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Third Coast — a quartet experience
at Harmony College

By Al Bonney,
Traverse City Chapter President

s members of the
Traverse City Chapter,
we were four of a total
contngent of 19 mem-
bers who made the 16-hour drive

From breath support
and rehearsal  disci
pline, 1o
sound, vowel march-

mellow

mg, and voice pro-
duction ups, the week

was  an  immersion

to St. Joseph, Mo, With the largest SouEe small L.;"'

chapter contingent present this semble singing taugh!

vear, our group took some pride h!"_ the best of the

knowing we would bring home a h::':-lt; by G |

il £ a e obby Grey Jr., = :
‘“‘k":]‘j 1”“;“1'“'”” t“* "!;“‘ VENE peddie King, Bl Hard at work in one of the many grueling
skills to benefit the chapter as a p P

il ..H ¢ ;-'mh S 8 th-r o X Meyers, Jim sessions during Harmony College quartet
whole. As members of the Roneer . ©° L omni. coaching, Freddie King (center) demon-

contingent, we were proud to be
among the five quartets from our
district. The entire quartet-coaching
group numbered only 30 quarters!

strates an intricate piece of choreography
to quartet THIRD CoasT. (I to r) Tenor Al
Bonney, lead Phil Knapp, King, bass Dan

presence of ;_:u]d
medals became diz-

zving and common-

3 o place. While we Decker, and baritone Jim Mudgett. Photo
L T g0, DEvEr ceased to be Provided by Al Bonney. Additional photos of

THIRD COAST is a new quan-::: an:i just a littde intimi- Harmany Coege on peges Y4.and 19,

with no contest tume under our dated singing for

belts, we knew we needed coaching
if we were to move to the next level
of excellence, Our previous experi-
ences at Harmony College were
strong enough for us to know that
the concentrated focus for six days
would be very helpful. What we did
not realize was just how good it
Wi Iulil lTl'.r

We began singing and learning
on Monday moming and didn’t
stop 't Saturday afternoon. On the
first evening, | paused to make a list
of all the things 1 learned 10 just the
first day — my list filled a pagel

them, they treated us with the re-
spect and good humor usually re-
served for good friends. True bar-
bershoppers all!

The peak of the week for us was
the opportunity to perform one of
the numbers we had worked on all
week during the Parade Of Ouartets.
Fearing the worst from an audience
of our peers, we were treated like
the other 23 quartets singing that
night with cheers and hoots of en-
thusiasm and support.

Home now, and mostly caught
up on my sleep, 1 know 1 will go

back next year — hopefully with
my quartet — but certainly 1 will
return to our Society’s finest and
most wonderful learning  experi-
ence. Only those who have gone
through Harmony College under-
stand the growth and joy the week
brings to our individual and collec-
tive barbershop lives. The pity is
that the depth and breadth of the
experience is so significant and
wonderful, mere words fall short
trying to describe why the uninid-
ated should want to come along
next year, W
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Dazzling Diamonds sparkie

C ongratulations to the DAz
ZLING DIAMONDS — cham-
pions of the Sweet Adelines Inter-
(SAT)
Quartet Compedtion for young
women held in San Antonio, Texas,
How could such a young ensemble
accomplish this? Where
did they come from?

[t was only a year
and a half ago that the
Lansing Chapter held

natonal first

Rising  Srar

their first quartet com-
Pcrlri(m for area hig'h
schools. The evenr re-
ceived grear publicity in
hoth the Tromfadanr and
the Harmenizer. More
L]I'I.E'I.E'.I. ten L]Uﬂr[CLS e1n-
tered and were judged
by a highly qualiﬁf_‘cl

panel.  The WINNers
(one of three young
women’s quartets  en-

tered) were the Dia

MOND GIRLS from Grand Ledge
Middle School. Their music
teacher, Jamie Carey (lead of FIRE
POWER! and then-Lansing Chaprter
chorus  director), assembled the
foursome from his choral program,
assisted with music, and coached
them to their victory, But this was
just the beginning!

During the summer and fall of
last vear they were introduced to
and regularly visited the Water
Wonderland Chorus of SAl in
Okemos, Mich. They soon became
members and started coaching with
Kendra (Gibson) Lapeinte and
Vicki Gibson. Their repertoire was
expanding {along with their sound)
and they were making numerous
the

H.FPCEI.FEI.HL'CH in and 'EI.T{JLIl'Id

By Ken Gibson, Lansing Chapter

Lansing area. It was later that fall
that they caught the arention of
Region #17 of 53Al which encom-
P:as.scs part of Michigan and much
of Ohio and Pennsylvania, The re-
gion was excited with their poten-
tial and agreed to sponsor them as

DAzzZLING DIAMONDS

competitors in the first ever Young
Women in Harmony evenr enttled
the Rising Star Quarter Compen-
tuon.,

Now the work began to prepare
for only the second contest in their
young career, even though they
were just starting eighth and ninth
grades! New music, choreography,
and costumes were the order of
business for the winter and spring
of this year.

They officially repgistered their
quartet with SAT as the DAZZLING
DiAMONDS since the name DIa-
MOND GIRLS was already  taken,
They then began a wvigorous re-
hearsal schedule,

On Friday night, July 23, with
their families all in attendance,

these four young ladies competed
against 11 other quarters from
across the United States and Grear
Britain. They captured first place in
three out of four categorics and
were crowned the first Rising Star
Quartet Champions of SAL

In additon to their
§2,000  scholarships
(which matches Lans-
ing's prize), they will
be honored guests and
performers at  the
Sweet Adeline Interna-
donal coneest and con-
venton in Atanta this
September.

These four Grand
Ledge honor students,
athletes {oh yes, and
first generation SAI)
are  truly  “Rising
Stars.”

Thank you Jamie
and the Lansing Chap-
ter] Thank you Kendra and Vicki!
Thank you WATER WONDERLAND
CHORUS and Region #17. And es-
pecially thank you to ALL Barber-
shoppers and Sweet Adelines who
are actively encouraging and pro-
moting our wonderful hobby to the
youth or our world. We will surely
reap the rewards of our efforts for
generations to come!, B

TDSC has new eddress

he Detroit Sound Co. has a
new eddress:
http://www.thedetroitsoundco.
com
Old eddress:

http://hometown.aol.com/
altonfisk/music1findex.him
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Gonventiona/ Wisdom

P ioneer District barbershoppers
are invited to help celebrate a
birthday during the fall convention
Friday-Sunday, Oct. 15-17, in Bartle
Creck, headquartered at McCamly
Plaza Hotel.

That Friday is the 57th birthday
of Bill Cody of Alexandria, Va., the
Society’s representative to the con-
venton,

“How about if we publicize this
in the Trowb and ask everyone to
bring a birthday card for Bill,” sug-
gested Roger Lewis, convention
chairman, Leave the cards at the
registration desk by 6:00 p.m. Fri-
day and they will be presented at
the quartet semifinals, or Cody may
read them at breaks if he’s master
of ceremonies of the chorus con-
test.

If you wish to send cards in ad-
vance, mail them in care of Jim
Styer, 72 Allison Drive, Batle
Creck MI 49017,

Cody, a 25-year barbershopper,
is a Society Board member and has
competed with the ALEXANDRIA
HARMONIZERS in all 11 competi-
tion appearances, including three
for gold medals. A bass, he also was
a member in 1980-91 of VAUDE-
VILLE, five-time international
medalists, and in 1992-95 of AR
CADE, three-time international
semifinalists. He has held many
chapter, district, and Society posi-
tions, including Harmony College
and COTS faculty member, presen-
tation judge, and several offices and
committecs,

CONVENTION BIDS
During business meetings Fri-
day, bids for future convention sites
will be considered. The convention

By Jim Styer, Convention PR

is in Battle Creek through 2001.

Bids for the following rthree
vears have been submitted by Lans-
ing and the Detroit northern sub-
urb of Troy. Another may be re-
ceived from Bartle Creek,

“A site committee will make rec-
ommendations to the district board
after visits to the cities. The board
then will present the question to
the House of Delegates,” Lewis
said.

The board will meet at 2:00 a,m.
Friday and the House of Delegates
at 2:00 p.m. Friday, both at the
headquarters hotel. Other business
will include election of officers for
2000.

COMPETITIONS

The quartet semifinals and finals
to select a new district champion
will be at 7:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday, respectively, at W. K. Kel-
loge Auditorium.

A new feature will be the show
package during quartet finals Satur-
day. Quartets will sing two compe-
titon songs as usual, and may fill
remaining time within 14 minutes
with any other singing or show
presentation they wish. Forty addi-
tional points are available for the
show package. Pioneer is joining 12
of the 15 other districts in testing
this concept.

The chors contest, o select a
district representative to the inter-
national convention next summer,
will be at noon Saturday at the audi-
torium.

SENIORS' CONTEST
The Senior Quartet Contest will
be held about 4:00 p.m. Saturday in

the Branson Ballroom ar McCamly

Plaza Hotel. It will not be a part of
the quartet semifinals as previously
planned.

Competitors” ages must total at
least 240 and no member can be
vounger than 55 The winner can
represent the district in the seniors’
contest at mid-winter convention.

(Quartets may register with Con-
test & Judging VP Joel Mills by e-
mail (jmills@voyager.net), by con-
tacting him during convention at
the second-floor judges’ room at
the headquarters hotel, or at the
Branson Ballroom just before the
contest.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

The Pioneer District Quartet
Champions Associadon show is
scheduled at one-half hour after the
quartet  semifinals  Friday at
McCamly Plaza’s Branson Ball-
room. Cost is §5.00, Ken Gibson, a
member of 1969 district champs,
THE VAGABONDS, is organizing the
show.

Mike-testers for the chorus con-
test will be the JORE BARBERSHOP
CHORLUS, open to any barbershop-
per whether singing in another cho-
rus or not. Rehearsal will be at
10:00 a.m. Saturday at the gymna-
sium in the auditorium building.
(This is a change from the previ-
ously reported 10:30 a.m.)

Director will be Don Slamka of
quartet POWER PLAY. Songs are
Don Gray's arrangement of “Irish
Blessing” (music on inside rear
cover of this issue) and Mac Huff's
“Sweet and Lovely,”

A mass sing is to be held one-
half hour after the chorus compet-

(Continued on page 20)
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A View From The Tog
David Cole, President

How many peopie have seen the light?

I n my limited vears of barber-
shopping, 1 have had many
wonderful moments, met many tal-
ented individuals,
and seen many
interesting sights.
But 1 keep asking
“Does
anybody get it?”
I’ve seen T-Shirts
with “Tune It or
Diig ™ and
“Barbershop  Is
Not a Spectator
Sport” printed on them, and have
asked the same gquestion: “Does
anybody get it.” I've seen grown
men cry uncontrollably after win-
ning the internatonal contest —
they get it! But I keep asking my-
self, “Does Joe Barbershopper get
i?"

| wonder how many people in
our barbershop society can truly
explain what it is like to sing well, 1
ITCAry [CL'L"‘\" g{){]{j i:ﬁur'Fﬂl't i}'ﬂ.[’htl"
shop chords? 1 wonder how many
people in our barbershop society
can say they were a part of a chorus
or quartet who scored 90s or better
in competiion? How about 92s? 1
wonder how many people in our
barbershop society can  explain
what it is like to sing chords so well
that they dare not mess it up for the
benefit of the other singers?

I wonder if T will ever personally
experience pure four-part barber-
shop harmony like it's never been
felt before? Will you? How about
the guy you stand next to on the
risers? How about the other three
guys in your quartet? Are vou in-

myself,

volved in singing barbershop har-
mony solely to attain mediocrity?
And if that is the case, is mediocrity
fair to our customers, the audience?

Our ears are funny instruments,
allowing us to instantly detect good
singing from mediocre singing, Our
brain places a limit on how poor
the mediocrty will be before we
choose not to pardcipate, whether
we are singing or listening. If these
two statements are true (and they
are), then our audiences are no dif-
ferent than ourselves. 1f they are
not pleasantly entertained, they will
either stop listening, simply leave,
or choose not to participate the
next time barbershoppers come to
perform.

I want to rake vou on a tip. The
destination is real, only the charac-
ters have been changed to protect
the innocent.

Imagine a chorus which is so or-
ganized that when you walk
through the doors for the first time,
you are greeted by the membership
vice-president, handed off w0 a
mentor, given 4 guest book with all
of the chorus’ songs tabbed in al-
phabetical order, handed to a voice
placement coach, personally greeted
by art least a dozen chorus mem-
bers, including the director, placed
in your spot on the risers, all prior
to the 30-minute warm-up session.

Imagine a chorus whose mem-
bers are so focused on perfect sing-
ing that no one talks while standing
on the risers for three hours. Imag-
ine a director who only needs to
whisper to make his point. Imagine
having a performance package with

so much activity that vou wonder
what’s wrong when you are simply
standing in place. Imagine having
seedonals ar least once each week
to work on perfecting notes and
vowel placement. Imagine standing
on the risers, hearing the purest
chords like you’ve never heard be-
fore coming from all around you,

Imagine standing on the risers
while they are vibrating from the
undertones which the bass section
15 producing. Imagine not being
able to sing simply because you
were in awe from what was hap-
pening around vou. Imagine never
having the opportunity to enjoy
these emodons.,

What is it thar drew you to bar-
bershopping to begin with? Was it
the style, the songs, or was it the
good quality of singing? Are you
still sadsfied with that style, those
songs, and the quality of singing?

If not, then what are vou doing
to create a positive change? Do you
the authority o initate
change? YES! You also have the
responsibility to make sure that
vour barbershopping experience is
satisfying to both yourself, and your
neighbor on the risers.

So what can you do? It’s simple.
Speak out to your chapter board,
and/or music team, Make it abun-
dantly clear to the other three guys
in your quartet. Shout it to the
world that you will except nothing
less than beaudfully sung barber-
shop chords.

What would happen to our soci-
ety if everyone, I mean evervone,
demanded a higher level of quality
in his barbershop experience?

We are at the threshold of a new
era in barbershop quarter and cho-
rus singing. We are beginning to see
a newfound respect for our hobby.

have

(Continued on page 12)
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t our recent meeting in Ana-
heim, President Ed Waesche
indicated thar the Society appears to

be having a financial shortfall of

close to $100,000 by the end of the

year. This may
mean  an  even
higher dues in-
crease  in 2000

unless we are able
o
1) Increase mem-
bership.
2) Expand  our
merchandising op-
erations at district convenuons,
3) Purchase more merchandise,
music, etc,, from the Society.
4) Promote the use of the MBNA
America SPEBSQSA  credit card
{(which already brings in the equiva-
lent of a $4.00 dues reduction),
By improving the above, we can
substantially decrease the deficit.
New members are running close

Don Challman

to 20 percent below expectations
and our retention rate has slipped
from B8 percent to 86.5. As was
mentioned in a previous article, the
Society Membership Department
has shifted some of its responsibili-
ties and will be spending 48 wecks
in the field working exclusively on
extension sites and chartening chap-
ters. The goal is 100 new chapters
by the end of 2000 and 1000 new
members by December 31, 2001.

Key target arcas for new chap-
ters will include metropolitan areas
where growth should be supported,
not resisted, by existing chaprers.
We will meet our goal of 20 new
chapters this vear, but will not reach
our objective of 36 new licensed
chapters,

Harmony College/Directors
College was very successful, with
the largest antendance in 20 years.
30 quartets and over 140 directors/
ass't, directors attended in addition
to regular students. The Socety
continues o urge districts o spon-
sor music educators at HEP func-
tions.

The Russian Barbershop Festival
held in late July in St. Petersburg
was a huge success. 250-plus par-
teipated included the Columbus-
Buckeye chorus, and other barber-
shoppers from coast to coast. Ac-
cording to Socicty President Ed
Waesche, “They evoked bravos, en-
cores, and wild applause wherever
they went.” Some choral directors
traveled over 2,000 miles to take in
Dr. Greg Lyne's master classes.

Youth Outreach Camps were
held in FWD, Cardinal, JAD, Rocky
Mountin, Southwestern, and Sun-
shine districts, Other districes have
plans underway and should be tout-
ing success stories shorty,

This years Leadership Forum
will again focus on team building
between the seven functional dis-
trict vice-presidents and their Sodi-
ety committees, berween district
presidents and their teams, and be-
tween district presidents and the
Society Board. This forum is the
sewting for all district officers to de-
velop their work plan for 2000, as-
sign responsibilities, etc,

The following board
took place at Anaheim:

1) The Board approved revisions in
the Operatons Manual concerning
the new Young Men in Harmony
Committee  (effective January 1,
2000) and the position of DVP for

actions

Young Men in Harmony (required
in all districts by January 1, 2001).

2) Non-attendance at chapter meet-
shall not be considered
grounds for suspension or L‘!{pul-
sion, but may at the discretion of
the chapter board of directors be
considered a reasonable cause for
refusing to accept members’ re-
newal dues,

3) Training for district personnel
on writing grants, donations, gifts,
and bequests will take place at the
Leadership Forum and at COTS.

4) An ad hoc Cost-Sharing Task
Force (mentioned previously) was
established to determine how best
to fund Society programs that in-
volve leadership, training activities,
and contest performances. B

ings

Harmonie Meisters
urge medical exams

he Gaylord Chapter’s HAR

MONIE MEISTERS are putting
a new twist on the G0-year-old
tradition of songs of sweetheart,
Mom, flag and apple pie. The
chorus at all of their singing en-
gagements urge men over the age
of 50 to see their physician once
every vear for a prostate gland
exam and blood test. Also, young
men age 15 to 35 are urged to do
a “self-examination™ for testicular
cancer (the only means of detec-
tgon). The two cancer awarencss
programs are endorsed and spon-
sored by Otsego Memorial Hos-
pital of Gaylord.

Derroit radio personality Dick
Purtan wrote a letter to the group
declaring, “The P5A blood test
for prostate cancer saved my life.
Early detection is the best de-
fense.

Congratulations,
MEISTERS!

FARMONIE
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Here’s the Pitch

RaIEEgh BIOCh, Executive & Member Services VP
Help! 'm being held hostage

clp! I'm being held hostage.
This column is being taken

H

over by that puy who is always bug-

ging  me in
these ardcles.
He thinks he

can d” d I::IL'T“_'J.'
job  than me,
Hey yow, shut wp,
Thir is my article
o and | don't
want any fronhie
from yon.

But it's my picture up there and
my name on this article. Bufton _yonr
p. I don't care. 'me taking over. You've
had yonr ray long enough.

Don’t  hurt What, what,
what are vou going to write about?

Raleigh Bloch

me.

You're alwayr writing abowt membership,
membership, membership, Well things are
poing to change. Do you bear me? They're
poing fo change.

Oh no, what will Ev Nau think,
You tell Ev Nau that if be bas a prob-
fems, be should see me. I can take care of
those Wew Englanders with their fancy
FOOCN

Whoa, this is getting ugly. So,
what are you going to write about?
Um poing to write abont Harmony Col-

No m-m-membership? You beard
e, Harmony College. Well at least
vou'll make Jim Debusman happy,
50 g0 forit. [ {ev! You guyr in a quartes
that didn't go to Harmony Collgge, BIG
miistake. See that it doesn’t happen again,
your hears

That’s it? Den't bug mee, man. 'm
Just getting their attention. There were 30
:f.r.mr.r‘r."_l.' there and wine war one ff,.‘rh'l.fh‘.’.f.

Oure of the guartels was made up of foser-
Lays who wanted to go through the quarte!
experence ai Harmony Colloge, so they
ot fozether. My quartet fook fwo new
songs just barely off paper. The coaches
showed us how to fake a new song and get
it ready for performance. They belped ns
ingommch that those somgs will be i onr
contest package and Hie next fime we start
a mew somg well Enone what steps we bave
to take to get it ready. Then there were
clasres, ioaddition to e coaching fer-
siong, 1 taok the class, How ta be a Great
Tewor,

Did it work? Hey, don’t get swart. |
picked up a Jot of tips from Don Kabl
that were specific to me. The rect of my
quartel took classes in their voice parts ar
well, There i5 wo donlst that we are a bet-
fer quartet ar a pesnlt of there classes,

Hey, this 15 prerty good stff,
Clutel, This &5 my article. Jim Debusnran
said we rhomld write ariteles and encourae
ar many quartets as possibie to be a part
af this great experience. Pioneer bad five
quartets there. Five ont of 30 ir not bad.
As for the guys that were there but not in
a quartes, they bad a lowsy time. No sing-
ing, didn’t learn anything, and no fun,

Wait a minute! Wait a minute
That's not trae. Hey, el & Do it
frying fo get their atfention again. They
dearmed wew songs everyday along with
700 other greys. They sang fags, woedshe-
ded weth Ab Seb, attended meore clarser
than the guys in guartets, and rang tags
and the songs they learned til the wee
Donrs, ate ice cream, swant, played tennis,
sal & o coaching sessions, frtened fo Ri=-
VIVAL dn persan, and net some of the
preatest barbershoppers in the world from
all over the wordd

Hey, don’t tell them about all
that good stuff. They'll all want to
go. Look fella. This is not just for the
barbershap elite, this is for Joe Barber-
shapper.

So are you saying this will make
us a berter quartet or singer? Of
coserae, you tald Yo showld bave beard
Hhose quartets at the Friday night Parade
of Onartets, There was not a lewon in the
bunch. It was great! Everyone felt he was
a better guartet singer by the end of the
wesk.

Do you think all the people that
attended benefited from the week?
Definitely,

Do vou think berter singing
would atract new members? Of
CONPTE.

Yes!

IWell there. Yon did it. You got your
menbership plug in, didn’'t yon.

Well how much fun do you
think vou’d have at Harmony Col-
lege if you were the only one there?
OK, OK, you're right. Hey your goys, get
ant there and inpite someone down,

If you're done, I'd like my key-
board back, OK, but Eauld yon rain dis
thraie spell ched fonr we.

No problem. &

M= G nZe

Y
MLSIC MAN - 2000
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Public Relating

DOl.Ig Pearson, marketing & Public Relations VP

PR opportunities ahound

ey, look around yo, Did you
just bump into one? Did you
pick it up and use
it? Did you see it
but simply ignore
itr Did you even
recognize it? Or
maybe it skimmed
right by you and
you didn’t cven
see it.

I'm talking
about public rela-
tions opportunities in our wide
arena of barbershopping. They’re all
around us, and if we want to effec-
tively market our excitingly unique
art form, it’s up to each and every
one of us to seize these oppormni-
ties and use them in telling and sell-
ing our stories.

Let me give you a few recent ex-
amples of how public relations op-
portunitics have been productively
utilized within our Pioneer District:
* Once again, Mister Bush League,
Hank Hedges, has done a superla-
tive job in promoting Gaylord's fes-
tive Bush League acdvity. He'’s
taken it from near failure to a major
event. Hank’s PR formula is fairly
simple and he vses it with consis-
tent effectiveness: Frequenr public-
ity on PioNet, catchy Bush League
fliers, a highly visible booth at the
Distriet Convention, articles in the
Trosbadanr. They all go together to
increase awareness and participation
in this annual musical frolic.

* “Can’t Stop Singing” on PBS
stations throughout Michigan af-
forded some great PR opportuni-

H

Doug Pearson

ties, and congratulations go to our
chapters who were quick t re-
spond to this exposure potential.

All participating chapters served
as vital vocal ambassadors in this
high-profile event. Flint Arrowhead
Guy Hissong  reports:
“One of our fine quartets, TIME
OuT, sang three sonpgs during the
evening. We started getting calls
from people who pledged, once
again stating that they truly loved
barbershop music and don’t see and
hear enough of it. We ended the
evening beating the station’s goal
for our performance.”

In commenting on “Can’t Stop

Singing” support by our Pioneer
District, Al Fisk said, “Doing this
kind of volunteer work not only
gives us a chance to give back to
our community, but also gives bar-
bershopping great exposure.”
* Good promotion involving solid
communications can help any bar-
bershop event. Witness the success
of the Huron Valley Chapter in ac-
complishing a truly amazing guest
night with close to 40 visitors.

“We pulled out all the stops and
took advantage of the creative ap-
proach,” says director Lynne Peirce,
*“We mailed out what we called our
‘compelling letters’ to friends, for-
mer guests, at-large members, and
chapter alumni, Over 60 letters
were mailed, and the responsc was
unbelievable.” Good PR? Good
communications? You bet! And the
end result proved it.

* A year ago, the Lansing Chapter
sponsored the district’s first High

Chorus’

School Barbershop Quartet Con-
test, Thanks to great communica-
tinns and PR coordinared by the ad-
ministrative ralents of Larry Best, it
was an unqualified success. The
winners, DIAMOND GIRLS, went on
to win national honors in the Sweet
Adelines” Rising Star Quartet Com-
petition. This newsmaking achieve-
ment resulted in additonal PR, in-
cluding a fve-column Stur}‘fphs.m:
feature in the Lansing State Journal,

* Probably some sort of award for
quick-thinking of the year should go
to Lansing Chapter’s Roger Ca-
haney. Roger was chairman of Fow-
lerville’s annual Family Fun Fest
When asked by a Lansing Nate Jonr-
nal reporter what the purpose of the
Fun Fest was, Roger, who never
stops extolling the virtues of bar-
bershopping, didn’t miss a beat
when he replied, “We want to pro-
mote harmony in the community.”
What a great quote on the front
page. And what better way to seize
that golden PR opportunity,

Let's hope all of us continue to
promote harmony in our communi-
tes by rking advantage of the
many opportunitics that await us. |

100th anniversary of
Hoagy Carmichael's hirth

ovember 22 marks the
100th anniversary of the
hirth one of Amerea’s most fa-
mous songwriters, Hoagy Carmi-
chael. In his lifetime, he wrote
“Skylark,” “Georgia on My
Mind,” “In the Cool, Cool, Cool
of the Evening,” “Old Buttermilk
Sky,” “How Linde We Know,”
“Heart and Soul,” “Lazybones,”
“Twao Sleepy People,” and the
classic *Stardust.”
He died on December
1981, of a heart attack.

27,
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Chapter Coaching

D oran M CTagga rt p Chapter Support/Leadership VP

O ctober is election month in

Barbershop  chaprers.
This is not to be taken lightly. Each
chapter has the oppormnity to
move forward by carcfully search-
ing the
maost  capable
people to run
for office,
sending  them
o COTS
training, and
then support-
ing them
throughout the
year, Good
leadership will enable vou o have

Our

our

foor

Doran McTaggart

rich and rewarding musical expen-
ences as we cloge out the millen-
nium,

The Chapter Challenge Program
had less than 50 percent of our So-
ciety chapters enrolled in it. We had
18 chapters signed up in Pioneer.
Despite a great deal of effort to
have chapters enroll in the cam-
paign, it didn’t attract the attention
it needed to be successful. No new
applications will be received, but
those chapters currently enrolled
will continue to participate and be
eligible for awards through the end
of 1999. At that time, the campaign
will end.

“Our objecove i1s to create 100
new chapters by the end of 2001,”
said Fv Nau, T".'T:Lnﬂg:ml:;‘ Director of
Membership Services. This is the
goal of Ev Nau and Pat Kelly under
the newly approved staff reorgani-
zation, We recruit about 4,000 new
men each year, but we lose almost
4,300 men yearly. Our averape ape
has increased to nearly 58,

For the past 20 years our mem-

bership has shown small but con-
tinuous losses even though the
number of chapters has remained
close o 810. Each district will be
receiving up to three weeks per year
of staff visitatons to develop new
extension sites. An increase of 100
chapters in the next two years will
increase our membership by 1,000
that have had
through our other sources.

Pat and Ev are exploring ways to
create different kinds of chapters.
There are many possibilities. R u -
ral chapters composed of smaller

we  would not

groups over a wider area might
work, Quarter-only chaprers dedi-
cated to nurturing quartets could be
another option. Daytime chaprers
for shift workers or those who no
longer can get out at night, college
chapters, military chapters, and re-
trement chapters established more
like a club are all opportunities that
are worth consideration. None of
these are finalized vet, but they are
looking for more opportunities for
e Ch'r'l]'JTL'I'H (L] HL‘T\-'i{.:L‘ more
members.

Our Society Member Services
Comittee at the Leadership Forum
last year introduced the slogan,
“Ever-Growing ... Or Nothing Else
Martters.” Let’s help them to
achieve their goal.

Since the beginning of the Chap-
ter Coach Program, 1 have asked
that each chapter keep track of
three numbers on a weekly basis,
Owver dme, these numbers should
reflect the health of your chapter,
The numbers will show increases in
total chapter membership, active
chapt{:r m{.:mhr.:rship_ and weekly
chapter attendance. Good interest-

ing programming filled with excit-

ing musical experiences will help

these numbers pgrow. What are
these numbers that we should be
reporting to our chapter coach?

1 Total chapter membership. This

is the number on your rolls as

recorded by the internatonal of-
fice in Kenosha.

Total active chapter member-

ship. This number includes any-

one who has attended a meenng
in the last six months.

3 Weekly chapter meeting atten-
dance. This number includes
anyone who is in attendance for
any part of the meeting.

Again | ask you to please have
these numbers available to share
with your chapter coach. He can
assist you with membership, pro-

-

gramming, administration, or any

other need your chaprer might
have, Call lim today.

Your chapter coach and T will be
looking forward to secing your

leadership team ar COTS. B

DON MICHAEL

MARK

O

JACK

A Sound Advantage

Contact: Michael Slamka

(810) 326-0620
E-Mail: LIVE4SHOP@AOL.COM
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Take Note

FrEd KIEHItZ, Chorus Director Development VP

Commitment & dedication required

G cntlemen and ladies, 1 dare
think that know
other well enough to speak openly
and above board
On some matters
which, by the way,
are some of my
biggest
in cif:aiin_g, with my
work at the dis-
trict level, namely
chorus  director
development
within the Pioncer District. Please
allow me rto get right to the point
and discuss the overall problem as |
see it with many of the chapters in
Pioneer, (Oh heck, let’s extend this
common glitch to include all chap-
ters in our mitten district because,
to some degree, every one of you
share this dilemma and if left unat-
tended could very well be the death
knell of Pioncer barbershopping
not too many vears down the road.

Obviously the need for qualified
directors is paramount in this arca.
A quick look around would verify
the fact that we have about four 0
five chapters currently with no di-
rector to supervise the musical pro-
gram in any of these cides.

In many cases, even some of
those chapters who do have a quali-
fied arm-waver cannot keep their
members because in many instances
they prefer to travel hundreds of
miles to sing under a “live wire™ di-
rector in another eity. And I'm not
sure this is a healthy atdmude w
take. Most certainly I can empathize
with these people and their burning

we each

pr{}hlcmﬁ

need to feast on some succulent
|1-.1r|:-{:rshn|1 harmony, but in the
past three insmances every one of
these choruses folded and left their
members with a choice of going
back home and risk the chance of
not being welcomed with open
arms. The queston in most of the
home chapters is, “Will he cut out
when the next mega-chapter starts

upz"

Every chapter, whether they
have a director currently or not,
would agree that this concept I'm
about to suggest to yvou would be
one that might very well be a pre-
requisite for any director under con-
sideration for a pnslti{m, namely a
desire to set up a program stressing
commitment and dedicaton within
the chapter chorus. And this is
where the glue gers sucky because
this program, in order to work,
must be a commitment by not only
the director, but also every one who
wants to be a singing member of
this chorus.

This concept is a two-way street
and it requires the director to be
prepared before every rehearsal.
Now if he or she is o commit 0
this and agree to “play by the rules,”
then this requires the singing mem-
ber o come in prepared to sing the
assigned music and know his part.
He must be on time, in his chair,
and warmed up before rehearsal.

Are you starting to ger the mes-
sage here? For many years, we have
blamed our problems on the STU-
PID director and his lack of C&D
{commitment and dedicanon), Now

many times you have hit the nail
right on the head but never point a
finger unul you have looked inro
the mirror first. Commitment and
dedication involves and encom-
passes every member — the direc-
tor, the chapter officers, and in
many instances and
sweethearts.

Now pick up vour Harmonmizer
that was published right after the
Thumb
through the pages and you'll see
abour 10 or 12 of our Society’s fin-
est choruses. For the past several
years, where do you find Pioneer
choruses? Let's be fair as possible in
looking for reasons we have done
less than desired.

The last three directors who
took our choruses to the “biggic”
didn’t fare well in the standings.
One is a college-tmined and de-
greed teacher of music. One has
been steeped in barbershop and its
tradition, and is also a top-10 quar-
tet bass, The remaining director is a
superb talent and a person who
seeks out and solicits coaching at
the highest level possible. All three
have selected music that could be
compatible w high scores. SO
WAH HOPPEN?

I honestly feel thar these direc-
tors committed and dedicated
themselves to the task at hand.
However, | wouldn't be surprised if
the singers’ commitment and dedi-
cation, while probably in evidence,
wasn't nearly ar the level it should
have been. Please don’t think thar 1
am trying to pick on anvone; I'm
simply saying that 99 percent of all
of our members have absolutely no
idea what is involved in molding
and creating a champion.

Now the question arises as to
what is really necessary to create a

their wives

international contest,

(Continued on page 16)
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Yours 4 A Song

Russ Seely, Music & Performance VP

omenmes |

S

get really
confused! When
this grand old

tradition of bar-
bershop quartets

got  formalized
some 60 vears,
apo, the main
PLlI"P O5g  — L18)

I'm told — was to preserve and en-
courage the barbershop quartet. It
was Important  enough  that
made it part of our organizadon’s
name. Sounds like a simple premise,
agreed? However, year after year
that emphasis seems to become less
and less.

Sure our district boasts a large
number of “registered quartets” —
four fellows who send their 20
bucks to Kenosha to officially reg-
ister their selected name and receive
cards to prove it. But how many of
these quartets do we actually hear
petform? We rarely get a chance to
witness a performance at
“chapter meetings” simply because
we're not devoting any tme (o
them.

Of course, way back then (¥) we
really had chapter meetings where
quartets of all shapes, sizes, ages,
expertise or lack thereof, were en-
couraged to stand up and give it a
go. Sure they probably wouldn’
score all that great in today’s re-
fined barbershop style, but encour-
age them we did and it always

Wi

our

meant for a fun part of your eve-
ning.

If you were lucky enough to
blend with three other guys and you
wetre willing to rehearse with them
you'd develop the beginning of a
repertoire and start ““dropping in”
at neighboring chapters where
EVERYONE encouraged vou to
stick together "cause you “had a
great sound.” But alas, the shelter
of the under-confident singer be-
came known as “the chorus” and
those fun nights turned into chorus
nights,

Great! Now everyvone had a
place in barbershop, right?

Well, yes and no. Since we be-
came so taken with the benefits of
the chorus, we soon lost ome to
feature these chapter-type quartets
and eventually they really didn’t
have a place to showcase their per-
formance unless they entered a
competition or were pood enough
to be asked to perform on a chapter
show. Even at those two venues,
what we now seem to see is a re-
cycling of experiericed quartet guys
who compete time after ime. This
is a conditon that is fairly prevalent
throughout the Society. What hap-
pened?

The reason is quite obvious. We
simply forgot to continually empha-
size the "E” (encouragement) when
it comes to the big “(}” when we
operate our chapters,

Part of the problem, as | see it

is that the Society has kind of let
our quartet programs run by them-
selves, when, to the best of my
knowledge, we have no present
guartet subcommittee in our music
& r]rt_‘.‘i{_'l'l.rﬂﬁ(}ﬂ ]':r[}gr:lm,

This is a strategic error in my
opinion. The best goodwill ambas-
sadors of our Society have to be
“THE QUARTET.” Their flexibil-
ity to perform anywhere at anvtime
gives them that precious privilege
to mingle with all types of audi-
ences simply to show them what
i:.nrhershnp is. Believe me, these
guartets don’t always have ro be
medal quality, either,

Most of our members come to
us as a result of either singing in or
listening to “a barbershop quartet!”
My mentor, Mark Roberts, once
stated shortly after the Society’s
Man-of Note Award program
started, “All quartets should proba-
bly receive 50 of these award imme-
diately for all the past recruitment
they've accomplished.”

Generous? Maybe!

S0 my “encouragement” to you
is that you request that your chapter
affords tme on a regular basis to
recognize our quartets and assist in
the development of new quartets.

Who knows, the next Van Tas-
sell, Kaufmann, Shumard or (fill in
the blank) may be lurking on your
risers just waiting for the opportu-
nity to go for it

We wish contnued success to
Lyle Howard and his followers for
their monthly effort in Rochester to
reinstate the importance of quartet
singing by encouraging anvone who
wants a quartet only meeting. So,
brothers, can you spare some time?
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. things that must be done ro get 1o
nght the standing ovation point of that '“"t'l 0macn
(Continued from page 5) applause, but 1 have seen the light, By Al Bonney

We are consistently seeing higher
levels of entertainment on the In-
ternational stage. But with all of
these good things happening, we
are secing our membership decline
month after month, year after year.
This is not about getting new mem-
bers one by one (although we need
them that way, too). But rather
bringing in new members by the
tens, twenties, hundreds, thousands
... do you get it yet?

What if everyone demanded ex-
cellent singing and excellent prescn-
tation of that singing while singing
excellently arranged music. Would
we then have a product to sell o
the public? Would that public then
say to each other, “Hey, I'd like to
do that — it looks fun.”

Do you get it yet?

I submit to you that | am in this
hobby for the applause — nothing
else. True, there are a lot of other

and nothing else matters. 1 will do
any amount of work to earn that
standing ovation because I am in
this to entertain and carn that ap-
plause and that standing ovaton.

How about you? If vour chorus
or quartet agrees with this concept,
vou have an ally. And the Pioneer
District is prepared to be your en-
tertainment package coach. All you
need to do is ask. PLEASE ASK!
The district is prepared to attend
your rehearsal and critique your
performance package.

Recently | did this for a chorus
that in turn made some modifica-
tons to their carlier performance,
which greatly enhanced their sec-
ond performance of the day. This is
a simple and confidental service
that we can provide.

PLEASE ASK! Contact me and
I will make it happen. Allow your-
self to earn that STANDING
OVATION, B

Harmony Foundation midyear report positive

Submitted by Doug Pearson, district public relations VP

armony Foundation is doing
well, according to its mid-
year report. The Society reports
that “through the generosity of in-
dividuals, chapters, and
quartets, we are on track
w0 reach our goal of rais-
ing $450,000 for our ser-
vice projects.”
Donatons to  Har-
mony Foundation for the
general fund, which
benefits all the projects, as well as
to the individual projects, Sin-
gAmerica and SingCanada,
Heartspring, and the Heritage Hall
Museum, are running more than
20 percent greater than last year

for the same time period. “But, ac-
cording to the Society, this is being
accomplished by fewer than half of
our chapters and a much smaller
percentage of individual
members and quartets.”
The Socicty adds, “If
everyone does his part,
we will have a banner
year and help thousands
of young people dis-
cover the joy of vocal
music through SingAmerica and
SingCanada, learn basic life skills at
Heartspring, and spread the word
of barbershop harmony through
the Heritage Hall Museum.” W

In our barbershop world, we
tend to think of the year begin-
ning in January and ending in De-
cember. If your chapter wants o
have a Youth Outreach program,
however, now is the dme to re-
calibrate your calendar w match
the school year.

Music teachers plan their year
over the summer. Once it gets
rolling, inserting a foot in the door
can be a real trick. Successful
Youth Qutreach chairmen tell us
that RIGHT NOW is the tme to
find those music teachers and be-
gin the dialog. If you wait "til No-
vember or January, you just may
be too late.

There are three rthings vou
might think about doing if you
want to start a YO program: re-
view and agree on the chapter re-
sources that you can make avail-
able to the music programs. Man-
power, commercial pmdums and
services, money, skills ... they can
all be helpful.

Meet with the teacher and sce
what THEIR needs are. Find a
match between vour resources and
their needs.

... and you are in the door. It
really is that simple ... if you have
REALLY focused on THEIR
needs and not your own, Remem-
ber, the YO program is not about
us. It is about the kids and getting
more of them singing in success-
ful and fun vocal programs in the
schools. If the teachers increase
the kids on their risers, you have
been successful.

The Society has finally pub-
lished a really good manual on de-

(Continued on page 20)
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Interesting Additions to the Pioneer Web Site

By Steve Sutherland, district web site administrator

'm always looking for ways o

make the Pioneer District web
sitte. more interesting and useful.
Recentdy while rescarching  past
contest scores for the Detroit-
Oakland Chapter, it occurred to me
that this was an activity others
might like to do. Thus began my
latest project.

I began scanning all of the old
Pioneer contest score sheets in my
library. I then sent out a request on
the Pionet for score sheets thac I
didn’t have. Two people came
through! Jack Schneider and Bob
Wisdom had every sheet 1 was
missing back to 1972, Bob Wisdom
even included some programs he
had from those vears.

Bill Wickstrom is also searching
for some of the older sheets. Bill
probably sang in most of the con-
tests over his 50-plus years in the
society,

I have placed all quarter and
chorus score sheets from 1972 up
to the latest 1999 sheets under the
“Contest Summaries” button.

There are also a few earlier dates
back to the spring 1961 quartet
scores; the AUTO TOWNERS com-
peted in that one. In addition to
scores, you will find pictures of the
covers of some of the contest pro-
grams. Included in the latest vears
in the "Contest Happenings" article
written by Jim Styer. [ am stll look-
ing for any sheets prior to 1972 and
any missing programs.

Other additions to the web site
that are sdll a work-in-progress in-
clude photographs of past men,
quartets, and choruses of note. You
will find the ones I have collected
by clicking on the “Honor Roll”
button. Also, keep me informed of
chorus and quartet web pages and
email addresses, Historical informa-
tion provided by Jim Styer and the
late Bob MeDermott can always be
augmented.

I hope you find something of
interest. You will find the Pioneer
district web site at:  hitpz/fwww.
harmonize.com/Pioneer/pio.htm. =

The f':’pirit ﬂf Detroit Chorus

Presents their annual show

SPIRIT IN MOTION!

With LeAnn K. Hazlett, Master Director

Featuring
RUMORS

The 1999 International Queens of Harmony

Mercy High School, Farmington
Saturday, November 13  3:00 & 7:30
Tickets $14.00 General Admission
For additional information call
(313) 937-2429

Herm Baker
Corn Roast

By John Baker

ny barbershopper from the

Grand Rapids Area knows
that when August comes, all
thoughts turn to the last harmony
bash of the summer — corn, hot-
dogs, and barbershop. Yes, the
Herm Baker Corn Roast in Jeni-
son, Mich. — a chance to catch
up with old friends and meet new
ones from all over the Pioncer
District.

This year was no disappoint-
ment. It started our with a litde
rain, but cleared up nicely. The
weather didn't dampen the spirits
of those who showed, From Hol-
land, Muskegon, Lansing, Roger
Lewis and crew from Battle
Creek and, ves, even from Grand
Rapids,

The evening show under the
trees was FANTASTIC! A few
pick-up quartets and some regis-
tered ones sang. FOOL'S GOLD
was there, and so was the house
quartet (meaning the Baker
house), CROSSTOWN CONNEC.
TION.

Some old reunion quartets
performed that night BLACK
VELVET (former district champs),
NEVER BE FOUR (former district
novice champs), 1997 Pioncer
District champs, THE DETROIT
SOUND COMPANY, and the CAMP
SHIRT CHORUS (established by
Jim Horton).

On behalf of the Baker family,
thanks to everyone, especially
THE DETROIT SoUND CoOM-
PANY, for making it there for the
second year in a row to our
home. I hope to see all of you
next year, B
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Thirteen members of the Traverse City and Sault Ste. Marie chapters traveled to Har-
mony College in a Class B motor home and a 12-seat Checker Cab limousine. A crowd
gathered around the limo at each gas stop.

Burt Szabo instructs the bai
“Repertoire.” Class membes

Harmony College 1999 -

The Pioneer District contingent at Harmony College in St. Joseph, Missouri (at least all of those who were not at the casinc
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Nick Papageorge explains a fine point of music to Don Bazely.
Nick conducted a class in “Theory of Barbershop Harmony."

BARITONES

coTTa DO
wHAT

W RITONES

YOTTA DD

itones, “Tune that C#.” Burt's class was called
s sang through 36 pieces of music during the

Quartet CHoro ORDER sings at the afterglow.

Photos on these Iwo pages
provided by Don Bazely.
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By Guy Hissong

he Don Wills Pontoon Float

Party, held on Tuesday, Au-
gust 17, was a great success and a
fabulous time was had by all. We
even had a Barbershopper from
California who was visiting in the
area and wanted to sing, so he
climbed aboard and joined us in
harmaony,

Residents on Bald Eagle Lake
sat on shore and warmed us with
their hearty rounds of applause as
we drifted by, with boats ted to-
gether, singing those pood old

songs,
The water was just the right

[Cﬂlpt]’ﬂturt"
for swim- |
ming, accord-
ing to Mike |
Hammond, o
who just
couldn’t wait
o go swim-
ming and plunged in before the
boats left shore.

Afterward, the brats, beans, and
sauerkraut prepared by Dave Lons-
bury definitely made the evening,

This type of gathering is just one
of the many reasons our chorus
looks forward o the next annual

ride.

Our hats off 1o Don Wills, who
opened his home to us, and ro all
who helped make this a grear time.

Barbershop singing — what a
great life! B

Commitment & dedication
(Continued from page 10)

winning ensemble ar the local, dis-
trict, and international levels?

Let me begin by saying that if
and when you win at any level, you
arc a cut above most of the mem-
bers in your district. The problem
now arises that you must act like
champions if you want to soar like
the cagles.

How then do you continue to
rise? Very simple. Commit and dedi-
cate yourself to learn how to do
want the champions do. And again
we in Pioneer need to stop looking
for that silver lining, stop trying to
hitch up with a shining star, and buy
into the C&D concept. That means
that you must start thinking like the
guys from Dallas. The overall atti-
tude in that chapter is, “l cannot
win unless 1 execute to perfection. 1
cannot miss a single rehearsal. 1
know I live in London, England,
but they allowed me to be a mem-
ber and 1 WILL NOT dishonor that

trust.” C&D, gentlemen!

All right then, what do they do in
these chapters that we aren't doing?
Answer: “1 will not allow any mem-
ber of my chorus to learn faster,
step higher, breathe better, or exer-
cise more (yep, a full-fledged exer-
cise program). [ will hone my vocal
production skills to a diamond lus-
ter. What ‘I do will make a DIF-
FERENCE."”

What are vocal production skills?
Well, it’s a theory whercby every
member of an ensemble executes
everything at exactly the same time
as everyone else. By the way, there
is only one quartet in our district
that has honed these skills, and they
placed seventh in the latest interna-
tonal. There is another one learning
these skills and I'm sure they will be
trying them out at our fall contest.

I hope that by now you are get-
ting the idea that creating a cham-
pion is not the work of a coach, or a
college grad with a music degree, or
a hot-shot director. It is the enthusi-
asm, the drive, the commitment, the
dedication, the support of others,

the hunger and tenacity of the indi-
vidual, the foursome, chorus mem-
bers, who want to be berter after
every rehearsal, the support of the
chaptr.:r officers, and also one other
vital component, the support of the
singer’s wife or sweetheart,

Gentlemen, 1 offer this challenge
to everyone in Pioneer to get on the
C&D bandwagon and forget abour
membership drives and the pessi-
mistic attitudes.

If you come back to barbershop
with a smile and a happy atitude, a
willingness to be number one, to
learn your music, to help others, 1o
volunteer, to teach if and, when you
are qualified, strive o be the best
and most helpful member you can
be.

Who is the most important
member in your chapter, or for that
matter, in the entire Society? It's ob-
viously that Joe Barbershopper who
dedicates himself to give 100 per-
cent to his hobby and then commits
the dme and energy to do just that.

Now blow a C# and let’s sing a

tag! @
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Memories of Betty Gash

By Jim Styer, PioNet Administrator

first came across Bery Cash in

summer 1989 at an international
convention historian’s meeting. Af-
ter the meeting, | introduced myself
and asked whether she'd be inter-
ested in participating in our Pioneer
District’s  50th-anniversary celebra-
ton dunng the spring conventdon in
Battle Creek in April 1990, She im-
mediately said ves.

During the district convention,
she appeared on area TV shows and
participated in an anniversary cele-
bration program in the hotel lobby.
She unveiled a 65-foot-long wall of
greeting cards from Sweden, Eng-
land, Germany, Australia, Canada,
the United States, and many other
countries around the world,

Among  the cards “Our
Golden Year,” a special song writ-
ten for the district by Enar Peder-
son of New Orleans, It was sung by
Pioneer District quarter HARMONY
HoOUNDS, Then Berty sang tenor on
the tag of “Johnny Doughboy™ with
the HARMONY HOUNDS during that
program.

One of Bery Cash’s stonies: Her
dad was an avid Democrar, “but he
wias miffed at Roosevelt because of
all of the New Deal projects. So he
decided o develop a name longer
than anything any of the bureau-
crats in Washington could think of.
He came up with the Society for the
Preservation and Propagation of
Barber Shop Quartet Singing in the
United States. That was
SPPBSQHUS, nine letters. It later
was reduced to the current SPEB-
SQSA, only cight letrers.”

At conventions, Berty said her
father “would arrive early and plop
himself down on a couch in the
lobby and then when people would
arrive, he would go up the elevator

was

with them and say, ‘I'm gonna teach
vou the first line of a song.' They
would ride up and down, up and
down until they learned it. Then he
would go back to his couch and
wait for some more men to arrive.”

She noted that she had the op-
portunity to date barbershoppers,
*after my daddy checked them out.”

And why did she call her dad
“Honey?” She related: “1 was bomn
during the era of the ‘daddy’ songs,
which my father detested. And so
he wasn't gonna let me call him
‘father,’ “dad,” ‘papa” — any of those
names. My mother was ‘Sugar’ and
so he told her, ‘Let Betry call me
Honev.” And there was that song
from the ecarly days that says,
You're the honey that 1 love so
well,™

“Being brought up in the foun-
der’s home,” she said, “barbershop
is a part of my heritage. In fact, 1
feel it’s a legacy lefr to me by my fa-
ther.”

The presence of our tounder’s
daughter at our anniversary conven-
ton brought home to all of us and
made very personal the long-
standing, close link berween the
Pioneer District — the first dis-
trict — and our Society,

Betty Cash was the remaining
living embodiment of the early days
of our Society, having accompanied
her dad at many barbershop events
and conventions, She said this in-
cluded his stint as master of cere-
monies in Grand Rapids for the first
district quartet show in 1940, the
vear our district was founded. She
also recalled being at the interna-
tional convention in Detroit in
1953, when Grand Rapids won the
first chorus contest. O, C. Cash was
real excited at thar development, she

Betty Ann Cash Oathout
passes away

By Brian Lynch,
Society Public Relations Director

Berry Ann Cash Oathouwt, dawgh-
ter of SPEBSQSA founder O, C,
Cash, passed away Sunday, Au-
gust 1, in Tulsa Oklahoma, from
complications arising from can-
cer. She was 67 years old, and is
survived by her sons David and
John Oathout.

Betty Ann was well-known
throughout the S iciety, accompa-
nying “Honey” to many barber-
shop events, conventions and
shows throughout his life. In re-

cent years, she had a renewed in-
terest in the Society and made
many visits to chapters to enjoy
barbershop harmony and share
memories of her travels with her
father.

said. “lt meant more men would pet
involved in barbershop singing,”

*T have fond memories of early
days in the Society, especially in
Michigan,” she said. “You have a
special place in my heart. [ knew
Carroll P. Adams, the first district
president and Society president, |
used to call him ‘Uncle Carroll’
Also 1 knew many others in your
district. And I want to thank you for
leting me be a part of this day.”

Thank vou, Betty Cash. Now
vou're with your dad, *Honey." Say
‘Hi* to him for all of us in the Pio-
neer District. And give him our
thanks, too.

Mavbe vou two can find a few
fellows like Bob McDermott, Randy
Chisholm, or even Rupert Hall up
there and sing a tag for us. B
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Why few bulletin entries?
The ‘reasons’ don't wash

By William Grant Carson, PROBE VP/BE

ioneer District 15 one of those

districts with the least partici-
pation in the Society-wide bulletin
editors’ competition.

An annual Bulleun Editor of the
Year (BETY) contest
is ran by each of the
16 districts. Help in
providing coordina-
gon and certfied
judges is provided by
PROBE, the Associa-
don of Public Rela-
gons  Officers  and
Bulleon Editors., The
two  top  entries  in
each district can en-
teted  into further
competition for selecting the best
bulletin editors in the Society.

Last year, 100 bulletins were en-
tered into BETY contests, an aver-
age of just over six per district. The
mast entries in district competnon
wWere and Far
West districts, with 13 each. Sun-
shine and Johnny Appleseed dis-
tricts had 10 entries each.

The districts with the fewest en-
tries were Dixie, Johnny Appleseed,
and Pioneer with three cach, Why
were there so few entries from Pio-
neer?

One reason could be that Pio-
neer is less populous. But that
won't wash because the Rocky
Mountain, Ontario, New England,
and Illinois districts produced five
each, and the populatons are the
same order of magnitude.

in the Southwest

Another reason could be that
sufficient publicity wasn’t given in
Pioneer. But that won't wash be-
cause Pioneer has one of the finest
district contest coordinators, Jim
Styer, and publicity
has been much better
than in most districts.

Another reason
could be that editors
feel they could embar-
rass their chapters and
themselves by scoring
poorly. But that won't

wash, because  the
Pioneer coordinator,
who  establishes  the

rules for BETY in the
district, does not require that scores
be published.

Another reason could be that a
smaller proportion of Pioneer
chapters publish bulletins. 1 cer-
tainly hope that’s not so, for bulle-
tins make chaprers berter, and bet-
ter bulletins make chapters better
Vet

Another reason could be that
Pioneer editors just don't see any
value in entering the BETY. Well,
every editor gets cogent, friendly
advice in the three categories of lay-
out and reproduction, content, and
grammar and style. Surely any Pio-
neer editor could use advice in at
least one of these categories. 1 n
short, there’s no leginmate reason
for Pioneer to be among the dis-
tricts with the fewest entries.

Just doir! B

HOW TO ENTER

Aﬂ bulletin editors who  will
have ar least six issues this

vear are eligible for the district
contest. Eight issues are required
for a Sociery-level award. Without
competing, any editor may submit
bulletins for judges’ comments no
matter how few issues they pub-
lish; no score will be published if
so requested,

To enter the contest, submit
three copies each of three conse-
cuti issues. (Save extra issues in
case you are ¢ligble to enter the
Sociery-wide contest.)

Your bulledns must be re-
ceived by Jan, 15, 2000, Mail o

Jim Styer

72 Allison Drive

Battle Creek MI 49017
E-mail any questions to him at

jimstyer@voyager.net

PUBLIC RELATIONS

The district also runs a contest
for Public Reladons Officer of the
Year (PROTY). The winner can
be entered in a Society-wide con-
test.

There are three categories: Pro-
motion of one chapter activity; a
year-long public relatons pro-
gram; and entres for evaluation
and comment only, which will not
be entered in a contest.

Include biographical informa-
ton on the nominee; commentary
on planning, cxccution and fol-
low-up; and copies of pertinent
documents (news releases, news-
paper clippings, correspondence,
printed programs, thank-you let-
ters, erc.)

The PR effect does nor neces-
sarily depend on the success of
the events themselves; rather, it is
judged on the amount of actual
PR f,ﬂpn:adin.u the Gospel) that

w5 :11:c<1n1p]iﬁl'u:d. ]
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Woodshedding Corner

New AHSOW members inducted at Harmony College

By Toban Dvoretzky, AHSOW International President

Durul,u audinioning opportuni-
ties at Harmony College 99,
the Ancient Harmonious Society of
Woodshedders, Inc., inducted 24
fine new members. Please weleome
these three new members from the
Pioneer  Districe |.11}':L| Beggs,
Thessalon, Ont, Sault Ste, Marie
Chapter; James K. Hall, Alma,
Mich., Gratiot County Chapter; and
Tracy Ulrich, Petoskey, Mich., Pe-
toskey Chapter.

Tracy qualified on all three har
mony parts and can sing melody in
a manner that permits good car
singing when thus called upon.
(Note: Some men who qualify on
fewer than all four parts simply lack
a bass or tenor range in their
voices. These men may be out-
standing  woodshedders on  the
voice-parts that lie within their vo-
cal ranges.)

Please be sure to extend your

congratulations to these fellows on
their abilities to harmonize by car
without reference to familiar Bar-
bershop arrangements.

AHSOW offers Barbershoppers
the chance to udlize a broader spec-
trum of abilities.
When authentic
woodshedding, men routinely dis-

their  musical

introduced o

cover that they are not merely “a
tenor” or “a ban” or “a bass” or “a
lead,” but rather a BARBERSHOP
MUSICIAN WITH AN EAR. Just
think how your chapter’s member
retention and overall level of iner
est will rise when YOUR members
discover about  them-
selves. A regular program of au-
thentic woodshedding 15 just the
ticket, and AHSOW can help.
Please http:/fwww.
ahsow.org for more informaton,

the same

refer  to

and be sure to contact your P10
AHSOW representative:

John Smith, AHSOW Chief

2380 Fairport

Waterford MI 48329-3934

(248) 674-1539

JSmith2380@aol.com

There’s  everything
about singing a few in the way that
0. C. Cash and the boys did 61
years ago. Stay alert for word about
an AHSOW room at your upcom-
ing District convention!
ANCIENT HARMONIOUS SO-
CIETY OF WOODSHEDDERS,
INC., hitp://lwww.ahsow.org.

Toban Dvoretzky, President
14531 Ella Blvd., #3806

Houston TX 77014-2558
TBone@selec.net (1)
TBone@jetson.uh.edu ()

wondertul

Ynu do not have t be a
PROBE member to enter dis-
trict BETY and PROTY contests,
but it is encouraged. Membership is
a requirement for Soclety-wide con-
tests,

This month, your chapter secre-
tary is sending Kenosha a list of of-
ficers for 2000, If you wish
PROBE membership, have this so
marked the
Kenosha. It 15 a legiumate chapter
expense.

Or you can sign yourself up by
sending $5.00 annual dues 1o

on submission to

Brian Lynch

PROBE Secretary-Treasurer
6315 Third Avenue

Kenosha WI 53143

Membership brings you, among
other thlngﬁ, a 1.|L|:|ru:1'Jj,' bulletin,
PROBE moter, which has news and
tips for public relations officers and
bulletin editors,

PROBE is a sel t_-HLI[]P(}FtiII:.:, all
volunteer organization. Although it
is associated with SPEBSQSA, you
don't have to be an officer or even
a Society member to join. B

A barhershop
memory

From The Harmonizer,
May/June 1982

a‘ t the Grand Rapids SPEB
SQS5A convention in 1942,

history records that an Episcopa-
lian Rector was called upon 1o
give the blessing, He said, “Boys,
you can do it better than 1 can,
Just sing the Doxology.” Where-
upon, and without hesitation, 500
voices sang it in good old barber-
shop harmony. A newspaper re-
porter wrote about the incident:
“It was one of the most stirring
things I've ever heard.” B
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Conventional wisdom
(Continued from page 4)

tion Saturday at McCamly Place, the
shops area adjacent to the head-
quarters hotel.

A chapter presidents’ meeting
will be held at 7:00 a.m. Saturday at
Porter’s Steak House at McCamly
Plaza Hotel. Battle Creck President
Dick Campbell is in charge.

The convention is to conclude
with a Gospel sing at 9:00 a.m. Sun-
day in the Branson Ballroom at the
headquarters hotel.

A 27-inch TV will be the first
prize in the Heartspring/
SingAmerica drawing. The TV was
donated to rthe host Muskegon
Chapter, which will sell tckets
throughout the convention. Win-
ners will be drawn at the Saturday
night competition. T'wo other prizes
arc free registration to the next con-

venton.

Downtown Battle Creek also has
a new feature for conventioneers: a
deli with 42 take-our sandwiches,
perfect for stoking up during trips
between the hotel and the compet-
ton auditorium. It’s Pierre Lambor-
ghinistein’s on Michigan Avenue
just west of McCamly Street.

For the family, Kellogg's Cereal
City USA will open “A Bowl Full of
Fright” on convention Saturday. It
will feature cobwebs, gravevards,
cornstalks, pumpkin painting, sinis-
ter music, storvtelling, magic, a giant
maze, and costumed characters.
Conventioneers will get  reduced
rates.

This is the first conventon
hosted by the Muskegon Chapter.
Chapter convention chairman is
Mike O'Donnell. Roger [Lewis
(rjlewiscmc @aol.com) will be dis-
trict convention chair for the final
time.

For updated convention details,
watch the PioNer, the district’s ¢-
mail list. To sign up at no charge, e-
mail your name and chapter to:

jimstyer@voyager.net.

Also check the district’s web site
at  http://www.harmonize.com/
Pioneer/pio.htm. B

Youth QOutreach
(Continued from page 12)

veloping and maintaining a YO
program. It’s called “Young Men in
Harmony Resource Guide,” caulog
#4074 and selling for $11.95. 1
have read it and it has some great
ideas and tips for maintaining a
successful program,

But to get started, quoting from
the manual, “Just do it H

]
-

We often don't know what to
expect at a competition. So this
time, we thought we'd ask in
advance. We put the question
out to all of the choruses and
quartets on PioNet, our district
e-mail list. We got several an-
swers. Next spring, we may get
more.

Four MaN
CHOIR.
Tracy Uldch wrote: “We are
definitely competing this fall, and
are finc-tuning our show package.
We all attended Harmony College
and received a wealth of knowledge
from our outstanding coaches: Jim
Debusman, singing; Rob Hopkins,
music; Reid Stewart, performance;
and Steve Plumb, presentation. In
addition, we received a full coaching

FisHIN' TACKLE

session from Royee Ferguson, tenor
of international champ REVIVAL
We're ready to show what we've
learned,

“I hate to say this, but 1 can’t
really tell you about our show pack-
age without ‘spilling the beans’
Let’s just say that we've got 2 couple
of surprises up our sleeves, and we
hope the audience enjoys the show
(package).

“We're going to appear on the
Ponuac-Waterford show on Now. 6,
and on two shows for the Macomb
Chapter of Sweet Adelines on Oct.
23.

“Kurtis Busman, Bill Woodbeck
and I are from the Petoskey Chap-
ter; Neil Nugent is from the Trav-
erse City Chapter, but he lives in
Beulah. 1 would daresay that he
probably is in the running for the

guy who drives the farthest to meet
with his quartet every week, not
counting practices. His regular drive

is abour 1-3/4 hours.”

WiNDMILL CHORUS

Steve Foster, Holland Chapter
president, wrote: “We will be com-
peting in October with Myke Lucas
as our director and a brand-new
package. We are trying something
new this fall and are hoping to im-
prove on our scores from April.”

Art Lane, chapter PR man,
wrote: “The WINDMILL CHORUS
used a novel system for learning the
music. Director Myke Lucas passed
out sheer music and part-
predominant tapes and asked cho-
rus members to learn the music at

(Continued on page 23)
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In Memory of Merle Clayton

Pioneer Hall of Fame member
Merle Clayton died on Tues-
day, August 24, 1999, in Sara-
sota, Florida, due fo complica-
tions from diabetes and Alz-
heimer's disease. He was cre-
mated in Sarasota.

The following are remem-
brances of Merle as told by his
daughter, Margie Kruse, to Jim
Styer a few weeks before

Merle’s death.
M erle Clayton was a member
of the Battle Creek chorus
and sometime director for a num-
ber of vears. He also directed the
Battle Creek Sweet Adelines for a
period of time and my mother,
Swvea, sang with that chorus and
then with the
Adelines.

Merle was chairman of judges in
Pioncer in the 70s and headed up
many a convention, Prior to that,
he was a harmony accuracy judge
{old categories, of course) and trav-
cled nationwide judging contests, 1
don’t remember when, but one year
he judged the chorus contest at in-
ternational,

Many Pioneer quartet members
will remember him as a eoach as he
worked with many
throughout the district over a pe-
riod that spanned many years. T al-
ways admired his determination to
refuse any monetary compensation
for sharing the “gift that was given
freely” to him. He even coached
my high school quartet in the early
60s (Lowell Wolfe's daughter,
Debby, sang in it, too.) and instilled
in us a love of barbershop. To this
day, I consider myself a
“barbershop brat,” having grown

Kalamazoo Sweet

qu:l rters

up with ir, and having a 29-year
Sweet Adeline membership behind
me.

I also inherited my dad’s love
for good solid barbershop and his
guarded loathing for “modern bar-

hcrﬁhrlp," which is any song vou
want, roughly arranged in a four-
part harmony style.

For a period of time, Merle and
Svea maintained a membership at
Sandy Pines near Grand Rapids.
After selling their home in Urban-
dale in Batde Creek, they would
spend the winters in Florida and
the summers at Sandy Pines.

Following the Claytons” move
Florda in the late 70s, Merle served
the Sunshine District as chairman
of judges for a period of dme, re-
maining an active member of the
Sarasota Chapter. For a number of
years he directed a group from
within the Sarasota chapter that
could do daytime performances.
They called themselves the SENTI-
MENTAL SENIORS,

Merle was also an avid arranger
and had quite a knack for squeezing
the “juicy stuff” out of a song with-

out becoming downright syrupy.
Some of his arrangements are still
floating around today. He
wrote and arranged the Alma Mater
for Battle High
School in the carly G0s when my
sister, Barb, and | were members
and Giff Richards was still directing
the a cappella choir. [ don’t know if
it’s still in use, but | would like to
think sa.

I was always amazed at Merle’s
grasp of music theory to the extent

also

Creek Central

that he could sit ar the table and
write out an arrangement and
THEN go to the piano and play it.

Merle is 86 years old and has
probably forgotten more than Il
ever know., My mom always said
that living with him is like living
with a walking, talking encyclope-
dia. They have been married for 55
years!

Whatever he might have lacked
in voice quality was more than
compensated for by his flawless car.

Dad is also a member of the
Pioneer District Hall
Seems to me that happened some
time in the 80s after they had
moved to Florida, but I remember
he returned to Battle Creek for the
tall convention at which he was in-
ducted. B

of Fame.

Merle's family is asking that me-
morals be made to the music de-
partment at the Vamo United
Methodist Church, 8521 Vamo
Road, Sarasota FL 34231, or the
Talking Book Service (at almost
any library). Please ask that ac-
knowledgements be sent to:

Svea Clayton

2183 Ca'D'Oro Dr.

Sarasota FL 34238-3104
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| Jeff Gougeon  Tenor

Kelly Brummett Lead
Al Fisk Bass
Jim Ryan Bari

1997-98 Pioneer
Champions (MI)

Contact Al (248) 651-3796  Altonfisk@aol.com

THE HARMONY HOUNDS

Pedigree: Barbershoppers

CONTACT: ROGER LEWIS
Bus.{616)979-4343 — Res. (818) 965.5714

Ed Gene

PO Box 322
Bridgman MI 49106
616-465-6223
upstagesound@iname.com

1998 Pioneer District Quartet Champlons

Craig Pollard Jason Oyler
248-474-1485

Raleigh A Bugistered Barbershop Zuastet Kerry Brian Kaufman d '"I Wayne Kinde
wﬂ 'l'f'i:d o PI"'"'] ‘?"‘B 'Inﬁ g?;}gsgi-uaa? (517) 432-1{::;.':6511
GALLERY The Patch Chords
An Entertaining Barbershop Quartet Music and Mirth
(517) 521-3218 (517) 321-3941
Roger Larry
Your card could be filling this space. —
Only $55.00 per year. * s coppolliensondde
Call 734-981-6342 e Sy Tt
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Competitors
(Continued from page 20)

home, On Sept. 7, for the first time
we stood on the risers and sang our
first contest song.”

HAarMONY HERITAGE CHORUS
Macomb’s Gary Washburn
wrote: “We are all deeply disap-
pointed that Jack Slamka will not be
directing us at the district conven-
tion in Oct. Jack’s creative skills will
not be lost, however. He continues
to work with us as coach and men-
tor, although work obligations keep
him from our Tuesday rehearsals.
“Our new director is no slouch
himsclf. Al Fisk of THE DETROIT
SOUND  COMPANY and long-ume
director of the Rochester chorus,
has consented to take over the
reipns and lead us to the fall con-
vention and on to Kansas City, Al is
full of cnergy, drive, and desire,
With his 20-plus years of barber-
shop expertise and his unparalleled

technical musical skills, he has al-
ready begun to make a positive im-
pact on the chorus.

“Be forewarned: Not only have
we not seen any mass defections
upon Jack's resignation, we have
added a significant number of new
members since our refurn  from
Anaheim. We have been Dblessed
with a steady stream of visitors,
both newbies and seasoned
shoppers. This fall’s version of the
HARMONY HERITAGE CHORUS is
as enthusiastic, as dedicated, and as
hungry w appear (again) on the in-
ternational stage as was last vear's.
{And a whole lot wiser about whar it
takes to move up the ladder.) Be-
vond all doubt, under Al's leader-
ship, we are in the hunt.

We look forward to the tholl of
competing with all the outstanding
Pioneer District choruses in Battle
Creek. Together we make each one
stronger 4s we SHive to sing at a
new level and from the heart.”

TAKE IV

Don Bazely wrore: “TAKE IV is
one of three registered quartets
from the Sault chapter. The quartet
has been organized a litle over
three vears and decided to make its
district contest debut at the fall con-
vention 1999,

The quartetters got the taste for
competition while participating in
the 1998 Bush Leapue. They were
coached during special weekend wvis-
its north by Gene Hanover and Al
Fisk, and planned to try again for
the Bush League Gaboon this year.
Members are tenor Tom Lehman,
lead Al Murray, barni Bob Shami,
and bass Don Bazely.”

BORDER CROSSING

Roy Gurney wrote: “The BORr-
DER CROSSING quartet will be com-
peting for the second time, repre-
senting the Macomb County and
Windsor chapters. We are looking
forward to tying the show packag;;'
if we can make the cut; otherwise,
we will entertain everybody who
wants to listen anyway.” B

L
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Pontiac-Waterford

By Bob Woodward
0 n a recent evening, the
Pontac-Waterford  Chapter’s
BiG Crier CHORUS met for our an-
nual picnic. This year we met at the
Wartkins Lake home of Bruce Brede.
As we stood in the yard singing,
first one, then another, then an-
other, boat pulled up as passersby
stopped to listen. It was a memora-
ble evening singing to our audience
on the water.

Owr annual show, “Fun In Just
One Lifetime,” will be held on No-
vember 6 at the Central United
Methodist Chureh in Waterford, In
addition o our own SUNNY SIDE,
featured quartets will be the Up-
STAGE SOUND and THE FOUR MAN
FISHIN' TACKLE CHOIR.

Our annual Christmas Chorus
will begin rehearsals on November
9. This is a ime when we invite any
male singer in the area to join us
and expenience Barbershop singing.
While there is no pressure applied
for membership, it is not unusual
for singers to enjoy the experience
and evenmally become members of
the chapter (an effective soft-sell
technique).

Speaking of membership cam-
paigns, we will have a guest night on
November 16, derils o be an-
nounced.

In addition, we remain available
for other performances as they
arise.

Our director, Chris Miller,
brought back a wealth of informa-
gon from Harmony College, which
he 1s sharing with the chorus,

With all of this, .'l]t:lrlg with

preparaton for the spring contest, it
is safe to say that the Pontiac-
Waterford Chapter is back !

Traverse City
By Elbert Ford

reetings to everyone from the

Cherry Capital Of the World,
We have had a very busy summer,
as I'm sure many of you have had
also, but permit me to bring vou up
to date on the CHERRY CAPITAL
CHORUS.

Going back w the beginning of
summer, we cnjoyed putting on a
great show at Interlochen, June 5-6.
We featured FANFARE along with
four chapter quartets and the Sweet
Adelines. We received many com-
pliments on our performances.

Our afterglow was held at the
Interlochen Arts Academy cafeteria.
There was no charge for the facility,
no head count to puarantee and NO
BOOZE! Yet | never heard one
complaint; in fact, we have chosen
the same location next year.

We also sang on Saturday, July
10, during the National Cherry Fes-
tval. Since we live in the vaca-
donland of Northern Michigan, a
majority of our members are busy
with play, taking care of company or
just plain relaxing, yet we seem to
gather the troops for these perform-
ances. The NCF decided at the last
moment to work out a spot to slip
us into, so we received no advance
publicity. Suoll there was a fair
amount of people attending, Next
vear we'll be included in the flyers.

We sang ar the Leclanau Sands
Entertainment Showroom at  the
Casino toward the end of July {1
forgot the date). They want us to
return at least once a month on Sen-
ior's Night, which is a feature each
Tuesday.

As you may have already heard,
we had 19 guys attend Harmony
College! They really enjoved them-
selves as well as lifting their barber-
shop knowledge a few notches,
They returned all fired up and in-
fected quite a few ather puys, so I'm
looking for us to break the 20-mark
next year.

We had a grear coaching session
on August 21 with Barry Towner,
We have another with him before
competiion and two with Joel Mills
as well. 50 watch ouwr, you down-
staters!

The CCC also sang for the re-
sorters outdoor Church In The Park
on August 22, followed by the now
famous “Bersy’s Brunch” at the
home of Maurie and Betsy Allen. It
was held in their backyard and the
day was gorgeous. There was lots of
fellowship along with the food and
song, truly one of the highlights of
the summer.

Right now we're working on our
two contest songs during the com-
petition chorus section of our Tues-
day evenings, with a general chorus
rehearsal taking place during the
first half of our meetings. Hope to
see you all in Baude Creck.

If you stray up this way, by all
means stop in and sing with us on
Tuesday evenings at The Presbyte-
rfan Church on Airport Access
Road at 7:00 p.m.

Calling all chapters

s your chapter represented in

Chapters in Action? If not, why
not?

Let your chapter board of direc-
tors know that you'd like to spread
the news of your chapter through-
out the district.
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Holland

By Art Lane

Holland Chapter readies shows to
raise theater renovation funds

D ates have been selected and a
director named for the series
of shows aimed at raising money to
renovate the Park Theater, Bill
MeAndrew, quartet enthusiast, tag
singer, and veteran of community
theater, will direct three nights of
“Preservadon  Through  Perform-
ance” Thursday, Friday, and Satur-
day, October 21-23, at the theater.

He has invited members who
would like to perform in the train
seene from “The Music Man” w
volunteer, In addiion w several
barbershop sepments, the show will
feature music out of the past —
both vocal and instrumental — of
many kinds. Auditions have been
held, inviting the public 10 partici-
pate.

Meanwhile, Carl Bos is assem-
bling a list of patential donors to be
invited to the three shows. Each
member is asked to invite three cou-
ples. As outlined in Jack W. Oonk’s
PTP plan, the inviter explains that
the show is free, but a substantial
donation for the theater is expected.

Sale of theater seats ar $500,00
cach is progressing under Jim Es-
senberg and Jim Wojahn,

New approach to contest music
announced by Director Lucas
Harold Hill had the “think sys-

tem” for the River City Boys' Band,
and now Myke Lucas, director of
the Holland’s WiNDMILL CHORUS,

has come up with a revolutionary
new method of leaming music for
the October 16 district contest. It's
called “Instant Contest Chorus.”
Here's how it works: Myke sent
out packets with sheet music and
learning tapes for one of the contest
songs. He asked chapter members
to learn the song on their own, at
home, “and then show up at the
Park on September 7 and sing ir.”
When the chorus has learned the
music, “just add director and away
we go,” he said. The aim is to get
everyone involved in the contest
without using all summer to do it

Bill McAndrew opens
Holland web site

Bill McAndrew spread the word
by e-mail: “I'm happy to announce
that the Holland Chapter now has
its own web page at hitp:/members.
aol.com/hollandwme/. On it you'll

find information on our own chap-
ter meetings, directions to our hall,
upcoming events, and rosters of
both our chapter officers and cho-
rus members, In addition, you can
find a report on our 1998 Nether-
lands tour and our current project
of renovating the Park Theater in
downtown Holland,”

An e-mail response feature al-
lows visitors 10 send questions and
updates to the webmaster at hol-

landwme@aol.com. Check us our!™
Barbershoppers named

Karl Klomparens, who has spent
countless hours sanding and paint-
ing the walls of the Park Theater,
was named Barbershopper of the
Month for June.

Chosen as Barbershopper of the
Month for July was Paul Bekker,
treasurer. Paul has put the chapter’s
books on computer and has created
a balance sheet thar shows the chap-
ter’s assets and liabilivies. In addi-
tion, he has been working on re-

moddeling the floor ar the theater.

New tag contest format rewards au-
dience with complete songs

As in the days of radio’s Hit Pa-
rade, the 14% annual Chester P.
Oonk Memorial Tag Contest
paused berween contestamts several
umes to offer a Lucky Strike Ex-
tra — a complete song or two by
one of the quartets in attendance.
The new formar was suggested by
Tom Zuidema, our host at Sauga-
tuck RV Resort and Campground,
and was designed to enhance the
enterrainment value of the evening.

The July 31 contest featured 18
quartets and produced winners in
novice and pro categories. The win-
ning novice quartet was MIGHTY
GRAND, composed of singers from
both the West Shore and Grand
Rapids Sweet Adelines: Merry Lu
Jordan, Tammie Milligen, Linda Ro-
zema, and Leah McAndrew, Run-
ners up were BEASY LISTENERS,
formed by Henry and Al Plantenga
and Steve and Shawn Foster, and
DANNY BOY AND THE JUNIORS,
composed of Jim Hall from the
Gratiot County Chapter, his son,

James Hall, and Mark Andrew and

Bill McAndrew.

The winning professional quartet
was LAST CALL, made up of Nancy
Lucas, Mary Lucas, Kirk Wood, and
Dan Doctor. Runners-up were BOR
DER CROSSING, Myke Lucas, Dan
Doctor, Kirk Wood, and Mike
Oonk, and THE TAGAMETS, made
up of Mary Lucas, Nancy Lucas,
Sue Lucas, and Myke Lucas.

The Bob Von Ins Gut Bucket
Award for the best bass went o
Dan Doctor. The Bart Tillit Tag
Hog Trophy for the person singing
in the most quartets was won by
Myke Lucas.

(Continued on page 26)
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(Continued from page 25)

Golf marathon a winner

Thirteen chapter members and
seven guests risked heat stroke and
blisters to play up to 100 holes of
golf for the benefit of the Holland
Chapter. Seven of the hardy golfers
went the distance and almost every-
one shot more than 50 holes. Golf-
ers sought pledges on a per-hole ba-
sis. The event raised about
25.000.00 for renovation of the Park
Theater.

Despite the good return for a
day on the links, Chapter President
Steve Foster said he doesn’t think
he will oy the 100-hole format
again. The seven who spent the
ﬁ{!rning il dusk shooting 100
holes were Myke Lucas, Dick John-
son, James Hall, Brian Cutshall,
Paul Bekker, Karl Klomparens, and
Steve Foster.

Detroit-Oakland

By Tom Uicker
A s 1 write this article at the be-
ginning of September, 1 hope
it gets to vou, the reader, before the
beginning of November because the
first Friday in November is “Canada
Night” ar DOC. We want to invite
all of the Detroit-area barbershop-
pers, especially the Windsor Chap-
ter, out for a party.

We will hold the event at the
Southfield K of C Hall, 25228 W 12
Mile Road (west of Telegraph), in
Southfield, We haven’t worked out

the food and the admission price
yet, but we expect to have fliers
available at the district fall conven-
ton,

We do want to repeat the mini-
chorus competition. A mini-chorus
is made up of 10 to 16 singers (with
or without a director), all from the
same chapter. Each mini-chorus will
be judged on two songs for the con-
test, and the winners will receive
and be able to display the coveted
*0Old Oakland Bucket” for the next
vear. This treasured rrophy was won
by the Lansing Chapter several years
in a row., More recendy it was
claimed twice by Motor City Metro
Chapter and once by Windsor. The
current defending champs are from
Detroit-Oakland.

S0 mark November 5, 1999, on
your calendar and start working on
your mini-choruses for the big day.

Untdl then, good luck to all of
the competing quartets and cho-
ruses in the fall competidon. THE
GENTLEMEN SONGSTERS will be
there with you. And, if you have
time some Monday night, stop by
the Starr Presbyterian Church on
the corner of Crooks Road and 13
Mile Road in Royal Oak. We would

lowe to sing one with you.

Rochester

By George Schmidt

he Heart of the Hills Chapter

is alive and welll We spent the
summer learning new songs for our
upcoming annual show on October
23 under the able leadership of our
new director, Andy Brenz. It’s been
an interesting summer, one in which
we sponsored a revival of the old
monthly “fun night.” We called
it an Old Fashioned Night and in-
vited all barbershoppers in our area
with THE DETROIT SOUND COM-
PANY as the featured quartet. This

event was well artended with lots of
pick-up quartetting and gang sing-
ing.

The most memorable perform-
ance of the summer happened on
July 20 when our chorus was fea-
tured at the Lake Orion Concert in
the Park series. Just as the chorus
was giving its rendition of “Sweet
and Lovely,” Andy stopped the mu-
sic, called his sweetheart, Kelly
Hope, on stage and on bended knee
offered her an exquisite diamond
engagement ring. A surprised Kelly,
after 4 momentary pause, accepted
to the delight of the audience and
the chorus. This was one oceasion
when the CHORD REALLY HAD
A RING TO I'T!

The chorus is looking forward to
our next performance at the Roch-
ester Arr & Apples Festival on Sep-
tember 12, The show committee,
spearheaded by Chairman Ross En-
sigm, 15 hard at work promoting our
annual show featuring bronze med-
allist quartet MICHIGAN JAKE and

MNew  England’s  favorite  female
comedy quartet, THE NON-
PAREILS.

Wayne

By Gary Simon
ur RENAISSANCE CHORUS has
had a busy summer, high-
lighted by singing and answering
phones at Channel 567s presentation
of “Can’t Stop Singing” on Satur-
day, August 7,

We're now working on our two
songs for the fall competition, with
the goal of finishing a quantum leap
higher than in recent years.

We rehearse every Tuesday eve-
ning at Newburg United Methodist
Church in Livonia.

Please join us if you're in the
area. “We'll leave the light on for
you!” W
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“Irish Blessing”

Arranged by Don Gray

1 | N 2 3
Tenor (=T l i ;: :j_ul_%
Lead | PGy ——] g ——F e
O] | ' ] C i | ————
Maythe road rise to  meel you, May the wind be al-ways at your
| d L N0 e J] & Bdd
Bari v x = . = o
Bass #?H_‘g 1 :e !’I I T — 1 T ¥ 1
{ | | 7 r t i v —_—
4l XM s | 1 6 B | 9 | I
,aF .ﬂ. -H‘ ﬂ g T r l: h .l i ]. - [ #.0] g_ ]
T 1  —ee ! : : 77 j- F__.’._.__'_BH o F — _:
| ¥ ] LA | o 1
back, May the sun shine warm u-ponyour face. Maythe rain  fall
4 ) 4 . ) ]
+° i" : T— = “_“_____i
= —— o s i — |
r =
15 '__J_
= .
soft u-pon your fields, And un - til we meet a - gain, mayHe holdyou in His
t | :
— hi L &p_%n_—f%“ ' J r :Q_J:EH_J—F:'—_—_J*
ﬁl : 1 1 = »—— I ) - T I
L 1 1 ) 1 11 : 1 | L1 1 | ]
i | L" | | i L 1 I [ 1 ' y |
hand.
E 16 ! i 17 M I I 18 J [ 19 20
e g z 3_ —— W
s r—r—F . Lip o e e e ==
Y i ] T N

hand. May God hold you in the palm of Hold you in the palm of His hand.
|
3 £ - 1 — 1 L —
= * . TH 22 == —— .




28 Pioneer Troubadour October/November 1999
. Wayne Chapter, SPEBSQSA, Inc.
U pCOIﬂIng EVE"tS 8315 Hillcrest Blvd NON-PROFIT ORG
Westland MI 48185-1763 18 S PCS
1999 PAID
Oct.9 Gratiot County Show LIVONIA, At
Oct. 15-17  District Fall Convention il e
Oct. 23 Rochester Show
Nov. 6 Pontiac-Waterford Show
Dec. 10 & 12Grand Rapids Show
2000
Feb. 18-19 Detroit-Oakland Show
March 3-4  Huron Valley Show
March4  Lansing Show
March 11 Kalamazoo Show Postmaster: Dated material — Pl RUSH!
March 11 Monroe North Show .'\:‘nmil‘ei;hl:lhr'r:‘:fl:ﬁmrlwr E?:ir.: Association of Chapters of the Sociey for the Preserv a-
A,pl'll 15 Gmn'd naplds Shﬂw tion and Encouragement of Barber Shop Ouartet Singing in America, Inc
April 28-30 District Spring Conven- =
tion Fall convention schedule
June2-3  Traverse City Show (Tentative]
June 9 Windsor Send-Off )
Oct. 20-22  District Fall Convention FRIDAY, April 23 &30 a.m.-“How to Bea Greas
Dec. 1-3  Grand Rapids Show 9:00 a.m. - District board mecting, Lead” by Presentation Judge David

Note: All chapter show activities
must be cleared through the dis-
trict secretary.

Please notify:
Jack Schneider,
District Secretary
1311 Northlawn NE
Grand Rapids M1 49505
616-361-6820 (R)

M\ T TR

If at first you don’t succeed, sky-
diving is not for you.

Why is the alphabet in that order?
Is it because of that song?

I went 1o a bookstore and asked
the salesperson where the self-
help section was, He said if he

told me, it would defeat the
whole purpose,
Don’t sweat petty things ... or

pet swearty things,
How do they get deer to cross ar
those yellow road signs?

McCamly Plaza Hotel.

11:00 a.m. - Registration begins,
McCamly Plaza Hotel lobby.
Noon -Barbershop Shop opens,
McCamly Plaza Hotel. Open
through Saturday night at any time
Competitions are not in progress.
2:00 p.m. - House of Delegates
meeting, McCamly Plaza Hotel.
2:00 p.m. - Ladies Hospitality
Room opens, McCamly Plaza Ho-
tel. Generally open when competi-
tions are not in progress.

6:30 p.m. - Registration moves
from hotel to W. K. Kellogg Audi-
torium.

7:30 p.m. - Quartet competition
semi-finals, W.K. Kellogg Audito-
rium.

Half hour after competition -
Pioneer Quartet Champions Asso-
ciation show, §5.00 admission,

MeCamly Plaza Branson Ball-room.

SATURDAY, Oct. 16
7:00 a.m. - Chapter Presidents’
Breakfast, Porter’s Steak House at
McCamly Plaza Hotel,

Krause, Montgomery Room,
McCamly Plaza Horel,

9:00 a.m. - Registration continues,
McCamly Plaza Hotel lobby,

9:00 a.m. - Ladies Hospitality
Room opens.

10:00 a.m. - Joe Barbershop Cho-
rus rehearsal.

10:45 a.m. - Registraton moves
from hotel to W. K. Kellogg Audi-
totum.

Noon - Chorus international pre-
lims, W. K. Kellogg Auditorium.
Half hour after competition -
Mass sing, McCamly Place

4:00 p.m. - Seniors’ Quartet Con-
test, Branson Ballroom, McCamly
Plaza Hotel.

7:30 p.m. - Quartet competition
finals, W. K. Kcllogg Auditorium.,
After competition - Hospitality
rooms at McCamly Plaza and other
hotels.

SUNDAY, Oct. 17
9:00 a.m. - Gospel service, Bran-
son Ballroom, McCamly Plaza Ho-
tel.




