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Another successful Pioneer District
Convention is now history with the
Grand Rapids Great Lakes Chorus and
The Detroit Sound Co. quartet coming
away with top vocal honors.

Held again in Lansing. the Conven-
tion was hosted by the Bartle Creek
Chapter. In one of the closest chorus
contests ever. the 56-voice Great Lakes
Chorus edged Lansing’s Capital City
Chordsmen by four points to earn the
right to represent the Pioneer District
at the 1998 International Convention in
Atlanta. Ann Jarchow directed the
Grand Rapids contingent in perfor-
mances of “You Keep Coming Back
Like A Song,” and “Rose Colored
Glasses.”

The 71-voice Capital City Chords-
men, directed by Jamie Carey, sang
“Roll On Mississippi” and “Heart of a
Clown.” Finishing in third place was
the Macomb County Harmony Heritage
Chorus. Directed by Jack Slamka, the
41-member chorus sang “Opening
Night on Broadway”™ and “Broken
Heart For Every Light.” They were
named the District’s Most Improved
Chorus.

In guartet competition, the Detroit
Sound Co., comprised of Rudi Krampf,
Kelly Brummett, Jim Ryan and Al Fisk,
was named 1997 District Champions.
The quartet represented the Rochester,
Huron Valley and Frank Thorne chap-
lers.

Finishing second from the Grosse
Pointe, Macomb County and Motor City

(Clockwise from top R): Incoming District President Dave Cole (left) chats with
new District Board member Raleigh Bloch. » Newest Pioneer District Hall of
Fame member Donald Bazely (right) is congratulated by District President Larry
Parker. ® Bill Wickstrom was a driving force behind the Convention’s successful
Quartet Champions Show.

Chapters was the Resolution quartet of
Tony Ales, Tom Conner, Steve Pauling
and Pete Bumns. In third place was the
Lansing Chapter quartet Gallery, with
Art Cardy, Dave Hundt, Larry Parker
and Larry Wise.

Capturing the District Senior Quartet
championship was the Grand Rapids
quartet Flipside, with Al Walters, Terry
Huyge. Gary Branch and Jack Sidor.
They will represent the District in the
Society’s Senior International competi-
tion.

Meanwhile, the 1997 District Novice
Champion was Never Be Four out of the
Grand Rapids Chapter. Quartet members

are Dave Szutkowski, Phil Johnson, Jack
Sidor and John Baker.

Masters of ceremony for convention
events were Battle Creek Chapter’s
Dave Eddy (Quartet Preliminaries), So-
ciety Board member Gene Court (Cho-
rus Contest), and Windsor Chapter’s
Doran McTaggart (Quartet Finals).

A new feature to the Convention this
year was Friday evening’s 1997 Asso-
ciation of Pioneer District Quartet
Champions Show. The show featured
performances by the Quartet Champion
Association Chorus; Onyx. 4 Fits,
Power Play and Firepower. Master of
ceremonies was Lee Hanson.
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When I was a
young lad., my
parents would
sister,
brother and me to
an amusement
park or carnival.
The excitement,
upon armval, was sometimes breathtak-
ing. The chance to ride the merry-go-
round, Ferris wheel, tilt-a-whirl and the
awesome roller coaster were all I had
on my mind. Two hours, and many rides
later, it was time (o go home. The rides
were over and the thrills had ended.

In 1995. you elected me as your
District President. The past two years
have been exciting, educational, and

take my

President’s Position

Larry Parker, President

It was great fun, but

the “Ride is over!”
n

sometimes, breathtaking. [ feel fortu-
nate to have had a hand in helping the
District through the transition period of
our new management structure. The
presidency. and what the office stands
for, is a milestone in my barbershopping
career. The chance to ride the merry-go-
round in the inner workings of the Dis-
trict and Society management gave me
the ride of a lifetime. Now, those two
short years, and many meetings later, the
ride is over! However, the thrills of it
all will remain with me forever.

As we begin the second year of
the new management structure, it
marks the first time that your outgo-
ing president hasn’t gone on to be-

see PARKER, page 19

Conlder chapter service

T Well. I almost
made it! After
more than a dozen
years of service to
the District-from
area counselor to
the Society Board-
I thought 1 would
finally return to the ranks of Joe Bar-
bershopper, but I guess the cards turned
me toward another direction. Now, in-
stead of bidding a fond farewell to the
District board, 1 simply trade my Past
President cap in for a hat that proclaims
that T am now the Vice President of
Music & Performance.

Yes, Shirley, I'm STILL on the Dis-
trict Board!

This move also give me a theme to

share with you. For years. my perception
of our grand organization was that quar-
tetting was the only experience I needed.
I never aspired to taking a “job™ with my
chapter, certainly not an elected position,
and the furthest consideration for me
would have been serving my district or,
even more ludicrous, my Society.

Brother, would that ever have been
short-sighted!

My mentor, a wonderful friend and
excellent baritone. Mark Roberts, was
the first one to lay the old philosophy
on me that states: “you only get out of
an organization that which you put in.”

As a young man [ wondered, what the
heck does that mean? Shortly after, I was
asked to serve as Keeper of the Mugs,

see SEELY, page 20

Number
One with a

Bulletin

Chad Sanders
Troubadour editor

Man, | guess I need to play the Sad
Editor more often. After last ish’s
maudlin plea for material, I received
enough stuff for a 20-pager! With
many photos, no less! Love it!

As | sit putting the finishings on
this hefty beaut, hunched over a large
bowl of Honeycomb and milk. I have
to give major kudos to a few folks.

First. Doug Pearson is responsible
foralion’s share of this ish’s material.
His first-hand coverage of events was
much more knowledgeable. and enter-
taining. than mine would have been.

Next, | need to say thank you to
Holland’s Art Lane for his well-writ-
ten. touching personality profile on
Bob Eastman (pg. 14). This is what
takes the Troub from an average
newsletter to a publication with heart.

Also, Muskegon has done a nice job
plugging their work lately with stu-
dents and with getting the word out on
“Harmony Month” (photos, pg. 17).

Finally. Gaylord’s Carl (Webster)
Essenmacher deserves a shout-out for
using the ten dollar word “neophyte™
in his Chapters In Action. Wow, man.

I've gotten a few comments lately
regarding timeliness of the Troub. This
is disappointing. It seems that while
some folks get their Troub in a fair
amount of time (by the 15th, moved
back from my lofty goal of the 1st of
the month), some don’t receive it al-
mostuntil the deadline for the nextish.

This is due mainly to the 3rd class
status of our mailing, and I don't re-
ally know what to do about it. I know
the Troub leaves Lansing, but beyond
that. it’s up to Distibution Centers and
local Postmasters to decide when to

see BULLETIN, page 7
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Here’s to You

DaVid COIQ, Executive & Member Services VP

Are you a member
of a fraternity?

Welcome to
the “Fraternal
Order of Bar-
bershoppers.™
It has taken me
100 many years
to  become
aware that we
are members of
a very unique
fraternity.
While many fraternities are based on an
ethnic, social, or scholastic theme. we
have the uniqueness of having our fra-
ternity based on music and entertain-
ment.

The brotherhood of barbershoppers
is some 36.000 strong. with quick
growing roots, dating back over fifty
years. And still, we have largely kept

our fraternity a secret -how many
brothers could we include. if we as-
serted ourselves? Pioneer has a two-
year goal of 2,000 members by the
year 2000. We need to work as one to
attain that goal.

Besides the obvious warm fuzzies
of singing, what has kept you in-
volved in barbershopping? Here are
some of mine, maybe they’re similar
to yours.

Quarteting - Besides the thrill of
singing with three other, a quartet be-
comes a family all of its own. There is
the support of the wives: I loved that big
hug after competition. There is the dis-
may of hearing about the tragedy of a
family member. There is the difficulty
of losing that family (quartet) member.

see COLE, page 8

By the time
you read this
article, this
year's COTS-
PLUS will be
history. About
ten percent of
our district’s
membership
attend this ex-
cellent train-
ing session. The attendees. including our
chapter officers, gain knowledge that
will positively affect all of our member-
ship. Unfortunately. not all of our chap-
ters are represented at COTS-PLUS.

This year. all of the materials were not
mailed to each individual chapter but
were distributed at the time of registra-
tion. Those not in attendance will even-
tually get their materials but it will take
some time.

Each chapter officer manual is accom-
panied by a goldenrod coloured Adden-
dum which explains how your chapter
will function under the new management
structure of the Society which is now
fully operational at all levels except the
chapter level. This will be our thrust
throughout 1998.

The Music and Performance manual is

see MCTAGGART, page 19

Audience at
convention
should limit
applause

Consider my words to be kind and
gentle. I wonder if there is some way
that we could ask the audience at
conventions not to applaud for a
quartet or chorus somewhat before
their performance?

| do not wish there to be a rule or
a restriction added to the list (no
cameras, etc.). but perhaps there
could be some agreement among
those present. The applause covers
pertinent announcements and expla-
nations that everyone needs to hear

i.e., where the judges will be for
their critique sessions, what pro-
grams will be held after the contest,
and other convention notices.

Although I certainly don’t want
to curb the enthusiasm of those
who wish to support their
reprepresentatives, I do want to
encourage a more moderate ap-
proach. Perhaps there is a way to
accommodate both enthusiasm
and necessary announcements. |
wrote to the editor. Why don’t
you?

Sing-cerely,

Wilbur “Webb™ Scrivnor

President

Muskegon Chapter
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Public Relating

Doug PeaI‘SOI‘I » Marketing & Public Relations VP

Plan to help celebrate
Society’s 60th Anniversary

Let’s have a
party! Sure as
ringing a good
t a g
everyone’s in
favor of that.
And while
we're atit. let’s
make it world-
wide and in-
clude every

chapter. What a blast!

Well here’s our opportunity, because
next year — 1998 — our Society is cel-
ebrating its 60th Anniversary.

What a great vehicle to showcase our
original American art form and to gen-
erate a whole lot of free promotion and
publicity throughout the community.

Here’s the plan our Society is suggest-
ing and personally. I think it’s a good
one: Each chapter can offer their own
community a gift as a part of the Inter-
national 60th Anniversary. The plan is
to offer free entertainment to couples
having a 60th Wedding Anniversary
in 1998 as a way for Barbershop chap-
ters such as ours to get local media at-
tention. Here’s how you could work it,
using your own variations:

Generally. local media likes to run
“free” offers, and likes to do human in-
terest stories. Each chapter would seek
a media sponsor to make a public offer
and have the media sponsor manage the
drawing to choose the winners.

The number of entertainment offers a
chapter could offer is up to the individual
chapter (1 or 2 or 3, etc). Chances are,
the more you offer, the easier it will be
to find a media sponsor.

The offer is for the chapter to come
in uniforms and serenade the winning

couple at a mutually selected time. Your
chapter does not provide the place nor
food, but does give a free entertainment
experience. The couple can invite as
many friends as they wish to the celebra-
tion to hear the singing.

At the event. the chapter should in-
clude some love songs....and could in-
clude enough other songs to make it a
“show™ if it’s appropriate. Your chapter’s
basic cost would be flowers, a card and
perhaps an old magazine. Here are some
suggested guidelines:

* Enough flowers could be brought
so that each singer can step forward and
present some of the flowers.

* Comments from the chapter could
include reading some of the events from
60 years ago....sort of a “down memory
lane.”

* If there is an “old book” store, or a
“used book™ store in town that has old
magazines. you could provide a memo-
rable highlight by purchasing a 60-year-
old magazine with a date close to the
couple’s wedding date, and present that
magazine as a souvenir.

* A Congratulations Card should be
presented, signed by all of the singers,
as well as listing the Chapter’s name and
contact phone number. Guests could
also be invited to sign the card.

Here’s another idea to help promote
our 60th Anniversary: Have a special
ticket offer for your chapter’s annual
show. Again using the media, make the
announcement that anyone having a 60th
birthday in 1998 will get two tickets for
the price of one, and anyone having a
birthday during the week of the show
will get two free tickets.

Or how about a special 60th Party at

see PEARSON, page 19

Bulletin editor
and PR award
entries due

Jim Styer
PioNet Operator

Several good chapter PR officers
and bulletin editors are out there. But
we don’t know about all of them.
Here’s a chance to get some recog-
nition for your hard work.

Two district contests are open to
you which can help give you that rec-
ognition. (You must be a PROBE
member to be eligible.)

Evenif you don’t think you can win,
consider submitting your entry anyway
— judges’ comments can give you
some help in doing your job better.

Even if you disagree with the
judges. they still probably will have
something to say that will get you
thinking.

District winners will be announced
at the spring convention. If you win
either contest, you can be entered in
international competition.

Bulletin editors

Jan. 15 is the deadline for the Bul-
letin Editor of the Year contest. En-
tries will be judged on layout and re-
production, content, and grammar
and style.

Eligible bulletins must be pub-
lished at least eight times in the year.
Submit three copies each of three
consecutive issues published during
1994. One copy of each must be an
off-the-press issue; the others may be
copies.

You don’t need to be the very best
to win. The top two entries in the dis-
trict will be recognized, and both can
be entered in the international con-
test.

(By the way, save some extra cop-
ies of your bulletins; in case you win,
you will be asked to submit three ad-
ditional copies of any three bulletins

see AWARDS, page 7
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Detroit Sound Co. thanks Pioneer for support

Al Fisk
Rochester

The Detroit Sound Co. is thrilled
and honored to represent the Pioneer
District as the 1997 District Quartet
Champions.

Although we have to raise our per-
formance level up significantly to
qualify as International Representa-
tives for Pioneer, we are proud of our
accomplishment (especially with our

A

s,

in district competitions since 1991
when he moved here from Nebraska.
Jim came close to winning with
Signature with a third place and then
with Passport. “It was a distinct plea-
. sure sharing the stage with three
/| gifted singers and sharing the thrill
" when they called our name as dis-
~ trict champs. Thanks to all my
friends for all their support.”

Rudi Krampf (tenor) and his

formation occurring only two months Petroit Sound Co. is (L to R): Tenor - R“_di _Krampf, wife, Pam, live in Rochester Hills.
ago). We are also pleased with the -¢2d - Kelly Brummett, Bass - Al Fisk, Bari-Jim Ryan yo gino with the Rochester Chap-

outpouring of congrats, support, and
love from all of our Pioneer family.

The Detroit Sound Co. also had the
privilege of singing the Star Spangled
Banner at the Palace of Auburn Hills
before the Detroit Pistons/Atlanta
Hawks basketball game on Saturday
November 22.

Let me introduce the quartet mem-
bers. (You may have seen some of this
on the Pionet.)

Kelly Brummett (lead) and his wife,
Marie, live in Ypsilanti. He has sung
with Camaraderie and is the assistant
director of the Huron Valley Chapter. He
currently sings tenor with Chordiology.

bass with Reckless Abandon. and with
his brothers in the Cherry Hill Brothers.
Kelly is most proud of his two sons and
three granddaughters. T never really
considered myself a competitive person,
so winning or losing never seemed all
that important to me. This changes ev-
erything.”

Jim Ryan (bari) and his wife, Joyce.
live in Canton with their two teenagers.
Ashley and Chris, his REAL hobby. Jim
is in sales and works for a software com-
pany in Novi. He has sung with the
Wayne Chorus,Macomb County and
more recently with his good friends at
Grosse Pointe. Jim has been competing

ter and with Endeavor.

Rudi put the quartet together and dealt
with many necessary details such as
outfits, arrangements, etc. He is a com-
puter consultant. (And a good one. too!)

My name is Al Fisk (bass). Bonnie
and I live in Rochester Hills. I direct
the Rochester Chapter and have sung
with the Lansing, Macomb County,
Oakland County. and Motor City
Metro Chapters. | have sung with the
Subtle Impressions and now sing with
the Chordmeisters. I teach vocal mu-
sic in Hazel Park and will never for-
get the feeling of exhilaration when

see SOUND CO., page 16

The birth of a championship quartet

Jim Ryan
Grosse Pointe

How does a quartet get started?

The phone rings. It’s Rudi Krampf.
He wants to sing in the district competi-
tion. just 2 1/2 months away. Okay. who
have you got so far? Gee, notbad. I've
always wanted to sing with them.
Should we get together? What songs do
you want to sing? Do we even have a
match?

Two months to go. We're meeting
tonight at Jim's house. This could be
fun. Do we even know any songs be-
tween us? Wow, seems like everyone
knows how to sing their part. What are

our strengths? Al is a musician, so is
Rudi. Kelly has a great lead voice and
learns music quickly. Jim’s been on the
stage before and has been through the
regimen. knows what it takes. Rudi is
so enthusiastic. This could really be
good fun! But can we come up with a
name? Let’s see it’s Al, Kelly, Rudi.and
John, er, Jim?

One month to go. We've missed a
couple of practices. Have decided to
go to twice a week to catch up. We
picked four songs. Learning them is go-
ing to be a miracle. Rudi is chasing ar-
rangements, part tapes, possible names,
everything. We might make it. But
where is the sound? And what is our

name?

Three weeks to go. We are coaching
with Lynn Pierce for the first time and
everyone is sacrificing time to make this
happen. Al even takes an early flight
back from DC and the Promise Keepers
rally. Lynn is excited about the poten-
tial. But where is the sound? Lynn gives
us all something to work on. Rudi
records everything on video and four
channel DAT tape. What a guy!

Less than two weeks to go now.
We're having our second coaching with
Lynn. We surprise her. Ha! we actually
listened to what she had to say and used
it. It was a long night and some us are

see QUARTET, page 16
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BULLETIN, from page 3

grab that bag of 3rd class mail and de-
liver it.

I was sure everyone would get the last
ish at least a week before contest, and
some didn’t. Makes the front page sched-
ule look rather silly, no? I'm going to keep
looking into this dilemma, and see what
we can do to speed things up a bit.

Lastly (which I'm pretty sure isn’t a
word. but it sounds cool), I'm going to
plead again for digital submissions wher-
ever possible. It takes me about five eve-
nings to put the Troub together and
proofed. and three of those are spent typ-
ing. If you’ve got email, please send your
story to me that way, either as an attach-
ment, or within the text of your email.

If you type on a computer, throw that
file on a disk and mail it to me. I know
disks are about 75 cents apiece, which
can add up. and I know I can’t promise
to mail all your disks back to you, but
isn’t your humble editor’s eternal grate-
fulness worth the price if a cup of cof-
fee? (Thank you, Sally Struthers)

How about this: send me your story
on disk. and I'll buy you a root beer at
the next convention.

Please don’t misunderstand. I still get
stories typed on typewriters. and please
please keep ‘em coming. 1"d rather take
the extra time and type everything, than
have one person not send me something
because it’s not digital. -Chad

As fermata disbands, they
stop to appreciate everyone
who helped along the way

What an honor it was to represent this
district as quartet champs. Also, how
good it feels to have passed on the tro-
phy to such a great group of guys like
the ones in The Detroit Sound Co. Guys.
congratulations and have fun.

We would like to thank the Pioneer
District for all their wonderful support
during our year as champs. A special
thanks to all the chapters that showed
warm hospitality during our visits. These
would include Gratiot County, Roches-
ter, Detroit-Oakland. Lansing. Windsor,
Milford, and Muskegon.

Thank you so much to the quartets
Power Play, Onyx, and FIREPOWER! just
for being friends at events such as con-
tests, mini-hep, and jug night. We love
you all.

Unfortunately (or fortunately), our
last two weeks of reign were dictated by
Wayne and Krista’s newest addition, An-
drew. this blessing took its sweet old
time arriving, which resulted in us be-
ing unable to attend Bush League, and
unable to sing the trophy away at Fall
convention. It crushed us to not be able
to sing at these events, and we are truly
sorry, but there could be no better rea-

son than to bring a new barbershopper
in to the world. The understanding by
everyone was appreciated.

On an even more serious note, in late
September, fermata made a very diffi-
cult decision. Collectively, we decided
to discontinue the quartet as of Novem-
ber 1. Many factors led to this decision,
but nonetheless. even the right decisions
are not easy.

Our last performance was November
1 on the annual Grand Rapids Chapter
show, and emotions were high, espe-
cially at the afterglow. In retrospect, it
was fulfilling to realize how far we had
come, the friendships we had made, and
most of all, all the fun we had.

Finally, a heartfelt thanks to the Grand
Rapids chapter, and our musical direc-
tor Ann Jarchow. We thank you all for
your support. encouragement and love.
We do feel lucky to have been able to
represent such a great chapter. Thanks,
guys.

The four of us feel honored to have
sung together, and we will miss singing
in this quartet. What a great hobby, and
what a terrific fraternity of friends.

Editors, PR folks have opportunity for recognition

AWARDS, from page 5

for the international competition.)

Mail your entry to Jim Styer, 72
Allison Dr., Battle Creek MI 49017-
1828. Include your e-mail and postal
addresses, and your background info as
a BE.

Any questions? Need help? Call 616-
965-6456, late afternoons and Sundays.
Or e-mail to: jimstyer@voyager.net

Public relations

If you're a PR officer, write a sum-
mary of what you did, the results and
why you're proud of it. No minimum or
maximum length: whatever it takes to

help decide you're worthy of recogni-
tion. Enclose any backup material you
might have. like information used in
planning the activity, outlines, reports.
internal communications, letters, news
releases, clips, tapes, posters, programs,
brochures, handouts or ads. That's your
entry in Pioneer District’s Public Rela-
tions Officer of the Year contest.

If you're not a PR officer, you can
nominate your chapter’s PR officer. But
you also need to provide supporting
material with your nomination letter.
The cover letter also should include in-
formation on chapter size and resources

and on area media to the extent this af-
fected your work and results. Also in-
clude vour name, address, e-mail ad-
dress. phone number, chapter and title,
and a brief summary of your barbershop
and PR experience that can be used for
publicity.

Deadline is March 1. But mail it as
soon as possible, so you don’t forget.
The winner can be entered in the inter-
national PROTY contest, which requires
entrants to be PROBE members. Also
mail your entry for this to Jim Styer. at
the address above. Call if you have any
questions.
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COLE, from page 4
And after all that. your family (quartet)
is the strength that keeps you going.

Man of Note Award - Your most trea-
sured? | know a man who is very proud
of his 25th. 1am most proud of my third
- my son. I was also very proud of an-
other, when I saw one of them singing
lead at the recent contest. I guess I'll
have to recruit more, to get more of those
warm fuzzies.

The many chapter shows - Re-
member the hours of hard work put-
ting together the show? Yes it was
difficult, but the fellowship of mem-
bers and spouses was incredible. And
the featured quartets - Chiefs of Staff,
Yesteryear. Keepsake, 139th St..
Chordiac Arrest, Gas House Gang...
they were all bigger than life. And yet.
they'd all sing a tag with you at the
afterglow. This fellowship is getting
better.

My first International - WOW! 1
didn’t miss a minute, every quartet, ev-
ery chorus, and as many hospitality
rooms as possible. FRED. I can’t wait
until they're on our show. How incred-
ible, over 12,000 people, able to have
fun, and renew acquaintances without
causing a riot. There’s that fellowship
thing again.

Departed Friends - Although sad,
would not have had the enjoyment of
knowing them, without barbershop-
ping. It never ceases to amaze me how
instantly friendship occurs within our

Unlawful
ASSEMBELY
T

YOuU WILL LIKE CUR SINGING

Raleigh Gene

To put out a contract... contact

Gene Hanover
PO Box 259 - Bridgman, Ml 49106
616 - 465 - 6223

Gary Ed

fraternity. We need to find more people
to become members of our fraternity.

Joe Barbershopper - With all of the
varied backgrounds, we all become Joe
Barbershopper during our meeting
night(s). That includes professionals.
corporate presidents, salesmen and in-
dustrial workers. Recently at the Soci-
eties Leadership Forum, T was amazed
at how many District Officers had “Gold
Medals™ around their necks. It was a
thrill to just sit and talk with these guys
- Joe Barbershopper.

Inspiration - Sometimes we need a
kick in the pants, or maybe someone
to inspire us. Recently someone did
that for me. Our chorus needed some-
one to join the ranks of the front row.
Personally, I'll sing in a quartet, but
the front row - are you insane?! Well,
this man volunteered, with the under-
standing that he would need help in
learning the dance steps - in two
months.

With help from two dedicated mem-
bers, they taught him the routine. With
much anticipation (on his part only), he
strutted his stuff on the contest stage.
The inspiration, you ask? Bob is blind.
When I asked him why, he simply stated,
“they needed someone to do it, and 1
wanted to prove to myself that [ could.”
Thanks, Bob.

What's kept you happily involved in
our fraternity? I'd like to know. E-mail,
or write to me. Let’s get a big list to-
gether for the next publication. In the
meantime, if you need help within your
chapters, there are seven District Vice
Presidents chomping at the bit. Give
them a call if you need help.

District to

waive its $10
membership
dues for 1998

Doug Pearson
VP, Marketing & Public Relations

Is $10 worth anything to you? Or
to anyone you know? If your answer
is ‘yes,” then read on.

Effective January 1, 1998 — for
a full-year duration —our Pioneer
District will be waiving the $10 Dis-
trict portion of the annual Society
membership dues.

And this $10-deal that each new
member will get can be raised to an
even greater amount if your individual
chapter decides to waive its chapter
dues for the year.

When it comes to club or associa-
tion affiliations, we all like to know
“how much it costs.” This Pioneer
District savings of at least $10 a year
during our special 1998 program
should provide you with a major
punch to your membership efforts.
You won’t want to forget this special
benefit when you’re talking to a po-
tential member.

Remember, this $10 attraction (or
more if your chapter decides on it) can
help us reach our district goal of 2,000
in 2000. That’s the goal we have set
for our district: Hitting a figure of
2.000 members by the end of the year
2000. It’s an ambitious goal since it
represents an addition of some 600
new members over our current mem-
bership figure. But if we all pitch in.
it’s one we're confident we can meet.

There are a number of exciting
ways we can achieve our membership
target. You'll hear much more about
this later. But an effective way of get-
ting us out of the starting blocks is the
$10 incentive.

When you’re talking to a potential
member, don’t forget it.
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Grand Rapids

by Dick Williams

The songs have ended but the memo-
ries linger on... and so it goes. another
fall contest is now behind us.

Congrats to the Battle Creek chapter
for a smoothly run and fun convention.
Great job, Battle Creek.

I'd like to take a moment to thank
Fred Kienitz for his very kind and exu-
berant comments on our performance at
Indy. All of us appreciated what you did,
Fred. it meant a lot to us and Fred, we
wish you had been one of the judges.

For the longest time, | have wanted
to congratulate Chad for the wonderful
job he is doing with the Troub. We're
very fortunate to have someone of his
caliber to take it over. Keep up the great
work. Chad. You da Man.

Congratulations to Pioneer’s new Dis-
trict Quartet Champions, The Detroit
Sound Co. They did one heck of a job.
Took the lead Friday nite with a great
set and never looked over their shoul-
ders. Super job Rudi, J. Kelly, Jim and
Al

Speaking of the quartet contest, we
are extremely proud of our chapter quar-
tets and what they accomplished. Never
Be Four (Pioneer Novice Champions)
Dave Szuthowski, Phil Johnson, Jack
Sidor and John Baker. Flipside (Pioneer
Senior Champions) Al Walters, Terry
Huyge, Gary Branch and the old man
Jack Sidor. This Geritol bunch will rep-
resent Pioneer at the Senior Convention
this January at Tampa. We wish them
the best of luck.

Another first time quartet, Happy
With Anything, featuring Peter Westers,
Bill “we’re the best lead section”

Mousel, Dale Mattis and Mark Kettner
did a great job considering they haven’t
been together very darn long. Again,

nice job, guys.

In fact, all of the quartets were won-
derful. We take our hats off to you for
the job you all did.

As for the chorus contest, what can I
say! But first, I'd like to congratulate
Macomb county on being the Most Im-
proved Chorus. Jackson gottum on the
move and that’s great to see.

Now, about those guys from Lan-
sing. Kinda like a bad habit. they just
won’t go away. Nice job, Jamie, the
chorus was great. You guys are start-
ing to get on my nerves, though. Go
away. Nah, just kidding, it’s great
competition.

Actually, all of the choruses did an
outstanding job. They just keep getting
better and better.

Here in ole GR we are pleased to be
able to once again represent our great
district at the International in Atlanta.
Hopefully. the third time will be the
charm for all of us.

We're getting two new songs and ar-
rangements along with some new great
choreography and we are eager to get
them started.

We just finished another successful
chapter show, featuring Nitelife and all
our chapter quartets and a mixed chorus
with some of the Sweet Ads, and also
the comedy group Variety Pack. All in
all, it was a lot of fun for all of us. Now,
we turn to the holidays.

December will keep us busy with a
Dec. 6 Christmas show at Central HS
and on Dec. 12 and 13, a Christmas show
with the Sweet Adelines and on Feb. 4
a coaching session with David Wright,
an honorary member of the chorus and
then on March 21 our Spring Fling show.
Then, in April, we will be your host for
the Spring Contest.

I'd like to mention that two of our
prominent members just became proud
fathers. Steve and Julie Brown had a 8
Ib.-4 oz. son, Andrew Nicholas, and
Wayne and Christa Linde, a 10 1b.-4 oz.
son Andrew Morris. Both destined for
the lead sections. We like to start um
young. Congratulations, mom and dads.

In closing, from our chapter to your
chapter we love you all and may you all

have a wonderful Thanksgiving and may
you all have a very merry Christmas and
a very happy new year.

It is truly great to be a barbershopper,
and Go Blue.

Grosse Pointe

by Nick Piccione

The fall convention was terrific. The
Grosse Pointe Chapter improved from
8th place at the Spring Convention to
4th place this time... despite the fact that
it included a brand new song we began
just a couple of months before. Thanks,
Russ and Steve, for all the great effort!

But there's no time to think about
that because our Christmas Show
with the Eastpointe Sweet Adelines
is set for December 11. This will be
our third major show this year and
has become an annual event. It takes
place at the Grosse Pointe War Me-
morial Theatre and is always a sell-
out.

Coin Night on November 4 was a
blast. Approximately 90 barbershoppers
and guests packed the Grosse Pointe
Farms Pier Clubhouse for a “Surf and
Turf” dinner of steak and jumbo
shrimp, grilled to perfection by Al
Cole on the shrimp and Chuck
Wingard and Bobby Kramb on the
steaks. So many other members and
wives participated in the planning,
cooking and serving that we can’t
mention all of them here. A 15-piece
banjo band topped off the entertain-
ment.

The Installation of Officers was
conducted by that greatest of all Mas-
ters of Ceremonies, Doran McTaggart,
of the Windsor chapter. Let me intro-
duce our new leadership:

President. Mike Sullivan: Program
VP. Russ Seely: Membership VP, Joe
Serwach; Secretary, Dave Szupinski;
Treasurer, Bob Kramb: Chorus Di-
rector, Steve Pauling: Music VP.
Mike Proffitt, Chorus Manager, Al
Cole; Director, Hospitality and Con-
vention, Jim Grogan; Show Chair-

see GROSSE POINTE, page 10
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man, Dale Barber; Keeper of the
Mug, Chuck Wingrad: Director of
Charities, Gordy Dubrul: Past Presi-
dent Rick Schaefer.
Of this fine slate of officers, we say:
The thoughts we’re expressing
We're gladly addressing
To those men who deserve our deep-
est gratitude.
Since hinges our chorus
On all they do for us,
We salute them for their generous at-
titude.

Lansing

Doug Pearson
VP, Marketing & Public Relations

In any chapter activity, individual par-
ticipation is the name of the game, and
Lansing is no exception.

The Capital City Chordsmen put 71
men on stage as they finished in a run-
ner-up position to an excellent Great
Lakes chorus at the recent District
Convention. Our hats are off to our
friends from the west, and we wish
Ann Jarchow and her chorus the best
in Atlanta.

Meanwhile, participation also took a
front seat in the quartet competition.
Hard work and dedication paid off for
the Gallery quartet of Art Cardy, Dave
Hundt, Larry Parker and Larry Wise as
they took third-place honors in the Dis-
trict Contest.

And we also boast the only competi-
tive quartet at the convention that was
allowed to sing three songs on stage.
They were the mike-testing Parts Un-
limited foursome of chapter members
Ken Braman, Kevin Lenneman and Al
Blankenship, and Frank Thorne mem-
ber Joe Bodarko.

Also, let's not forget the Seniors.

Participating in that sector of compe-
tition was the R2D2 quartet of Ruben
Queen, Reese Olger, Don Horton and
Doug Pearson. In addition, basso Bob
Fox lent his talents to the B Naturals
senior quartet.

Joining the other Lansing quartets
in the Saturday night Hospitality
Room festivities was the Patch
Chords crew of Roger Cahaney, Rich
Harlow, Larry Best and Doug
Pearson.

Finally, how about our energetic
member Mark Kettner who sang com-
petitively three times, finishing first
once and runnerup twice? With a dual
membership in Lansing and Grand
Rapids chapters, Mark sang with the
championship Great Lakes Chorus,
took a quick breather and then revis-
ited the risers to sing with the sec-
ond-place Capital City Chordsmen.
And that evening, just so didn’t get
he rusty, Mark lent his bass voice to
the Happy With Anything quartet,
runnerup in the Novice Quartet Con-
test. What do you do in your spare
time, Mark?

Lansing also made its presence felt at
the recent Bush League '97 at Gaylord
with the Performing Arts quartet of Art
Cardy. Don Horton, Rich Harlow and
Doug Pearson, and the B Naturals with
Bob Fox on bass.

Future activities for the chapter in-
clude the annual Christmas Dinner,
Valentine's Day singouts and our an-
nual Spring Show. Stay tuned!

Benton Harbor-
St. Joseph

Steve Lake
Chapter Development VP

The editor’s plea for copy from his
potential contributors prompted me to
finally sit down and give our new com-
puter a try at word processing, and to
let the district know that the Fruit Belt
Chorus still exists in the far corner of
Southwest Michigan!

I want to take this opportunity to
welcome Ed Wesner to our chapter.
His application was accepted by our
board two weeks ago, and he submit-
ted his initial due checks at our meet-
ing this past Monday. It was ironic that
this man was not invited by anyone,
including me, until he approached me
at a company picnic given by the bank
where our wives both work.

It seems he had sung barbershop a
long time ago. and he happened to
see a weekly notice in our paper
about our weekly meetings. Ed is our
first new member in quite a while,
and the chapter certainly welcomes
him!

At the opposite end of our happi-
ness continuum is the fact that our
director for many years, Roger Val-
entine, has given the board his res-
ignation, effective the end of 1997.
So... we are searching for a new di-
rector! Our chapter coach, Ed
Fritzen, says he has exhausted his
possibilities. and our old friend and
former member, Gene Hanover, is
assisting in our search.

Several members are contacting
local vocal music directors for pos-
sible candidates, but so far, no luck.
Are any Pioneer barbershoppers with
directing capabilities going to be
moving to the Twin Cities area soon?
If you are, and might be interested,
please contact me soon. (Home:
(616) 429-8996. Work: (616) 934-
1231.)

Also, we would welcome the visit
of any chapters that would be able to
plan a Monday evening trip. How
about it, guys, we’'re not that far
away! We may be small, but we are
determined to get this chapter going
again.

Quartetting is a part of almost ev-
ery meeting night, and we do have
some other performances planned in
December, plus looking for some
more singing possibilities.
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The Detroit-Oakland Chapter, SPEBSQSA, Inc.
and THE GENTLEMEN SONGSTERS CHORUS

present their 59th Parade of Harmony '

%IDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1998, at 7:59 p.m.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1998, at 7:29 p.m.
¢ SEHMIDT-AUDITOHIUM — CLARENCEVILLE HIGH SCHOOL, LIVONIA, Mi

° '——) Featuring

FRED BSQ
1997 Silver Medalists 1997 5th Place Medalists
CUSTOMER TICKET ORDER FORM ALL SEATS RESERVED! 1

Fill out coupon and mail along with check and a self-addressed, stamped envelope to the address at the bottom.
(PLEASE PRINT or TYPE!)

NAME QUANTITY TOTAL $ Amount
ADDRESS ~ ___Fri, Feb20 @ $13.00
cITY STATE/PROV ZIP Sat, Feb 21 @ $13.00 i
TELEPHONE HOME () BUS( ) Total Amount Enclosed $
] ADDRESS CORRECTION B Make check payable to Detroit-Oakland Chapter, SPEBSQSA Inc.
[J ADD TO MAILING LIST B Include stamped, seif addressed envelope and mail to:

FOR FURTHER INFO, CALL: (248) 559-7082 THOMAS UICKER, 29257 SOUTHGATE DR, SOUTHFIELD, Ml 48076
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Flint

Ken Rice
Publicity Chair

Disregard the rumors. The Flint Chap-
ter has not evaporated in to thin air. It’s
just that your reporter was placed on the
disabled list back in February, and there
hasn’t been a word about Flint on these
pages since then. It’s nice to be back and
to be included once again in the beauti-
fully redesigned Troub.

First order of business is to play a little
catch-up. Sure, it’s all old news by now,
but the Arrowhead Chorus thinks the fol-
lowing items of activity are worth at
least a brief mention. In April. Mark
Lemier, a new Flint member, transferred
here from the South Bend area where
he was active in both chorus and quar-
tet singing. Stepping aside was nine-year
veteran John Noteware, who deferred to
family and business pressures. We're
proud to have both of these dedicated
barbershoppers affiliated with the Flint
Chapter.

A full gaggle of Arrowheaders at-
tended International competition in In-
dianapolis. In addition to that the sum-
mer was filled with sing-outs in places
as diverse as Mayville High School. Lin-
den Festival Days, A Knights of Colum-
bus meeting. and aboard the Genesee
Belle, flagship of the Crossroads Village
tourist fleet. The annual brats-and-kraut
outing at Dead Creek Saloon in
Frankenmuth was attended by represen-
tatives of five east Michigan chapters.
We sponsored a chapter bus trip to
Stratford, Ontario, where an enthusias-
tic group of barbershoppers, Sweet
Adelines and spouses saw the magnifi-
cently produced “Camelot™ by the
Stratford Festival Players. And finally,
the third annual pontoon boat “sing-
around-the-lake” party at Don Wills’
house on Bald Eagle Lake was the best
ever. The Mid-Michigan Chorus (Flint

and Saginaw combined) performed its
Irish music show. “A Little Bit O’
Heaven' again, this time in Saginaw on
September 13.

Fall competition for the District found
us onstage, singing 13th of 13 choruses
(someone’s gotta do it). The audience,
we believe, was bedazzled by our brand
new blue blazers with pocket emblem,
red ties, gray slacks and red socks. Our
performance surprised a few folks, too,
and we were gratified by the enthusias-
tic applause. Amazing what a simple
dance step and a few scraps of confetti
will do to energize an audience. Our 10th
place finish was a little disappointing,
but a nice improvement over our previ-
ous outing. We’ll take it.

Attentions have turned to preparations
for our spring show, scheduled for Sat-
urday, March 21, 1998. Entitled
Klondike Gold!” our show will be a cel-
ebration of the 100th anniversary of the
Alaskan Gold Rush of 1898, complete
with an appearance by Gold Rush poet-
laureate Robert Service. Plan to join us
for either the matinee or the evening
performance. You can expect to hear a
lot of turn-of-the-century chestnuts, and
you’ll have an opportunity to pan for
gold yourself. It’s going to be fun! See
you there.

Gaylord

Carl Essenmacher

Wow! What an experience! The idea
of hosting Bush League ‘97 for a neo-
phyte chapter was mind-boggling!
Where do we start? What time frames
need to be met? Who do we go to for
advice? When should it take place?
Hank Hedges just said “We can do it!”
and with assurances of the Marmonie
Meisters (to a man). set the wheels in
motion. Of our 28 members, maybe ten
had any previous barbershop exposure.
Areas of expertise were investigated and
everyone was assigned as a cog in the
wheel (which they all cheerfully ac-
cepted). The inevitable obstructions
arose and were met head-on. I can’t say
enough about the teamwork displayed,
not only by our chapter. but throughout

the district. Glitches, such as fermata’s
Peter Westers” wife going into labor and
not allowing them to perform, were
taken in stride and understanding by ev-
eryone involved. By the way. that is the
only acceptable excuse that will be tol-
erated from a bari! Winner of the
Gaboon trophy (a cross between the
Holy Grail, the Stanley Cup, and a half-
filled spittoon, according to Doug
Pearson) was Resolution, from Grosse
Pointe, Macomb County, and City Light
s chapters, with Take Four from the Soo
and Chordiology from Huron Valley
coming in second and third, respectfully.
Our congratulations to the other nine
competing quartets, who are all winners
regardless of position. Thanks also to the
Silver Domes, Four Ever Yours, the
judges, and all who were involved.

Yes! There will be a Bush League ‘98!
See you there.

Hillsdale

Chris Davis

We had a very enjoyable meeting
night recently when we gathered at
Rosalie’s restaurant in Jonesville and
pulled a surprise on Roy Tipton to
help celebrate his 39th(?) birthday.
Roy’s good wife, Fran, had planned
it well, and Roy surmised he was go-
ing out for dinner with another
couple. We rang the rafters with
“Happy Birthday” when Roy and
Fran entered and followed with sev-
eral of our old songs. The golden fluid
added an extra touch to Roy’s
evening.

QOur fall show went over well in
Hudson to a near-capacity crowd. To
continue a Hudson tradition, the show
started on Sunday afternoon at exactly
3:03 p.m. Many were excited to see
the antics of the Harmony Hounds and
hear the great sound of FIREpOWER! We
are fortunate to have four quartets with
the chorus, and they all performed on
the show.

Our “almost new” chorus director,
Pete Blum, is doing an excellent job
and gaining exFerience with every

see HILLSDALE, page 13
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meeting. Once we have learned a song,
we are now able to sing it completely
through without interruption.

We had another guest night in Oc-
tober with good attendance, Follow-
ing the meeting, we treated our guests
to pizza and refreshments, then had
them join us in singing many old time
favorites.

Upon singing in a nursing home,
it gives us great pleasure to see the
happiness in the residents’ eyes as
they sit back, relax and enjoy our
songs.

Muskegon

Frank Scoft
VP, Chapter Development

For the past several years, the
Muskegon Chapter has made special
efforts to spread barbershopping
among the young. Chapter quartet the
Four Score and More visited school
classrooms. Frank Scott provided
regular mailings to thirty high school
directors, and the chapter board sup-
ported the harmony Explosion Camp
at Ball State University.

One of those HEX quartets was The
Cool Harmony Four from local
Reeths-Puffer High School. At the
1986 Camp, expert coaching and five
new songs to their repertoire pleased
their director. and our chapter had
them open our 1997 show in April.
They also won the prestigious
Muskegon Chronicle Show Case of
Talent Award. and at our Pioneer Dis-
trict Convention in April, they won the
college age quartet contest.

Meanwhile, the Uncalled Four, from
local Mona Shores High School. with
their teacher, Shawn Lawton, attended
the 1997 Harmony Explosion Camp
this past summer. As a matter of in-
terest. Dan Doctor, Jr., is the son of

Dan Doctor. the bass of Genuine
Blend... who is the son of longtime
barbershopper, Del Doctor. This
young quartet came back with great
enthusiasm, and has appeared at our
chapter meetings on two occasions.
Since their membership consists of
three high school juniors and one
freshman, we can look forward to
hearing them again in the future.

Of course, life and Shoreline Cho-
rus rehearsals go on. During the
summer months. the Chorus, and
chapter quartets. sang at the Commu-
nity College Mayfest, the National
Asparagus Festival, and the NBD
Community Picnic. We recently cel-
cbrated our 57th Anniversary with a
very successful Open House.
Muskegon Mayor, Blanche Smith,
issued a proclamation, and the Four
Score and More sang to her at a com-
mission meeting.

We are looking forward. now, to
Christmas performances—including
the Festival of Trees at the Frauenthal
Theatre. Our Annual Installation of
Officers Dinner will be held at the Ar-
boreal Inn on Thursday, December 18,
with Ed Fritzen presiding over the cer-
emony.

Finally. . . for those of you who
know “Mike” Simpson. his health
problems have confined him to a lo-
cal nursing home, where visits from
chapter members help his peace of
mind.

Wayne

Gary Simon
Publicity

The results of the Wayne Chapter’s
board of directors election for 1998:
President - Jerry Beamish. Music &
Performance VP - Mark Pritchard.
Chapter Development VP - Alex
Willox, Program VP - Ed Compton,
Secretary/Treasurer - Bob Wolf, Re-
cording Secretary - John McDowell,
Members-at-Large - Paul Alflen and
Bob Taylor.

We’re brushing up on our Christ-
mas songs for the upcoming season.

We're also learning new songs for
our 1998 annual show to be held at
Mercy High School in Farmington
Hills on March 6-7, 1998. The show
will feature the quartet “Michigan
Jake.”

We enjoyed helping Channel 56
with their Winterfest "97 by answer-
ing phones during pledge breaks on the
evening of Saturday, November 29.
We were also able to sing a couple of
songs on live TV!

You've just finished the
best show you can
remember.

voure @XClited.
The WHOLE CHORUS

is excited.

Before the moment’s gone,
put it down in words.

mhen SEN 1o

the Troubadour.

e-mail it.
snail mail it.
fax it.

Western Union it.

However you get it there,

You Must
Submit!

Because y

face it...

if you want your horn

tooted, you better
be the one

blowin’.

Pioneer S
Trtibadou ﬁfg;
SRR O

Pe———




Trotibadour

December/January, 1997

Chapters

Holland

Art Lane

Among the dancers in the front row
of the Holland Windmill Chorus is
one man who memorizes all the
moves, and doesn’t sneak a look at
the man next to him to see what the
next step is.

Memorization has served him well.
for in the recent contest in Lansing,
Bob Eastman danced and kicked his
wooden shoes better than some of the
Holland dancers who could see what
they were doing.

Eastman, 55, has been blind for
more than half his life, but he hasn’t
let that get in the way of his enjoy-
ment of music, particularly barber-
shop music. In fact, he learned the
dance steps to “Wooden Shoe Strut”
in the last three weeks before the con-
test. He was coached by fellow danc-
ers Jack Oonk and Bill McAndrew.

The “Wooden Show Strut” involves
striding back and forth on stage. doing
a few steps of the Charleston, and kick-
ing like a Rockette in the finale.

“T just figured 1 had to do it right or 1
didn’t want to be there,” he said.

One of the skills which helped him
do it right is sharp hearing. On the
contest stage he could hear the steps
of the klompen-clad dancers on each
side, and this helped him stay in
line.

“Tt was a challenge. It was fun. [t came
off halfway decently,” he said.

Bob has been a barbershopper since
1991, when he joined at the urging of
members Kip Tillitt and Mike Oonk.
Bob sees himself as “a vaudevillian
who was born too late.”

He likes quartet singing. and
helped deliver Singing Valentines last
February: he sings and plays the gui-
tar, specializing in classical style pop

music, and he plays the lute, doing
hymns and Renaissance music at
churches in the Holland area.

Bob is a Holland native who joined
the Air Force after high school and
was a jet mechanic. After he got out
of the service, he had a hobby of mak-
ing his own fireworks. He was work-
ing with a rocket one day in 1963
when it went off and the explosion
blinded him.

After a rehabilitation school in
Indianapolis he returned to Holland
where he worked in the drapery
business and finished a year of
study at Hope College. Later, he
studied classical guitar at Eastern
Michigan University and sang in the
EMU chorus,

About this time. he met Perry
Bullard, a state senator who was sort
of an anti-establishment activist
from Ann Arbor. With Bullard’s en-
couragement, Bob and other students
from EMU, Wayne State University
and the University of Michigan,
along with a couple of professors,
started writing the Michigan Civil
Rights Code for the Disabled. It was
adopted by the legislature in 1974,
he said.

“Congress liked it so much, they
pattered the Americans With Disabili-
ties Act after it,” he said.

Returning to Holland, Bob found it
hard to get a full-time job. He sang at
weddings. Taking a Community Edu-
cation voice class in the mid-1980s
gave him more confidence. He found
work as a volunteer, teaching a gui-
tar class for five years to prisoners at
the Michigan Dunes Correctional Fa-
cility near Holland. until the prison
closed.

He lives in his own apartment and
often bakes chocolate chip cookies to
take to meetings of the Holland chap-
ter. During practices, his memory of
notes helps keep the bass section in
tune.

As for performing with the dancers
of the Holland Windmill Chorus, “I"d
do it again.” he said.

Windmill Chorus sings goodbye,

Harmony Hall, hello,
Evergreen Commons

The Holland Windmill Chapter
sang a goodbye to its comfortable,
somewhat shabby harmony hall,
while surrounded by packing boxes
full of memories, at its last meeting
in the old hall.

After a short practice and some
round-robin quartetting, chapter
members were visited by the spirits
of O. C. Cash and Rupert Hall,
founders of the Society. They sped
down from heaven especially for the
farewell and promised help in find-
ing a new hall.

Bill Andrew performed the part of
portly founder O. C. Cash and Jack
Oonk drawled convincingly as his
fellow Oklahoman Rupert Hall.
Headlining the last night in the old
hall was the Dutch Masters, com-
posed of Fred Schutmaat, Dan Doc-
tor, Jim Colburn and Butch
Lievense.

After the farewell, the chapter fin-
ished taking down hundreds of photos
of quartets and choruses that lined the
walls. The memories and furnishings
were put in storage.

The chapter now meets at Evergreen
Commons, a shiny and spacious senior
citizen center while the chapter seeks a
new hall with room for performance.

Chapter holds cruise
on the Grand River

Steamboatpersons were throwin’
ropes and blowin’ whistles on toward the
end of summer when the Holland Chap-
ter embarked on The Grand Lady for a
cruise of the Grand River.

Commodore Dale Bekker lined up
the buffet dinner and a combo as the
members took their best gals out to
say “thank you™ with a nautical twist.
The 74-passenger paddlewheel boat
offered a three-hour cruise of an al-
most uninhabited stretch of
Michigan’s Big River.

Many quartets enliven
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three-day tag event

Thirty-two quartets turned out to
compete in the Chester P. Oonk Me-
morial Tag Contest in July. this year,
the contest evolved from a one-night
competition to a three-day singing
campout at Saugatuck campground
near Holland. Local barbershoppers
were joined by some from Terre
Haute. Indiana, and a large number
of Sweet Adelines, who set the pace
in the competition.

Winning quartet in the pro category
was Harmony Express, composed of
Merry Lu Jordan, Jan Welsh, Janice
Chamberlain and Claudia Presson.
The novice winner was Three Girls
and a Lamb, composed of Jan Welsh,
Betty Elliott. Claudia Presson and
Steve Foster.

The winner of the Bart Tillitt Me-
morial Tag Hog Trophy, for compet-
ing in the most quartets. was Emi
Oonk. 15, a third-generation
barbershopper and new member of the
West Shore Sweet Adelines.

The Holland Chapter initiated a
new award this year, the Bob Von Ins
Gut Bucket Award. It is a miniature
galvanized bucket given to the bass
who most impresses the judges. The
first winner of the Gut Bucket Award
was Vince Winans of Terre Haute.

Incidentally. Bob Von Ins, a legend-
ary former member of the Holland
Windmill Chorus, who now lives in
Connecticut, attended the contest, sang
in one of the quartets, and was a judge.
He was joined at the judging table by
Jim Hotrod and Jack Schneider of
Grand Rapids.

Another weekend singing campout is
planned in July 1998 for the tag contest.
and everyone in the district is invited.

Wood shoes shine in New
Zeeland auditorium

One of the first big shows in the new
Zeeland High School DeWitt Audito-
rium was the Zeeland Pumpkin
Festival’s “Barbershop Plus Variety
Show™ put on by the Holland Windmill

Chorus. Directors were Mike Oonk and
Darrell VandeHeof.

The show included the 90-voice
Zeeland High School Concert Choir and
the 85-voice Zeeland High School
Women's Ensemble, both led my music
instructor Tim Oonk.

Genuine Blend. the 1995 Pioneer
District champion quartet. headlined
the show, joined by the Sweet
Adelines’ Lake Effect, the O Boys™
trio, and chapter quartets 2 Young & 2
Old and Seventh Sense. The new 1,000
seat auditorium is a very good place
1o sing.

Barbershoppers honored

As the months fly by, the Holland
Chapter has recognized a number of
Barbershoppers of the Month. They
include:

Steve Foster. July. for his hard work
and enthusiasm for the tag contest.

Myke Lucas. August. for his joy in
teaching us our craft and “pounding the
music into our thick skulls.”

Paul Bekker, September, for tack-
ling any job that comes along, includ-
ing show programs. Pumpkin Festi-
val and helping at the chapter garage
sales.

Bob Eastrman, October, for learning
the steps and dancing well in contest,
wothout sight.

Hail to the Chieflet

The Holland Chapter says congratu-
lations to District President-Elect
David Cole, the first Hollander to head

the district since Clarence Jalving in
1953-54.

Detroit-Oakland

Tom Uiker
Bulletin Editor

Let me start off by apologizing for
not getting an article in the last Trou-
badour. 1 missed an opportunity to
publicize Detroit-Oakland’s “Canada
Night,” held (as usual) on the first Fri-
day of November. We did send out

flyers to local chapters, but word
didn’t always sift down to the mem-
bers. Even so, we had 79 people in
attendance. representing nine chap-
ters.

We had six mini-choruses compete
for the “Old Oakland Bucket,” in-
cluding two from Detroit-Oakland,
one each from Windsor. Wayne and
Motor City Metro, and one more
called “Those Other Guys.”

Motor City Metro's “Miller
Lights.” the defending champs. took
third place. DOC’s “Mini-Songsters™
came in second. First place went to
Windsor’s “Little Casinos.” Honor-
able mention should be given to
Wayne chapter for their chorus
name. They took advantage of their
one baritone to cal themselves "Odds
and Ed.”

Four quartets helped to entertain the
crowd-DOC’s Four Note Trump. the
Mix Masters from Windsor, Four of a
Kind from Motor City Metro, and two
appearances from the Detroit sound
Co., our current Pioneer District
Champs.

Master of Ceremonies Bill
Wickstrom kept things moving while
taking time for gang singing. social-
izing, and (of course) beer breaks.

Right now, DOC is getting ready
for our 59th annual show, on Feb-
ruary 20&21, 1998, at Clarenceville
High School in Livonia. Our guests
FRED (1997 silver medalists) and
BSQ (1997 5th place medalists)
along with the Gentlemen
Songster’s Chorus and our own
chapter quartets. Please not the date
(one week later than usual) and
check out our flyer, elsewhere in
this issue.

Congratulations to our newly
elected chapter executive board: Jim
Kunz. President: Dave Montera, VP-
Music and Performance: John
Northey & John Schell, VPs-Chapter
Development: Will Power, Secretary;
Tom Uicker, Treasurer: and Joe
DeSantis, Jim Dugan & Harry Jessop,
members-at-large.



Ploneer

16 * Troubadour

December/January, 1997

Lifetime Achievement...

Bazely 1997 Pioneer Hall of Fame recipient

Doug Pearson
VP, Marketing & Publicity

Long-time district member and
strong barbershop leader Donald
Bazely from the Sault Ste. Marie
Chapter has been named to the presti-
gious Pioneer District Hall of Fame.

His induction into the Hall was an-
nounced by District President Larry
Parker at a special presentation cer-
emony during October’s Board of Del-
egates meeting at the District Conven-
tion in Lansing.

Among his many activities, Bazely
has served the District as an Area
Counselor, a Division Vice President,
an Assistant District Music Educator,
a chief certifier for AHSOW, a Dy-
namo coordinator, a chorus coach and
numerous other district duties.

Within his chapter, Bazely has been
president. chorus director, bulletin edi-
tor, an arranger, a quartet coach. and
was selected twice as Barbershopper of
the Year.

In addition, he has been a mem-

ber of several quartets including the
Caboteers, Border Chorders, Souve-
nirs, Generation Gap. Harmoneers
and “4 in Exchange.” He also as-
sisted in organizing a chapter in
Sudbury. ON.

Parker recalls his first impression
of Bazely: “When T first met Don at
a Harmony Roundup several years

Newest
Pioneer
District Hall
of Fame
member
Donald
Bazely
(right) s
congratulated
by District
President
Larry Parker.

ago, I thought, "My goodness, what a
voice,”” Parker said. “He was teach-
ing tags to a group of men. He made
sure the new kids, which included me,
got their turn singing. It was then I
learned that this man is not only a
good barbershopper, but a great hu-
man being.”

Quartet champs
say ‘Thank you’
to supporters

SOUND CO., from page 6

champs.

port. We look forward to visiting and

possible.
Peace.
Sing-cerely,

Al Fisk

The Detroit Sound Co.
Altonfisk @aol.com
(248) 651-3796

talking about shirts for the quartet. Does

. this guy ever sleep?
Again. on behalf of The Detroit -
Sound Co., thank you for your sup- .

The Wednesd