


~INSTITUTE OF lOGOPeDICS 

... MORE THAN TALK 

A big hello to all you 
Barbershoppers and a be 1 ated l~erry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year . 

All I have on my mind as of this 
writing is that we need over 
$8,000.00 just to equal last year's 
(1984) contr ibutions. It's disap­
,pointing and frust rating wondering 
what has to be done to get this kind 
of money before t he end of the year . 
We are all going to have to start 
our contributing in January so there 
is 1 ess of a prob 1 em in December. 
Does that interest in your accounts 
amount to that much? No I can't 
believe it does, so please let's 
send in the donations sooner. 

In the few short months I've had 
this job, I see that you have to ask 
for the donations, they just don't 
happen, as Reedie Wright 
(International Chairman for 
Logopedics) said in a past letter 
entitled "Ask For the Order." I 
know that some chapters are in a 
little troub l e financially, but most 
of our chapters put on an annu a 1 
show and give pai d performances. 
The donations for Logopedics would 
start rolling in if 10% of the show 
profits and paid performances wou 1 d 
be sent in. 

At this writ.in.g, we have twelve 
chapters rece1v1ng the Bronze Award 
and two of wh i ch are c 1 ose to the 
Silver Award. Congratulations go 
out to Swan Valley with $23.74 per 
man and Port Huron with $22 .08 per 
man. Nice job guys! Especially Don 
Slamka of the Port Huron Chapter, 
who at the age of fifteen is doing a 
fantastic job. 

I would like to write in the next 
issue that 31 chapters are in line 
for the Bronze Award, this is re<1lly 
a great goa l for 1986! When you 
stop and think of it, it IS 
possible. Ten dol l ars per man isn't 
very much to give, even if it comes 
out of your own pocket (spread over 
a year's time, it is only pennies 
per week). All chapter and quartet 
contributions for Logopedics will 
appear in the next issue of the 
Troubadour along with the amounts. 

I'll be visit ing the Institute of 
Logopedics January 16th through the 
19th. 1 am really looking forward 
to seeing the great job that they 
are doing with the ki ds. 

The new year wi 11 be here when you 
read this co lumn, hopefully every 
chapter wi ll have a Logopedics 
Chairman. At this writing, there 
are six (6) who do not. Presidents, 
please fill these positions t o make 
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us 100%. As a team we can make it 
happen! TROUBADOR llEADUNES 

A touching piece of information is 
the number of members and friends 
who have been memorialized in 1985. 
The list includes Arnie Staffen, 
Gl ori a Bichler, and R. Ronald 
Breidinger. 

Info to Editor by 

Does anyone have any connections for 
a gif t "donated" from the Distri ct 
to the International Convention 
Logopedics' Raffle in Salt Lake 
City? The next few months will go 
by fast , that's why I am asking now. 

Again, I wou l d like to thank all of 
those who contributed to Logopedics 
in 1985. Let's make 1986 a lot 
better. TOGETHER IT WILL HAPPEN ! 

George VanDeVelde 
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You know, 1 have been a me-:nber of 
the Society for almost 26 years, and 
when I think back as to ~nat was the 
Mast enjoyable part of my Barbershop 
experience, I can only say that it 
was tne •fellowship" that I cnco~n­
tered over all those years. 

lt made me really the true Barber­
shopper I am today! Sure, singing 
was the catalyst that brought it all 
together, but, I have found that the 
majority of Barbershoppers are 
outgoing people who enjoy not only a 
good time with comraderie and 
singing, but also are the greatest 
in engaging in conversations, jokes, 
etc. (and trivia!). It's truly an 
experience you won't soon forget . 
Yet, this is the type of scenario 
that lends itself to a great 
District! 

I think this was very well 
demonstrated dramatically at our 
December C.O.T.S . school. We had it 
all, and more! For the 103 members 
of our Distri ct who attended the 
school, I'm sure they came away with 
the feeling of exultation and 
"pride". We're proud of the Pioneer 
District, and well we should be! It 
has the greatest f ellowship going, 
and a history that accentuates our 
name! 

1gs6 bodes to be a challenging year 
for us ! We've got a big job to do 
in rebuilding the District, but 
judging from our reaction at 
C. O.T.S., we are going to do it! 
Our goals are going to be met, espe­
cially in the area of membership, 
logopedics, and competitive (yet 
friendly} competition, as ~11 as 
better progranmi ng and p 1 ann in~ at 
the Chapter level . Singing for 
enjoyment, for all of our members, 
is the goal! I know you will 'llalce 
it happen, because that's the kind 
of guys yoo are! 

i "eel that our District officers 
this year are the strongest we' ye 
had in a long time. They are 'lOt 
only leaders, but they have 
exoressed an extreme desire to help 
all of our Chapters wherever they 
are needed! Please don't hesit!te 

to call on them if you need any 
help. That's what they are there 
for! 

Our District is going to the top! 
can feel it! I'm asking you as a 
Chapter member to become as involved 
in your Chapter activities as much 
as you can, because in the long run, 
it's "you", the Chapter member , who 
will ultimately Make our District 
grow, or die . Are you willing to 
help? I'm sure you will . 

Sing-cerely, 

Bob 

Here we are in a new year, and your 
editor feels obligated to start it 
with an apology. I lcnew that I was 
in for it when I paid a wrecker 
driver $200.00 to tal(e me back home 
from C.O. T. S. Would you believe that 
your' s t ruly lost reverse gear in his 
transmission going forward a little 
north of Fenton on the freeway? 'Tis 
sad, but very true. 

It is so difficult to be creative, or 
to be able to put information on the 
screen vi a the keyboard when you are 
suffering with strep throat, flu, and 
other maladies associated with 
winter. I am asl(ing all the faithful 
to trust that the next edit ion wi 11 
be going out on time , so please get 
your copy in on time. I would defi­
nitely l i ke to make an effort in 
do i ng what I had origina lly set out 
to do . 

AN OVERSIGHT? 

I was a little distressed to find out 
that Arnie Staffen had died after a 
long association with the Soc iety. 
It was an honor to sing with him, 
share rides to sing-outs and rehear­
sals with him, etc ., while being a 
part of the Great lal<es Chor us in 
Grand Rapids. The first I heard was 
reading over the copy submitted by 
our ne"' Logopedics Cllairman . This 
man contributed quite a lot over the 
years to the good o: our hobby. I 
will mourn his passing even though l 
know not when he died! 

1\t C.O .T. S. in December was 
informed that another avid 
Bar~ershopper by the n~e of Bob Rehe 
had died a +ew weeks previously. For 
those of you .dlo did not have the 
pleasure, this ~n .. as a true sparlc 
plug. He ser~ed on the District 
?ublic Relations Committee and also 
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as his Chapter ' s P.R. man (Oakland 
County) . When I had the honor of 
being chairman of the District com­
mittee, I had often found it 
necessary to try to s l ow the man down 
a little. This editor, along with 
many, has lost another friend . 

Whether it be an oversight, or evi ­
dence of the ever- present lack of 
conmunication that exists throughout 
our Society and our District, please 
submit names and narratives to your 
District editor for JJublication when 
you and your Chapter experience a 
loss. let us rejoice w~en we are 
able to bring in a new member into 
the happy throng , but let us not 
forget those who gave so ~uch of 
themselves so we have something to 
preser.e . 

SOMETHING NEW 

Starting ~ith this issae, Glenn Van 
Tassell of CEN- ER STAGE, will be a 
regular contributor to our District 
publication. His colur.~, en•itled 
•QUARTET PERSPECTIVE•, will be a 
welcOI'le addition . It sure is 
encouraging when active 
Barhershoppers express a desire to 
share their knowledge for the good of 
the District. 

Also appearing in t his edition will 
be the second arti cle by larry King . 
This will be his last contri buti on, 
as he will be stepping down from his 
post as DACJC. As Chairman of t he 
Judges, he was able to provide some 
explanation as to what the contest 
judges are looking for when they sit 
in front of competi ng choruses and 
quartets . 

As this area always raises many a 
question, and has a genuine mystique, 
it would be apprec i ated if someone 
knowledgeable could pick up the torch 
and carry on. Information as to what 
the Stage Presence, Arrangement 
Judges, etc . are l ooking for would be 
a help for every single quartet and 
chorus 7lel!lber competing on that 
stage . We can only ~ope that someone 
within our District would be wi 11 ing to 
help. 

Bass-ically, 
Bi 11 T. 



THE BEST lN YOU 

Give to the wor 1 d-each day you live 
One treasure only you can give! 
In everything you say or do, 
Give to the wor 1 d the best of you. 
The greatest treasure that you own 
Is valueless to you alone. 
Yet - freely given - you wi 11 find 
That it enriches all mankind. 
Scatter-each day you 1 i ve-the seeds 
Of love and service the world needs, 
And in the measure that you sow -
In just that measure you wi 11 grow. 
There fs no greater gift you can 
Bestow upon your fellow man 
lhan tnis; In all you say or do 
You give to him the best in YOU. 

Anonymous 

(I would lilce to offer this to the 
li'ling in loving memory of our 
friends who died during 1985. Let 
it provide us all with the direction 
we often seek in our daily lives.) 

J tl 
If.~ .o~~ 

.1) th• p i\C.~ 

LISTEN'· 

COMPETITION 
All IN HOW YOU LOOK AT IT 

by Larry King 

A cOflJJ1ent that I have heard often 
over the years is that our Society 
is "too competition oriented" or 
"puts too much emphasis on 
competition." The inference is that 
we should somehow reduce the number 
of contests, but I believe for two 
reasons that the vast majority of 
our members want competition. 

First, one objective of the Society 
is to help its members to bteome 
better singers. It does this in two 
principal ~ays, through Harmony 
College, HEP schools, seminars, etc. 
and through competition and the ana­
lysis and recommendation sessions . 
Although the schoo 1 s are open to all 
members, only a few take advantage 
of these opportunities. The 
::1ajor i ty of the members improve 
through competition. 

Toastmasters International just to 
speak publicly. One can do that on 
a soapbox in the village square. 
One joins Toastmasters International 
to become a better speaker. 

Anyone who has been in our Society 
for any time !tnows that four guys in 
the corner or thirty- four guys in 
the center or the room do not 
necessarily make the sound they wish 
to nake, the real ringing chords 
that we love to hear, without 
II'Or(ing at h. Comoetit ion, and the 
rehearsing for it, coupled with the 
A & R sessions (sessions given by 
contest judges following com­
petitions so that participants are 
able to know :.heir strong and weal: 
points and why they received the 
scores they did ... Ed.), makes us 
better singers, not just for com­
oetition, but for our shows and, 
rost important, for our own personal 
satisfaction. 

Second, ..-e were raised and live in a 
competiti~e environment. Whether it 
is a hot pants contest, a school 
spelling bee or a pickled beet con­
test at the State Fair, we thrive on 
competition. In school, business or 
hobbies , coc:uetition is always with 
us . l~ the International and 
Oistrict Boards decreed that on and 
after January 1, 1986 there would be 
no contests of any type permitted, 
what would happen? After a couple 
of years fif that long), somebody at 
arosse Pointe would say. "Why don't 
tiC invite some Oakland County mem­
bers to our next meeting and have an 
i nforma 1 quartet contest?" Soon 
another chapter ~~uld want to get 
i nvo 1 ved and soon contests wou 1 d 
again become commonplace. 

Once we were back in the competition 
mood we would strive for uniformity 
in f ormat and in judging. To do 
otherwi se in respect to judging 
wou l d r educe judging and the authen­
ticity of competition to the 
ludicrous level of "Oance Fever" . 

The problem is not the emphasis on 
competition, but rather the 
overemphasis that some people put on 
winning and viewing winning as the 
only reason to compete. In the 
twenty years that I have been in the 
Society I have competed in a great 
number of contests. In some, my 
chorus was the winner and it was a 
terrific feeling. In rnost instan­
ces, we did not win. But, I enjoyed 
c0"1J)eting just as much, and we came 
a\llay fro.:~ the cor..petit ion as better 

Oh y:!s, ! can hear the douhters singers, as a group and as indivi-
saying, •the fact that so few attend duals . ~at's What it is all about! 
the schools is proof that tile 
mojocity ace Just iotemte' io a . !:' •·. 
singing and having fun.• I do not ., . ·· --~m if!· .. 11 
buy that either. Uo one joins a IS Tfl SIIUI A 
camera club to improve techniques ~ vr:o'"'' r3UARTET 1 
to 1 earn new ones, to become f am1- ~ • 
liar with new equipment, to become a ! 
better photographer. No one joins 
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A WORD ABOUT THE SPRING CONVENTION 
APRIL 25 - 27 

THE PLACE: Saginaw Civic Center, 
Heritage Theater, across 
from the Florentine Inn . 

HEADQUA.IHERS: Florentine Inn, 
400 Johnson St. 
Downtown Saginaw 
(just off r -675) 

Your chorus or quartet never sounded 
or looked so good as they will at the 
Sprfng Convention. The City of 
Saginaw just spent SSO,OOO.OO 
installing a complete new •state of 
the Arts• lighting and sound system 
in the Heritage Theater. Give your 
chorus or quartet the pleasure of 
singing on a stage used by oany top 
na:ne oerfo1""'1ers. 

The hote 1 s used for headquarters and 
housing are of the finest quality. 
The Florentine Inn (headquarters) is 
just across the street from the 
theater. The Sheriton Hotel and the 
Knight's !nn are within ten ::1inutes 
of the theater. Plenty of good off­
stree: parking is available. A 
shopping tour of Saginaw is being 
planned for the ladies on Friday 
afternoon. 

The s~an Valley Chapter is incor­
porating an advertising section in 
the printed program and several chap­
ters have shown an interest in 
placing an ad with us. The rates for 
ads are $75.00 for a full page, 
S40. 00 ha 1f page, S20. 00 quarter 
page, and S2.00 for one line name as 
a patron. Anyone interested, just 
send a 1 ayout of the ad you wou 1 d 
like, the size you have selected {the 
pages are 5 1/2" x 8 1/2"), along 
with a check to Swan Va 11 ey Chapter 
{in care of Earl E. Granda; 2929 
HeiTITleter Rd . ; Saginaw, MI 48603) . 
DEADLINE FOR ADS I S MARCH 15, 1986. 

They hope to add a special attraction 
on Thursday even i ng (April 24th) for 
all who want to attend. We are 
planning a progressice dinner in •oLD 
SAGINAW TOWN". This will give those 
who have to trave 1 some distance a 
chance to arrive the night before the 
convention, and be able to take their 
time on Friday morning and still make 
the Board I'IE!et i ng without the usua 1 
rush ,and con~usion . 

Fast food and luxury dining is 
nearby. A supply of area maps and a 
list of churches will be avail able at 
the registration desk . 

A convention registration and hotel 
registration form is included in this 
issue of the TROUBADOUR . Hotel 
reservations must be made by the 25th 
of March. After that, reservations 
will be held on a first c01:1e, first 
served basis . 



PIONEER DISTRICT 
S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A. , INC. 

HI:'IUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MEETING 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1985 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeti ng, held at the Sheraton 
Inn Hotel, Kal amazoo, Mich i gan was 
called to order by President 
McDerroott at 1:16 p.m. with the 
singing of "The Old Songs• directed 
by Jim Stephens. 

ATIEHDANCE: 

All Board members were present with 
the collowing guests in attendance: 
Byron Davis, Rober t Dixon, George 
Oyer, Emil Franz, John Gillespie, 
Dave Knapp , Dean Moore , Bi l l 
Pascher, Russ Seely, Art Schulze, 
Bill Tobias , George VanDeVelde, and 
Bill Warner . 

MINUTES: 

The ~tion was "'ade by 
Past-President Gougeon and Sei:onded 
by DVP Jones to accept the ITTinutes 
as oublished in the TROUBAOOUR as 
amended in the Consent Calendar 
packet . The motion was approved 
unan imously . 

TREASURER ' S REPORT: 

Treasurer Schneider submitted his 
report dated September 30, 1985 
showing a balance in the General 
Fund of Sll ,641.51 and a balance in 
the Travel Fund of $4,421 .84. 

It «as requested that the properties 
listed on the Treasurer's Renort 
should continue to be listed but 
with no value . A memo indicating 
the locat ion of t he asset should be 
added . 

CONSENT CALENDAR: 

A motion was made by IBM Jones and 
seconded by DVP Yahrmatter to accept 
the Consent Calendar as presented 
with the exception of EVP Berry's 
report. .,.he motion was unani"''usly 
approved. 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

LOGOPEDICS SHOW - l ogopedics Show 
President McDermott indicated that 
he had received a 1 etter from DVP 
Bazely indicating that the logo­
pedics Show at Cheboygan was a suc­
cess and is being scheduled for next 
year ( 1986) . 

IN.,.ERNATIONAL Fl ELD REPRESENT A !IE -A 
letter was received indicating Tom 
Gentry has a tr ip pl anned to Pioneer 
scheduled for November 11 at Oakland 
County, November 12 at Ho 11 and, 
November 13 at Swan Vall ey, November 
14 at Alpena and November 16 at 

Sault Ste. Marie for the school. 

DISTRICT ASSOClhE CONTEST AND 
JUDGING CHAI~~-Ihe letter was 
received from ~er 3uc~ner, indicating 
that we must appoint a District 
Associate Contest and Judging 
Chairman for a two year term 
begi nni ng with January 1, 1986 . John 
Gi llespi e wi ll accept that pos it ion . 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

PERMANENT CONVENTION SITE CONt~ITIEE ­
Russ Seely reported on convention 
sites indicating a total of five pro­
posals have been recehted with the 
Battle Creek and Saginaw proposals 
receiving the r-.ost serious con­
siderations at this time. Proposals 
were also received from Grand Rapids, 
lansi ng and Novi . The t~idland site 
had been reviewed even though it was 
not submitted and was deemed 
impracti ca 1. 

The committee will have final appro­
val of any site se 1 ected and will 
~et immediately Foll~~ing this 
meeting to enable them to present the 
cutoff date for acceptance of new 
bids at the House of Delegates meting 
in the morning. 

SENIOR QUARTET CONTEST TROPHY - Russ 
Seely announced that the Grosse 
Pointe Chapter wi ll be providing the 
trave 1 i ng trophy to be used in the 
Sen ior Quartet Contest at the 
Mid-Winter Convention and is doing so 
as a memorial for Mark Roberts . 

CHAPTER ACHIEVEM~IfT ~m HISCELLAHEOOS 
President HcOer.DOtt requested that 
all Chapters strive to file their 
activity reports , that all Chapters 
start issuing a bulletin to their 
members and attempt to get the mem­
bersh ip up in each Chapter . Bob 
Di xon wi ll distribute copies of t he 
new membersh ip program to all Board 
members and AC's promptly so that the 
subject can be discussed at the 
District Board ~eeting at C.O .T.S. 
President McDermott requested that 
all District Officers submit reports 
for each TROUB~DOU~ published. 

FUitD RAISER Sfllw - Past President 
Bill Warner presented his special 
show report on the fund raiser for 
Distri ct capital expenditures . 
Desp ite the small attendance, the 
program was prof itab le and i t was 
agreed we should proceed with anot her 
progr am during 1986 providing we can 
come up with a di+ferent date . 

LIVINGSTON COONTY iREASURY FUNDS - A 
motion was made indicating that the 
funds received from the livingston 
County Treasury be deposited in the 
General Fund to defray the cost of 
Capital expenditures for the Word 
Procesing Equipment by Past Presi dent 
Gougeon seconded by DVP Hunt ley and 
was approved unanimously by the 
Board. 
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tlfll BUSINESS: 

C.O .:.s. - We have an excellent staff 
instructing C.O. T .S. and we want to 
encour:1ge participation. Special 
efforts should be made to I! ave a 11 
area counselors attend c.o.~ . s . as we 
do plan on concentrating on coun­
seling chapters . 

D.M. E. Stephens wi l l conduct Music 
Team Class as opposed to a Directors' 
Class . It has been determined that 
an article should be written by 
O.~ . E . Stephens publicizing this fact 
in the TROUBADOUR . Mention should 
also be made of the Public qelations 
:lass to be taught by John ¥u'~in, in 
the TROOBAOOUR. 

INTER~ATIONAL CORRESPONDE~CE A 
letter was received from the 
International Music Department indi­
cating that t--1el Kni ght was hired to 
replace Bob Mucha on the Internation­
al l~usic Team. 

A letter was received from Frank 
Santarelli at International indi­
cating that the new 1 aoel oin could 
be cade available at Interna~ional 

:or S3.?0. At this point, ~are not 
interested in acquiring a SJoply of 
the pins. 

SHOW CLEARANCE A request •,o~as 
received from Bat t l e Creek who would 
like to stage a show March 21 , 1987 
which has been established tenative­
ly as a date for the District Quartet 
and Coaching Cl i nic. After con­
siderable disc:.~ssion, it was deter­
mined that authorization to 3attle 
Creek should ~e granted and our 
school ~ved to the month of February 
to enable quartets att~nding the 
school more time to apply the infor­
mation received prior to the 
International Pre l iminary Quartet 
Contest . 

SENIOR MEt~BER RECOGNITION Bi 11 
Pascher presented a proposal that a 
Study Coornittee be appointed by the 
District President and charged "'ith 
tne responsibility of est~blisning a 
criteria ;or the formation of a 
syster'l to manage a spec i a 1 ;)i oreer 
District recognition to those 7~~bers 
who have achieved the upper level of 
years of membership. 

The Committee woul d establish guide­
lines for such items as : 1) the exact 
number of years of registration 
required for qualification; 2) the 
desi gl'l of the award inc 1 udi ng name 
and orocurement costs; 3) the manner 
in «<'''ch awards would be gi 1en and 
the ;requency thereof; 4' the system 
ard ~anagerent required to eff2etuate 
this award. 

The Committee is required to submit a 
final report at least ten days prior 
to the next Distri ct Board meeting 
for approval . 

(continued next page) 



Board of Directors Minutes-continued 

The call for making the initial 
awards presentation shall t>e no 
longer than 12 months from this 
date . 

A motion by DVP Yahrmatter, sup­
ported by Past President Gougeon to 
have a study committee make a recom­
mendation on the proposa 1 submitted 
by ~ Pascher. The motion ~as 
approved unanimously. 

LOGOPEDICS SHOW - DVP Bazely indi­
cated that the Cheboygan Logopedics 
Show was again scheduled and will be 
he 1 d September 27, 1986. the pro­
ceeds of the 1985 show of ap~rol(ima­
tely S270.00 ~ill be distributed to 
the individual sponsorin9 chapters 
and dona~ed in their name to the 
Institute of Logopedics. 

ADJOURNMENT - Past President Gougeon 
made a rot ion that we adjourn sup­
portea by OVP Yahrmatter at 2:56. 
OME S:ephens directed the Board in 
singing •Keep the Whole World 
Sinqinq• to close the meeting. 

ResPeel~ll'C 
hna~ 

t-·9 Secretary 
Pioneer District 

lllUSE OF DELEGATES MEt-ING 
MINUTES 
16/19/85 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting, held at the Sheraton 
Inn, Kalamazoo, Michigan, was called 
to order t>y President McDennott at 
9:07 a.'!l. with the singing of "The 
Old Songs" directed by OME Stephens . 

The invocation was given by Bi l l 
Warner. 

ATTENDANCE 

There were 57 District officers, 
area counselors and chapter dele'ja­
tes in attendance representing 76% 
of the eligible delegates. 

MINUTES 

A motion was made by Nick Catahne, 
seconded by Jem Duffin reconnend i ng 
approval of the minutes as presented 
for the last House ~f Delegates 
meeting held April 27, 1985 ~ich 
were distributed with the Consent 
Calendar materials . The motion was 
unanimously approved. 

TREAS:.JRER' S ~EPORT 

The :-reas .. u·er' s report 'iBS pre­
senting indicating a balance as of 
September 30, 1985 in the Genera 1 
Fund of $11,641.51 and $4,421.84 in 
the International Convention Travel 
Fund. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

Motion was made by Past President 
',.jarner, seconded by Nels Gregerson 
reconmending approval of the Consent 
Calendar with the exception of EVP 
Berry's report on the permanent con­
vention site which was to be pre­
sented separately. The motion 
carried unanimously. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

LAPEL PIN - A letter was received 
from Frank Santarelli at 
International indicating that a new 
District lapel pin may be available 
at International for S3.70 each. 

HHERNATIONAI.. FIELD ~EPRESEifTATIVE -
A letter .as received indicating that 
Tom Gentry will visit the District 
appearing at Oakland County on 
November 11, Holland on November 12, 
Swan V a 11 ey on ;lovec~ber 13 and A 1 pen a 
on November 14. On Nove::~ber 16 he 
··ill appear at a school at Sault Ste. 
''4arie. 

RESIGNATIQr\ - Jack ieubert' s letter 
of resignation was read and PresidPnt 
McDennott indicated that Jack 
Schneider '"as appointed Acting 
District Secretary for the balance of 
1985. 

~E'.4 FIELD REPRESEtmTIVE - A letter 
from Joe Liles at International indi­
cates that Mel Knight will be filling 
the position of Bob Mucha who 
resigned. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

Bill Warner presented a report on the 
District show that was held at the 
Macomb Center for the Performing Arts 
which realized a profit of $1,056. 

Bill indicated that the timing was 
bad for the show as it was hel d in 
July. It was determined that we 
should continue to hold it, pre­
ferably at another time, in the 
Detroit area as approl(imately 50% of 
the District members are from that 
area. Previous attempts to hold this 
type of event outside of the Detroit 
area have failed . 

DISTRICT ACHIEVEMENT President 
McDermott asked that each Chapter 
prepare bulletins on a monthly basis 
and that each one be submit ted to 
each of the District officers. He 
also indicated that membership, which 
has a large effect on District 
achievement, should be increased. 

PERM.a.NENT CONVENT!OII SITE - Russ 
Seely reported that ~ids had been 
received froo Battle Creek, Grand 
Rapids, Lansing. Novi and Saginaw and 
the c~ittee also investigated 
Midland. It appears at this time, 
Battle Creek and Saginaw are the 
prime candidates with further study 
to be done. 
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The conmittee will make a physical 
check of the Saginaw site as they 
already know the Battle Creek site. 

A deadline of November 30th has been 
established for receipt of any addi­
t i ona 1 propos a 1 s with Muskegon 
expected to submit a proposal in the 
near future. 

The convention c~ittee has been 
granted the power to make the 3 to 5 
year corrnitMent. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

COTS SCHOOL Participation was 
encouraged for C.O.T.S. as an 
excellent faculty has been acquired . 

Special cention was ~ade of the Music 
Tea:!! Class to be held at C.O.I.S. It 
will not be a director's class. 

President McDermott indicated that he 
wanted to be certain that all Public 
Relations Officers be in attendance 
at C.O. T .s. He also asked for nomi­
nations of any worth) indivicl.lal in 
~he Distict Who should be recornoended 
for the Public Relations Officer of 
the Year Award . Bob indicated that 
he asked John Mulldn to teach the 
Public Relations Officers Class at 
C.O. T. S. and wanted a team 
established to publicize all District 
events to enable us to have better 
attendance. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Nick Catalane made a motion that the 
nominations be accepted as presented 
as no additional nominations were 
received and that the nominees be 
voted in by acclamation. Nels 
Gregerson seconded the motion. It 
was approved unanimously. 

The new officers are President Robert 
T. McDermott, Executive 
Vice-President Earl Berry, Secretary 
Jack Schneider, Treasurer Fran Jones, 
Vice-President Division I Clay Jones, 
Vice-President Division II Bob 
Huntley, Vice-President Division III 
Mike O'Donnell, Vice-President 
Division IV Don Bazely, 
Vice-President Division v 
Yahrmatter, Director of 
Education Jim Stephens 
I nternat ion a 1 Board Member 
Gougeon. 

AWARDS 

Ron 
Music 

and 
Jim 

Bu 11 et in Editor Awards from 
International were presented to Bill 
Pascher and Bob Biallis. 

INTERNATION~ BO.~D MEMBER - Jim 
~arner, International 
Vice-President/Treasurer, addressed 
the meeting as a representative of 
International President Gilbert L. 
Lefholz. 

(continued next page) 



MINUTES OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
(continued) 

Vice-President Warner discussed the 
financial position of the 
lnternat ion a 1, expressed concer n over 
the membership decline and indicated 
that they were going to establish a 
zero-based budget with the first 
program to be C.O . T.S. It will be 
expanded to other areas in the 
future. 

He indicated that attendance was down 
at the presentations prepared by the 
International Field Representatives 
which is a concern. 

"John T. Gi 11 espi e, who served as 
International President i n 1984, was 
appointed to serve as Irrrned i ate 
Past-President for the remainder of 
the year. 

"Memorial services were held at 
Aldersgate r1ethodist Church in 
Wilmington, Oeleware at 11:00 a.m. on 
February 1. Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Institute of 
logopedics, c/o Harmony Foundation, 
6315 - 3rd Avenue, Kenosha, Wisconsin 
53140-5199. 

"Expressions of sympathy may be 
mailed to Joan Parlt, P.O. Bolt 1621, 
Mendenhall, PA 19357 . • 

He also encouraged improved meetings r---- ---- --------., 
'lfith planning to retain and expand Barbenhop Harmony 
membership and attendance at c.o.-.s. ~ ~~ for thoring 

~~.~ \~,~_I/ with others--OTHER HATTERS: -.: - ~ 
( .,., ;id Don' t be selfis.h! 
\.:a ••• 

FiaO REPRESENTATIVES' REPOR- - Port -~.:.~ Spre.ad It around! 
Huron Chapter expressed concern over '---'---------------...1 
the report filed by Burt Szabo 
regarding the Port Huron meeting 
location and meeting format. It was 
suggested that Port Huron write Hugh 
I ngraharn and Joe L i 1 es . 

RECOG~I TION AND ENCOURAGEMENT - OVP 
Yahrmatter mentioned the Grosse 
Pointe donation of the Traveling 
Trophy for the Senior Quartet 
Contest for the Mid-Winter 
Convention and the proposed award 
for 30 or more years of service as 
proposed by Bill Pascher as items of 
encouragement. 

ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made and supported to 
adjourn the meeting at 10:57 a.m. 

The meeting was closed with the 
singing of "Keep The Whole World 
Singing". 

Respectfully submitted, 

~~ 
Secretary Pioneer District 

TliE SOCim SUFFERS A GREAT LOSS 

International Executive Director 
Hugh A. Ingraham has notifieo us 
that Internationa l President Bill 
Park passed away on Wednesday, 
January 22nd, 1986. He had brain 
surgery last October and was in 
recuperative therapy . 

To quote directly fr0111 his 
correspondence, dated January 23, 
1986: 
•Jn accordance with section 6.05(a) 
of the International By-laws, the 
Executive Committee has appointed 
l~ediate Past President Gil ~efholz 
to ser-"e as International President 
for the remainder of 1986.• 

DISTRICT QUARTET HEWS 

According to International, the 
Pioneer District is extremely proud 
to have the following new quartets: 

NAME 

TOP BILLING 

BROOKLYN SIDE 

CONTACT MAN 

James R. Lake 
659 Joining Rd 
St . Joseph , 1~1 

49085 
(616) 429-8996 

William C. Edmunds 
2472 Oakview SW 
Wyoming, M! 49509 

ENTERTAINMENT EXPRESS 
John R. 'lleari ng 
3060 S. Telegraph 
Bloomfield Hills, 

MT 48013 

POINTERS OF NOTE Ster ling Berry 
898 Lakeland Ct . 
Grosse Pte ., MI 

48230 

THE SONGSPINNERS Malcolm Graham 
2690 W. Mi chigan 
Battle Creek , MI 

49017 
Home: 616-964-4741 
Bus .: 616-968-2271 

CROSSTOWNERS Wi llard l. Stuber 
4975 locust 
Saginaw, MI 48604 
Home: 517-799-4374 
Bus.: 517 752-4181 

MUSIC C!Jot'1ITIEE Dale A. Leighty 
1069 Thomas 
Benton Harbor , tU 

49022 

THE FAMILY FORUM John E. Sl amlca 
23103 Socia 
St. Clair Shores, 

MI 48082 
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GO 4 IT Joe 1 G. Mills' 
2972 Wausaukee NE 
Grand Rapids, Ml 

49505 
Home: 616 -363- 3242 

THE lUMBERTOWN CHORDSMEN 
Herbert R. Radala 
757 22 Mile Road 
Grant, ~I 49327 
Home : 616-BJd-7543 

GENTlEMEH' S QUARTERLY 
Ken Rysenga 
3920 lo;inding Way 
Kalamazoo, Ml 

<19007 
Home: 616-382- 3482 

Please update your District direc­
tories to reflect the following 
changes of contact people: 

THE IVY lEAGUE Brian G. Philbin 
109 Elm St . 
Ypsilanti, ~1 48197 
Home: 313-633-2990 

HA,qMO~tY RENDEZVOUS 
Jeffrey _. Gougeon 
3841 Harper 
Mt. Clemens, Ml 

48043 

The following quartets are unrenewed: 

TAKE NOTE 

OL' Tli~E HARMONY 

HARMONY ROADSHOW 

PENSION-AIRES 

THE QUARTET PERSPECTIVE 
by Glenn E. VanTassell 

5876 Mohawk 
Ypsilanti, MI 48197 

By the time we go to press, the 
Christmas and the New Years' Hol i days 
will be behind us and the attention 
of our quartets wi l l be directed 
toward the up-coming Chapter shows 
and contest preparation for those who 
wish to take a run at qualifying for 
the •siG ONE" at Salt Lalce City in 
Joly. It is a busy and challenging 
time and yet a cloud of concern hangs 
over our hobby . Our number of 
declared, active members is 
declining. Something needs to be 
done! 

There are several plans ~or ~­
bership expansion and retention --­
Good Ones! "Auditions For 
Ad:'lissions• and "Young "len In 
Han'IOny• are great ~o.. certain 
situations and effective when enthu­
siastically applied. What ~oll~ is 

(continued next page) 



THE QUARTET PERSPECTIVE (continued) 

an alternative plan outline designed 
to approac~ the proble'TI in another 
way. It could be very ef~ective, l 
thinll:, for those chapters oroperly 
situated to make full ~se of it . 

A chapter or group of chapters in 
Detroit or Ann Arbor, or Kala11azoo 
or Grand Rapids, might make contact 
with the mens' glee clubs of nearby 
colleges and universities, offering 
to co- produce an annua 1 show with 
them . Our chapters have devel oped 
some ski ll s in show production and 
could offer exposure to an expanded 
audience for the gl ee clubs . But, 
guess what? Their families and 
friends just might give our chapters 
a new auoi~ce, just as our typical 
audience .rould offer new exposure 
for ther"". 

It could be that the 'tarious glee 
clubs na~e a need for funds for tra­
vel and for support of their activi­
ties. Such funds would be generated 
and could be shared equally wit~ 
sponsoring chapters. Occasional 
joint rehearsals and sharing of phi ­
losophies wou l d result in new 
friendships and a new understanding 
of what we are about . For the long 
run, think of al l of those poten­
tial converts to Barbershop music 
who might otherwise never have <nown 
about us. 

One ~re thought: ~ouldn't you just 
oet that s;ch coordination ~ith the 
educational community would merit 
considera)le coverage in the med;a 
if He jus~ ~ake good use of the 
opport<.~nity through our own ?ub 1 i c 
Relations efforts. And, think of 
this, I've not checlced witn any 
other quartet people on this, but 
I'll bet that most quartets would be 
happy to pitch in and take part in 
such a program. TRY IT! 

(Any comments, pro or con, would be 
•~~elcome. Please forward them to 
Glenn at the address listed at the 
beginning of his column ... Ed . ) 

HAVE Y[\J [\JC UP A 
H£1 mEmBER LATtLY7 

NEWS FROM AROI JND 

THE DISTRICT 

BOYNE CITY CHAPTER 

AITENTIOII: 
ALL NOVICE QUARTETS 

COME ON UP FOR BUSH LEAGUE! 

Do you bel ong to a new quartet wh i ch 
shows lots of promise but is short on 
experience? Would you like to get a 
taste of real competition but aren't 
ready to plunge into District com­
petitions? Well. there is an annual 
event right here - in the Pioneer Dis­
trict which is tailor-~ade for novice 
quartets 1 ike yours. You have pro­
bably heard o;: it. It is none other 
than the Boyne City Bush league 
Contest and Show. 

The Boyne City Chapter of 
S. P.E. B. S.Q. S.A. proudly announces 
its 41st Annual Bush League Contest 
and Show at the Boyne City High 
Schoo 1 on Saturday, May 3rd , 1ga6 . 
The Quartet Contest will start at 
2:00 p. m. and the big variety show 
will start at 8:00 p.m. 

This contest was started dl years ago 
to give Novice Quartets a chance to 
compete in a regular <::ontest, with 
experienced judges, against other 
quartets of like cali3er. Any quar­
tet is eligible to enter provided it 
has never olaced in the top three in 
District competition and provided it 
has never heen in International com­
petition. The rules for the contest 
are the same as the rules for regular 
International competition, with one 
excepti on - - - there is no penalty 
for not being in costume, so that no 
quartet is penalized for lack of t i me 
or money to obtain costumes. 

Bush league gives new quartets a 
golden opportunity to get valuable 
experience under competitive con­
ditions. Qualified judges hold a 
clinic immediately a~r the contest 
to give the nov ice quartets an 
evaluation of their ;>erfor11ances and 
to tell them how to improve. This 
could be a valuable experience to the 
Nov ice Quartets . ~~any of our past 
District District Champions won their 
first contest in the Boyne City Bush 
league . One Bush League Champion 
Quar t et went on to become 
Internati onal Champi ons. 

There i s no entry fee for quartets. 
Deadline for entry is /~ay 3rd, the 
day of the contest. ~11 you have to 
do is to send the na~ of your quar­
tet, the names of your members, the 
name and address of the contact man, 
to this year's Bush league Chairman, 
J.O . Crawford; ~eanderline Rd.; 
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Charlevoix, MI 49720. If you want 
your quartet to appear in the printed 
show program, then you should enter 
by April 15th. 

ne new 1986 Bush league Chatr.ps and 
Lhe Runner- Ups will appear on the 
Saturday night show. Th1 s year the 
featured quartet at our show will be 
~hose four youthful Barbershoppers 
fron the Pioneer, THE IVY LEAGUE . 
This talented group won the Bush 
League in 1984, and we invited them 
to be our featu red quar tet last year 
and invited t hem again because they 
were such a big hit! 

Whether or not you compete in the 
Quartet Contest , come on up to Boyne 
City on May 3rd. It is a fun- filled 
weekend of Barbershopping, and it is 
a lov~ly time of the year here in the 
~orth Country. 

Edgar H. Lotspeich, President 

* * * * * * 
MUSKEGON CHAPTER 

The Muskegon Chapt er had a fun night 
recently that inc l uded 11 guests . 
Our Chapter quartets -- THE LUMBERTOWN 
CHORDSMEN and THE TRI - CITIES FOUR-­
entertained us, as did the WESTSIDE 
STORY quartet (Grand Rapids and 
Muskegon). We were particularly 
delighted by the visit of THE MUSIC 
C~MITIEE who came all the way from 
Benton Harbor to share their special 
harmonies with us. Then, ca:•1e the 
Christmas programs--a bene~it perfor­
mance for the Elks and a program at 
the '1uskegon '4all. In between, 
somewhere, six of our members 
attended C.O .T. S. 

Our installation of officers was held 
during our Annual Christmas Season 
Party . DAVE ABBGY replaced RICK 
BAUGHMAN on our new Soard, and other 
officers were announced in the 1 ast 
TROUBADOUR (I'm sure you memorized 
them!) . The dinner was followed by 
quartet, chorus and audience singing 
and woodshedding . 

There has been an ongoing discussion 
during the past year that 
woodshedding, in its original ~orm, 
is no longer part of our Barbershop 
craft. The important words are 'in 
its original form. • I know Barber­
shoppers Who think teaching three 
other guys the tag to "My Dream is 
O'er" is woodsheddi ng. 

In the begi nn ing of our Society, a 
quartet would t ak e a melody, there 
were no written arrangements, and 
experiment with harmonies that could 
be used. That was woodshedding it 
its original form. We've seen and 
heard this done at Harmony Education 
Programs, C.O.T . S. , Chapter visita­
tions, and the l~uskegon Chapter has 
done .. his at Fun Nites. 

(continued next page) 



NEWS FROM AROUND THE DISTRICT OAKLAND COUNTY NEWS OCC still does not have a director, 
but DON MCDANIEL, MARV WILSON, and 
G.B. lroRK have been doing a good job 
or-keepTOg the chorus going. We had 
four Christmas sing- outs during 
December at the Arnold Home, the 
Providence Hospital, and the two 
Beaumont Hospitals. we had twenty­
five to forty members singing on 
each occasion. 

(continued) 

There do not appear to be to many 
foursomes standing around trying to 
"harmonize• to a given m~lody. Most 
random quartet singing revolves 
around how many Barber Po 1 ec at or 
standard Society arrangements one 
knows. As editor of our Chaoter' s 
Port City Beacon, many opinions on 
this subject have crossed my desk, 
and I mention it here because it's 
an intriguing development. 
,,ostalgia prompts us to defend the 
woodsnedding tradition, but the 
truth is--well, judge for yourse1f . 

Oakland County had a great Ladies' 
Night on December 5th, with the 
HEIRLOOMS, THE MEL-0-MACS, and the 
FOUR WHEEL OR I VE providing us with 
some superl ative entertainment. The 
winner of the prestigious CHARLEY 
DELONG award (our version of the 
Bar!:>ershop!Jer of the Year Award) was 
none other than our retirinq 
President G. 3. ~K, !nd i~ was well 
deserved. 

~ new award ~his year was the HAL 
SAUER award, gi.•en to meobers ~ith 
10 or more years of service and who 
have contributed in an outstanding 
"lanner to the Chapter, the District, 
and to the Society as a whole. The 
4'irst ~inner was FRA.~ DURHAK, a 
truly deserving member wtlo1s-pre­
sently our International Logopedics 
Chai~n. Congratulations, Fran! 

We are wor<ing hard on our irnpencing 
february l.!-15, 1986 sl-ta<..,, enti~led 
"There's ·~ag;c in ll.oses and Music. • 
It should b2 a great show "'i:h the 
iVY lEAG~E, the ENT~RTAI~MENT 
EX?RESS, and the HAP \ WRY fr~ 
Oshkosh, Wiscons;n, as our quartets. 

Meanwhile, the Muskegon Chapter 
wishes all of you in the Pioneer 
District a most terrific 19B6! 

We're still 'langing in there. See 
you at Sagina~ in the Soring. 

"Webb" Scrivnor 

In the Spring a Barbershopper's fancy 
turns to Boyne Country 

and the 

Boyne City Bush League 
Show- and Quartet Contest 

Saturday, May 3. 1980 .. 
~· .. ·. 

OFFICIAL ENTRY liLAr-.'1< ~ • 
41st Annual Buah l..eque Contut · ~ 

May 3. 19!30 ~tn~ Cary, Mtchip.n ® ' . 
~NUM ______________________________ _ 

Entrydudlonc May 3, 1986 
rrquam dca41ine Ym~tM~-------------------------------

Tcnor _____ ____ _ llus ______________ _ Apnl 15, 1950 
llaritonc ___________ ___ Lad _____________ _ 

Rttum to· 
Choptu Name--:-;-------:---:-:--------------­

Nt.,... Qw..n.ua m4 tbott not tq.J'tnri W'!1h In•~ en,....~, J 0 Crawford 
Mu.nd~rhm: Rd. 
Chulevoax, M1 49720 

NO ENTRY F~E R£QUIIUO 
'-"""n~mc9ilO•m tolilOpm MA,), l9'!0 

Boyne Ctty W... 

1986 SPRI NG CONVENTION -- J•lONEER DISTRICT 
SAGINAi•1, MICHIGAN 
APRIL 25-2?, 1986 

HOSTED BY S.~AN VALLEY CHAPTER 
at 

SAG:NAW CIVIC CENTER HERITAGE THEATER 

················*********••······································ 
REGIS:RAT!O~: l!lFORMATlOJ; 

ChaptE-r ;:a;;:e: - -------------------------------------
l·:ember :;ai:le : __________________________ \'ii fe: ----------

Address: ------------------------------------------
- ------ ------------------Zip: ________ __ 
Tenor ____ ~ead ____ 3ar!tone ____ __ Bass ____ _ _ 

Chor~s a~d/or Cua_rtet Naz,e: ------------------------------
Fee er.closed $ ($:1.00 per person) . ;;t~r A~ril 10, 

fee is.,.~:.!!. 00 :rer J)erson . Re!'und o:~LY by ._Ti tten request 1:0 
Con¥en~1on Cha1rman be~ore r.oon.~pril 25. 

?•lAKE CHECKS P.!..'!A3l.E TO S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A. 

:~:L ~0 JOUG. BUTLER, ~1?00 FROST RD. 
F~~. ~ITCHIGAN 4862) 
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The 
Benton Harbor-St.Joe 

Chapter 
PRESENTS 

Bluegrass Student Union 

Saturday, April 5, 1986 

St. Joseph H1gh School 

7:30P.M 

The most exciting sound 

in Barbershop 

To hear them is to love them- to see them is to 
truly love them all the more. 

• - • Mail this Coupon with your Check - - -
to Steve Lal<e -659 Jo•nmqRoad St Joseph. M• 49085 : 

I I am enclosing payment fOf_ tickets at s6oo each. I 
t I 
• Make Checks payable to. S.P. E.BS.OS.A. I 

I I 
I ~~ I 
1 Street 1 
I City State Z•P I 

L--------------------~ 



COTS 
FOR 1986 



Next 1 
MARCH 

1 Wayne Chapter 
8 Huron Valley Chapter 
15 Battle Creek Chapter 
21 -23 QUARTET COACHING CLINIC 

E.M.U. YPSILANTI 
22 Gratiot County Chapter 

APRIL 

4 Grosse Pointe Chapter 
5 Grosse Pointe Chapter 
5 Port Huron Chapter 
5 Benton Harbor-St.Joseph Chapter 
12 Kalamazoo Chapter 
12 Windsor Chapter 
12 Coldwater Chapter 
13 Pontiac 
19 Grand Rapids Chapter 
25-27 SPRING CONVENTION- SAGINAW 

MAY 

3 Boyne City Chapter 
(Bush League) 

24 Alpena Chapter 
31 Muskegon Chapter 

JUNE 

14 Traverse City Chapter 

OCTOBER 

17-19 FALL CONVENTION-FLINT 

NOVEMBER 

22 Detroit #1 Chapter 

\ 

ATTENTION ALL SHOW CHAIRMEN: 

Broadcast Music Incorporated (BMI) has informed 
us that Society chapters and quartets are singing 
their songs on annual shows and we haven't paid 
for a license! Granted, chapters pay an ASCAP 
(CAPAC in Canada) license fee, but now the United 
States chapters must incorporate the BMI license 
fees. Here are the rates for a joint ASCAP/BMI 
license fee: 

Seating Cap. 

0-750 
751-1500 
1501-2500 
2501-4000 
4001-5000 
5001-5500 
5501-7500 

ASCAP/BMI Rate Per Concert 
Highest Price of Admission 

(Exclusive of Tax) 

$0-$3 $3 .01-$6 $6.01-$9 

$ 33 $ 39 $ 46 
38 45 55 
55 65 75 
85 95 105 
95 105 118 

113 123 136 
123 136 153 

$9.01-$12 

$ 58 
67 
90 

122 
135 
153 
221 

This new license fee was effective August 1, 1984. 

NOTE: 
Dates shown on this page are for 

activities which have been cleared 
through the Distr1ct Secretary and 
for which ASCAP fees have been paid. 
Please DO NOT send show date reser­
vation notices to me. 

P 1 ea t 1. fy JACK SCHNEIDER 
Se nO : 1311 Northlawn, N .E. 

Grand Rap1ds. Ml 49505 
Res (616) 361-6820 
Bus (816) 774-5225 

STEPHEN SUTHERLAND 141 
46827 BARTLETT 48187 
CANTON Ml 

Non-Profit Org. 
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