


QUARIIEY:
UPIDRRE
NEW QUARTETS are:

SPICE OF LIFE
contact: T. Murray Smith
3201 Stonebridge #12
Portage, MI 49081

XL

NIFTY 50's
contact: Mel Totzke
434 Holland St.

Marine City, MI 48039

TAKE NOTE
contact: Ken Gates
3085 Charing Cross
Ann Arbor, MI 48104

TRI-COUNTY CONNECTION
contact: Michael Dixon
8267 Honey Lane
Canton, MI 48187

CHORD VENDORS
contact: Wes Merriman
3614 Pontiac
Kalamazoo, MI 49007
And, here's a familiar name:

DUTCH MASTERS
contact: Frank Lievense
1224 Marlene St.
Holland, MI 49423

There's a new contact man for:

BLACK VELVET
contact: Bob Goldschmedding
1039 Alger SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49507

Registrations have lapsed on:

FLINT'S TONES
FLINT RIVER OPERA GANG
TUNESTERS UNION

FALL CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM
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Chapter Voice Part
Enclosed is my check for $ for registrations
at $10.00 each until October 1, 1982. After October 1, 1982 the

all Events registration will be $13.00 each.

Please make your checks payable to S.P.E.B.S5.0.S5.A. Fall Convention.

Please list additional names, addresses, chapter and voice part

on the reverse side of the form.

Mail to:

Beld inq '

Mr. Joe West
322 S. Pleasant Street

MI

48809

The TENOR sings high, don't you see
Much higher than you or than me.
With his shorts cinched up tight
He can hit his notes right.
But he'd prob'ly sing bass if set free.

The LEAD is a wonderful thing.

He rules the quartet 1ike a king.
He's the expert of song

And he rarely proves wrong,
'Til he opens his mouth to sing.

In every guartet there's a BARI,

Who claims his part's extraordinary.
But when he's away

The other three say
"Is he necessary? Not very!”

The BASS is the guartet's foundation.
He's the subject of great veneration.
But when the BASS blows
the three notes he knows,
He causes us great consternation.
Herb Bayles



7> WEEKEND

October 15-17, 1982 promises to be
an exciting weekend when the Grand
Rapids Chapter hosts the Pioneer
District Fall Convention & Contest.

e beautifully remodeled ;M_%
Grand Plaza Hotel (centrally loca
downtown) will be the headquarters
hotel, providing 350 gorgeous rooms
or our convention.

The contest site will be the DeVos
Hall in the Grand Center, which is
just a few hundred feet from the ho-
tel and is accessible by an enclosed
skyway from the hotel.

DeVos Hall has a 2,450 seating ca-
pacity and compares to such fine au-
ditoriums as Miller, in Kalamazoo,
and the Fine Arts Center in Midland.
Morover, DeVos Hall 1is considered
one of the top-10 auditoriums in the
country in terms of acoustic perfec-
tion.

A1l in all, the Fall Pioneer Dis-
trict Convention will feature great
facilities, many fine choruses com-
peting to represent the District at
Seattle in the 1983 International,
as well as some terrific quartets
competing for the District Champion-
ship. It promises to be an excep-
tional weekend in Grand Rapids!

While you're visiting Grand Ra-
pids, there are several attractions
you may 1ike to see in the downtown
area:

1.The Gerald R. Ford Museum is
within walking distance of the ho-
tel.

2.The Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium
at the Grand Rapids Public Museum.

3.The Grand Rapids Art Museum is
just 2 blocks east of the hotel and
features many beautiful exhibits.

4,The Monroe Avenue Mall, which is
one block from the hotel, features
many fine stores and restaurants.

5.The Grand Rapids Public Museum,
located at 54 Jefferson Avenue S.E.

6.The Voight House, which is a
Victorian Museum, Tlocated at 115
College S.E. (about 1 mile east of
downtown).

The Grand Rapids Convention will
again feature the convenience of
parking your car at the parking ramp
across from the Grand Plaza on Pearl
Street and not having to move your
car until you head home on Sunday.
Parking tickets will be validated
for hotel guests.

Another convenient feature is the
Skywalk which extends from the park-
ing ramp to the Grand Plaza and from
the hotel to the auditorium complex
to protect wus from inclement wea-
ther.

Many restaurants are available in
the hotel and the immediate downtown
area, A list will be provided in

CONVENTION HOUSING PRESERVATION
AMWAY GRAND PLAZA HOTEL
OCCTOBER 15, 16, & 17, 1982

The Amway Grand Plaza Hotel is holding 350 rooms for our Fall
Convention. To reserve a room, the hotel reservation form

must be completed and mailed along with your check or money
order to:

Amway Grand Plaza Hotel

Attn: Reservations Department
Pearl at Monroe

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503

If desired, you may use your American Express or Diners Club
credit card in lieu of a check or money order.

All reservations must be received by September 15, 1982.

For information on hospitality rooms, please call Jack Scripsma
at (616) 774-2000.

Circle preferred accommodations. If room type Include first nught's deposit in this envelope to
requested is not available, nearest room tvpe will be confirm reservation.  oruse vour Amencan Express or
confirmed. Rates ure subject 1o 4% sales tux and 3% Diner’s Club credn card 1o guarinive vour reservation.

hotel tax
ACCOMMODATIONS SEFEMIOR UDELUXFE  FIaAT Card #
ﬂ Dockic Bed {1 porson e 4 Experateon Dusc Cand
ab_-uhkhr\ll.‘ TS $54 (Reservataons mest be sakekad T2 hoors peus &0 choguled
arrval o redonvT refumed tnotn il of o avois! 3 charpe bemng
ﬂ King Bed (1 persan) $54 placed an your oot card )
King Bud 12 persons) $56 Arrial Date Drartune Dare i
B ol fperems Tripld s66 mwnCwc SPEBSQSA
’ Beservations must be rogeiesd by - -
BE ook owmces Duad $72 9-15-82
ﬂ. Double Douhie
(with wet bae, | peron) $76 Suste mivematan: Contact owr Rescrvateons Depariment. Dial woli-free
ﬂa Dunshie Thoublc 588 12533590, Michgan ressdonns dial 1-ssbiloin
fwith met ber, 1 persns

The Society for the Preservation & Please reserve the following accommaodations at the

Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartet Amwar Grand o Howel Seminder = Flotic ke

Singing in America B e e Iyl

October 15-17, 1982 - FRES RS
Name

Shanng with
Company
Addrew Cay
" "
State Zip i Roum wall be shared by third andior fourth penon fover 12

veurs of ager An additngl churpe of §
persom will prevail

Thard Person hame

Fourth Penon Name

Telephune Number per addaonul

Segnaturc

your convention packet. They in-
clude:
- "The 1913 Room" which features

elegant, leisurely dining at its fi-
nest.

- "The Canal Street Lounge" offer-
ing a limited menu of steaks and
sandwiches.

- "The Monroe Street Cafe" which
is similar to Canal Street Lounge.

- "Tootsie Van Kelly's" which cap-
tures the flavor of the old back-
room saloon, in the hotel, features
sandwiches and singing by popular
Tootsie Van Kelly and other popular
balladeers. We're working on the
possibility of having a few gquartets
appear at "Tootsies" after our con-
tests each evening.

With all these things going for
us, this has to bea "“can't miss"
Barbershop weekend! Be sure to mail
your advance registrations to Joe
West (c/o Grand Rapids Chapter) to

enable us to complete as much of the
work in advance as possible and to
save you a few dollars as well., Also
be sure to mail your room reserva-
tions directly to the hotel indica-
ting your charge card number or en-
closing your check for the advance
deposit.

Hospitality Room information is a-

vailable by contacting Mr. Jack
Scripsma at the hotel's toll-free
number: 1-800-632-6120. If large a-

mounts of alcoholic beverages are
brought into the hotel, the hotel
will assess a corkage charge of §5
per bottle or per case of beer. Wine
and champagne have a lesser charge.

Be sure to get your reservations
in early.

A Whale
Of An ldea »



OAKLAND COUNTY CHAPTER

The Miriad Departments of Ozkland
County...

Entertaimment Department

Qakland County Chapter has not
been becalmed in the horse Tatitudes
during the summer, Quite the con-
trary. The chapter's Wolverine Cho-
rus was as busy filling singing en-
gagements as the Norman Goofoff
Choir. Rather than tainting itself
with crass commercialism, the chorus
dedicated the summer to the advance-
ment of Culture by singing for such
audiences as the Boosters Club of
Pontiac's St. Joseph Mercy Hoapital,
the Mature Minglers of Bloomfield
Hills, and several convalescent
homes.,

Gracious Tribute Department

On the Saturday Night Show after
the International Contests in Pitts-
burgh, Oakland County Chapter's own
(at least one-fourth of them -- Lee
Hanson) the CENTER STAGE quartet,
who finished second in the quartet
contest, paid a gracious and well-
deserved tribute to long-time Bar-
bershopper Hal Bauer by announcing
that they were happy to share a se-
cond-place finish with such a dis-
dinguished, loyal Barbershopper. Hal
Bauer, a 42-year member and Hall-of-
Famer from 0Oakland County Chapter,
finished second, you remember, with
the Clef Dwellers, way back in 1949
and 1950.

Department of Utter Optimism

So confident are they that the
Wolverine Chorus will represent the
Pioneer District in the 1983 Inter-
national Chorus Contest at Seattle
next July that 0.C.C. President Fran
Durham and John McClinchey, with
their wives, made a mid-summer trip
to that city to check it out. While
they were in the neighborhood, they
decided they might as well combine a
little pleasure with the chapter's
business so they detoured to Vancou-
ver Island to smell a few flowers a-
Tong the way at famed Boutchart Gar-
dens.

Society Department
rough tEe sponsorship of Chapter

Secretary, Bob Rehe, the Edison Boat
Club was the scene on August 21 of
the chapter's annual summer social
event. On the beautiful Detroit Ri-
ver, across from Peche Island, it
was like a scene out of The Great
Gatsby, with the members in their
white ducks and the PAL TAL's seduc-
tive in their big picture hats. It
was the perfect setting for harmoni-
zing "Cruising Down The River" and
"River 0f No Return" which the cho-
rus does so well.
Travel Department

Ten-year chapter member, Bill Kel-
logg, and his wife, Barbara, hoisted
anchor the first part of July for a

NEWS
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year's cruising, and maybe more, on
their yacht, the good ship, "JULI."
Prior to their leaving, the Kelloggs
hosted three days of Bon Voyage par-
ties abos+' “he boat and were satis-
fied that if the ship could stand
that, it will weather anything they
encounter on the high seas.

Austin Quinn, while visiting Cali-
fornia, had the distinction of sing-
ing aboard the Tluxury Tliner, the
QUEEN MARY, with the Long Beach
chapter. Martha Quinn, Austin's
wife, was so impressed with the Long
Beacher's hospitality, that she is a
candidate for Sweet Ad membership.

Advertising Depariment
an ﬁEEE%;‘E"i§93 Show is on

for Saturday night, February 12, at
the Athens High Schoel, in Troy. Co-
chairmen, Tom Smeltzer and G.B. Work
promise that the stars will be the
Note-Wits and the Roaring 20's quar-
tets and, of course, the incompar-
able Wolverine Chorus. Your life
will be blighted if you miss it.

HURON VALLEY CHAPTER

I Think 1'11 begin this report by
welcoming back our two European tra-
velers. Scott Turnbull, our Assis-
tant Director and recent recipient
of the Pioneer District AIC Scholar-
ship, and Dave Conrad, one of our
good basses, have just returned from
a tour of the British Isies with the
Eastern Michigan Madrigal Singers.
They report that they had a very
good time and had the opportunity to
meet many new fine people. And they
didn't Jjust stick to the madrigal
program, either. Scott and Dave
picked up a tenor and a baritone
from the madrigal group and prepared
a Barbershop program for the After-
glows of the madrigal shows. They
report that everyone really enjoyed
their efforts and many in the audi-
ence had never heard Barbershop Har-
mony before. The boys came to chap-
ter meeting the night before they
left for England and previewed their
act for us. They were First-class!
It is obvious to us why our friends
in England and the British Isles en-
joyed them.

The chapter has completed the
first of three monthiy summer church
performances at the Clinton United
Methodist Church on June 20th. Wow,
what a reaction! Nothing less than a
standing ovation for the 26 guys who
were there. This was during the reg-
ular church service, too, It was a
super presentation and very much ap-
preciated by the congregation. This
is something we started doing this
year in order to get some exposure
and show people what Barbershopping
is all about (as weil as doing a
little trolling for new members).

Also, of course, we are fulfilling a
real need for the churches as most
of their choirs are inactive during
the summer. Anyway, it turned out
well for everyone. We suggest all
you chapters try it. It may do won-
ders for your chorus.

After the service, all the guys
and their wives met at the home of
Roger and Linda Waltz where they ab-
solutely devoured a 1504 pig that
had been roasting on a spit. All the
gals brought a dish to pass and Doc
Dixon furnished some soothing liguid
libations for the parched throats.
It was a grand feast and, of course,
there was plenty of singing going on
all afternoon and a volleyball game
that even a little rain couldn't
stop. A11 in all, it was a great day
for the entire Huron Valley gang. I,
for one, am certainly looking for-
ward to our next church sing-out in
Milan, on July 18 (and the ensuing
pot-luck dinner).

More good news for the Huron Val-
ley Chapter! Our Director, Jim Ste-
phens, is staying with us for at
least one more year. We are very
happy to have Jim. He has been a
real spark-plug for our chapter, and
is certainly responsible for the new
positive attitude that prevails in
Huron Valley. We all hope that this
was but the first of many agreements
with Jim.

Roger Waltz
_—_————————

WAYNE CHAPTER

At this writing (late June) my re-
port of Wayne Chapter's activities
has to be somewhat "assumptive" (did
1 just coin a word?).

The Wonderland Chorus, 1982 Dis-
trict Champions, performed on August
4 at Meadowbrook, along with the De-
troit Motor City Chorus and the Cen-
ter Stage Quartet. I really hope
that this new association will be a
great success. It will be great if
something better can be worked ocut
with the Meadowbrook people than we
had with Pine Knob. As 'retired’
president of SMAC, I want to express
my sincere desire that all SMAC chap-
ters continue to participate actively
in SMAC. The organization was formed
for the benefit of chapters in South-
east Michigan, and the old adage
still applies: "You get out what you
put in." The 1982 Board: Roger Mor-
ris, Mike Donahue, Bill Fanfalone,
and Show Chairman, Darl Wiley, need
your support.

The Wonderland Chorus demonstrated
why they are current District Cham-
pions at a very successful 1982 In-
ternational Send-0ff Show where they
joined the Motor City Chorus and the
Pittsburgh-bound quartets in singing

.--Continued next page
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to a packed house.

This is my last report to the
Troub as a member of Wayne chapter.
On, or soon after, July 8, 1982, Peg
and 1 are moving to Macon, GA., 1I'1]
be transferring to the Macon Chapter
where Sonny Henderson directs the
“Heart of Georgia" Chorus. Our new
address will be 1608 Pelham Way, Ma-
con, GA, 31210. We'll be about 8
miles from Charlie "Schlitz" Benter,
who moved to Macon a year ago.

This is not news to Wayne members,
and other area Barbershoppers I've
had the pleasure of working with in
SMAC and the International Conven-
tion Committee, This article is my
only opportunity to say "so long" to
all of you (y'all). If the Lord be
willin', we'll see some of you again
at some convention -- maybe Seattle.

I particularly want to tell every-
one how much I am going to miss my
chapter, of which I've been a member
a few years, and into which I have
brought 18 new members over the
years, [ believe it is the best
chapter in the Pioneer District, and
I hope everyone in it also believes
that and keeps trying to improve it
in every way, not just in the a-
chievements of the chorus, but in
the organization and development of
quartets. That takes a lot of work
and a conmitment from every member.
The administration of the chapter is
also paramount. President Hal Thomp-
son is doing a good job, but he can-
not do it alone. It needs the active
support of everyone to make it go.
This sounds a 1little "preachy"...
admittedly so, but let me give it a
parting shot: The way to improve
something you don't 1like is to work
to improve 1it, not walk away from
1t.

There are several individuals, in
and out of Wayne, that I am particu-
larly going to miss. [ won't name
them here, but you know who you are.
I will mention one person, however,
He's a man whom I've Tearned to ad-
mire and respect since becoming in-
volved with him on the 1981 Interna-
tional Convention Committee. I'm
speaking of Bill Warner, a Barber-
shopper's Barbershopper. We will
miss Bill and Nel a Tot. Hopefully,
our paths will cross again, soon,

I want to express my hope for a
successful future of the new West-
land Chapter, which 1 also joined
last winter. The Westiand Chapter is
fighting odds that are unique in our
Society and peculiar to Southeast
Michigan...where there are so many
chapters and harmony clubs having
meetings and other activities on
conflicting dates. They meet on the
2nd and 4th Fridays...cail Bill khar-
rer or Bill Butler for more info. Go
and enjoy their meetings, too,

¥'all come on down to see us in

Macon. Drop us 2 line and we'll show
you some new-fangled southern hospi-

tality.
So long, Troub! So lony, Pioneer
District! So lony, Wayne and West-

land Chapters! So long, SMAC! Hello
Macon, Heart of Georgia’

Bob Migquelon

MUSKEGON CHAPTER

We are indeed proud that our chap-
ter show, "Southern Memories,” held
July 10 at the Frauenthal Center in
Muskegon, was a great success. Un-
der the capable direction of Del
Doctor, the former Dutchmaster, our
Shoreline Chorus, 27 strong, never
sounded better. The guest quartets,
Saturday Night Feature, Sounds A-
round, and the (new) Dutch Masters,
all gave terrific performances for
the 850 people who attended the show
and the 170 people who attended the
Afterglow.

Qur thanks to the Show Committee
consisting of Dan Doctor, Cave fbhoy
Alan Coombs, Monte Rogers, Dennis
Everhart and Mike Simpson. The suc-
cess of the show makes us highly op-
timistic that our present membership
of 28 can be increased substanti-
glly. Many activities are planned
for the coming months and we intend
to compete again at the Fall Conven-
tion in Grand Rapids.

Ray Crancer

We Get Letters,

B e~

There comes a time when something
has to be said, or, to put it ano-
ther way, for the Detroit Chapter
and Pioneer District, the judgement
has arrived. The judgement of which
I am speaking is in the way other
people 1in our District and in the
Society see us, and, more important-
1y, the way our wives see us. Our
mates play a most imporiant part in
our Barbershop world. They accept
our absence on chapter meeting night
throughout the entire year. They
support us in countless other ways
with ticket sales, fund raisers,
bake sales, and dinner dances. They
prepare and repair our singing out-
fits, and everytime the curtain o-
pens on the Motor City Chorus, they
are there to cheer and applaud for
the men they love and support. But
when it comes time for a little re-
cognition for the Jladies in our
lives, when we can say “"Thanks for
your help and support. We love you",
Well, fellas, it seems we're out fo
Tunch!

At the 1982 International Conven-
tion in Pittsburgh, Detroit Chapter

had rooms at the Marriot. Also stay-
ing at this same hotel were two o-
ther competing choruses, one from
Johnny Appleseed and the other from
Central States District. What I no-
ticed was the way these Districts
honored the wives on competition
day. It was only a little sit-down
breakfast consisting of coffee, tea
and danish rolls - there were a few
short speeches, a couple of awards
to special ladies who did a Tittle
extra. I'm sure that a lot of other
people from Pioneer noticed these
"Thank-You" parties. I'm sure that a
lot of Motor City wives also noticed
but were too proud to say anything.
Why couldn't we have something like
this for the ladies from Pioneer
District? Instead, we jam them into
a room that is much too small - line
them up against the wall 1ike an Ar-
my chow line, keep them standing be-
cause there are no chairs, sing them
four songs and then very politely
excuse them! IS THIS RIGHT?

It seems to me that two things
should have been done at the Conven-
tion; (1) Have a Tittle recognition
for the ladies in our lives. 2) Show
a little hospitality to other Dis-
tricts and their friends.

After the final quartet sang on
Saturday night , I strolled in and
out of various hospitality rooms.
When 1 reached the Marriot, I real-
jzed that Pioneer District didn't
have a hospitality room. 1 know we
didn't win the Gold - when we left
Detroit we were not expecting to win
the Gold, but we were representing
our District in the contest; we had
worked hard on our music and we sang
the best we were capable of singing
on that Saturday afternoon. That's
something to be proud of, and yet .I
would have been embarassed and a-
shamed if a fellow Barbershopper,
seeing from my badge that I was from
Detroit, had said, "Hey, Wally,
Where is the Pioneer District Hospi-
tality Room?" 1 probably wosld have
felt 1ike answering him, "Oh I think
they have it filed under Sub. chap-
ter 11." Why do we always go third
class? This is something that hap-
pens only once a year, whether it be
the Motor City Chorus or any other
chorus in our District. Let's make
the corrections now and be proud of
who we are and who we represent at
our conventions.

That's my opinion,
WALLY DOROSH
Detroit #1

"Music moves us and we know not
why; we feel the tears, but cannot
trace their source, Is it the lan-
guage of some other state, born of
its memory? For what can wake the
soul's instinct of another world
Tike music?"

L.E. Landon



The Michigan District
and it’s
Men of Harmony

by Mark P Roberts

The 1951 District Quartet Contest
was held in Saginaw on October 13th,
Assembled for a run at the District
Championship were the Town Criers of
Kalamazoo, Hudson Treble Makers, Es-
quires of Lansing, Merri-Men of Lan-
sing, Royal Oak Quartet, Crow-Matix,
Night Howls of Fenton, Men of Achord
of Saginaw, Overtones of Benton Har-
bor, Muskegon Four-Fathers, Rov-A-
Notes of Three Rivers, Bel-Aires of
Grosse Pointe and County Seaters of
Dowagiac. The Merri-Men (Howard Haw-
kins, tenor; Dave Bullock, lead;
Louis Bean, baritone; and Doug Ste-
phens, bass) were named the new Dis-
trict Champions. In second place
was the Bel-Aires of Grosse Pointe
(Gordon Limburg, Robert Burrell, Ri-
chard Denbroeder and Ted Windship)
and third place went to the Crow-Ma-
tix (Warren, Dobb, Holler and Lund).
The Junior Champions were the Town
Criers of Kalamazoo with Louis John-
son, tenor; John Baker, lead; Earl
Cook, baritone; Ken Barrett, bass.
The Four Fathers of Muskegon (Cliff
Van Riper, Mel Westerlind, Tom Damm
and Clarence Bristol) took Novice
honors.

The International preliminary con-
test and Spring meeting for 1952
were held at Mt. Clemens and were
sponsored by the East Detroit, Ham-
tramck, Grosse Pointe and Mt. Clem-
ens Chapters. The general chairman
was our old friend, Ed Schwoppe,
Michigan's first SPEBSQSA member. It
was time to elect new officers again
and Howard Tubbs, charter member of
our first chapter and one of Michi-
gan's greatest Barbershoppers, was
elected District President. Loton
Willson of Boyne City and Rush Wyman
of Lansing, were named Vice Presi-
dents, and Lou Harrington and Clar-
ence Jalving continued as Secretary
and Treasurer respectively. Only
eight quartets showed up for the
contest that year and the judges se-
lected the Crow-Matix of Muskegon
and two new-comers, the Extension
Chords of Grand Rapids (Helder, Lu-
cas, Verduin and Hall) and the Wol-
verines of Dearborn (Rehkop, Joe Si-
pots, Ray Sipots and Bill Bond) as
Michigan's three quartets to compete

at the International at Kansas City.
That was the year the Four Teens won
the International title and, for the
first time in history, Michigan
failed to place a quartet in the In-
ternational Finals. We were not shut
out, however, as our Edwin S. Smith
of Wayne Chapter was elected Inter-
national President. This was also
the year in which the Clef Dwellers
made a month-long tour of overseas
Army bases to entertain our armed
services personnel, in much the same
fashion as the Harmony Halls did in
1950.

MIGHIGAN'S FIRST CHORUS CONTEST

The first Michigan District Chorus
Contest was held in Wright Park, Al-
ma, Michigan, on Sunday, July 27,
1952, with Mark Roberts as General
Chairman. The Gratiot County Chapter
was host to this historic event and
its committees provided everything
necessary to make it a success, in-
cluding perfect weather and a crowd
of about 2,500 people. Prior to the
contest, a conmittee composed of C,
W. Coye, John Hill, Fran Hodgeboom,
and Tom Needham had drafted the
rules for the contest, there being
no International rules covering cho-
rus contests at that time. With pic-
nic baskets, kids, six-packs and
practicing groups everywhere, it ad-
ded up to a great day. It was Sum-
mer; it was Michigan; it was Barber-
shopping; it was Terrific! Howard
Tubbs was emcee and the all-Michigan
panel of Judges, consisting of Loton
Willson, Rawley Hallman, Henry Schu-
bert and Mark Roberts, Chairman, was
in good ear. The Grand Rapids Chap-
ter, with Fran Hodgeboom directing,
came prepared to overcome, and they
did with a fine performance. The De-
troit chorus, Ed Easly directing,
finished second and John Hill's Lan-
sing group was a close third, Other
choruses competing were Dowagiac,
Tom Groves, director; Holly-Fenton,
Andy Yalch, director; Ionia, Stanley
Knoll, director; Gratiot County,
Chester Robinson, director; and Man-
istee, Roger Campbell, director. As
we said, 1t was a great day and, ex-
cept for the second contest which
was held in the same place the fol-
lowing year, we haven't had as much
fun at a chorus contest since,
thanks to ali those wonderful people
in and around Alma. As one non-mem-
ber put it, "I don't know what's go-
ing on except some singing, but this
is the friendliest, happiest group
of people I've ever seen.”

MORE CONTESTS AND CONVENTIONS

The Chippewa Hotel and the famous
Ramsdell Theater will be remembered
by those who attended the 1952 Dis-
trict Convention and Quartet Contest
held at Manistee on October 11, The

quartets on hand were the Fun Ad-
dicts of Grand Rapids, Muskegan Four
Fathers, Overtones of Fruit Belt,
Harmo-Niters of Manistee, Extension
Chords of Grand Rapids, For-Tune
Tellers of Jackson, Town Criers of
Kalamazoo, Wolverines of Dearborn,
County Seaters of Dowagiac, Chordin-
ators of Grosse Pointe, Sharplifters
of Detroit, Chieftans of Traverse
City and the Chordials of Lansing.
The Extension Chords of Grand Rapids
(Sid Helder, tenor; Don Lucas, lead;
Cal Verduin, baritone; and Don Hall,
bass) were in grand form and the
choice of the judges as new District
Champs. Second place was taken by
the Wolverines of Dearborn (Rehkop,
Sipots, Sipots and Bond) and third
place went to the Town Criers of
Kalamazoo (Louis Johnston, tenor;
John Baker, lead; Earl Cook, bari-
tone; and Ken Barrett, bass). The
Junior Champ was the County Seaters
of Dowagiac (John Hayden, tenor;
Phil Beardsley, lead; Richard Brown,
baritone; and Harold Cobb, bass).
The Sharplifters of Detroit took No-
vice honors with the parts being
handled by Max Wilworth, tenor;
Ralph Schirmer, lead; Harry Shumann,
baritone; and Jon Sinnikas, bass.
The 1952 May-June issue of the
“Troubadour™ came out with a new ed-
itor, Roscoe Bennett, who succeeded
Lou Harrington. Lou originated the
District publication back in 1948
when he issued the "Secretary's Bul-
letin", a brief and newsy bulletin
which provided a much-needed media
of communication with the District
membership. The bulletin was contin-
ued for about 18 months until the
publication of the first 'Trouba-
dour' with Lou as the editor. Roscoe
came out with a new newspaper-size
format and the 'Troubadour' became
the most extraordinary Barbershop
publication ever issued. Roscoe, one
of the organizers of the Grand Ra-
pids Chapter and the Michigan Dis-
trict, was a much-respected and vet-
eran newspaperman and Sports Editor
of the “Grand Rapids Press". He ap-
plied all his experience and skiil
to make the 'Troubadour' the great-
est source of Barbershop information
ever issued as a regular publica-
tion. He covered everything from
news of the International organiza-
tion down to personal notes about
Society members. His editorial com-
ments covered the whole Barbershop
spectrum with the effect, sometimes,
of leaving some readers seeing only
one color of the spectrum - red! No-
thing fazed by those who might dis-
agree with him on some controversial
matter, Roscoe continued on as Edi-
tor of the 'Troubadour' until the
1961 Feb-Mar, dissue, a nine year
span, when i11 health caused his re-
signation as editor. We will never
now how this dedicated man found
< oo continued on Page 11...



MUSIC EDUCATION

by Jim Stephens
Asst, Director

of
Music Education

Pioneer District

I got a call from the "Big Bear"
the other day asking me to write an
article for the "Troubadour." He
said, "Write anything you want."
which provided this opportunity to
discuss something that has become a
deep concern of mine.

That big “E" in S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A,
stands for the word "encouragement."
Is "encouragement” simply a word in
our logo, or is it a common practice
at all of our chapter meetings and
functions? Encouragement can, and
should, take place in many ways. As
a public school educator for almost
30 years, I can attest to the fact
that "positive reinforcement produ-
ces the best and quickest results.”
A small word of approval, if sin-
cere, is far more encouraging than
any words of criticism, no matter
how valid or true, can ever hope to
be.

A quote from our Code of Ethics
reads:

“Our Society aspires to preserve
for its members and for all future
generations of prospective members
the sacred right of men to seek
haven from the burden of their
daily cares through indulgence in
old-fashioned vocal quartet harmo-
ny and to that end we do hereby
pledge ourselves to abide by the
precepts..." and here are but two
of the ten:

1. "We shall do everything in

our power to perpetuate the

Society."

and

6. "We shall exhibit a spirit
of good fellowship toward all
members . "

If you were a guest last week at
your chapter meeting, would you, or
could you, get excited enough about
what was happening to return again
with the possible intent of "joining
up"? Or, were you turned off by any
of the following?

1. Callous banter or barbs in poor

taste between members that disrup-

ted the flow of the meeting.

2. Inattentive members who talked

to each other while the director

was teaching.

3. A know-it-all who had smart re-

marks for everything said by any-

one up front.

4. Tardy members who either of-

fered or received loud greetings

and remarks, brazenly unconcerned

for the director and what he was
doing.

Food for thought, right? These are
happenings that do occur more in
some chapters than in others, but 1
sincerely believe that they are an
unwitting cause of losing members.

No matter how much we enjoy being
cute with our friends, we must be
careful to display, without a doubt,
a "spirit of good fellowship” to the
visitor that does not yet know which
of us are the best of friends.

We need to show by our discipline
that we are courteous to each other
and that we respect our leaders.

When we can do these things, we
will be adding a final dimension of
friendliness that is "in our power
to perpetuate the Society."

My

INSTITUTE OF LOGOPEDICS

Al Fricker

30881 Nye Ct. W. Bus (313) 278-5200
Livonia, MI 48154 Res " 421-0820

"Together. . .we are something!”
One of our recent International Pre-
sidents used this phrase as his
creed for the year. But think of it,
really think of it. The impact of
these four words tell the entire

story. Consider the soloist, the

quartet, the chorus or the mighty
Mormon Tabernacle Choir. Albiet,
when numbers make the difference,
numbers really do make the differ-
ence.

Pioneer, in 1982, put together the
finest effort ever for the "kids" we
fondly refer to at the Institute. We
have chosen this means to express
ourselves through our Unified Ser-
vice Project, but it certainly did
not jump off to a rousing start. In
fact, it was well into the 70's be-
fore the Society was doing the job
it had envisioned possible. And now,
some four million dollars later and
counting, we are rolling at a pace
of over $500,000 annually with the
numbers getting larger all the time.
You all know why this has been pos-
sible... People, lots ‘n lots of
people.

Twenty-two chapters received a-
wards in Lansing this spring and
seventeen Pioneer quartets contribu-
ted to the Logopedics campaign, with
the Saturday Night Feature donating
the highest amount and winning the
beautiful Great Lakes Express Tra-
velling Trophy. Let's mention again
the Traverse City Chapter as our
first Silver Division Winner. That's
certainly participation!

Eleven chapters were represented
at the Chapter Chairman's Saturday
meeting and it was discussed that we
can and should go outside the Chap-

ter area to gain visibility and sup-
port for our charity as others do.
We are, after all, a non-profit or-
ganization strongly supporting a na-
tional effort and we can use the as-
sistance of our friends, relatives,
neighbors, co-workers, church bro-
thers and sisters, and any interest-
ed people. Lots of folks know we are
involved with Logopedics but they
really don't kmow Jjust what that
means. We can tell them and ask them
to give us a hand.

How exactly can they help? Well,
two methods surface immediately. 1.
The Campbell's "Labels for Education
Program” is under way again with a
truly great opportunity to realize
sensational recreational and learn-
ing equipment available to the In-
stitute through collecting various
campbell and other labels. 2. The
potential of corporations who havé
programs of matching employee con-
tributions to institutions and or-
ganizations which qualify. Two Tists
are available of corporations with
published guidelines for matching
funds. Your Chapter Logopedics
Chairman will have this information
in the near future and work with you
to obtain the publicity it deserves.
Once again, and with real feeling...
“TOGETHER. . .we are something!”

ATTENTION!

e y printout shows Port Huron
and Pontiac Chapters have already
passed the Bronze level of contribu-
tions ($10.00 per man) and are pres-
sing on to the Silver goal. Hooray
and hallelujah, along with a couple
of huzzas. This achievement is all
the more impressive in view of the
May/June Harmonizer which notes the
overall Society contributions are
19% behind last year's pace. This
is also about where our Pioneer peo-
ple are at May end, overall. Let us
not "rest on the oars” now in view

of a marvelous 1981 campaign.

As we mentioned, there are other
companion means to generate Logope-
dics income. We will examine these
jdeas in the very near future and
guess what...we'l] do it “TOGETHER!"

Bill Butler sends along a big
“Thank You" to all those who sent
cards and flowers and those who
called during his recent hospitali-
zation. He's feeling much better
and says he'll see you all at "Har-
mony Round-Up" - August 27-29.




Continued
S.P.E.B.5.0.5.A., Inc.
PIONEER DISTRICT
Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting
Friday, April 23, 1982

These MWinutes will be submitted to
the Board of Directors (or the House
of Delegates) at its next meeting.

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT'S REPORT:
(continued)

Hall of Fame: Mr. Gougeon's reguest
for Hall of Fame nominations led to
a general discussion of the Dis-
trict's Hall of Fame, the gualifi-
cations for nonminees thereto and the
method of selection. The consensus
was that it is not obligatory to
name individuals to the Hall of Fame
every year. Upon motion by Director
Butler, seconded by Director McDer-
mott, the Board voted unanimously
that, effective immediately, no more
than one man a year be named to the
Pioneer District Hall of Fame.

Upon wmotion by Director LaBumbard,
seconded by Director McDermott, the
Board voted that the President ap-
point a committee to review the stand-
ards for the Hall of Fame, including
nominating and election praocedures,
with the request that the committee
report to the Board at its meeting
scheduled for October 15, 1982. In-
cluded in the discussion was the sug-
gestion that the committee be com-
posed of three Directors and two Hall
of Fame members. Accordingly, Presi-
dent Jones appointed the following
committee: Jim Gougeon, Chairman;
W. D. "Bill" Butler; Dan LaBumbard;
Robert T. McDermott; Willias Pascher.

INTERNATIONAL BOARD MEMBER: As an
update to the report he made 2t the
Board meeting of February 21, 1982,
and which he will make to the House
of Delegates on April 24, 1982, HNr.
McTaggart stated that Hawaii has been
selected as the location for the 1984

taorian,

Mid-Winter
District’'s

convention; that Pioneer
is still among the bids
being considered for hosting the Soci-
ety's 50th anniversary convention in

1988; that the District's anpual In-
ternational Send-0ff Show, scheduled
for June 11, 1982, at the Caboto
Club, Windsor, will have a ticket
price of $7.50 per person.

DIVISION VICE PRESIDENTS: AlIl Divi-

sion Vice Presidents reported on the
status of chapters in their respec-
tive divisions.

MUSIC EDUCATION COMMITTEE: Director
of Music Education Butler reported
on Music Education Committee matters.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

MEMBERSHIP & EXTENSION: As an update
to his report of March 31, 1982,
Chairman Weston stated that Swan Val-
ley (centered at Shields, Michigan)
with Saginaw-Bay Chapter as its spon-
soring chapter, and Gladwin with
AuSable Valley as its sponsoring chap-
ter, are working toward becoming
licensed.

Executive Vice President Gougeon in-
dicated that it is his intention to
ask Mr. Weston and the Pontiac Chap-
ter to work together with a view to
strengthening that chapter and per-
haps extending its area.

Chairman Fricker's re-
port, dated April 15, 1982, disclosed
that Pioneer District exceeded its
1981 goal of contributions to the
Society's International Service Pro-
ject, the Institute of Logopedics.
Special commendation was earned by
the Traverses City Chapter for being
the District's first Silver Division
Winner with a2 per capita contribution
of $25.50.

DISTRICT HISTORIAN: District His-
in a written report, asked
those in attendance at this meeting
to urge the chapters in their divi-
sions to submit to his the charter
information requested in a letter he
mailed to all chapters.

CORRESPONDENCE

D. C. CASH MEMORIAL FUND: President
Jones read a letter received from
International appealing for 1982 con-
tributions from the chapters to the

0. €. Cash Memorial Fund, whick con-
tributions are suggested as $1.00 for
sach year of the Society's existence,
or $44.00 for 1982. Such contrihu-
tions are credited to the chapters'
Logopedics contributions but are des-
ignated as "0. C. Cash Memorial" con-
tributions.

1982 C.0.7.5S.: A letter, dated April
8, 1982, from D. William FitzGerald,
Adwinistrator, Field Services, to all
district presidents, was read and dis-
cussed. With a view to pre-planning
for the 1982 C.0.7.5. schools, the
letter asked for the number of extra
classes, aside from DO/AC classes,
each district will offer this year.
Director Butler suggested that each
chorus director in the District be
queried about this matter.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Bylaws: President Jones stated that
he intends to ask Willliam J. Giovan,
Chairman of the Laws & Regulations
Committee, to give attention to pos-
sible revisions in the District's by-
laws.

District Logo: Continuing its con-
sideration of pins and 2ppliques of
the District Logo, the Board viewed

catalog illustrations submitted by
the Vernon Company of Newton, Iowa,
through  its  representative Carl

Secor. After discussion, upon motion
by Director LaBumbard, seconded by
Director McDermott, the Board author-
ized ordering 2,500 appliques to be
distributed free and 1,000 pins to
be sold for $2.00 each.

NEW BUSINESS

G0LD £ SILVER CHORUS DIVISIONS: Di-
rector LaBumbard stated that, in his
opinion, the classifications for chap-
ter choruses inte Gold and Silver
Divisions as compiled by the Secre-
tary, did not follow Article XVI of
the District bylaws. After discus-
sion, upon motion by Dirsctor LaBum-
bard, seconded by Director McTaggart,
a majority of the Board voted that
the divisions be adjusted to conforms
with the bylaws. Secretary Teubert
said he wanted to review this matter
with his predecessor.

HARMONY
1982:

COLLEGE '82, August 1-8,
Upon motion by Vice President




Gougeon, seconded by Director Berry,
the Board unanimously voted that
transportation costs and the fee to
enroll Director of Music Education
Bill Butler in the Society's Harmony
College '82, being held at Missouri
Western State College, August 1 to
8, 1982, will be paid by the District.

LOGOPEDICS DRAWING, 1982 INTER -
NATIONAL CONVENTION: As a suggested
prize for the District's Logopedics
drawing at the 1982 International Con-
vention at Pittsburgh, Logopedics
Chairman showed 2a small rug, made
and donated by Mr. Robert Miller,
into which had been woven the So-
ciety's embles. The Board's reaction
was favorable. Mr. Fricker was asked
to continue to work on the matter.

1982 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION - HOSPI-
TALITY: At the request of the Board,
Earl Berry undertook to lock into
the matter of the District's provid-
ing hospitality arrangements at the

International Convention in Pitts-
burgh. Upon wmotion by DOirector
Gougeon, seconded by Director
McTaggart, an allotment of $300.00
for this purpose was voted by the
Board.

CONVENTION PLANNING MANAGEMENT

SCHOOL: Mr. D. William FitzGerald,
Society's Administrator of Field Ser-
vices, joined the wmeeting at 4:20
PM. He introduced a discussion of a
Conventien Planning Management School
which, under co-sponsorship of the
. Society, is being held at the Holiday
Inn, Memphis, Tennessee, on May 21,
22 and 23, 1982. The purpose of the
school is to assist the districts in
planning for district conventions.
Mr. Fitz6erald stated that the only
expense to the districts will be for
transportation, with all other ex-
penses being borne by Holiday Inns.
Upon motion by Director LaBusbard,
seconded by Director Berry, the Board
unanimously voted to send a represen-
tative to the school.

With the singing of "Keep the Whole

World Singing," the meeting ADJOURNED
at &:40 PN,

Respectfully submitted,
JACK W. TEUBERT
Secretary, Pioneer District

S.P.E.B.5.0.5.A., INC.
PIONEER DISTRICT
Minutes of House of Delegates Meeting
Saturday, April 24, 1982

These Minutes will be submitted to
the Board of Directors (er the House
of Delegates) at its next meeting.

The meeting, held at the Midway Motor
Lodge, Lansing, Michigan, was called
to order by President Jones at 9:05
PN.

Sergeant at Arms declared a

quorum present.

Dyer

Director of MWusic Education Butler
opened the meeting by leading the
singing of "The 01d Songs."

The MINUTES of the seeting held on
October 17, 1981, were accepted as

distributed.

TREASURER'S REPORT: Treasurer Schnei-
der presented Treasurer's Reports for
the year 1981 and for the period
ending March 31, 1982, showing a bal-
ance of $11,695.98. Treasurer Schnei-
der 2150 submitted a Proposed Pioneer
District Budget for the year 1982,
which, upon motion duly made and sec-
onded, was approved by the House.

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Ex-
ecutive Vice President Gougeon report-
ed to the neeting. He announced
that the Battle Creek Chapter had
entered 2 bid to host the 1984 Fall
convention. Upon motion by Director
LaBusbard, seconded by Director
Berry, the House accepted Battle
Creek Chapter's bid.

Mr. Gougeon announced the creation
by the Board of Directors in its
meeting of April 23, 1982, of a com-
pittee to review the standards for
the District's Hall of Fame.

Mr. Gougeon announced the creation
by the Board of Directors in its
meeting of April 23, 1982, of a com-
mittee to review the standards for
the District's Hall of Fame.

Mr. Gougeon asked for consideration
of the Pioneer District's "Convention
Manual," copies of which had previcus-
ly been distributed to all chapters
in the District. Upon motion by
Director Horton, seconded by John

Gillespie, the
adopted the manual.

House unanimously

INTERNATIONAL BOARD MEMBER: Inter-
national Board Member Mclaggart re-
viewed his written report high-
lighting items acted upon at the
Mid-Winter convention at Tucsen and
other matters of interest.

DIVISION VICE PRESIDENTS:  Reports
on the status of chapters in their
respective divisions were received
from 2ll Division Vice Presidents.

MUSIC EDUCATION COMMITTEE: Director
of Music Education Butler, in his
report, made particular mention of
the District's "Harmony Round-up"
(Mini-HEP) school, being held August
27-29, 1982, at Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity; and also of the "Direct
Blitz" progras, scheduled to begin
May 10, 1982. He emphasized that
the "Direct Blitz" program is not
limited to those Barbershoppers who
want to direct.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

MEMBERSHIP & EXTENSION: Chairman
Weston urged all chapters to call
on him and his comaittee whenever
cooperation is needed in matters of
establishing new chapters, attract-
ing new members and retention,

LOGOPEDICS: Reporting for Chairsan
Fricker, 1981 Chairman Durham an-
nounced that in 1981 the Pioneer
District exceeded its projected goal
of support to the Society's Inter-
national Service Project, the Insti-
tute of Logopedics. Special recogni-
tion was given to the Traverse City
Chapter for being the District's
first Silver Division Winner with a
per capita contribution of $25.50.

DISTRICT HISTORIAN: District Histor-
ian, in a written report, asked
those in attendance at this meeting
to urge the chapters in their divi-
sions to submit to him the charter

information requested in a letter
he mailed te all chapters.
CORRESPONDENCE

POINTS FOR CHORUS COMPETITION: Read

to the mesting was a letter dated
Rpril 2, 1982, from Howard L. Lehti,
...continued next page



MORE 'BORED' MINUTES.....csss

Secretary of the Clinton Valley Chap-

ter, ta the District Secretary, adk-
ing the following proposal: “a&s it
stands now, 2 chapter iz glven I3

points for competing in the Spring

contest but if that same chapter alssc
conpetes in the Fall contest neo addi-
tional peints are recezived. Ne
strongly Fesl that 25 peints should
be given For =ach conkest entersd
and also feel that thic would be aa
added Incentive for the chapter chor-—
uses to participate in both contests.™
In the discussion which Followed, In-
ternational Board Member McTaggart ex-
pressed the conviction that the pro-
pesal would not be Favored by Inter-
national as policy Ffor the Society
fferences i=

because of di gprocedurss

in the warious districts. He =2x-
pressed  the
it would be in order for the Pioneer
District to deal with the matter for
itself. Accordingly, Mr. Dave Ander-

son, President of the Clinten Velley

Chapter, moved that the Pionser Dis-

ppinion, however, -that

trict account For achievemeat points
twize a year, granting 100 points
for =ach cospetition and allewing 100
points te choruses which, by rules,
must sit out competition for two
years, The wmotiom was seconded by
Mr. John Gillespie and passed by 2

voice vote of the House.

!A'_Tf‘l&!'i-?\‘_ BDARD MEMBER: Inter-
national Soard Kesber Mclaggart, rep-
International President
Merritt F. Ausan, Addressed the
seeting.

resenting

AWERDS: President Jonss made award

annsuncesents as follows:
OR OF THE YEAR: The
Board of Oirectors, in its seeting
of February 21, 1982, selected Earl
Berry as Area Counselor of the Year
for 1981.

PIGNEES DISTRICT ACRIEVEMENT
ASARDS FOR 1381: Gold Divis

Grosss Pointe Chapter; Silwer Bivi-

sien - Traverss City Chapter.

BISTRICT ACHTEVEMENT AWARD WINNERS
FOR 1981 &S COMPILED &Y INTER-
NATIONAL: Plateau | - Muskegon; Pla-
teau Il - Traverse City; Plateau III

- Beaton Haerber-5t. Joseph; Flateau

I¥ - Lansing; Plateas ¥V - Oakland

County; Plateau ¥1 - Granc Rapids.

With the singing of "Keep the whole
World Singing,” the meeting ADJOURNED
at 11:45 AR

THE SIMPLEST FORM OF STAGE PRESENCE

Think about the message each song
is trying to convey, and show, by
your actions and your face, that you
enjoy what you are singing.

Py i J_,.. J
HOW ABOU
“CLOSE HARMONY" Now Available.......

by Mike Hatfield
FWD PR Committee Chairman

After ten years of producing the
radio program "Close Harmony," Phoe-
nix Chapter member, Nostalgian, DON
RICHARDSON has agreed to make his
weekly 30 minute barbershop musical
program available to any radio sta-
tion that will air it.

The program, drawn from records of
barbershop ‘“greats", is timed to
twenty-nine minutes and thirty se-
conds with no more than three and
one half minutes of continuity, re-
sulting in twenty-six minutes of so-
1id barbershop harmony.

The program is available to any
public or commercial radio stations,
however is not available to indivi-
duals. Chapter P.R. Officers should
contact local radio stations advis-
ing them of this opportunity. The
only cost is one 1200 reel-to-reel
tape per program and $1 handling and
mailing charge per tape, (and the
station gets their tape back with
the program thus the only cost would
be $52 per year...a cost that the
Chapter might well consider under-
writing.

DON RICHARDSON, whose column 'Re-
cord Review' begins in this issue of
the Troubadour, started his radio
program "Close Harmony" in 1972,
and since then has recorded more
than 500 half-hour programs. His
500th anniversary program was sched-
uled for May 16, 1982.

Further information on how to get
the program started in your own area
contact DOUG MYRLAND, Radio Station
KMCR-FM, 1435 South Dobson Road,
Mesa, Arizona, 85202.

And, don't forget to share with me
how well the program is working 1in
your area. Public Realtions is not a
one man job, it is every man's job.
#

1f you don't think it is important
to express every vowel and conso-
nant....just read these Tines....in
which only ONE LETTER has been

changed:

"please don't walk about me when I'm
gone."

"I'm just mild about Harry."

"I think I'm failing in Tove."

"They call her frivolous Hal."

“Those wedding bills are breaking up
that old gang of mine."

“The surry with the fridge on top.”

“They call the wina Maria.”

-
RECORD REVIEW

by Don Richardwon, Phoenin Chapter

In the almost ten years that I've
been producing "Close Harmony," a
half-hour weekly radio program of
barbershop music, I['ve heard many
different barbershop albums. (The
Phornix Chapter buys them, and I use
them on the program). Because I get
to hear all of the records as they
are released, I1've grown somewhat
jmmune to surprise; I know what to
expect, If the album 1is by an up-
and-coming group, I expect a healthy
share of barbershop songs on the re-
cord. Usually, the record has twelve
selections (or the equivalent) with
only a couple of non-barbershop
songs (gospel, spiritual, Broadway,
or modern). However, after the group
wins International, their. records
change. Now they no longer have to
pay allegiance to their heritage;
half or more of the songs are non-
barbershop and, oftentimes, there
are only ten selections. Only once
in a while am I surprised. But with
The Most Happy Fellows' second al-
bum, it's a pleasant surprise.

The record is called "We're Off To
See...The Most Happy Fellows." The
title is taken from Side One, a
twenty-minute presentation based on
"The Wizard of 0z," recorded live on
stage at the Seattle Opera House
(except for "Somewhere Over the Rain-
bow"). Side Two has eight selections
ranging from solid barbershop----
"Jeanine" and "Lulu's Back in Town"-
to modern - "Route 66" and "It's Not
That Easy Being Green."

In addition to getting your mo-
ney's worth, you ought to be im-
pressed by the beautiful and con-
trolled singing on this record. As
the 1977 International Champion
Quartet of the Society, the guartet
can be expected to start slipping
musically one of these days. Maybe
they already have. But if so, there
is no evidence here. They sing just
as well in 1982 as they did in 1977
(they were fifth in sound, but only
one quartet that outscored them has
gone on to win Internationmal; they
won interpretation and stage pre-
sence). The attractive aspect of the
sound of The Most Happy Fellows to
me is that they sing 1ike men. The
bass is full and resonant, and the
quartet sound is not thin; it's rich
and fulfilling. If you prefer the
extra precise, somewhat crisp sound

..continued next page.--



+++MORE “RECORD REVIEW”..v:s i

of the more recent, younger gquar-
tets, then this quartet may not be
for you. But if barbershop quartet
says "MEN" to you, then you should
be satisfied.

0f course, the impressive package
of Side One is nearly beyond words,
conceived and arranged by coach
LLOYD STEINKAMP, no doubt, it is
faithful to the original, yet true
to the presentation, too - it's bar-
bershop enough to satisfy me that I
can enjoy it in good conscience. If
you hear it, you'll hear the spon-
taneous reactions of the audience
and get the feeling of the 1ive per-
formance. 1 saw the quartet perform
this package on the Scottsdale show
in 1981, but I was too far from the
stage to hear well and too far from
the center to see very well either.
1 stood up when they finished, how-
ever, because I knew I had witnessed
a great performance. Yet when I
heard the record, I could hardly ac-
cept that it was the same presenta-
tion. How can I give a standing o-
vation to the record?

For information, or to order the
record itself ($7.00), write to Most
Happy Fellows Records, Box 94004,
Fort Steilacoom, WA 98494,

(from WESTUNES, R.A. Girvin, Editor)
The Michigan District
and it's
Men of Harmeny

by Mark P Roberts
CONTINUED

the time to carry this particular
onerocus burden for so long, but we
do know that no Michigan man has
contributed more of his time and ta-
lents for the good of his District
and the Society. Roscoe Bennett was
a truly great Barbershopper for
whose services we shall be eternally
grateful.

The Fruit Belt Chapter and Benton
Harbor hosted the 1953 District Con-
vention and International Prelimi-
nary Quartet Contest. New District
Officers elected at this meeting
were Clarence Jalving of Holland,
President; Loton Willson of Boyne
City and Don Wright of Hudson, Vice-
Presidents; Lou Harrington, Secre-
tary; and Tom Grove of Dowagiac,
Treasurer. Qualifying to represent
Michigan 1in the International Quar-
tet Contest, held that year in De-
troit, were ‘the Onchords of Saginaw
(Bi11 Ahrens, tenor; Earl Keith,
lead; Ed Peitsch, baritone; and Dick
Lee, bass) The Town Criers of Kala-
mazoo (Johnston, Baker, Cook and
Barrett) and the Wolverines of Dear-
born (Rehkop, Sipots, Sipots and
Bond).

.. tao be eoneluded next igsue...

FROM; HUGH A INGRAHAM, CAE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SUBJECT: FITTSBURGH CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS

Pittsburgh, Pannsylvenia — We weren't in Pitsburgh five
minutes before we realized there really is 2 lot of construction
anderway In this city: significamt mmann- ir nlung placs,
and people ding our 44th i ol soan
found thay were right in the middie of it It didn't seem 10
bather anyone, though, 85 our pecple went about the business
of the convention — having fun singing, conducting ths Soc-
ety’s business and picking new guanet and chorus champions.
Though the sun didn’t shine eweryday, for the most part we
couldn't complain too much sbout the westher, Fram the
packed bost cruise on Monday svening to the special sctivities
on the following Sundey, nearly all the planned events were
wall attended and guite successful, Many tock advantage of
the long holidey weekend and took part in the special “Sun-
day in the Park” femivitiss siong with the Pirtsburgh area
chapters.

CONTEST RESULTS

The Civic Arena literally buzzed with singing activities once
the cantest sessions got underway early Thursday afternoon.
It was an exciting time for the first of 48 guarets gathered 1o
sing their way to the internatiosal crown,

Thare was o chunce to "second guess™ the judges’ decision
this year. The Classic Collection [Rocky Mountsin Distriet)
won the contest from start to finish and now proudly wear the
gold medals, Fourth plsce medalists last year, Center Stage
{Pioneer District} took homa the second place silver medals.
Rapeating es third place bronze mads! winnars were the Side
Strest Ramblens (Southwestern Digrict), the Grand Tradition
(Far Western District) came in fourth place; and Vaudeville
(MidAtlsntic District] in fitth place.

Even the “roast” ul ulninu Bab Jnhnwn u\hi:h toak
place b on
did little to s the tension in the packed auditorium, You
could almost feel the elactricity In the air a5 the chorusas
mounted the sisge for their presantations. 11 wai anothar
display of superb singing coupled with artistic showmanship
which challenged the judges. When all the votes wure in, the
Oallss (Metro), Tex. “Vocal Majority” had become 1082
chorus  champions, cutdistancing the rest of the fiald by
103 points. In second place was the “Southern Gatsway
Chorn™ from  Western Hills (Cincinnatil, O, Third place

went 1o the Al is, V. “Hi " In fourth place
the "West Towm Chorus™ of Lombard, lil.; and fifth placa —
the “Peninsulaires’ of Peninaule, Cal.

INTERNATIONAL BOARD ACTION

Faced with a relatieely light agenda, President Merritt
Auman gaveled the board ints session shortly after 8 am. on
Wednesdey. The board discunsad esch of the committes re-
POrts; Eting on thowe necsnary.

The board voted to increass the adult convention regis:
tration fee to S40 starting with the S1. Louis Convention in
1884, The incressed Tee will cower buting.

Membaership Development Mansger Tom Cogan's program
using volurmeer fisidmen was sdopted = part of President
Aumnan's five-year plan.

Bids for the 1986 Intarnational Conventian wers received
from Hartford, Connecticut and Salt Lake City, Utsh with
the awarding of the mtm to Saly Lake City,

The ratiring Int't Staff
Directar Bab Jvhmqn Wil unanimously sdopted:

‘“WHEREAS, ROBERT D. JOHNSON is reticing #s Dir-
wctor ‘ot Music Education and Servicss of SPEBSQOSA,

Inc. and

WHEREAS, ha has been & member of the Internstional

Otfice Staff for twenty (20] years. and

WHEREAS, during that period he has served the Society

with dignity, dedication, and honor, and

WHEREAS, through hiz stforns Sarbershop  Hermany

has becoms a well respected and acknowledged form of

music both hars snd abroad, and,

WHEREAS. hi love of the Society and the form of music

i perperuates & without bournds,

BE |T THEREFORE RESOLVED: that the International

Board of Direstors, nnmlnq body of EPEBSQSA,

Ing., herety officially i g 1o FAobert D.

Jﬂ!moﬂ i — and a

magnificent Blrberw:lwu

Dated this 30ih day of June, 1882 in Pittsburgh, Pa.'

MNeedissy 1o say, pressntation of the resolution on 8 hand-

somely framad serofl brought tears of joy 1o Bob Jobnson,

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The following memberss were: slscted 1o take office on
January 1, 1983 and servs through the calendar year as inter-
national officers: President. Henry 5. Vomacka (Ssresota.
Fla, — Sarasota, Fla Chapter); Immediate Past Prasident,
Merritt F. Auman {Lebanon, Pal; Internationsl Vice Pres-
ident-Traasurer, John T. Gillespie (Kalemazoo, Michi): Inter
national Viee President Gil Lefholr (Kansas City, Mo.): Inter
national Vics President, Wiltism K. Park (Wilmington, Dela.).
Elected a2 Harmony Foundation Trustes was Reedis Wright
{Altadena, Cal.).

duly 9, 1982

MISCELLANEOQUS INFORMATION

Proving the “once-schampion, slways-a<champeon”™ sdage,
our past champion foursomes, from the 1851 Schmirt Bro-
thers To our most recent champs, the Chicago News wers kept
busy all week long. Anytime 3 crowd gatharad you'd hear the
soundi of one of our past champion quartsts,

The champ: presented their own show on Wednesday
evening, and it had to be one of the finest ever. Fasturing
the distinctive sounds af six champlon guartets [Schmin
Btom Bhuptm Srudeﬂ! Union, Grandma's Boys, Boston

porium and Chicage Newil, the show
mm to build to the grand finsle including champion
quertet men dating beck 1o the forties.

A standing owation and an unfargettabis moment came
with the appearance of Vern Reed, tengr of the Buffalo Bills
of “Music Man" fame. Unfortunately, Vern suffered tom lige
mmants 21 he waet leaving the sisge on Wednesday snd was
unatis 1o appest as master of ceramonies for the “Saturday
Moght Show.”

Rendom Productiony of Noeth Hollywood. Cal. coversd
much of the convention for possible ssle  to either com-
maercial, pabiic or cable TV, Their video tapes will become part
of the Society's archives.

“RAesganomics'’ mads PFBS (Public Broadesst
Services] coverage of this year's convention impossible, we
were plessed to hear that PBS still has high hopes for cover-
2= of next year's event in Seattla.

PM Magazine 2eroed in on our Friday sctivities with the
main focus on the Mass Sing. It is not known at this time when
thelr coverage will be alred,

John Milier, former bass of the 1870 champion Grandmas's
Boyl, came out of the Chorditorium sudience to join the
quartet for one song. The quartst did thair famous toy sol-
dier routine and Miller neaver missed a beat

It was 2 memorable week for ratiring Bob Johnson, who
wis the object of a lot of sttention all wesk long The large
twtn out for the Mass Sing was evidence of the respect and love
shown Tor this man, There were many wer 2yes a3 the crowd
broke into “For He's 8 Jolly Good Faliow' as he fimished
directing the Mass Sing. In addition to being presented with
& rasoiution by the international board on Wednesday and the
subject of » “roast™ on Saturday afterngen, Johnsan received
& sp=cial "Bub™ Thomas caricature on Saturday evening.

Despite a depressed sconomy, support for the Socisty's
SERVICE PROJECT, the Institute of Logopedics, was much
in wwdence all week long, The annual raffle of district gifts
brought in nesrly $8.000; this amount, plus seversl other
rmuscellanecus cash contributions, will make the yess's towml
the largert ever. Special guests a1 the Logopedics Brwakfast
were Dan McGrove, an Institute teacher, along with Mark, &
Canadien student who has made fine progress ot the Insti-
tute. Dr. Frank Kletfner, Institute Director, was also present
and gave @ sTatus report on |natitute sctivities. He was espec
iglly pieased with the Socisty’s support end expressed his
grateful sppeeciation.

Both Fridey's quartet finals and the “Saturdsy Night
Show” moved slong a1 8 brisk pace much to the delight of
the sudiences. Though the “Saturdsy Night Show™ was
emation-packed (the wributes 10 Bob Johnson continued).
M|wfmmmunndmzummdmnmmm

d chotus ch d an g 7
A much mofe refaxed sudienca showed its sopreciation for
the splendid performances they had ssen all week long. The
show was & fitting close to a funfilied, emotion-packed
weesi

AWARD WINNERS

Winners af the 1982 public ralations awardi were & fol
lows:

Boston Common. quartet — for ther trip to Gevmany,
Spring, 1982

Center Stege guartet — for their PM magazine festure in
July, 1981,

Tarry Jordsn (Alexsndeia, Va.) — for arranging for pub-
lity on TODAY SHOW, October, 1881,

Long Beach, Cal. Chapter — for thair nationzfly televised
appearance st Angels/Brewers baseball game, May 28, 1882,

Voca! Majority Chorus (Dallas Metro Chapter] — singing
for President Reagan, Vice President Bush and thair wives in
Housten, July 15, 1982,

Top Five bulletins:

151 — OVERTONES (Editor Dick Teetars) St Paul, Minn;

2nd — PRIDE PIFER (Editor Jerry Siivar] Waterloo, fa.;

Jd — LIVINGSTON TUNE-TYPE |(Editor Jim Coxl
Livingston, N. J.;

4th — HAPPINESS EXPRESSIONS |Editor Jerry Peter
man) Denison, la.;

5th — GAZEBO. GAZETTE (Editor Lowsl Shank! Bow:
ling Green, Ky,

General Convention Chairman Jack Owsns and his Greater
Fittsburgh  Ares wmktrt did a grzat job of pressnting &

Tun, convention, Fictures and more

detailed information, including scores, will appear in the
September-October HARMONIZER.




What's Next ?

AUGUST

1-8 Harmony College, St Joe, MO

4 Meadowbrook Spectacular

27-29 Harmony Round-Up (Mini-HEP)
Eastern Michigan, Ypsilanti

SEPTEMBER

1-6 Harrisville Harmony Happening

OCTOBER

15-17 Fall Convention - Grand Rapids
23 Sault Ste. Marie Chapter Show

NOVEMBER

6 Benton Harbor - St. Joe Chap Show
20 Detroit #1 Chapter Show

DECEMBER

3-4 C.0.T. School

JANUARY - 1983

27-29 Mid-Winter Conv. - Sarasota
FEBRUARY

12 Oakland County Chapter Show
26 Monroe Chapter Show

APRIL

9 Coldwater Chapter Show

9 Grand Rapids Chapter Show

16 Boyne City Bush League Contest
22-24 Spring Convention -

30 Battle Creek Chapter Show

MAY

8 Kalamazoo Chapter Show
JUNE-JULY

26-2 International Convention -
Seattle, Washington

2nd Place

CENTER STAGE -

SATURDAY NITE FEATURE -~ 42nd Place

(no picture available)

AT ACCTOD

POINTE CLASSICS - 48th Place

13th

ATV ST
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