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iii? INSTTTUlt OF lDGOPIDICS 

... MORE THAN TALK 

Al Fricker 
30881 I()'~ Ct. II. Bus (31l) l7&-5ZOO 
ltnJOfa, ICJ 48154 Rr:s " '21-GBZO 

''Here's To The Winners," and again 
this year, we have a great number of 
them. All o~ those fortunate enough 
to co~ete at an International Con
vention certainly are . Even those 
who had the opportunity to attend in 
Seattle, are certainly winners. 

But aha! Seventeen other "luckies• 
cane away from the Convention as Lo
gopedics Raffle Wi nners and two of 
them were from Pioneer. Mrs. Alice 
(Roger Morris won the Dixie dona
tion , a beautiful watercolor paint
ing. Not to be outdone, Roger Har
roun, a bass in the Great Lakes Cho
rus, won our Pioneer gift, a lovely 
la-Z-Soy reclining chair, donated by 
that company in Monroe. 

The raffle was a tota l success , 
with all tickets snapped up before 
the deadline and hand-printed extras 
were being sold to waiting enthusi
asts. More than $9,000 was raised 
for our "kids" at the Institute . The 
tota I seenlS to go higher each year, 
as does our annua 1 grand wta 1 o~ 
contributions . 

Speaking of winners, a tip of the 
ski~er to Saginaw-Bay, moving right 
through the Bronze level on their 
way to the Silver . Also to St. Joe 
Valley and to Flint , who reached the 
Bronze plateau early on. Port Huron 
is just a sneeze away from Bronze 
and Detroit is closing fast . 

For those of us who find numbers 
sorta' tough to remember, let's men
tion again the dollar amount given 
last .ear- Sl6,200. ~his was our 
best ever and this is the amount we 
need this year. If we had matched 
the percentage given by our brother 
Barbershoppers across the country 
($15 .52 per man), our figure would 
have been $22 , 000 . Last year's na
tional increase was 14 . .. .. really 
wonderful! If we can do that again 
this year, it will bring the average 
to about $18 per man, with about 
$25,000 projected from Pioneer. 

For some reason, it is tough to 
get up to speed in the first hal~ of 
the year. Our total right now is a
bout S6,000. Only 21 out of 32 chap
ters have been heard from thus ~ar . 
Has your chapter responded yet? We 
ha•1e abou~ 50 registered quartets 
plus probably at l east that many un
registered. Thus far, we have con
tributions ~rom only 9. Fellas, the 
Quartet Honor Roll will acconodate 
all who wish to be remembered . How 
about your group? 

Seneca land District ( 1,273 mem
bers) gave at a $25.24 per-man level 
last year, and three other districts 
were over the $20 mark. Two of the 
three are smaller, like us. Appar
ently, size doesn't matter -- it's 
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something else - somethi ng hard to 
define. We've all heard about Pia
need Pride, and t~e regard we have 
for one another. 

Let ' s get our steam up RIGHT NOW 
and DO IT, because we a 11 know . .. .. . 

TOGETHER .. .. ... . . . • WE ARE SOMETHING! 

Sl!e m~ry not spea.- now. but si1e 
rs loved and sh,. •• · erne o~ry 
return home 10 ,~ .. an ol that 
I~We You are "SinJln8 - tl!at 
she shall speak'" 

I DON'T MEAN TO 
BE A /tU...' 
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Info to Editor_j~ 
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JOHN T GILLESPIE named President of 
S.P.E.B S Q S.A. 

by Roger 0. Morris 
Pioneer District did not bring 

back any gold medals from Seattle, 
but it did come home a <tinner in the 
person of John T. Gillespie, a mem
ber of the Kalamazoo Chapter . John 
will be our new Society President 
for the coming year He was elected 
to that position on Wednesday, the 
6th of July. 

Our new leader will be one of the 
best qualified persons to direct So
ciety affairs . Having served in var
ious chapter and district offices 
during the 70's, John went on to be
come a valuable asset in Kenosha du
ring our expansion years . Along 
with former President, Roger Thomas, 
he brought his years of experience 
as a Certified Public Accountant 
with Alexander Grant and Company in
to good use. Thomas gives him much 
of the credit for putting the organ
ization on a sound financial footing 
during and inmediately following the 
purchase of our headquarters annex. 

John's most recent contribution 
has been as Vice- President - Trea
surer of S.P.E.B S.Q.S A., Inc . 

He has served as a member of the 
C O.T. ~. faculty for several years 
and has imparted much of his finan
cial wisdOM to chapter treasurers 
throughout our Society. 

John and Betty Gil l espie reside on 
Newgate Road in Kalamazoo. They have 
six children, three boys and three 
girls . Wi~h his newly acquired ob
ligations , the Gillespies will be 
finding less time to spend at their 
Gun Lake cottage in the coming year. 
The golf game may regress a bit more 
but you can bet John won't let the 
woodshedding suffer. 

Darryl (Tiny) Flinn, of the Canton 
Ohio Chapter in Johnny Appleseed 
District, was named to the new Vice
Presiaency. 

Pioneer District and the entire 
Society can look forward to another 
great year under John's guidance. 

43rd Makes GOOD flEWS Stronger ...• 

by \oOa lly Dorosh 

Well , the screaming, whistling and 
clapping have stopped , the scores 
have been tabulated and the 45th In
ternational Convention is now histo
ry. For the 6000 NEWS Quartet, how
ever, the 43rd place finish will 
haunt us for the next 12 months . 

They say an organization, a union, 
and even a quartet is only as strong 
as its weakest link . A solid four
some can accept disappointment as 
<tell as victory and go on to better 
themselves and learn to capitalize 
on their mistakes . 

On Wednesday and Thursday, July 6 
and 7, coach , Bill Butler , had us 
singing great. He even said, "If you 
guys take that sound with you on 
stage , you may need six songs in
stead of four." Everything was going 
strong; everybody felt great; all 
systems ~ere a big,fat GO! 

But when <te hit the big stage , 
things seemed to carne apart. It was 
not one member of the group or even 
two; the entire four-some just did 
not seem to take command of the 
stage or our performance package. 
I guess if we were looking for excu
ses, one is as good as another: May
be I didn't get enough sleep the 
night before the contest; Maybe Bri
an ate too much for breakfast and 
had a hard time breathing; maybe 
Mike's shoes were too tight and his 
feet hurt; perhaps Gary was worried 
about his wife, back here in Rose
vil le , who gave birth to a 9# 6 oz. 
boy while he was in Seattle. Hey, 
all of these excuses sound good to 
me . How about this one -- WE JUST 
DIDN 'T DO THE JOB!! That one sounds 
about right to me. 

Generally, if a quartet performs 
well , the statef!lent is , "Those guys 
are great!" If they perform badly, 
then it • s, 'They need a new coach . " 
Not so, for the GOOD NEWS. We feel 
that Bill Butler is second-to-none 
when it comes to building a champion 
quartet. 

It's very disappointing to travel 
3,000 miles to a competition only to 
come in 43rd out of 49th . When I 
first saw the score sheets , my first 
react ions were: "I '11 write hoflle i;n 
sell my house and I'll stay out here 
in Seattle for the rest of rr1y life . ' 
I even considered joining the Cas
cade Chorus in Seattle and singing 
baritone for my punishment. I con
templated leaping from my hotel win
dow, but I couldn't Qet it open, and 
besides, we were only on the sixth 
floor, and J would probably end up 
with only a headache or maybe a bro-
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ken arm. I even thought about giv
ing the money back to Pioneer Dis
trict, but we had already spent it! 

But, as the hours passed, and my 
head began to slow down, the quartet 
began talking about the euture of 
GOOD NEWS, and r began to realize 
the strength within the foursome. 
OUr wounds will heal and our bruises 
will mend; we are alive and well and 
are looking forward to St. Louis in 
1984. 

To all you great people in Pioneer 
District who have supported us in 
the past. we offer our heart- felt 
thanks . And as we go onward and up
ward in our love of four-part harmo
ny, we look forward to representing 
our District in the future and we 
hope and pray for your blessings and 
future support. 

Thanks a 1 at. 

The results of the 1983 Interna
tional Bulletin Contest have been 
received and can be announced . The 
top-scoring bulletin from Pioneer 
District is PONTIAC POW-140~. edited 
by BILL PASCHER. Thus, for these
cond year in a row, Bill is our BUL
LETIN EDITOR OF THE YEAR . In second 
place, very closely behind, was the 
WHON STREET T li·!ES, edited by RAY 
tiEJMA.', of the Benton Harbor-St . Joe 
Chapter. These two bulletins were 
sent on to International where they 
were judged against the best from 
the other 15 districts . ln that con
test , they captured 24th and 26th 
positions, respectivelJ. Congratu
lations to Bill and Ra~ and also to 
BILL TOBIAS. editor of the 4-CAST, 
from the Grand Rapids Chapter, whose 
bulletin narrowly missed qualifying 
for the International Contest. Spe
cial words of thanks are due these 
MEn , not for their place~nt in the 
contest, but for continuing, month 
after month, to publ ish a newsy, in
formative bulletin for their chap
ters. HAVE YOU THNI i<£0 YOUQ BULLET Jr, 
EDITOr LATELY? Make a point to do it 
the very next time you see him - he 
will appreciate it. 

FOR ALL YOU TRIVIA BUFFS ...•.. 

In 1935, a Barbershop Quartet with 
the name of "The Hoboken Four" won 
the Major Bowes Original Amateur 
hour grand prize. The perfonmance 
took place at New ·ark's Capitol 
Theater and the song they sang was 
"Shine." 

Who sang lead in the quartet? 

Would you believe- Frank Sinatra? 

{From the Lake Washington "SKUPPER") 
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CENTER STAGE takes the SILVER again; 
GREAT LA~S.C~~US takes l~th . 

by Roger 0. Morris 
The Side Street Ramblers from Dal

las Metro , Southwestern District, 
led all three sessions of the quar
tet competition in Seattle to cap
ture the gold medallions for 1983. 

It Has a reversal of fo~ for the 
new champs. They finished one notch 
ahead of Pioneer's own Center Stage 
in Detroit in 1981, then fell behind 
theQ at Pittsburgh last year. 

Center Stage captured the Silver 
for the second time in spite of a 
rough start in the quarter finals 
that saw th~ no better than fifth 
in the eyes of the judges. They 
moved to the second spot in the 
semi- finals with a strong perfor
aance but could not overtake the 
Ramblers in the final session. 

Thus, Brian Beck, lead of the new 
champions, joins Glenn VanTassell in 
that select'circle as the only two 
persons to win gold medals singing 
two different voice parts. Brian was 
the baritone of the 1973 Champions, 
The Oealer's Choice. 

Saginaw-Bay's Sounds Around fin
ished 40th, and Good News, From De
troit Rl and· Grosse Pointe, came in 
43rd . 

(photos courtesy of Dick Stuart, Ed
itor of the "Cider Press." J.A.O.) 

( cootiruce:i en pa;;o 5 ) 



In one of the strongest chorus 
competitions to date, the Phoeni
cians, Far West District, edged two
time winner Scarborough for the 
crown. A mere 14 points separated 
the two competitors . They were fol
lowed by West Towns of Lombard , Il 
linois; the Houston Tidelanders, 
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and Western Hills' Southern Gateway~-.~'~ 
Chorus in that order . 

Our own Great Lakes Chorus, from 
Grand Rapids , gave a sterling per
formance with crisply executed cho
reographY but sti ll finished 14th. 
Pioneer District was well -repres~t
ed in the chorus compe~ition, but 
the big Broadway-type soow produc
tions car'ried the day in Seattle. 
The point spread from first to last 
place was 461, giv ing some indica-
tion as to how strong the conpeti-
tion has become. 

In o~her happenings at Seattle, 
Hartford , Connecticut won the 1987 
convention over Detroit and Kansas 
City . Bill and Nell Warner and Ro
ger and Alice Morris, with the help 
of se.eral District members, hosted 
the International Board Menbers on 
Tuesday at the Westin where the fi 
nal cards were played in our attempt 
to win the bid . 

On Saturday morn ing, the District 
held a big pep rally in the Center 
House at the Seattle Center prior to 
the chorus contest. 

The Great lakes Chorus girls were 
on hand dressed in white and blue 
with their red scarves adding a 
touch of color to the affair , along 
with several well -rehearsed yells. 
The~ ~ere also very vocal during the 
competition. Refresllnents were 
served and gifts presented to Clay 
and Nancy Shumard, Fran Jones and o
thers present. 

Saturday night the Pioneer Dis
trict hospitality room on the ~ourth 
level of the Westin was a ti~e £or 
unwinding and a time to entertain 
and be entertained by some of the 
Society's finest quartets. 

The weather in Seattle was de
lightfully canfortable - the best: we 
ha·1e had for convention week in many 
years. -his despite the brief rain 
shower that forced the mass sing in-
doors at the Center House rather 
than in the Flag Pavilion_ Network 
TV coverage of this event was fed 
round the country and NBC's Tom Bro
kaw gave us a great squib on Friday 
evening. local TV coverage was also 
heavy. Someone did a lot of spade
work in Seattle and it all added up 
to one fantastic eight-day blast . 

W1.n&t.on-Salc;::. 1«: 127 no 
10 tte.s..rc- of A:-~e-u:a Chcru• - CSD 

Kansu C1c.y , HO 206 204 
u ltJ.le Hi Cho:us - IL'«l 

Ceav..r, co 209 107 
12 !LocU>g c u:y Choru.a - !1m 

S..C.atoq2: S:prut<u .• ~,. 2!16 JOO 
ll ~ ll!ossoa Chorus - SOif 

·art.ndo. n. 203 202 
14 Q:eac IAAU Cbo<U$ - PIO 

Cca.nd Rap~da. Kl 203 207 
15 Pride oC lm!y - CAA 

Gre:at•r !ndUA.poUs, Ill 206 194 
16 Chorus o! tt:e- Coene~ - StD 

9oc~t~er. S"i 193 185 

PRE- REG! STAAT ION FORM 
FALL CONVENTION, Oct . 14-16, 1983 

Troy Athens High School , Troy, Mich. 

(PLEASE TYPE or PRI~1) 

Chapter Name. _________ _ 

Member Name __________ _ 

Wife 
Addr~e-s_s ___________ __ 

City State Zip 
Tenor lead Bari ---sass--
Competl ng? Yes-- No--
Chorus Name --- ---
Quartet Name. _________ _ 

Enc losed is my check for $ for 
reqi stra tions at SlO each un

-=-t~il..--..O~c7tober 1, 1983. After October 
1st, al l-even ts registrations will 
be $13 each. 

Hake checks payable to SPEBSQSA Fall 
Convention. Refunds by written re
quest ONLY to Convention Chairman. 
No refunds after 2:00 p.m. on Friday 
of convention weekend . 

Send check and forw to: 

Or. Fran Durham 
14851 Stahelin 
Detroit, MI 48223 
(313) 751-2110 X-40 bus. 
(313) 272-0892 res. 

One of the chorus members from 
Grand Rapids summed it up best as we 
were negotiating space for the pep 
ra lly: "Please bid on another con
vention in Seattle real soon!" 
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215 228 

226 221 

205 210 

212 112 

203 197 

U2 111 

202 201 

:ol! 203 

407 0 6 1291 !SS 116 

398 8 1270 229 101 

423 0 4 1158 103 199 

<06 8 l:U5 U8 119 

COlo 7 e 1226 139 174 

366 2 11 t21J 136 159 

331 a ll46 H1 l6.0 

312 4 :112 :s~ 106 

TROY HILTON INN 
ROOM RESERVATION FORM 

74 

68 

72 

1S 

56 

68 

&3 

52 

Convention Date, October 14-16, 1983 

Rates: S54 . 00 Single Occupancy 
S54.00 Double Occupancy 

$5aoo Triple Occupancy 
$58 _00 Quad. Occupancy 

NAME. ______ _____ _ 

ADDRESS. _ _ _____ ___ _ 

CITY _____ ST.ATE ZIP 

TELEPHONE It ( 

ARRIVAL DATE ________ _ 

DEPARTURE DATE _ _ _ ____ _ 

Check ONE : 2:00 p.m. ARRIVAL __ _ 

GUARANTEED LATE ARRIVAL. __ _ 

GUARANTEED TO CREDIT Cft.RD =---
EXPIRATION DATE: ______ _ 

TYPE OF CARD: ________ _ 

I~ t:here is no Credit Card, please 
submit a Check in the amount: of S 
as deposit on Guaranteed ReservatTOri 
which will be applied to your first 
nights lodging . 
ALL OTHER Motel or Hotel reservations 
are to be made by each individual _ 
Reservations will only be taken till 
October l , 1983. 

Mail form to: Darl Wil ey 
2768 Roundtree 
Troy, MI 48084 



SOL IOAR ITY? 

As JOU already know, Solidarity 
started in Gadanske, Poland approxi
mately two tears ago. Today it is 
evident in almost every country in 
the world. Why? Could it be that 
the leaders have that certain char
isma to excite the world? Is it u
nique to todays employment problems? 
Or could the possible anarchy excite 
the population into one group? I 
doubt it!!! 

To be truthful, no one knows ew
actly why it spread as far as it 
did. What is known is; The leaders 
"got the ear" of a few good men woo 
went recruiting new members for 
their cause. It snowballed until it 
spilled outside the Polish borders, 
almost world-wide. But in reading 
about the movement, it's evident 
they have one thing going ~or them: 
A CD."'MON GOAL! ! ! Every new l'lertber 
saw the effort being put into the 
movement, and the possible benefits 
they would realize, and joined with 
the zeal it takes to motivate o
thers. 

To equate this with Barbershop
ping, we too started small, recruit
ed some more, until we're where we 
are today. 

While you're reading this, think 
about exactly what you have done 
with your year(s) in our hobby. COM
pare it to what you could have done 
and then analyze the difference . 
Have you really done that much? 

Goals were set at International, 
District, and Chapter levels six 
months ago. Where are they today? 
Realistically, looking backwards, 
how many of these goals have been 
fulfilled? VERY FEW! WHY? 

Do you, as a chapter MeJT~ber. 
truthfully know what your chapter 
goals are? Are you committed to 
helping fill these goals? Have you 
done anything to assist? Have you 
been that loud member that recruits 
new men? or<ro--you- just "show up" 
on meeting night? 

Near the start of this I said, 
""lley saw the effort being put into 
the MOvement and the possible bene
fits tney'd realize." Barbersoop
ping has been around for forty-soc~ 
odd years, and you know the benefits 
you personally get from joining o
thers in song. Part of the theme of 
our hobby is S.O.S. (Share Our Soci
ety). Share the fun you're having 
with a friend or co-worker, bring 
him to a meeting and sign hin up! 
It only takes a small effort on ~our 
part and is a tremendous lift for 
your chapter. 

You and I have heard at almost ev
ery convention, "It's only the big
ger choruses that get to go to In
ternationals.' The only way I can 
see for your chapter to become ano
ther "big chorus" is for you to re
cruit, sign up, and send that re
cruit out to recruit another. Soon 
you too will be competing with the 
"bigger choruses." You have to re
mellDer, they too once were "sma 11." 
It canes dowr to that old adage, 
"one and one is two, two and two is 
four . .. etc.' 

We have only the past to set our 
goals on, but the future beckons . To 
stea l yet another phrase, "ask not 
what t he Society can do for you; ask 
what you can do for the Society." 
One answer is recruitment! 

Another is retention! 
A third is Sl'AR£ OUR SOCIETY! 
Remember, ~inding another 420 new 

members allows ~s to send another 
quartet to International! 

HERE II IS 
This is the fourth article a 

continuing series honoring the Chap
ters in the Pioneer District. 

Michigan's Fifth Chapter, organ
ized in 1940, was Muskegon, with 
twenty-one men attending. The lead
ers of the group were, Wil l iam Grif
fith , President; Frank 11orse, Vice
President; Henry Klooster, Secretary 
and Gerald Vanderweir, -reasurer. 

The Muskegon Chapter - Port City 
Chorus was organized in 1955; James 
O'Toole was the original Director, 
succeeded by ~1 Burgess. Their a
chievements are as follows: 

District Chorus Champions - 1956 & 
1960. 
International Chorus Representa
tives - 1959, 60 , 61, 64 & 66. 

They are now known as The Shore
line Chorus, and are under the di
rection of Del uoctor. 

Some additional facts about the 
chapter: 
. Home of the 1st District Quartet 

Champions - The Sawdust City Four. 
In 1944, ~luskegon was the Largest 
Chatter in the Society , with a 
mem ership "closed" at 333 , and a 
waiting list! 
The Chapter has sponsored 11 other 
chapters. 

"'aterial Source: 
THE HARMCI'IlZER, fo'arch - 1950 

Contributors: 
Martin Somers - Ray Crancer 

Historian: 
Art Schulze 
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L1{{~0RD REVIEW 

~ bt Don Rtch~rdson. ,._.,, O....,t~• 
(DOfiiiiOIAIOIOH. I bafbfjthaucw twt 11J15 W l ~ 
"'"""'"" W>Ct 1~ ..... bRn I'IC"Oidmc -oc.. ~.- & 
'l'ftlll~~ .. ~~1'11181c: "'- -19n. He 
~ION' ll mpomtbl~ for d>OOIIinl die tft«ds 1D be ........, 1ft 
tlu• column. ~nd tht opfrtions ~ • ...wy hh ) 

All of us who have been members 
for longer than a couple of years 
know that the Society has discovered 
youth. The Bluegrass Student Union, 
Graodr.a's Boys, the Harrington Bro
thers, the sons of Don Kidder, all 
are given as much encouragement as 
is possible to try to get them to 
take over for us and continue this 
crazY habit of s i nging all night for 
people who would rather be singing 
themselves. THE GRAND TRADITION is 
another of those youth groups that 
has done extremely well for itsel~. 
Man~ of us in the Far ~estern Dis
trict know these men personally and 
have watched them mature into a fine 
group, one of the best in the Dist
trict and the Society. 

Their record is called "Fran the 
First Hello • . . " and it includes that 
song as you might expect. There are 
nine others, half of them are good, 
solid barbershop arrangements inclu
ding "I Used to Ca 11 Her Baby," 
Le;;'s Do It Again,'' and "Don't 

leave Me, Dear Old Ma~." The o
thers are "Time After Time," 'I Only 
Have Eyes For You," "Shenandoah," 
"Stella by Starl ight," and so on. 
What impresses me most about this 
record is the flawless execution. 
Of course , all of us try to sing 
smoothly and effortlessly. Few of us 
acutally achieve that goal. If you 
want to listen to how i~ should be 
done, get this record. •tet's Do It 
Again,n and "I Used to Call Her Ba
by" I think are done excellently. 
Surely both performances could be 
improved, but I don't know how. I 
also 1 ike "Remembering Time" which 
the quartet borrowed from the Buffa
lo Bills, keeping the Bill's flavor 
while adding some of their own 
touches, All in all, it's a fine 
albu~. despite the fact that there 
are only ten songs and half of them 
belong in the category of "Other." 

The album could serve as a model 
for other groups in preparing their 
covers, as it lists all copyright 
information, tells who wrote the 
words and music of the songs, and 
credits the arrangers. I say, "It's 
about time." The 1 iner notes are by 
coach Phil Winston. The write-up is 
sincere, as you expect, but it does 
not really say anything new. Just, 
"They're nice kids who sing well." 
Those of us who are barbershoppers 
know that already . 

To order the al bum, send $8.00 to : 
Traditionaal Recordings 
c/ o Dan Jordan 
1118-A lexington Drive 
Glendale, CA 91206 

( from WESTUflES, R.A. Girvin, Editor) 



A BARBERSHOPPER'S TRIVIA QUIZ . •••.• • 

(from SEATTLE LINE. official daily 
publication of the 45th Internation
al Convention, Seattle, Washington.) 

1. Name two competing quartets, rep
resenting two different districts, 
with a father in one quartet and a 
son in the other? 

2. Name the competing quartet in 
which both father and son are sing
ing? 

3. What International Champion Quar
tet recently added a father-in-law 
and a son- in-law to the quartet? 

4. On how many A.I.C. shows have the 
1951 Champion SCHMITT BROTHERS ap
peared? 

5. How many men competing at this 
year's convention were members of 
past champion quartets? 

6. Of the 49 quartet-finalist quar
tets. how many did not compete last 
year? 

7. Name the one man in the Society 
who has attended all 45 Internation
a 1 Convent ions? 

,9]]ill~I]1r 

]}).!)]~~ . ; 

'~ 
The BOSTON COMMON, our 1980 Champ

ions, were invited to sing at the 
White House as part of the July 4th 
celebration. 

Va 1 Hicks, that well-known ccr.pos
er/arranger of Barbershop songs is 
evidently sick of doing the work for 
somebody else. He has formed a quar
tet of his own in his home (Santa 
Rosa. Cal.} chapter. They are called 
•stop, Look, and Listen . " 

"Super Coach, " Don Clause, has 
formed and is directing a new compe
tition chorus emanating from the old 
Manhattan Chapter. They are called 
nThe Big Apple Chorus," and recentlJ 
won their first Divisional Contest . 
He is quoted as sayi ng they plan to 
have "300- plus men on stage in a few 
years." 
Fr~ the Grand Rapids comes the 

news that BOTH Black Velvet AND the 
Accents have disbanded. Sad news . 

UN-RENEWED QUARTETS ARE: 
Four Wheel Drive - Oakland County 
Rapid City Revue - Grand Rapids 
By Mutual Agreement - Coldwater 
Long and Short of It - Flat Rock 
Progressive Four - Detroit 
Sound Investment - Buchanan 

COMPETITION IN PERSPECTIVE 

by Bob Norman, Cho. Director 
Sun Harbor Chorus, San Diego 

Competition in perspective is 
something I've "preached" about for 
many years, but often I am misunder
stood when I say it. Here is what I 
mean . The chorus that lives by com
petition, will die bJ competition. 
When competing is the alpha and ome
ga of Barbershopping, the FUN rapid
ly disappears from our hobby. 

I believe in competition, catego
rically and er~hatically. But 1 also 
believe that Barbershopping should 
remain fun, and that's the rub . To 
some Barbershoppers, fun means not 
having to work. ~ith -e, the fun is 
in the work it takes to become very 
good at what we do as a hobby . Lest 
you think I believe that the culmi
nation of that work is six minutes 
on the stage at competition. let me 
set you straight. For me, the work 
we do to get us "on" that stage is 
the meaningful part of competition . 

Whether we believe it or not, we 
survive by succeeding. Succeeders 
have fun, Nobody likes to fail, and 
the more we succeed in whatever we 
do, the more fun we are going to 
have . Fun, success, pride and ac
complishment go hand in hand. 

So where does •competition In Per
spectiveu fit in? !f you personally 
view competing as a waste of time, I 
feel you need to review your pri ori 
ties for being a Barbershopper. Com
petition is the Society' s way of 
maintaining our style of music in 
its purest form. while making sure 
our audiences hear Barbershopping at 
its best. Choruses are either im
proving or deteriorating at all sta
ges of their e·is~nce. Status quo 
is not obtainable for long periods 
of time in any organization , and 
with ours , the effect is apparent. 

If you are gung-ho for competi 
tion, fine, as long as you view it 
as a means to an end - better sing
ing , NOT the end-all of Barbershop
ping . Competition keeps a chorus/ 
quartet on its toes. It is also a 
form of sel~-evaluation. We get 
judged every time we sing for an au
dience, whether we like it or not. 
If we ' re good, they come back; if 
we're not, they don't. 

In my opinion, both e~tremes to 
competition a-e undesirable. We must 
demonstrate a perspective towards 
competing which allows us to enjoy 
the contest, while knowing it's the 
good work we do to get on stage that 
endures . 
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1. Mike Connelly is singing with the 
Johnny Appleseed District ROARING 
20's and is the father of Joe Con
nelly who sings with the Cardinal 
District INTERSTATE RIVALS. 

2. Fred King (if 1970 Champion ORI
OLE FOUR fame) and son, Kevin. are 
singing with the PROS 'N' CONS from 
the Mid-Atlantic District. 

3. The 1977 Champion MOS- HAPPY FEL
LO..:Sbecame alittle "'lre closely 
related on June 11, 1983, wheo bari
tone Jack lyon gave his daughter, 
Patty, in marriage to lead, Larry 
Hassler. 

4. The 1951 Champion SCW'JTT B~OTH
ERS have appeared on every A. I.C. 
show . although the shows have not 
always been in the format used to
day. 

5. No fewer than E JGHT MEN were mem
bers of past champion foursomes. 

They are: 
Ben Williams - '65 Four ~enegades 
Jim Foley - '65 Four Renegades 
Glenn VanTassell - '66 Auto Towners 

and '71 Gentl emen's Agreement 
Al l•lau - ' 68 Western Continentals 
Brian Beck- '73 Dealer's Choice 

and '83 Side Street Ramblers) 
Ho Rector- '58 Gaynotes 

and '69 Mark IV. 
Harry Williamson- '74 Regents 
Fred ring - '70 Oriole Four. 

6. 25 of the quartet-finalist quar
tets did not compete last year. 

7. Glenn Howard, of Cisco. IL has 
attended each of our conventions. He 
:~peted~~n the first seven, placed 
1n the t1nals four times and sang 
lead, bari, and bass at various 
times. 

SPECIAL NOTICE 
The ~usic Education Committee re

ports that DAVE LaBAR. from the In
ternational Music Staff, will make a 
swing through Pioneer District in 
September. His schedule is as fol
l~s: 

Sept. 19 - Monday - St. Joe 
Sept. 20 - Tuesday - Pontiac 
Sept. 21 - Wednesday - Westland 
Sept. 22 - Thursday - Lansinq 
Sept. 23 - Friday- Alpena 
Sept. 2~ - Saturday - Grayling 



Next 

AUGUST 

26-28 11 Harmony Round -Up.. Ypsilanti 

OCTOBER 

1 Gratiot County Chap 

AUGUST 

25-28 11 Harmony ' Round-Up", Yps ilanti 

OCTOBER 

1 Gratiot County Chapter Show 
14- 16 Fall Convention, Oakland County 
22 Jackson Chapter Show 

NOVEMBER 

5 Benton Harbor-St. Joe Chapter Show 
6 Flint Chapter Show 
19 Detroit #1 Chapter Show 

DECEMBER 

3-4 C.O .T. School, E.M.U., Ypsi lanti 

CAUTION! BARBERSHOPPING MAY BE 
HAZARDOUS TO YOUR HEALTH! 

Dan Dai ly reports that last Au
gust, Spokane Barbershopper, Phil 
Nurre, was performing with his quar
tet at the First Mark Inn, when an 
irate customer threw a beer glass 
from the upper level of the restau
rant . The intended victim was her 
wayward boyfriend, but her aim was 
even more wayward. The glass struck 
Phil, causing permanent blindness in 
one eye. 

Phil was recently a\'larded $150,000 
in damages from the inn. The court 
ruled the restaurant should have e
jected the quarreling couple before 
the accident. 

(as seen in THE SKUPPER) 

FEBRUARY, 1984 

10-11 Oakland County Chapter Show 
18 Lansing Chapter Show 

MARCH 

3-4 Monroe Chapter Show 
9-10 Grosse Pointe Chapter Show 
16-18 Quartet & Coaching Clinic, 

E.M.U~, Ypsilanti 

APRIL 

14 Grand Rapids Chapter Show 
27-29 Spring Convention - Wayne 

MAY 

5 Kalamazoo.Chapter Show 
5 Boyne City Chapter Show 

NOTE: 
Dates shown on this page are for 

activities which have been cleared 
through the Distr1ct Secretary and 
for which ASCAP fees have been paid. 
Please DO NOT send show date reser
vation notices to me . 

Please notify: 

JACK TEUBERT 
3818 Dukeshire 
Royal Oak , MI 48072 

SUTHERLAND 
l41 
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