this
sort of competition only at Interna-
tional. I can’t wait for Kansas City.

Here’s another delightful first.
We had the first ever father/son/
grandson chorus directed by Jack
and Mike Slamka. We may never
have another one. I could not help
the thought of me singing in that
chorus with at least one of my four
sons who were Barbershoppers in
the Sault Chapter at one time or
other.

And get this: the JOE BARBER-
SHOP CHORUS was one of the larg-
est we have ever staged. Someone
counted 101 singers. Jeff Gougeon,
director of the CAPITOL CITY
CHORDSMEN, led the chorus. It was
a distinct pleasure to sing under
Jetf’s direction. He epitomises the
style of directing that I wish I could
emulate.

We will have another JBC in the
fall and this time I am honoured to
be appointed as director. All being
well, there will be two pieces of
music published in the Troub. Those
are what we are going to sing. The
“Story of the Rose” is the old-time
favourite that we have sung in
washrooms and stairwells all over

| (Continued on page 13) |
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Young Men in Harmony

Al Bonney, District Chairman

You only gotta look around!

F ew of us sit-
ting in the
audience Saturday
night in Battle
Creek at the Spring
Convention could
help but be moved
by the awesome
spectacle presented
from the stage.
Taking nothing away from the won-
derful chorus contest in the after-
noon, let me comment only on Sat-
urday night. No, I am not referring
to Doran’s humor — I am speaking
of the spectrum of Barbershop in-
terests arrayed before us.

When was the last time we
watched three quartets qualify for
International? The talent and dedi-
cation to our art form displayed by
EXCALIBUR and SHARPER IMAGE,
not to mention our beloved POWER
PLAY, was truly inspirational.
Watching the best of the best of
our hobby is truly an inspiration to
everyone I spoke with.

Following the three going to In-
ternational came the finest array of
finalists I can remember listening to
at one of our contests. To a quartet,
the seven represented significant
growth from their performance last
fall. Focus, dedication to their craft,
hard work, and hours of practice all
showed clearly, benefiting not only
the performers, but the audience as
well.

And the FATHER-SON-
GRANDSON  CHORUS what a
spectacle! While the singers on stage

Al Bonney

may have come from among the
finest singing stock in the district,
the performance transcended the
music, representing, to me, all that
is good and hopeful about Barber-
shop today.

Not one of the quartets on stage
Saturday would have been there had
the elements of the FATHER-SON-
GRANDSON CHORUS not been at
work in their lives in years past. The
passing of a singing tradition, the
enabling of some musical educa-
tion, the exposure to singing as a
lifelong joy didn’t begin with the
quartets singing on Saturday night —
it began, for every man on stage,
with an influence from some father-
son-grandson chorus sometime in
their past.

Our hobby and in fact our Soci-
ety depends on this kind of influ-
ence and tradition continuing in the
lives of hundreds and thousands of
children around the world if Bar-
bershop harmony — and vocal mu-
sic in general — are to continue to
influence our culture. SingAmerica/
SingCanada was created just for this
purpose — to provide a vehicle to
focus resources.

The Young Men In Harmony
program, too, clearly seeks to con-
tinue these traditions. The Har-
mony Foundation is another tool
made available to us through our
Society towards this end. Channel-
ing funds from the endowment in
the form of grants for Sing-
America/SingCanada projects al-
lows chapters and districts to un-

dertake ambitious projects that con-
tinue this “Father/Son Chorus” tra-
dition in communities around our
nation.

Yes, Saturday night was a won-
derful experience. I was glad to be
reminded of the brilliant scope of
work we all do as members of this
vibrant and important Society we
call SPEBSQSA. And thanks to all
of the men on stage for showing me
so vividly all that is right and good
about what we do. Thanks, too, for
reminding me that I have a role and
a responsibility to continue the in-
fluence that brought me to this ta-
ble.

While I may never sing at the
top of the quartet ranks, I sure can
help influence future singers by
what I do today as a member of the
Barbershop Harmony Society. My
time, my resources, and my
money — invested wisely through
the opportunities provided by my
chapter, my district, and my Soci-
ety — will return fourfold.

And that’s why I love this
hobby — that, and the ringing
chords! B

Pioneer District
directory update

Please note the following changes to
the 2000 Pioneer District Directory:

®Don Bazely phone: 705-759-8958

®Holland Chapter President Jack C.
Oonk email: JCOonk@wmol.com

®Holland Chapter VP of Chapter
Development James Hall email:
JamesRHall@hotmail.com

®Holland Chapter meets at the Park
Theater, 248 S. River Ave.

®Holland Chapter Treasurer is Paul
Bekker
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Here’s the Pitch

Raleigh B IOCh, Executive & Member Services VP

H ey! I see
you're
going to write your
Tronbadonr  arti-
cle. 1 hope you're
going to tell us
about what Pat-
rick  Tucker-Kelly
did while he was
in  the  Pioneer
District. Well, as a matter of fact,
that’s just what I was planning to
do. I think you’ll find it quite inter-
esting.

As you will recall, Pat was to
visit communities that don’t have
chapters. Prior to getting there, I
had set up appointments with the
local mayors, Chambers of Com-
merce, radio stations, etc. That mmust
have been tongh. Actually it wasn’t too
bad. A lot of phone calls, but it was
surprising how cooperative they
were. You mean to tell me that they were
interested in having a Barbershop chorus
in their community? You bet! Let me
tell you how it went in just one
town — Three Rivers. I happened
to spend time with Pat on that day
to get a feel of what happens.

Our first appointment was a ra-
dio interview on WKLM. We met
with the station manager and then
went into the studio and were inter-
viewed “live.” We told the commu-
nity about the Society and that we
were here to start a new chapter.
We gave telephone numbers where
we could be contacted. This didn’t
cost amything? No, and some of the
interviews lasted close to and hour.

Raleigh Bloch

Next it was off to the Chamber
of Commerce. We found that the
head of the C of C was not in. So
we talked to the assistant. She was
very helpful. She rattled off a bunch
of names of singers. She also had a
name of a potential director and
someone to contact about a re-
hearsal hall. Wow, that was great! Yes
and it keeps getting better.

The next stop was the mayor of
Three Rivers. Pat introduced him-
self and told him that he was there
to evaluate the community to deter-
mine if it was the right kind of com-
munity to support a chapter. For a
mayor, those were fighting words.
The mayor immediately started tell-
ing about other groups in the com-
munity and festivities that go on
throughout the year. Pat asked if he
knew of anybody who liked to sing.
The mayor listed off a few more
names of singers. Pat asked for
other musicians and music teachers
and got some more names.

Why did he want other musicians or
music teachers? Other musicians and
music teachers know singers. That'’s
neat. I didn’t think of that. When asked
about a potential director, the same
name that was mentioned at the C
of C came up. In fact, his business
was just around the corner. When
asked about rehearsal halls, he also
had a few suggestions.

The next stop was at the busi-
ness of the potential director. We
went in and introduced ourselves
and told him that we were there to
start a Barbershop chapter in Three

Rivers. He invited us up to his of-
fice. He initially said he wasn’t inter-
ested in starting a new chapter. We
knew that he was currently directing
a mixed group of 63 people called
the GREAT AMERICAN PATRIOT
CHORUS. We asked him about it
and he told us that it meets only for
a couple of months in the year to
put on a show. Their show was on
the same weekend as our conven-
tion. We talked for about 45 min-
utes.

After learning that he was a Bar-
bershopper at one time and notic-
ing the picture of his quartet called
THE FOUR DOORSMEN, he said he
would be willing to direct, but did
not want be the organizational guy.
Bingo! He also said he would share
the names from his GREAT AMERI-
CAN PATRIOT CHORUS for potential
members.

Great! What did yon do then? The
next stop was to a church suggested
by the C of C for a rehearsal hall.
We talked to the pastor for about
30 minutes and got a few more
names of singers, but he felt his
church schedule was too full to ac-
commodate another night for a new
chorus. He did, however, add to the
list of potential sites where we
might meet. So he just didn’t say no
and show you the door? No, in fact
every place we went they were very
helpful and willing to spend the
time. This was all accomplished on
the morning of April 5.

Then it was on to South Haven
to do it all over again. Is his what Pat
did in every town? Basically. But in Big
Rapids, I set up for Pat to do a
demonstration of Barbershop with
the men’s choir at Ferris State Uni-
versity. I also arranged for the Di-
rector of Michigan Schools Vocal
Music Association to be at this
demo. It generated a lot of interest.

At a meeting later that day, the

(Continued on page 22)




8

Pioneer Troubadour

June/July 2000

Public Relating

Doug Pearson, Marketing & Public Relations VP

Marketing a key ingredient for successful

f you were at

our recent and
successful district
convention  in
Battle Creek, 1
know you saw a
lot of marketing
and PR in action.
These two ingre-
dients are hard to
avoid because both of them inter-
twine with just about every aspect
of any Barbershop activity. Per-
formance ... singing ... media treat-
ment ... chapter attendance ... Bar-
bershop shop .. community re-
sponse. They all rise and fall on the
different levels of marketing and PR
skills.

In talking about marketing and
PR to our members at the conven-
tion, I detected a concern about fill-
ing the house for chapter shows —
empty-seat phobia as some call it.
Although show attendance was
considered good in many cases,
there seemed to be the challenge
that “we can do better” in reaching
the goal of standing room only.

Along these lines, I thought
Mid-Atlantic District’s Dan  De-
kowski had some absolutely sterling
ideas on show marketing in his dis-
trict’s recent newsletter. They’re
worth repeating: Make the guys in
your chapter work for their compli-
mentary tickets by giving them a
freebie for every nine that they sell.
They need to sell only nine tickets

ug Pearson

to bring their wives for free. An-
other 18 and they can bring two
friends or other family members,
etc.

It also rewards the guys who do
the most work selling. I (Dekowski)
was once able to have the team sell
1,700 tickets for a chapter show
that had never sold more than 600
tickets by using this device and
other incentives. The guy who sold
the most got a prize and anyone
selling 30 or more also got a gift.

If you still feel that you will have
some empty seats, don’t let them
stay empty. Although you can give
them away to senior centers, you
can also sell them at wholesale to
groups looking for fundraising pro-
grams. Churches always have need
for money and can sell 10 or 20
tickets if there is something in it for
them. Half price is a reasonable
wholesale profit for the chapter
compared to empty seats (don’t be
greedy).

Get the local high school to pat-
ticipate in your show, preferably
with an a cappella group. You can
also use tickets to introduce all of
the high school music teachers in
your area to our art form. It will be
necessary to telephone them, one
on one, and offer them tickets. Pre-
pare a script before you call so you
have a smooth sales pitch ready to
convince them that they should ex-
perience this authentic American
musical art form for themselves.

Use your imagination; it is better to
give seats away than to let them go
empty.

Dekowski concludes: If there are
any empty seats in the house, shame
on your chapter. It is a matter of
hard work! Good luck in selling out
all of your future shows.

A lot of good ideas there, Dan.
Now here are a few other thoughts
regarding show marketing: One of
the best marketing tools is your
show itself. The quality of your
chorus singing, the excitement your
show package generates and how
it’s executed, the quality perform-
ance of your chapter quartets, and
the quality performance of your
guest quartets. If you achieve a
good show with good flow, those in
attendance will want to return next
year — and they’ll tell others about
it.

Do you promote your show with
your local media or is it a well-kept
secret? A few simple things like
newspaper ads, articles in your local
papers, and interviews on radio and
TV can go along way toward
heightening the interest that will
lead to a sell-out crowd. As the old
show tune goes, “There’s No Busi-
ness Like Show Business,” espe-
cially if that chapter show of yours
is performed in front of an appre-
ciative, capacity audience. When
that happens, your Standing Room
Only achievements will rightfully
deserve a Standing Ovation. B
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Chapter Coaching

Doran MCTagga I‘t, Chapter Support/Leadership VP

s of
April
11, 2000, our
Society’s 62nd
birthday, the
Chapter Sup-
port and
Leadership
Training Pro-
gram (CSLT)
will receive some major modifica-
tions that will benefit our Pioneer
District and its Association of
Chapters. CSLT Chapter Coach
Applicant training will be con-
ducted in each district during the
fall COTS school by the trained
CSLT COTS faculty instructors.
The advantage to our district is
that we are no longer limited to a
predetermined number of chapter
coach applicants to be trained. A
member of the Society CSLT com-
mittee and/or I will evaluate the
training, share the responsibility of
applicants to candidate status and
provide feed back to the CSLT
committee for future training im-
provements. Our district now has
the major responsibility for making
certain we have the necessary
number of qualified, self-starting
applicants at our 2000 COTS
school ready to be trained. Since
the change in format is so new, I
will discuss it with our district offi-
cers at the convention and share its
contents with them.
How can you become a chapter
coach applicant? What things are

4

Doran McTaggart

we looking for? An applicant
should have been an active mem-
ber in his chapter. He should have
held a chapter office. A past presi-
dent would be an asset. Someone
who has moved on to the district
level and has proven himself there
would be a positive attribute. A
person with a positive attitude, a
willingness to assist a chapter to
become the best it can be, and an
eagerness to become trained and
qualified would all be desirable
traits.

Of our current seven chapter
coaches, all have held chapter of-
fices and four have been district
officers. I'm looking for SIX self-
starters who would like to make a
difference and are willing to be
trained at COTS on December 1-
3, 2000.

If you feel this program is for
you, call me immediately at (519)
948-0637. The drive to license and
charter more chapters across the
Society means that we will need
more chapter coaches to provide
the support that these chapters will
need. We have three licensed chap-
ters currently in Pioneer, with
more on the drawing board.

We need CC applicants from all
geographic areas of our district, so
don’t hesitate to call. All current
chapter coach candidates and certi-
fied chapter coaches are urged to
attend the 2000 COTS school to
sharpen their skills and improve
their knowledge of the program. B

Four-Han Fihin” Tacke Ohoir
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Take Note

FrEd Kienitz, Chorus Director Development VP

It seems strange that I have set up
the next few reports to the Trou-
badour so as to hopefully help you
directors (both old and new) receive
some useful and current informa-
tion to assist you
in your planning
for  further

growth  within
] your respective
77 | chapters.

So, what do
you do to me?
You come up
with two brand new faces who are
directing two of the top five cho-
ruses. Please allow me to compli-
ment all of the top five in that it has
been almost like eons since we had
that quality of singing at this level
and from five different choruses.
However, it might do well to con-
tinue on to the second five ensem-
bles and add a few kudos here also.

Gentlemen, this has been the
most exciting contest I've witnessed
in several years. Could be that Hec-
tor was just a pup the last time we
had so many chapters producing
this level of performing quality at a
Pioneer contest.

We are still a long way from be-
ing able to blow our own horn and
challenge other districts with an
across-the-board statement that,
percentage-wise, we are as good as
most districts.

BUT, I will tell you that every
member and every director of this
district who competed this past
contest are winners in my book.
This district’s choruses are growing
at a fairly rapid rate and I am proud
to be part of this overall effort.
Every chapter needs to know that

Fred Kienitz

my team and I are prepared to pro-
vide help to all of you. All you need
do is to call.

Now, after such an exciting
weekend I just know that you want
a very brief rest so that you can get
back into the harness and prepare
for the next performance.

How about giving your director
a small gift of your appreciation and
one that he or she will find invalu-
able in preparing for future rehears-
als for upcoming shows, public per-
formances, and competition. Our
Society has published a wonderful
textbook entitled “Directing a Bar-
bershop Chorus.” This book details
methods, techniques, and philoso-
phies involved in directing. There
are 27 areas of study, all of which
refer directly to the teaching and
directing of Barbershop ensembles.

I highly recommend that your
chapter board order this out-
standing text. The price is only
$19.95.

Many contributors to the book
are members and/or renowned mu-
sicians in the field of Barbershop or
vocal music, including the late, great
Fred Waring.

I was privileged to hear Mr.
Waring’s comment when he stood
in the wings of an international
convention ready to receive an
award of appreciation. A Society
member had just told him that we
use a great deal of his teaching
methodology, but he must under-
stand that we are just amateurs. Mr.
Waring smiled and, as he began to
enter the stage, he turned slightly
and said, “Amateurs my a--I”

Now, blow an F# and lets sing a
tag! M

What is director
certification and
why tdo we need
it

By Ron Knickerbocker
for the Chorus Director
Development Committee

Submitted by Fred Kienitz

t has long been acknowledged

by the leaders of the Barber-
shop Harmony Society that the
most important difficulty we
face, when it comes to trecruit-
ment and retention of members,
is the shortage of qualified cho-
rus directors.

Certainly almost every chap-
ter has someone who stands in
front of them every week and
waves his or her arms while the
rest of us sing. Unfortunately, all
too many of us got that position,
not because of our vast wealth
of musical knowledge or our
consummate hand skills, but be-
cause we wete willing to do it.

A few years ago a group of
very knowledgeable chorus di-
rectors was appointed to discuss
ways of solving this difficult
problem. They came up with
ideas to help chorus directors in
several different areas, and some
of those ideas have been imple-
mented over the last few years.

One of those ideas was to
prepare a list of things every
good chorus director should
know and be able to do. This led
to a development of classes to
aid the director in his quest to
improve his qualifications. These
classes are taught at the annual
Harmony College/Directors
College.

The plan is that directors will

(Continued on page 23)
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You want to sing in a quartet — right!

By Glenn Van Tassell,
International Quartet Champion
1966 — Auto Towners
1971 - Gentlemen’s Agreement

For some of us, it may seem that
it is the easiest thing in the
world to start up a quartet. I
mean ... well, you know, we just call
some people and suggest a get-
together and a quartet is born.

Some of us have done exactly
that, but cleatly it is not always that
easy. If it were easy, every person
who would like to a sing in a quartet
would be joyfully engaged in bounc-
ing those chords around the room.

Why is it that some find it so
easy to be quartet involved and oth-
ers don’t seem able to make it hap-
pen? The reasons are as many and
varied as each of us is different
from everyone else. Let’s try to un-
derstand some of them.

Think about the capable, but
rather new Barbershopper who has
not yet established the credentials
and who is not quite sure about the
wisdom of blurting out to someone,
“Hey, let’s start a quartet.”” Many of
us might hesitate to stick our necks
out quite that far. Perhaps the best
plan would be to wait for them to
call you. Well, guess what? It is
likely that they are waiting for the
very same thing.

And what about the person who
would like to sing in a quartet but is
not sure about measuring up? Some
of us might assume that potential
quartet partners may be too busy,
too old, too young, tied up with
other singers, or in some other way
unavailable.

Incidentally, let’s not assume that
all potential quartet mates must end
up being the best of friends. That
might be the case and it would be

great, but that is not necessarily
what this is about. What then is an
aspiring quartet singer to do?

First and foremost, it is an abso-
lute must that anyone desiring to
sing in a quartet needs to develop
the necessary singing and perform-
ing skills to make it possible to do
the work. Simply stated, though
quartet singing is certainly a group
activity, individual singers must
bring their best to the quartet — all
of the time, every time.

But now let us assume that you
are prepared for all of that, yet you
are facing one or more of the prob-
lems noted above. How do we
make it happen?

Set up a meeting: Put out a bulle-
tin — a letter of inquiry — a notice
to be posted on bulletin boards of
surrounding chapters or perhaps
mailed to Barbershoppers within a
reasonable driving distance (yes, you
can travel a few miles to sing).

Tell the world that there will be a
QUARTET FORMATION FES-
TIVAL. Get the word out to every
possible participant. Specify in your
bulletin that anyone, at any level of
proficiency who has an interest in
singing in a quartet, is welcome. De-
velop a questionnaire for each par-
ticipant to complete at the begin-
ning of each meeting.

Determine such things as experi-
ence levels, the part each person
sings, the sort of quartet desired
(show-only, competitive, comedy,
local-only, whatever). Determine
the amount of time each singer be-
lieves is available to develop a quar-
tet (this element could change mate-
rially when a really good combina-
tion is found), and more.

Hold the meeting at the home of
some very involved Barbershopper

or at any other suitable meeting
place. Secure the services of quali-
fied coaches, chorus directors, certi-
fied judges and experienced quartet
people to be on hand to help with
the process.

And what is the process? Just
this. With the guidance of the
coaches, set up several possible
quartets, rotating people, matching
vocal quality and areas of interest.
Start with singing “Barber Pole Cat”
arrangements until combinations
with interesting potential are estab-
lished.

Sit down together with the
coaches/guides and talk about mu-
tual interests. Share thoughts about
the quartet experience and the chal-
lenges it offers. Arrange for future
meetings with each quartet on its
own or with the help of a coach and
thus a quartet is born. With any
luck, several quartets could be born.

Does this plan work? In 1960,
the AUTO TOWNERS was formed in
very much the same way. I had al-
ways sung baritone, but, under the
guidance of respected coaches, I
ended up singing lead. We became
International Champions just six
years later.

Think about it; how better to lo-
cate people who really want to be
part of a quartet? Incidentally, it
should be noted that I retreated
back to my beloved baritone part
when Al Rehkop and I had the op-
portunity to sing with a lead named
Drayton Justus and a bass named
Bob Whitledge. It doesn’t get much
better than that.

Folks, the whole point of this
article is this. If you want to sing in
a quartet, there is only one way to
do it and that is to do it! B
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Bulletin, PR awards
(Continued from page 3)

during 1999 included promotion of
the annual show, an open house, a
chicken dinner fund-raiser, and a
series of Christmas appearances. In
addition to promoting activities in
10 newspapers and the electronic
media, he designed and produced
ads, fliers, mailers, ticket mail-order
forms, a show program cover and a
media fax form.

Smith prepared a tour bus pack-
age for the annual show and worked
with restaurants to coordinate bus
meal packages. A pontoon boat
party, during which members sang
for shoreline residents, resulted in a
half-page news story and picture.

In working with the media,
Smith arranged for interviews and
quartets on TV, produced a video
of past shows for TV, wrote a fact
sheet for use by radio and TV inter-
viewers, and designed coffee mug
TV give-aways promoting the an-
nual show.

He prepared a media-contact da-
tabase and a computerized show pa-
tron mailing list. Mailing lists were
expanded by exchanges with the
Sweet Adelines, Kiwanians, and
show talent.

Smith began promoting Society
service projects after he realized he
needed to lose weight to become a
better singer. In a “Win-Win Weight
Loss Program,” $1 would be do-
nated to Harmony Foundation for
each pound lost by chapter mem-
bers. Other Pioneer District chap-
ters were challenged to do the same.

And looking toward the future,
he compiled a three-page document
to guide successor PR chairmen.

Darrell Richmond, Huron Valley
Richmond, a retiree who joined the
chapter seven years ago, formalized

his interest in barbershop promo-
tion upon volunteering two years
ago as chapter development vice
president.

He organized a team that has
planned several shows and guest
nights based on plans and timelines
Richmond developed. Regular team
meetings are held and team mem-
bers make newspaper, radio and TV
contacts. He urges the team “to
seek out new and creative ways to
promote the chapter's events and
seek out new supporters in the
community,” wrote chapter music
director Lynne Peirce, who submit-
ted the nomination. Results have
included several articles in five
newspapers, a public-access TV
show, a promotion in AAA’s
“Michigan Living” magazine, and
increased ticket sales and public rec-
ognition.

Contacts throughout 1998 and
1999 with the editor of a county
senior citizens’ newspaper ultimately
resulted in several interviews with
chapter personnel, a private per-
formance for the reporter, and a
two-page article and color photo
timed to promote the chapter’s an-
nual show. The reporter’s experi-
ence also “created a passionate fan

of Barbershop harmony,” Peirce
wrote.
Richmond’s contacts with a

weekly newspaper reporter led to an
invitation to make a Barbershop
harmony presentation to high
school students who had formed a
chorus with their fathers. The re-
porter is a member of that chorus.
Peirce said it appears this will result
in further presentations.

“Though quiet spoken and un-
obtrusive, Richmond has a patient
and persistent soft sell that has
proven to be the key,” Peirce wrote,
referring to his “unique ability to
develop relationships and touch the

hearts of the seasoned and seem-
ingly untouchable media.”

The chapter elected Richmond
as Barbershopper of the Year an
unprecedented two
times.

Members of his PR team include
John Paglione, Tom Peirce, Hal
Thompson, and Tom Skylis.

consecutive

PROBE programs
Coordinator of the Pioneer District
PROBE awards programs is Jim
Styer of Battle Creek, a former
PROBE vice president. PROBE
(Public Relations Officers and Bul-
letin Editors) is a self-supporting
membership organization within the
Society.

Begin preparing now to enter the
PROTY contest for calendar year
2000. With the written nomination,
you will want to submit biographical
information on the nominee; com-
mentary on planning, execution and
follow-up; and copies of pertinent
documents (news releases, newspa-

per clippings, correspondence,
printed programs, thank you letters,
etc.)

The PR effect does not necessar-
lly depend on the success of the
events themselves; rather, it is
judged on the amount of actual PR
(spreading the gospel) that was ac-
complished.

PROBE membership is not re-
quired to enter the contest, but it is
encouraged. Membership includes a
quarterly bulletin, PROBEmoter,
which has news and tips for PR of-
ficers and bulletin editors.

Your chapter secretary can sign
you up by contacting Kenosha. Or
you can sign yourself up by sending
$5 annual dues — a legitimate chap-
ter expense — to Brian Lynch,
PROBE Secretary-Treasurer, 6315
Harmony Lane, Kenosha, WI
53143. 1
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A View from the Top

(Continued from page 5)

the district. There is one change,
however. I have attached the verse
written and arranged by Pioneer
great John Hill. I believe he hailed
from Lansing. The tag is also his. I
hope to have learning tapes avail-
able before the end of the month to
assist you in learning the additions
to “Story of a Rose.” Watch the
PioNet for that news. The verse
and chorus lends an entirely new
interest to this song. The 101 sing-
ers had such a great time (we sang
shotgun) that I am asking you all to
make an effort to repeat the experi-
ence in the fall.

There will be a few new faces on
the Pioneer Board next year. Some
of our stalwart board members
have expressed a desire to step
down and make way for new blood
and, maybe, some different ideas.
The elections will take place at the
HOD meeting in the fall. I would
really like to see EVERY chapter
represented at the next House of
Delegates meeting. You have to
vote in the new board.

Three Pioneer Barbershoppers
became eligible for their fifty-year
pins: Gordon Kesterke, Jack Oonk,
and Bob Wisdom. Sincere con-
gratulations to you guys. Pioneer
now has 23 50-year veterans.

Sing from the heart or don’t
bother (Mike Slamka). B

Great Lakes Chorus

(Continued from page 1)

l-\ {I uch of the material on the
convention, along with
complete scores, appeared imme-
diately after the convention on the
PioNet, the district’s e-mail list.

To sign up for PioNet (no
charge), send your name, chapter
affiliation, and e-mail address to
jimstyer@home.com.

time with 34 men. Its scores in
these contests has risen from 704
to 758 to 812.

When a well-wisher congratu-
lated Peirce, she hugged him. “I
didn’t have anything to do with it,”
he responded. “I know,” she said;
“I’'m just happy.”

Saginaw Bay Chapter

In its first competition in exactly 10
years, Saginaw-Bay’s HARBOR
SOUNDs CHORUS placed fifth with
20 men on stage. The chorus
scored 740 points; that compares
with 749 points in 1990, when it
placed eighth with 26 men under
the name of the TIMBERLAND
CHORDSMEN. The chorus was led
by Nan Wardin, who also directs
the Sweet Adelines AUBURN CHO-
RUS. She said the chapter decided
to compete only about 10 weeks
earlier and called on her.

Former director Bob Winters
said: “She brought her enthusiasm
into the chorus and got us all
pumped up. The guys also pay a
helluva lot closer attention to her
than they ever did to me (I can’t
figure out why)!”

The chorus used a repertoire
song and Wardin taught “Listen to
that Dixie Band” in two-and-a-half
months. Nearly half of the chorus
members had never competed be-
fore, “But,” Winters said, “we had
some real veterans on the stage and
most of those guys have been quar-
tet men.”

Other top placements this
spring were Kalamazoo at third and
Grosse Pointe at fourth. The sec-
ond- through fifth-place choruses
also were the champions in their
respective plateaus, which are based
on chapter membership.

Other chorus contestants, in ot-
der of their scoring, were Holland,
Detroit-Oakland, Traverse City,
Battle Creek, Monroe North, Win-
dsor, Pontiac-Waterford, Roches-
ter, Gratiot County, and Muskegon.
Society Board Member Don
Challman of the Land O’ Lakes
District told the convention com-
mittee that he was quite pleased
with the performances of the small
chotruses.

Joe Barbershop Chorus
In what may be the largest chorus
in the history of the Pioneer Dis-
trict stage, the JOE BARBERSHOP-
PER CHORUS opened the competi-
tion as mike-testers with 105 sing-
ers. The chorus, directed by Lans-
ing’s Jeff Gougeon, included some
50 men from Lansing and about 20
from Rochester. All competing and
non-competing Barbershoppers
were invited to join the chorus.

The chorus was announced as
representing the Pioneer, Illinois,
Land O’ Lakes, Sunshine, and
Dixie districts. Its renditions of
“Wait Till the Sun Shines, Nellie”
and “From the First Hello ...” re-
ceived a standing from the judges.

Father-Son-Grandson Chorus
The first father-son-grandson cho-
rus brought 27 men and boys to the
stage ... and sentimental tears to the
eyes of several of the singers and
listeners. The chorus included three
grandsons, ranging in age from 11
years to seven months.

Jack Slamka directed the first
number. During much of the song,
babe-in-arms Dylan Slamka was
held by his dad, Mark, and enter-
tained himself by pulling on his
Uncle Mike’s jacket lapel. When
Mike Slamka took over directing
for the second number, “Singing
Here with Dad,” Jack sang with the
chorus and the youngster turned
his attention to Grandpa’s tie. B
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Secretary
Treasurer

Executive Vice President

Vice President of Member Ser-
vices

Vice President of Chapter Sup-
port and Leadership Training

® Vice President of Chorus Direc-
tor Development

® Vice President of Contest and
Judging

® Vice President of Events

® Vice President of Marketing and
Public Relations

® Vice President of Music and
Performance

® Vice President of Youth Out-
reach

® Society Board Member (three-
year term)

Notice of nomination procedures
The election of the district officers
listed above will take place at the
fall district convention in the year
2000. The president is currently
serving a two-year term. The Soci-
ety board member elected will rep-
resent both Pioneer District and
Land O’ Lakes District for a three-
year term.

The district by-laws, in effect
since January 1, 1997, require that
all nominations of persons for dis-
trict office be reviewed by and be
acceptable to the appropriate Soci-
ety committee. This procedure
must be followed for nominations
anticipated to be made from the
floor at the fall House of Delegates
Meeting as well as for nominations

by the District Nominating Com-
mittee.

Persons nominated for district
office must be active members of a
district chapter. Persons who be-
long only to Frank Thorne Chapter
are ineligible to run for a district
office.

Therefore, nomination from the
floor at the fall House of Delegates
Meeting of any person to fill a dis-
trict office must be preceded by
submission of the potential nomi-
nee’s written permission, resume,
and credentials to the District
Nominating Committee by June 1,
2000 (or as soon as possible after
this notice is published) for for-
warding to the appropriate Society
Committee for review and accep-
tance. Nomination from the floor
of any person for any district office
will be disallowed if this procedure
has not been followed.

Additionally, nomination from
the floor of any individual whose
name has been submitted to the
appropriate Society committee and
who has been found not qualified
will not be disallowed, but the
nomination from the floor must be
accompanied by the Society com-
mittee’s reasons for disapproval
and its recommendations, if any, as
to what steps can be taken to make
the proposed candidate acceptable
to the Society committee.

SPEBSQSA, Inc.
Pioneer District Laws and Regula-
tions Committee - May 3, 2000

Barbershopping

The world’s happiest bobby!

Editorial

his past district convention

was a most memorable one
for me, unfortunately in a nega-
tive way. I had looked forward to
it for several months. It promised
to be a top-notch event with
strong chorus competition, and
quartet competition featuring four
out-of-district quartets on top of a
powerful line-up of district four-
somes. And I had to miss it!

I injured my left knee at the
McCamly Plaza Hotel on the Fri-
day afternoon of the convention
weekend. The hotel staff, along
with many fellow Barbershoppers,
were extremely helpful to see that
I was well cared for.

I’'m now able to walk unaided
and it doesn’t look like I’ll require

surgery.
My thanks to Earl Berry, Doug
Pearson, Austin and Martha

Quinn, Jim and Peg Styer, and
Bob and Lucille Wolf for their as-
sistance and prayers. I also thank
the many Barbershoppers and
their families for their kindnesses.
I hope to be able to attend
many Barbershop
and competitions in my life and
be able to remember most of
them. But certainly none will be

remembered as this one will be.
Gary

conventions
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Quartet Champions Association

Al Fisk, Secretary

Greetings from the Quartet
Champions Association. As
the current scribe, I will be doing a
regular column in the Troub to keep
yall hip regarding QCA doin’s.

Our ensemble met during the

Battle Creek gathering and
promptly elected Mr. Russ Seely as
our new president in lieu of the
passing of our beloved brother, Mr.
Bill Wickstrom.

We also discussed our upcoming
fall show, district quartet promo-
tion, coaching, roster updates, and
membership pins/badges. Special
kudos go to Russ, Kenny Gibson,
Jamie Carey, Mike Slamka, and
Denny Gore for their previous ef-
forts on our behalf.

Former champs in attendance:
Frank Bateson, Raleigh Bloch,
Dean - Don - Dorn Burrill, Jamie

Carey, Al Fisk, Kenny Gibson,
Gene Hanover, Wayne Kinde,
Brian Kaufman, Bruce LaMarte,
Joel Mills, Craig Pollard, Russ Seely,
Johnny Wearing, Scott Whipple,
Bob Winters, and Bob Wisdom
(along with Bonnie Fisk, Shirley
Seely, and Marge Wearing). Sending
howdies and regrets via the inter-
net/snail: Ron Du Montheir,
Denny Gore, Lee Hanson, Bob
Hartley, Thom Hine, Linda (Len)
Johnson (get well soon, Lenny),
Drayton Justus, and Glenn Van
Tassell.

Wow! What a fantastic chorus
this list of guys would make!

Future columns will include bios
of past championship quartets as
well as show updates. As Mike
Slamka preaches, sing from the
heart. God Bless y’all. B

“Brother, can you spare a dime?”

ow is your chapter using the
Harmony Foundation Gen-
eral Fund 2000 campaign slogan,
“Brother, can you spare a dimer”
Have your members made a com-
mitment to support our important
service projects by contributing a
dime a day to the Harmony Foun-
dation General Fund?
SingAmerica and SingCanada
grants have encouraged thousands
of children across North America
to sing. Dozens of kids receive
partial scholarships at Heartspring.
The story of Barbershop harmony
is carried far and wide through the
Heritage Hall Museum. All of this

is possible because of Barbershop-
pers’ contributions to the Har-
mony Foundation General Fund.

Every chapter donation, every
quartet donation, and every mem-
ber’s donation will make a differ-
ence. A Harmony Foundation pin
is sent to every individual who
makes a $25 or greater donation.
Each chapter can win a Harmony
Foundation award if its total an-
nual giving equals $25 or greater
per member. But the real prize is
the difference Barbershoppers are
making in the world.

So, “Brother, can you spare a
dimer”

By District PR VP Doug Pearson
A couple of well-known Pio-

neer District quartets — and
quartet members — were part of a
“Double-Gold Winners” article ap-
pearing in the recent “On the QT,”
the Society newsletter for SPEB-
SQSA-registered quartets.

The article said: “Quartet mem-
bers to become double gold medal
winners the quickest were Glenn
Van Tassell and Al Rehkop. Glenn
sang lead in the 1966 AUTO TOWN-
ERS and baritone in the 1971 GEN-
TLEMEN’S AGREEMENT. Al sang
tenor in both of these quartets.”

Here are some other items from
the article: The first Barbershopper
to become a double-gold medal
winner was Mo Rector. He sang
bass in the 1958 GAY NOTES and
1969 MARK 1V.

The first quartet to have all its
members become double-medal
winners singing the same voice
parts was the 1987 champion IN-
TERSTATE RIVALS. Joe Connelly
went on to win a second time in
1992 with KEEPSAKE; Kipp Buck-
ner repeated in 1993 with THE GAS
HOUSE GANG; and Paul Gilman
and Jay Hawkins got their second
golds in 1995 with MARQUIS.

Bass Jeff Oxley snagged two in
1984 and 1990 with RAPSCALLIONS
and ACOUSTIX, respectively. Brian
Beck scored gold twice with 1973
DEALER’S CHOICE and 1983 SIDE
STREET RAMBLERS, singing bari-
tone and lead.

Don Barnick won his two as
tenor in 1979 with GRANDMA’S
BOYs and bass with KEEPSAKE in
1992. 1
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spring Gonvention 2000

How do you spell your last name? Host chapter DOC is kept
busy registering the many Barbershoppers attending the con-
vention.

(Right) Elbert Ford, editor of the Traverse City Chapter’s
“Chorister,” is congratulated by District Public Relations VP
Doug Pearson (left) for winning the district's 1999 Bulletin
Editor of the Year.

“Mr. Bush League,” Hank Hedges (right) ex-
plains the benefits of experiencing Bush League
2000 to convention attendees.
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By scoring 2,049 points, EXCALIBUR earned the
right to represent the Land O’ Lakes District in
Kansas City this July. (L to r) Tenor John
Moksnes, lead Greg Dolphin, bass John Korby,
and bari Brent Graham.

Comedy quartet FooL’s GoLD: (From left) Bari Joel
Mills, bass Mark Kettner, lead Dan Casamatta, and
tenor Bill Mousel.

Fifth-place quartet GALLERY: (From left) Tenor
Art Cardy, lead David Hundt, bass Larry Wise,
and bari Larry Parker.

Convention photos
by Paul Howe and
Doug Pearson
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Ryan Benedict (above), grandson of Kalamazoo’s Stu
Benedict, sings in the Father-Son-Grandson Chorus.
(Right) Mark Slamka’s son, Dylan, plays with Grandpa

Jack Slamka’s necktie during the Father-Son-Grandson
Chorus performance.

Holland’s Art Lane (above right) is congratulated by Jim Styer for
finishing first in the district bulletin contest. Paul Smith of Flint (left)
earned a first-place PR award.|Awards story on page 3. |




June/July 2000

Pioneer Troubadour 19

THE DETROIT SOUND CO. Barbershop Quartet

Jeff Gougeon
Kelly Brummett Lead
Al Fisk Bass
Jim Ryan Bari

1997-98 Pioneer
Champions (MI)

Tenor

THE HARMONY HOUNDS
Pedigree: Barbershoppers

CONTACT: ROGER LEWIS
Bus. (616) 979-4343 — Res. (616) 965-5714

Contact Al  (248) 651-3796  Altonfisk@aol.com
Ed Gene Craig Pollard Bruce LaMarte
'z .ﬁ, "5 s:g 'g 248-474-1485
PO Box 322 W §;
Bridgman MI 49106 -,
" Sle-ds5-6223 WJB C %

upstagesound@iname.com
1998 Pioneer District Quartet Champions

i
Raleigh A Registered Barbershop Kerry Brian Kaufman = Wayne Kinde
Doug Rich
David Thondt d Larey Parkae - Basitons | | (517) 3519587 (517) 452-0365
@ALLERY The batch Chords
Music and Mirth

An Entertammg Barbershop Quartet

(517) 521-3218
Roger

(517) 321-3941
Larry

[ 1995 International Champions
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Quartets ...

Your card could be filling this space and reaching
more than 1,300 Barbershoppers and their families.

Only $55.00 per year

Call 734-981-6342
or e-mail GSimon1@wwnet.net
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Power Play

(Continued from page 1)

POWER PLAY chose an arrangement
of “My Foolish Heart” with solos
that showcased the musicality of the
individual voices, most often heard
only as part of a well-blended family
unit. One wag commented, “No act
should have to follow kids, pets, or

POWER PLAY: (from left) Bari Mark
Slamka, lead Mike Slamka, bass
Jack Slamka, and (seated) tenor
Don Slamka.

POWER PLAY.”

POWER PLAY’S score ranked it
sixth — just three points out of
fourth — among quartets from
other districts also qualifying to
compete internationally.

OTHER QUARTETS

District quartets placing second and
third in scoring were WJBC and
PHILATOGA TOWNSHIP. That con-
tinued a trend, as they had placed
first and second in their first com-
petition on the Pioneer stage last
fall. Bells tinkled in the audience as
WJBC came out in red sweatshirts
and winter scarves, carrying a
Christmas tree and a snowman fig-
ure. After their Christmassy num-
bers, the bells resumed, leading
master of ceremonies Doran
McTaggart to call out, “Oh, knock
it offl”

Others placing in the finals, in
order, were former district champ
UPSTAGE SOUND, GALLERY,
PrizM, FOUR-MAN FISHIN’
TACKLE CHOIR, and GRAND PRIX.
As finals mike-tester, FOOL’S GOLD
came out with a straw hat that had
been battered in the semi-final set.
The quartetters referred to a “barely
awake” judge, yelled out at judge
Roger Lewis, and sang that they
would “make a fool of ourselves to-
night.” The judges broke and tossed
their pencils.

The quartet, using large cue
cards, then had the audience and
judges singing and clapping along
with them. FOUR-MAN FISHIN
TACKLE CHOIR showed it could go
beyond the hunting and fishing
theme it used in its competition de-
but last fall. Included were a few
parodies and “Basin Street Blues.”

NON-DISTRICT QUARTETS
The contest was further enlivened
by four quartets from other dis-
tricts. They were singing for the
minimum 1,824 points needed to
represent their districts in the Soci-
ety competition. But their scoring
didn’t affect the scoring of the 15
Pioneer District quartets.

EXCALIBUR, from the Minnea-
polis area, scored 2,049 points to
qualify to represent the Land O’
Lakes District in competition this
summer. That was only three points
more than POWER PLAY.

Also going to Kansas City will be
SHARPER IMAGE from the Illinois
District. It scored 1,880 points, the
third-highest number in the compe-
titton. Quartet baritone 1s Kirk
Wood of Paw Paw, a member of
1994 Pioneer District champion
GENUINE BLEND and former direc-
tor of Battle Creek’s CEREAL CITY
CHORUS. Last summer in interna-
tional competition, EXCALIBUR
placed sixth, POWER PLAY seventh,

and SHARPER IMAGE
second.

The other two out-of-district
quartets singing in Pioneer didn’t
score high enough in the semifinals
to make the cut. THE HIGHWAY-
MEN, from Barrie and Scarborough
in the Ontario District, would have
ranked it fourth in its own contest.
Two of the quartetters hold dual
memberships in Pioneer: lead Mark
Phelps in the Macomb Chapter and
bass Mike McClary in Grosse
Pointe.

Quartet 2BAD4U from Colum-
bus, Ohio, in the Johnny Appleseed
District, would have placed 13th in
its own district.

twenty-

COLLEGE QUARTET
PRIVATELY FUNDED from Hillsdale
College again won the right to rep-
resent the district in the Interna-
tional college quartet contest this
summer. The quartet scored 693
points singing “Hello, Mary Lou”
and “Mistakes.” The score was sig-
nificantly higher than the 604 points
it earned last spring in its first dis-
trict competition, at that time sing-
ing “Sweet Adeline” and “Love/
Eyes Medley.” In International
competition last summer, the quar-
tet placed 18th with those same
songs.

NEW IMAGE?

A new image of Barbershopping
may be developing. On the Pioneer
District stage this spring, WJBC
came out in light green pinstripe
suits, white ties and shirts. Later,
SHARPER IMAGE from the Illinois
District sported double-breasted
blue pinstripe suits, black and white
shoes and long, gold pocket-watch
chains. In the finals, PHILATOGA
TOWNSHIP quartetters turned the
clock back with black pinstripes. B
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Todd’s tips

(Continued from page 4)

senting about 30 percent of our to-
tal appearances. After all, we are

Barbershoppers, and this is just a
hobby.

TOOLS OF THE TRADE

38. I see a time when more Barber-
shop singers show up at rehearsal
with more than just their music, but
also include audio or video record-
ers and a pencil to capture com-
ments or suggestions made at re-
hearsal and allow the time they
spend between rehearsal to be
more productive.

39. 1 see a time when more singers
realize the importance of hydration
(drinking lots of water). Joe Con-
nelly is one of Barbershop’s most
gifted vocalists and coaches and
there’s a good reason why you
rarely see him without a gallon of
water in one hand.

OTHER MEMBERS OF THE TEAM
40. I see a time when more and
more quartets and choruses are
blessed to spend time with an ex-
perienced coach. It is a very diffi-
cult job to critique your perform-
ance from within.

41. I hope for a day when more of
us REALLY appreciate the work of
some of our Society’s most gifted
vocal arrangers and express our
thanks at every opportunity. The
same could be said for the work of
our chorus directors, section lead-
ers, administrators, and coaches.

42. 1 hope for a day that Barber-
shop choruses no longer concern
themselves with the gender of a
prospective director and choose the
most talented and available candi-
date for the job, without gender
bias clouding their judgment.

DEEP THOUGHTS
43. 1 think it would be fun for
many of us, at some point in the
future, to be able to sit in the audi-
ence and rate the performances of a
group of quartets comprised solely
of Society judges.

44. Don’t we all hope for a time at
some point in the future where we
can all meet for the annual ceremo-
nial burning of our §7.00 patent
leather chorus shoes, perhaps on
the Sunday morning of each Inter-
national convention?

45. 1 see a time when the quartets
on the annual AIC show actually
sing more Barbershop and are allo-
cated more than 10 minutes of time
on stage.

46. One day I envision a “kinder,
gentler” Harmonet with thousands
more Barbershop enthusiasts con-
tributing to the discussions.

47. 1 envision a day when having
one of our quartets or choruses on
national TV is really no big deal.

CLOSING REMARKS
I realize that some of you may in-
terpret certain aspects of my “wish
list” to be very “business oriented”
and somewhat “serious” for in-
volvement in this “hobby” we call
Barbershop.

However, like me, many of you
devote countless hours of your
time and energy to Barbershopping.
If you’re going to make that kind of
investment, why not take every op-
portunity to help the Society to be-
come a better and more popular
place where men of all ages can
come together and enjoy the thrill
of singing four-part harmony to an
even larger and more appreciative
audience. I know THAT is what I
intend to continue doing. B

Some of you who have been
wishing for another
“Barberpole Cat” type of song
collection are now able to order
“Harmony Classics.”

The Society’s Music & Per-
formance Committee, along with
assistance from the Music Publi-
cations Subcommittee, chose six
songs that could also be used as a
performance package for a show.

The songs in this package are:
“Zip-A-Dee Doo-Dah,” “Lazy
River,” “Little Pal,” “This Little
Light of Mine/Do Lord Med-
ley,” “I'm Sitting On Top Of
The World,” and “Hello, Mary
Lou.”

“Harmony Classics” can be
ordered as stock no. 6068 for
$6.75. A set of learning tapes,
stock no. 4884, will cost $18.00,
or $5.00 for a single tape.

Order from Harmony Market-
place, 1-800-876-SING, or on-
line: HarmonyMarketplace.com.

A Barbershop Quartet

Barry Towner
Contact - Canada
1-905-473-2424

Mark Phelps
Contact - USA
1-734-427-8743
or See our Website
http:/ /members.xoom.com/highwaymen
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100" anniversary of Fred Waring's birth

From Penn State University’s Special Collections Library

F red Waring is known to gen-
erations as the “Man Who
Taught America How To Sing,”
“America’s Singing Master,” and
the man who helped make the
popular song a classic American art
form. He is one of the most fasci-
nating figures in the history of
show business. His fans, young and
old, are awed by his contributions
to the music industry via vaudeville,
movies, radio, recordings, Broad-
way, television, and the concert
stage.

Frederic Malcolm Waring was
born on June 9, 1900, in Tyrone,
Pennsylvania. From his first stage
appearance at the age of five to be-
coming leader of the Boy Scout
Drum Corps in his home town of
Tyrone, Fred Waring made music.

In the twenties, “Waring’s Penn-
sylvanians” played movie theatres
from coast to coast. They starred in
the first musical motion picture,
“Syncopation,” then in ‘“Varsity
Show,” and appearing in the first
“talkie” shorts.

In the thirties, “Fred Waring’s
” as a 55-piece jazz
orchestra, had an unprecedented
six-month run at New York’s Roxy
Theatre. Their first network radio
program, “The Old Gold Show,”
was followed by the famous “Ford
Dealers Show.”

In their long history, the Penn-
1,500

Pennsylvanians,

sylvanians recorded over
songs and 100 albums.

Waring wrote songs about every
imaginable subject, from his own
theme song “I Hear Music” to col-
lege fight songs (over 90) and patri-
otic songs.

To foster better singing tech-
niques, he organized the Fred War-

ing Choral Workshop in 1947. He

Here’s the pitch

(Continued from page 7)

taught and supervised his staff of
“working show business profes-
sionals” for 39 years, literally right
up to the day he died.

To share his wealth of choral
established
Shawnee Press, Inc., which became
one of the world’s largest publish-
ers and sellers of choral music.

During the 1960s and ’70s, War-
ing became known as the “King of
The Road,” touring some 40,000
miles every year, mostly by bus. He
completed 69 years with his per-
forming group, a record unequalled

arrangements, he

in the entertainment field.

On December 15, 1983, Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan, in a White
House ceremony, presented Fred
Waring the Congressional Gold
Medal, the nation’s highest award
to a civilian. The medal, up to that
time, had only been awarded to five
entertainers in its 100-year history.

Fred Waring died July 29, 1984,
at Penn State, just after videotaping
a concert with the Pennsylvanians
and completing his summer work-
shops. &

Director of the MSVMA suggested
that the Pioneer District become a
member of the MSVMA for a mere
$40.00 per year. What the heck wonld
that do for us? This would give us a
list of all of the vocal music teach-
ers in Michigan and access to their
library of videotapes on vocal pro-
duction, directing, chorus move-
ment, seminars, calendar of events,
etc. They would even provide us
with mailing labels for all of their
members if we needed them.

Are we going to join? At the Pio-
neer District Board meeting, which
was held at our Spring Convention
in Battle Creek, it was agreed that
we would join. This will be a great
source of potential directors and a
help in our Youth Outreach.

You know, we can do some of those
things that Pat did in our own communi-
ties, like asking other people if they know
someone who likes to sing.

BINGO! &

K= P nZ> R

& -
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MUSIC MAN - 2000
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Director certification

(Continued from page 10)

sign up for and complete a planned
sequence of classes that will allow
them to progress toward greater
proficiency as musical leaders. As
each director satisfies the require-
ments for “Certified Director” or
“Master Director,” he will receive a
certificate of achievement. His
achievement will be celebrated in
his chapter and at an appropriate
district event.

Obviously, one of our goals is to
encourage directors to attend Direc-
tors College. There are several rea-
sons for this, not the least of which
is to meet other directors who face
the same challenges we all do and
have an opportunity for a discussion
of different approaches they might
have tried.

From a personal point of view, I
am a lifelong educator as well as a
lifelong learner. In every class I at-
tend, either as a teacher or a stu-
dent, I learn something new or hear
of a different approach to some
problem I face. Attending Directors
College is good for us on many lev-
els: as a social escape, as an educa-
tional opportunity, as a chance to
build a support network, as an ego-
builder when we find that many
other directors face the same frus-
trations we do, or possibly as an
ego-deflator when we discover that
we haven’t handled some situations
as well as we could have. In any
case, it helps us grow as directors
and musicians.

What does the certificate do for
you? A certificate has no inherent
worth. Having a certificate won’t
make anyone a better director. The
pursuit of that certificate, however,

Sing ... for lite!

BILL

A BARBERSHOP QUARTET

Contact: Dan Casamatta

ST:
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is sure to do so. It indicates to you
and to the members of your chorus
that you are trying to become a bet-
ter director — to attempt to make it
possible for the members of your
chapter to enjoy this hobby even
more.

In all likelthood the chapter will
sing and perform better because of
your continuing efforts to improve
your directing and musical skills. As
an added bonus, you get to experi-
ence an intense, exhilarating, and re-
energizing week at Directors Col-
lege immersed in Barbershop at its
best.

Please give serious consideration
to joining the Director Certification
Program. Applications are available
from your district VP for Chorus
Director Development. Your chap-
ter, your district, and your Society
will thank you. B

Soomenigim ..

6705 Adaridge Dr. SE

Ada, Michigan 49301

(616) 676-8814
E-Mail: porgyt@aol.com

JOEL MARK
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Chapters

Wayne
By Bob Wolf
|L\ l othing much has been heard of the Wayne Chap-

ter for some time, But I’'m here to say that we are
still alive and SINGING!

We recently made a tour of shopping malls for the
Observer Newspapers, celebrating the 50-year anniver-
sary of the City of Livonia.

This year, we took a stab at the Singing Valentine
program. It was exciting because we formed two new
quartets within the chapter. It generated a lot of enthu-
siasm, and those that participated thoroughly enjoyed it
and are anxious to do it again next year.

This yeat’s annual show, “Through the Years,” fea-
tured the JURASSIC LARKS and UPSTAGE SOUND along
with some chapter quartets and ensembles.

Larry Radley, Wayne Chapter’s 1999 Al
Fricker Memorial Barbershopper of the
Year.

In March, we held our ladies appreciation dinner at
Pic A Bone Restaurant, honoring the fine work our la-
dies have done for the chapter as well as their forgiving
nature to their husbands, allowing them the time for

their hobby.

The highlight of the evening was the presentation of
the Al Fricker Memorial Barbershopper of the Year
Award to LARRY RADLEY. In his 12-plus years in
Barbershopping, Larry has held many executive posi-
tions and is a credit to the lead section of the chorus. 1
was proud to be able to present this award to Larry.

Be sure to keep ringing those chords.

Traverse City
By Elbert Ford

H ello to all our friends in the Pioneer District. We
just returned from the spring convention, with
many Cherry Capital members attending the entire
weekend. I felt that it was one of the best I've ever at-
tended in my 28 years of Barbershopping. DOC did a
super job putting together lots of fun things to keep us
hopping, from a super quartet contest Friday evening to
the Sunday morning worship service, and everything in
between. They are to be congratulated.

The Traverse City Chapter will host the fall conven-
tion, and we hope all you fun-seekers will return and
give us a chance to offer to you another great weekend
of harmony!

We didn’t finish as high as we had hoped in the cho-
rus contest on Saturday. I’d like to think it was because
we have been concentrating on our show music this
spring. We decided to just take two songs, go down to
represent Traverse City, and get in on the fun of a good
old Pioneer District convention.

Speaking of the show, we’ve been hard at work, not
only learning new music, but also selling tickets and ad-
vertising. Our guest quartet will be CHORDIAC ARREST
from the Chicago area. The show will be on Friday and
Saturday evenings, June 9 and 10, at Interlochen’s
Corson Auditorium at 8:00 p.m. If you have been want-
ing to come north and relax in the Grand Traverse area,
you can obtain tickets from Jeff Belanger. Call 231-933-
9900 ot e-mail at tedoughbov@hotmail.com.

We are looking forward to a busy summer with all of
the activities we have lined up. We also plan to have a
membership drive following our show. We’re not only
looking for a few good singers, but also some willing
workers to help us host the fall convention.

Our doors are always open to visitors, so if you find
yourself up here on a Tuesday night, come on over to
the Presbyterian Church on Airport Access Road, just
off Munson Avenue (US 31 North), at 7:00 p.m. and
sing a tag with us.
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Livingston County
By Ralph LeRoy

he Lamplighters are lighting up the towns in

Livingston county with good old-fashioned Bar-
bershop songs. We have several scheduled singouts
from church services to family reunions. We are totally
committed to helping our community advance its
goals along with our own.

President Ray Jones has initiated a new member
campaign that includes most of the usual methods of
attracting new singers such as signs, and we have also
developed a unique mailer that is being sent out to the
churches this month and will also be used to help in
our recruiting efforts. The mailer highlights our com-
munity singing efforts with emphasis on senior appre-
ciation, fund raisers, holiday parties, business func-
tions, and church services.

We work closely with our Chamber of Commerce
and are planning to have a float in this year’s Fourth of
July Parade.

The entire chorus takes part in most of our outings
with our quartet THOSE GUYS handling spur of the
moment activities.

Any questions, call or email me: Ralph LeRoy. 810-
227-0780 or RLeRoy@jismi.net.

—
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A t the district spring convention, Golden Anni-
versary Award Chairman Don Funk (above
right) proudly announced that Gordon Kesterke of
Benton Harbor-St. Joseph, Jack Oonk of Holland,
and Bob Wisdom of Motor City Metro (above left)
had attained 50 years of membership in SPEBSQSA.

Y
Livingston County Chapter’s Lamplighter Chorus
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Saginaw Bay
By Ralph Brown
‘ X / ow! Wow! Wow! Contest weekend was abso-

lutely an incredible experience for us “first time
contenders.” It was interesting to note how much the
veteran competitors of our chorus were enjoying the
process. We had the entire gamut of thoughts regarding
our decision to go to contest: We aren’t ready
(apprehension), we should wait until fall
(procrastination), we don’t have enough singers (bigger
is better), we need to improve our craft (must compete
to improve), we want to grow (achievement helps), we
must have goals (sing at contest and have fun with
other chapters).

In late January, Nan Wardin signed on and told us
she would get us ready for contest if we made the com-
mitment and worked hard by pulling out all stops and
have only positive thoughts and comments at all times,
especially at rehearsal; no negativity allowed. We had
little time to select music, schedule extra practices, get
contest outfits selected, etc.

As luck would have it, we managed to get past vari-
ous hurdles, the worst of which were illnesses. We were
at the end of March and still not certain if we would
have sufficient parts to go to contest. One of our leads,
Tom Kren, must have thought he was off the beat be-
cause he went into the hospital after contest and had a
pacemaker replaced, which he had had for a record 18
years. He said he is doing fine and is kept on beat elec-
tronically.

One of our tenors, Bill Grumbley, hastened his re-
covery from surgery so he could be with us on stage. 1
personally was concerned that I might have a kidney
stone attack and not make the performance; thank God
for pain pills.

At the last minute (which means we were already
dressed for the stage), three wives — Yvonne Donnelly,
Barb Davis, and Mrs. Ligrow — volunteered to put our
stage make-up on us. It was like putting wheel dressing
on a bunch of old tires (in some cases).

Alas and alack, we made it to the risers 20 strong
and, as Nan put it, we flat-out had fun. About half of
our chorus has been at this hobby for over 30 years and
a couple for 50 years or more. Boy, do they have stories

to tell of contests past, especially the evening activities
and “allnighters” that saw and heard some crowing go-
ing on by sunup and they were not roosters from the
near by farms. The pipes only last so long!

I was very fortunate to have my mother and eldest
sister standing next to me by the monitor in the hall
when it was announced that we won our plateau. That
was one of those special moments in life!

Barbershoppers truly are an extended family because
so many wives and other family members get involved
with our hobby. Several of our chorus members have
told me how they were congratulated by people they
had never met before. Barbershoppers exalt and en-
courage their winners unlike any other competitive
groups I have been involved with.

The HARBOR SOUNDs CHORUS sends its thanks to
everyone involved for making the 2000 contest week-
end a most memorable event for us and as one of our
members, Paul Ward, put it, “Keep an eye on us be-
cause every time we sing, we are going to sing better
than the last time.”

We hope to see everyone in the fall.

Windsor

By Needa Reporter

_: ach chapter can proudly be called the Kings of
A4 Barbershop in their own community. After our
56th anniversary show, “The Best of Barbershop,” the
sell-out crowd once again said, “Bravo, wonderful, su-
perb, great job, well done!” Director Dan Bezaire and
his capable assistant Doug Scott helped us put our best
foot forward.

Six chapter quartets each had an opportunity to per-
form: JUDGMENT DAY, MIX MASTERS, LITTLE MIX
MASTERS, COUNTY CONNECTION, DESPERATE MEAS-
URES, and BORDER CROSSING. Our guest quartets were
the icing on the cake. FOURTHWITH SOUND from
Strathroy tickled everyone’s funny bone, and W]BC
showed why they are district champions.

The SUN PARLOUR CHORUS and several quartets are
very active throughout the Windsor area. We have been
asked to provide the entertainment for eight Lutheran
churches as they raise funds for the Canadian Lutheran
World Relief.

In June we will entertain thousands as they enjoy the
beautiful Dieppe Gardens on the Riverfront. This is
part of the Organization of American States (O.A.S.)
Convention. We will be followed by the Windsor Sym-
phony Orchestra. I hope the crowd sticks around to
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hear them.

A number of summer activities are in the planning
stage in addition to our weekly meetings. One of the
highlights will be the Koop Pig Roast on Civic Holiday
in August. Peter Koop was a Windsor member and his
widow, Elsa, enjoys having us each year at her place in
Wheatley.

In order to save postage, I will use this forum to put
forth the following challenge. The Windsor Chapter
challenges the Sault Ste. Marie Chapter to a sing-off at
the fall convention. Two songs on the contest stage will
determine the Canadian champions of the Pioneer Dis-
trict. We have thrown down the gauntlet. Pick it up if
you darel!

Detroit-Oakland

By Tom Uicker

It is the first week of May and Detroit-Oakland mem-
bers are still catching up on their rest after a long and
glorious convention weekend in Battle Creek. No, our
chapter can’t claim to be responsible for the beautiful
weather we had, but we did enjoy it all the same. There
is nothing like a beautiful spring day to brighten an al-
ready fun-filled event. We thank you all for the kind re-
marks in person and on the PioNet in regard to our job
of hosting the convention this spring.

The truth is we enjoyed it also. This was our fourth
opportunity to host since the district went to repeating
the convention at the same site for multiple years. If
your chapter hasn’t tried it yet, join the fun. You will
find it rewarding, not only monetarily, but also in the
spirit of togetherness it brings to your workers. Good
luck to Traverse City who has agreed to take on the job
this fall. And thank you to the various district personnel
who do the job every time. You make it all so easy.

By the time you read this, our Jug Night party will be
over for another year. I hope you all saw the fliers we
had out and had a chance to attend. If it is like last year,
it will be another great night out. It is too bad that Jug
Night and the Windsor Send-Off show are on adjacent
Fridays. Our International-bound representatives can
use our combined support rather than competition be-
tween chapters. Any suggestions?

Anyway, Detroit-Oakland has a couple of perform-
ances coming up this summer. We sing for the Royal
Oak Concert Series on Wednesday, July 12, and then
for the Nardin Park Concert Series (Farmington Hills)
on Wednesday, July 26. Both are free concerts and you
are welcome to attend.

We also have a chapter picnic set for Saturday, July
22. We would love to see our inactive members show
up and renew acquaintances. And our music team and
show committee are already working on new songs for
next year's show.

Meanwhile, if you happen to be in the neighborhood
of Royal Oak some Monday night about 7:30, stop by
Starr Presbyterian Church at Thirteen Mile and Crooks
Road and sing a couple with us. Or, if you are free on
Wednesday afternoons, our Daytime Singers meet at
the same church between 1:00 and 3:30 pm.

Flint
By Chuck Murray

he Pioneer District has honored Paul Smith for his

work in chapter public relations and marketing for
1999 with a first-place Public Relations Officer of the
Year (PROTY) award. A recently retired General Mo-
tors engineer, Smith has been a Barbershopper for 10
years, has received 16 Man-of-Note awards, was Flint
Chapter President for two years, and has been PR chair-
man for more than a year. He was jointly nominated by
Chapter President Ed Wracan and Music Director John
Noteware.

Smith’s activities during 1999 included promotion of
the annual show, an open house, a chicken dinner fund-
raiser, and a series of Christmas Chorus appearances. In
addition to promoting Chorus activities in ten newspa-
pers and various electronic media, he designed and pro-
duced ads, fliers, mailers, ticket mail order forms, a
show program cover, and a media fax form. Looking
forward to the future, he created a three-page docu-
ment to guide a successor PR chairman. Even with this
written job description, we think his shoes will be diffi-
cult to fill! Congratulations, Paul!

Flint Chapter nominated Bob Longroy as Barber-
shopper of the Month (BOTM) for his multitude of
services to the chorus. Not only did he coordinate the
mass direct mailing which advertised the spring show,
but he also managed the reserved-seat ticket sales as
well. He also functions as the main chorus contact for
chorus performances. He coordinates the Bowl-A-
Pedics fund-raiser in Grand Blanc. He is also the lead
singer in TIME OUT! quartet. Congratulations, Bob!

Dave Lonsbury, the creative juice behind our spring
show, “When Everything Old is New Again,” recently
took the chorus through a “dry run” of the show. This
author got lucky and learned that he gets to stand be-
hind the bar. Guest pianist, Bob Milne, will appear, as
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will guest quartet RUMORS. We are all working hard to
insure a successful show. Check our Website for ticket
info: http://community.mlive.com/cc/flintbarbershop.
Chapter quartet TIME OUT! said many good things
about the helpful suggestions they received from the
judges, and others, at Spring Contest. It was this quar-
tet’s first time behind the microphone in Battle Creek,
and they said it was truly a memorable experience.
Their thanks go out to their coaches, Ed Wracan for his
help, and to POWER PLAY for their inspiration and for
setting such a great example. They also expressed grati-
tude for the efficient, professional way DOC hosted the
contest. They are recommending to newly formed quar-
tets to include going to contest as one additional step in
the “continuous improvement process.” Gee, with
brothers like this, “It’s great to be a Barbershopper!”

Gaylord
By Jim Quin

he Gaylord Chapter has been very active since our

highly successful Singing Valentine program, with
a performance for the Lions District Convention held
at the Grayling Holiday Inn on April 14 by the com-
bined HARMONIE MEISTERS CHORUS and quartet.

May engagements are filling up our calendar with a
performance scheduled May 20 for the Kirtland’s War-
bler Festival held at the Kirtland College campus and,
something new for our chapter, performing at area high
schools to promote Barbershop singing to the young
people in our communities.

We found the principals of the three schools very
receptive to our proposed program, which was to sing
only to the chorus groups at each school, but have
asked us instead to put on our program for the entire
student body in an assembly setting. What is really neat
about the whole thing is that the three high schools are
in three different neighboring counties. We are trying to
do more schools in June, but are running out of time
before summer vacation.

July is the huge Alpen Fest held in Gaylord, with a

request for us to perform on July 19 and supply street
singing strolling quartets through July 22.

Don’t forget our big program for 2000 Bush League
to be held Sept. 30 in northern Michigan’s newest and
biggest state-of-the-art auditorium and the greatest hos-
pitality in Michigan. See you there.

Grosse Pointe
By Nick Piccione

It’s amazing how a marked improvement in contest
performance brings infectious enthusiasm for all
things convention. The leap in standings from 14th
place last time to 4th place was noticeably enjoyed by
all at our “Harvey’s Dinner” following the Saturday af-
ternoon performance. Heartfelt thanks go to our tal-
ented director, Steve Pauling, for providing this pleas-
ant memory!

In the upcoming events category, we expect to have
a dozen or so members attend “Harmony Round-up”
this year ... and Chairman Frank Lozzi tells us he ex-
pects about two dozen at our annual golf outing on
May 23, 24, and 25 at Gull Lake, perennially a grand
success.

The grease paint will be out again on Thursday, June
8, for a new venue for the Grosse Pointe Chapter Din-
ner Theater. The elegant ballroom at the Grosse Pointe
War Memorial is the perfect place for cabaret entertain-
ment. The vibrant “Life is a cabaret, old chum, so come
to the cabaret” will introduce songs by our chorus, our
own quartets, and our guest quartet WJBC. Our regular
show will take place on September 16 at Roseville Jun-
ior High School.

The Grosse Pointe Chapter spotlight falls this issue
on the co-winners of this yeat’s “Barbershopper of the
Year™:

Gordon Dubnil - With 52 years of Barbershop
singing dating back to high school, Gordy’s presence
has been an important one. Transferring to Grosse
Pointe Chapter in 1971, he has been a strong part in
both chapter responsibilities and in chapter singing. In-
strumental in the activities of our most appreciated
GOOD NEWS GOSPEL SINGERS since its inception, he
has been active in quartet singing from the OCCIDEN-
TAL FOUR in 1950 to winning the seniors contest in
1991 with FRIENDS. Gordon and his wife, Lucille, are
indeed long-term assets to the chapter.

Michael Sullivan - Mike has served as chapter
president and a myriad of other chapter posts too nu-
merous to list here. As charities chairman, he identified
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the Holly Ear Institute at St. John’s Hospital as worthy
of our fund raising (they have received over $15,000 to
date). But Mike is best known for his enthusiasm for
life and fun. Spearheading pub crawls, bus trips. sing-
outs, and the like. He and his wife, Donna, have hosted
several of our more successful hospitality rooms. Enter-
tainment, fun, laughs are all synonymous with Mike Sul-
livan ... another asset to the chapter.

To pick winners can be so unnerving

From fields where so many are deserving.
But “Barbershopper Of The Year”
Is a title easy to steer

To two gnys with devotion unswerving.

Pontiac-Waterford

By Gene Downie
Pontiac-Waterford Chapter Woodshed Contest

n March, the Pontiac-Waterford Chapter held its 44t

Annual Woodshed Contest. Seven Pioneer chapters
were represented in the competition including Clark-
ston, Detroit-Oakland, Flint, Grosse Pointe, Milford,
Motor City Metro, and Pontiac-Waterford. The Carol P.
Adams Bennington Trophy was awarded to Motor City
Metro for having the highest percentage of participating
chapter members at the contest.

There were two winning quartets recognized this
year. The STAR SINGERS included Jim Grogan, tenor
(Grosse Pointe); Ron Arnold, lead (Pontiac-Waterford);
Jeff Woodruff, bari (Motor City Metro); and John
Wade, Bass (Grosse Pointe). Individual awards were
presented to the second winning quartet BEST PARTS.
This quartet included “best tenor” Marv Wilson
(Detroit-Oakland), “best lead” Ron Gilles (Flint), “best
bari” Dick Johnson (Pontiac-Waterford), and “best
bass” Bert West (Grosse Pointe). Bert captured his sec-
ond individual award, the first coming 39 years ago.

There were two additional highlights during the eve-
ning. The first was special recognition of the originator
of the woodshed contest, Hall of Fame member Bill
Pascher. Chapter President Gene Downie then recog-
nized nine past presidents of the Pontiac-Waterford
Chapter: Bill Dabbs (1998), Bob Woodward (1997,
1996, 1995, 1992, & 1991), Roger Holm (1994 & 1993),
Mel Parrish (1993 & 1988), John Smith (1986), Len
Barnes (1985, 1964, & 1959), Bill Pascher (1984, 1957,
& 1944), Dick Johnson (1977 & 1976) and Lyle How-
ard (1969).

This very successful event was held at the Pontiac

Country Club. Mark your calendars now for the 45t
Annual Woodshed Contest on March 30, 2001.

A man of note
The Pontiac-Waterford Chapter has come a long way in
the past three years. We are within sight of our three-
year membership goal and our music and performance
skills are showing signs of steady improvement. We
have a good mixture of experienced singers and some
strong new voices.

The one aspect of our chapter which stands out
more than any other is our musical leadership. Chris
Miller is a director who believes in the full spectrum of
Barbershop music and does his best to pass that belief
on to others. He has taken great pains to provide plenty
of variety in each rehearsal and to actively involve as
many men as possible. He is serious about Barbershop
music, yet is able to keep things light and have fun. His
sense of humor keeps the group relaxed, even as we’re
being criticized.

New men are often involved in tag singing with
Chris before they even know what a tag is. Many of
them have been caught up in the thrill of a ringing
chord before the end of their first evening. His easy
manner and desire for honest fellowship with all mem-
bers helps to provide a strong bond among chapter
members.

As a strong proponent of fun, fellowship, and good
singing, he has helped to create the conditions for
growth within our chapter. We will continue to grow
because it is such an enjoyable experience.

I, for one, have benefited greatly from this experi-
ence and I know others feel the same way. We are for-
tunate to have a director of his temperament and cali-
ber standing in front of us. We recognize Chris Miller
as a real man of note.

Lansing
By Paul Howe

’ve only been a Barbershopper for about four years,

but I have to say that, for me at least, the spring 2000
convention was the most fun of any that I've attended.
I just wish that I could have been two people, so that I
could have seen and done everything I wanted. What an
absolute blast singing in a 100-plus-man JOE BARBER-
SHOP CHORUS. From on stage, the sound was incredi-
ble.

We of the Lansing Chapter were pleased to help

|(Continued on page 30) |
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form the nucleus of that chorus. It was also an honor to
“sing away” the district trophy to our good friends in
the GREAT LAKES CHORUS Saturday night.

We are beginning work on two new songs for our
fall convention package, but this will have to take a
back seat for a few weeks as the feverish preparations
for our upcoming Krazy Kwartet Kontest swing into
high gear. This year’s Kontest will be May 23. The
Kontest is the low, er, highlight of the year for many
Barbershoppers. Past participants have included such
notable quartets as the PITTSBURGH SQUEELERS, PALE-
FACE, and last year’s winner — a quartet that has since
gone on to some notoriety —FOOL’S GOLD. Guests are
always welcome. However, we are sorry that we will be
unable to accept applications from registered district
quartets.

Other upcoming events for Lansing include our an-
nual picnic July 16 and singing the National Anthem for
the Lugnuts baseball game at Oldsmobile Park on Au-
gust 15.

Holland

By Art Lane

Tag-singers of Pioneer District invited to July contest
he 15th Annual Chester P. Oonk Memorial Tag
Contest will be held by the Holland Chapter on

Saturday, July 22. Members from throughout the dis-
trict who like to sing tags are invited. In addition, we
expect a delegation from the Terre Haute, Ind., Chapter
and Sweet Adelines from western Michigan.

For those inclined, the day starts with a golf tourna-
ment at 8:30 a.m. at West Shore Golf Course in Doug-
las, south of Holland. About noon to 3 p.m., people
will start practicing tags at the nearby Saugatuck RV Re-
sort. There will be a dinner of roast pig followed by the
tag contest about 7:00 p.m. You can bring a quartet and
also form additional quartets from among the other
singers. There are prizes for the best novice and profes-

sional quartets, the biggest bass sound and the person
who competes in the most quartets.

Interested? Call Holland Chapter President Jack C.
Oonk for details at 616-392-4794. Or visit him by e-
mail at joonk@wmol.com, or tour the chapter website
at http://members.aol.com/hollandwmc.

Holland Chapter awaits grants from city,
community foundation

Grants to speed fund-raising for renovation of the Park
Theater and to help with music education and musical
shows have been recommended by the Community
Foundation of the Holland-Zeeland Area and by the
City of Holland. The Community Foundation said in a
letter to President Jack C. Oonk, “We are pleased to an-
nounce to you that your request for funding has been
granted in the amount of $20,000 to assist in establish-
ing an office for theater planning and fundraising ef-
forts for the Park Theater Performance Center. We
hope that this grant will help to enable a successful pro-
ject for the benefit of the entire area.”

The chapter will use the money to set up an office at
the theater and to secure the services of a professional
fund-raising firm. With the aid of the firm the chapter
seeks to raise some $850,000 for a complete renovation
of the century-old building, which was a movie theater
from about 1920 to 1984. The chapter purchased the
vacant theater in 1998. In addition to meeting and prac-
ticing there, the aim is to make the theater available for
community performances of all kinds.

City of Holland grant proposed

A grant of $3,750.00 has been proposed for the chapter
by the City of Holland Department of Leisure and Cul-
tural Services. The funds will be used for two purposes:
to help the chapter put on its weekly music education
program for area men, and to help put on a series of
vaudeville-style shows using talent from throughout the
community

Auditions for Admissions brings new members
Did you ever have a program that worked better than
you thought it would? That’s what happened to the
Holland Chapter with “Auditions for Admissions™ cre-
ated by James Hall. In three weeks, we had 15 potential
members sing with us, and two have become members,
with more expected. The goal of the program was to
invite men who like to sing to join us on the risers dur-
ing our regular weekly meetings and show them what
our hobby was about.

We used a series of nights instead of a single eve-
ning, so the guests could start to feel comfortable.
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Auditions were informal, conducted by the music com-
mittee. Follow-up included music to take home and
personal thank you notes mailed to guests. We got
word out through personal contact, newspaper ads and
stories, and our theater marquee. During meetings, Di-
rector Myke Lucas and Assistant Director Mike Oonk
offered a wide variety of music, from warm-ups to cho-
rus singing, regular quartet and round-robin quartet
singing, craft tips, and tag singing. One week we had a
special treat — a visit by members of the Muskegon
Chapter, including quartets WHATEVER FOUR and
HARMONY TRANSFER. We plan to have several more
member programs that extend for several weeks later
this year.

New gang on the risers
At the recent district convention, the HOLLAND WIND-
MILL CHORUS had three men on the risers who had
never competed before. Hats off to Bruce Rabe, David
Chamness and Nathan Rowan.

Monroe North

By Chris Berry

l-\ fI onroe North has been a happenin’ place lately.
The chapter has been out of the spotlight for

some time, but we are coming back with a big splash.

In March, we hosted a very successful show with
eight separate acts (yep, that’s right — eight!) The show
opened with the FLORAL CITY HARMONIZERS showing
new life. Our upbeat music selections kept the audi-
ence tapping their toes and singing along. We came out
with a brighter attitude, a great musical blend, and even
choreography (just to prove even an older chorus can
still move with the best of them). After the chorus got
the audience warmed up, we had no less than three
chapter quartets on stage — LONG AND SHORT OF IT,
CHORDIAL FOUR, and JusT BY CHANCE — again
showing the chapter’s vitality.

We also had the pleasure of having our director’s
quartet, ARCHIVE, on our show with a fantastic sound
that I’d place in my book as a headliner for any show.
The chapter also hosted a mixed a cappella group from
Monroe High School called GENERATIONS OF SOUND.
I’d like to say that I was very impressed with the 18
young men and women who graced our stage with a
great sound that we should include again next year.

The singing went long into the night, almost three
hours, and finished with our two headliners, PLATINUM
and TURNING POINT. Both quartets showed the chap-
ter and audience the way Barbershop should be per-

formed. PLATINUM’S sound was nothing less than per-
fect with posts from the quartet that seemed to go on
forever. TURNING POINT’S mix of music and comedy
was right on the mark.

With the end of this show, we again have raised the
bar for our chaptet’s performance for next year. I am
looking forward to the challenge.

A pleasant outcome of the show came the following
Tuesday at practice when we had three guests, two of
whom became new members of the chapter in the last
month. Guess it goes to show that everyone loves to
sing with a good group.

We came off the show high and turned right around
to head off to the Spring Contest in Battle Creek. What
a time. We had 28 men on stage, singing and stepping
our hearts out. We told the same story we said at our
concert in March: we are having a ball singing Barber-
shop!

I was quite pleased with our placing 10th. We have
come a long way from last year’s competition. We have
a drive to continue to improve, and with Dave as our
new director helping us put out a greater sound and in-
crease our musical knowledge, I see Monroe North in
the top five in the next couple of years. With a cabaret
scheduled for the fall and several performances
through the summer, we are keeping quite busy and I
am looking forward to this time next year!

Huron Valley

By Darrell Richmond

Huron Valley quartet visits Saline H.S. Chordsmen
quartet from Huron Valley arose a daybreak one
recent Tuesday morning to entertain, demonstrate

and teach a local group of singers about Barbershop
harmony. The CHORDSMEN, a Saline High School
group of young men and their dads, sing together every
other Tuesday morning before their work or school
day begins. Huron Valley members Keith Opal, Lynn
Herche, Delruss Wolff, and Dave MacLeod performed
a recent contest uptune, “Sweet Georgia Brown,” and
taught a tag. They were invited to stay for the first hour
class, a gitl’s chorus, where they repeated their package.

On Tuesday, May 16, Huron Valley will again be

welcoming guests at the Stony Creek United Methodist
Church in Ypsilanti. Tireless in promoting the chorus
and increasing our membership, Hal Thompson has
both organized this “Barbershop party” and invited
quartets WJBC and chapter quartet CHORDIOLOGY to
perform. More than 20 guests will be visiting, including
a Saline newspaper reporter ... as a singer!



32

Pioneer Troubadour June/July 2000

R\ TR

One tequila, two tequila, three te-
quila, floor!

Isn’t it about time for some new
clichés?

“Suppose you were an idiot. And
suppose you were a member of

Congress. But I repeat myself.”
Mark Twain

If Milli Vanilli are alone in the
forest and fall, does someone else
make a sound?

Top 10 reasons to procrastinate:
1.

What if the hokey-pokey really is
what it’s all about?

Ninety percent of the members
of any given Barbershop chorus
will consider themselves to be in
the top 25 percent of that chorus
talent pool.

Wayne Chapter, SPEBSQSA, Inc.
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“Music must take rand as the highest of the
fine arts — as the one which, more than
any other, ministers to human welfare.”

Herbert Spencer

Upcoming Events

2000

June 9-10 - Traverse City Show. Con-
tact Jeff Belanger: 231-933-9900

June 9 - Windsor Send-Off.

July 2-9 - SPEBSQSA International
Convention & Competition - Kansas
City. www.spebsgsa.org/KansasCity

July 15-18 - Harmony Explosion
Camp, Ball State University, Muncie,
Ind. Contact Al Bonney: 231-223-4064

July 30-Aug. 6 - Harmony College/
Directors College, Missouri Western
State College, St. Joseph, Missouri.
Contact 1-800-876-SING x-8551

Aug. 17-20 - Buckeye Invitational, Co-
lumbus, Ohio. Contact Walt Miller:
740-928-6306, or http://www.singing
buckeyes.org90

Sept. 16 - Alpena Show. Contact Karl 2001

Heidemann: 517-734-7038
eiaemann Feb. 3 - Macomb County Show.

Sept. 16 - Grand Rapids Show.
* rand Fapies Show Apr. 27-29 - District Spring Convention
Sept. 16 - Gratiot County Show. Con-

tact Mark Wilson: 517-833-2466 Oct. 19-21 - District Fall Convention
Note: All chapter show activities
Sept. 29-30 - Bush League 2000. Con- e
tact Hank Hedges: 517-731-1169 must be cleared thrqugh District
Secretary Jack Schneider (contact
Oct. 7 - Muskegon Show. Contact info. on page 2).

Mike O’'Donnell: 616-363-1368, or
Web Scrivnor: 616-842-9041

Oct. 20-22 - District Fall Convention

Oct. 28 - Pontiac-Waterford Show, Correction

Contact Dick Johnson: 248-363-5173 In the April/May 2000 issue, the
Nov. 4 - Rochester Show. Contact charitable contributions chart on
Carl Hasselwander: 248-651-6172 page 13 should have indicated

Dec. 1-3 - COTS. Gull Lake that the Rochester Chapter
’ ) earned a Bronze award.
Dec. 8, 10 - Grand Rapids Show.
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