


PIONEER DISTRICT HOUSE OF DELEGRATES’ MEETING
Briarwood Hilton Inn, Ann Arbor, Michigan
April 26, 1980
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PIONEER DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTOR'S MEETING

Horse Head Lake, Michigan
July 26, 1980
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Support Your Chapter With Your Attendance
and Recruiting Effort.



from the

FRBSIDENT

by Fran Jones

1981 - THE YEAR TO RE-MEMBER

Our new International President, Burt
Huish, has designated 1981 to be the "Year
To Re-Member" with obvious emphasis on a
Society-wide membership campaign with an
established goal of 5% net membership in-
crease for each chapter.

In keeping with this effort, the Pio-
neer District has formulated a new commit-
tee, Membership and Extension, chaired by
our Past President, Don Funk, with the as-
signment of assisting our district chapter
Membership Vice-Presidents with membership
drives, utilizing the "Auditions for Ad-
missions" and the "Open House" programs.
Check with your chapter M.V.P. for the
dates he has scheduled and give your chap-
ter a boost by 1ining up some names and
addresses of potential new members.

As we all know, getting new members is
only half the battle. Retaining them is
equally as important. We feel that part
of the retention problem is a Tlack of
knowledge about the individual chapter,
the Society and Barbershopping in general.

To assist your chapter in this area,
we have asked Don to provide your M.V.P.
with ideas and suggestions for developing
a "New Member Orientation Kit", which
would contain not only the International
Guest Kit, but more importantly, some in-
formation about your chapter, your chorus
and Director, your history, your goals, or
whatever information you can put together
to instill interest and develop pride in
your new member.

The third area 1in which Don and his
committee are concerned, is in the devel-
opment of new chapters. For this task, we
ask for your assistance. If any of you
have any ideas, suggestions or information
that would be of value in the formulation
of a new chapter in our district, please
contact Don Funk as soon as possible. His
address is 1451 Harvard, East Lansing, MI,
48823. We will all be very greatful for
your help.

In addition to chapter membership, the
district has also established a concentra-
ted effort in the areas of "Music Educa-

tion" and "Communications."

Keep your ear to the ground for infor-
mation on Bill Butler's "Operation Direct
Hit." The news of this program will be
breaking in the next few weeks.

Please give serious thought also to
attending the "Quartet & Coaching Clinic"
at Eastern Michigan University the last
weekend in February. Even as a "non-coach"
and a ‘"non-quartet member", I have ob-
served these "pros" at work with gquartets
and have been astonished at the results
they have achieved with their bag of musi-
cal tricks. There 1is something to be
learned by all of us in the field of musi-
cal technique. I guarantee you won't be
sorry you attended.

Rusty Ruegsegger, our Troubadour Edi-
tor, has also taken on the job of District
Communications Officer with the
assignment of opening up some of
the communications pipelines that
have become clogged over the
years. He will be working with
chapter bulletin editors and (ﬁ"‘
public vrelations men in the AL
areas of all internal and ex- s
ternal communications. Your ideas and sug-
gestions in these areas will also be ap-
preciated. Let's "Tell The Whole World
We're In Love" with Barbershop. In spite
of what you may have heard, this is NOT a
secret Society.

These projects can only be successful
if we work to help each other in our indi-
vidual chapter and share our ideas and
successes with other chapters. The result
will be a prosperous district and a pros-
perous Society. Our joint efforts will,
indeed, make 1981 - THE YEAR TO RE-MEMBER,

BITS & PIECES...c0 e

Quotable quote...from Rae Seely, director
of the Devil Mtn. Chorus, Walnut Creek, CA
on Stage Presence:

"It doesn't go a lot of good to sing about
Tove when you look like your wife starched
your shorts!"

..from Bob Arnold, bulletin editor for the
Dallas 'Vocal Majority'..."Our Chapter has
grown to 164 members with about 110 to 120
out each Thursday night. We have from 25
to 100 guests each night. Our objective is
to hit 200 members by mid 1981 and to put
150 on stage in 1982 at International."



A GREAT LOSS TO BARBERSHOPPERS

We, of the Grand Rapids Chapter, as
well as the whole Society, will miss Rob-
ert H. (Bob) Walker.

His passing, in November, 1980, after
77 years of very active 1life, will bring
sadness to many. :

In addition to being a loving and car-
ing husband, father and grandfather, he
was very dedicated to his work as salesman
for Wolverine World Wide Show Company; he
was one of their top salesmen for many
years,

In addition to the above concerns, Bob
always seemed to find time for his favo-
rite hobby. You guessed it - Bob had been
a Barbershopper since 1942,

His many Barbershopping accomplish-
ments are as follows; A member of the Pio-
neer District Hall of Fame - served as
District Secretary from 1944 to 1946 -
District President from 1946 to 1948 -
sang tenor in the Travellers Quartet for
many years.

He was very active in helping to or-
ganize new chapters during the 1940's and
1950's, such as Niles, Sturgis, Marcellus,
Three Rivers, Benton Harbor, Big Rapids,
Ionia, Belding, Greenville, Ithica, Alma,
Cadillac, Traverse City, Beulah, Manistee,
Ludington, Hart, Whitehall, Mackinaw City,
Sault Ste. Marie, Alpena, Reed City and
Petosky.

Bob initiated the Barbershopper of the
Year Program in the Grand Rapids Chapter.
His Travellers Quartet spent many hours in
World War II entertaining wounded service-
men at Percy Jones Hospital in Battle
Creek, Michigan.

He served as President for the Grand
Rapids Chapter in 1960, and was a big help
with getting chorus competition organized.
For many years he was a top ticket seller
for the Great Lakes Invitational.

A true Salesman of Barbershop was Ro-
bert H. Walker. He will be greatly missed
by his family and his many friends and as-
sociates.

With the weather here in Pioneer being
what it is, I thought you might enjoy a
little limerick I picked up:

I sneezed a sneeze into the air,

It fell to earth I know not where;
But hard and cold

Were the looks of those
In whose vacinity I snoze!

35th ANNUAL BUSH LEAGUE CONTEST

by Bill Butler

The 35th Bush League, a 1la Boyne City
first started in the Spring of 1946 and
has been a continuing event each year ever
since. I'm guessing there aren't many
chapters 1in the entire Society that can
boast about an Annual activity with that
kind of success. The Bush League contest
was the brainchild of the venerable LOTON
WILSON, Mr EVERYTHING in Barbershop his-
tory; songwriter, arranger, Voice Expres-
sion Judge (an old category prior to In-
terpretation), has held all Chapter and
District offices and has been an Interna-
tional Board Member. I know of no other
event that embodies the true spirit of
Barbershop in the manner that Bush League
does. It is a great fun weekend spent in
God's country (the air is pure) and the
Boyne City Chapter as hosts certainly have
the reputation of rolling out the red car-
pet and really make you feel welcome as
friends and competitors. Registrations
are open for quartets up to contest time
on May 2, 1981. The feature quartet for
the event this year will be the 'Sounds
Around.' The evening show on Saturday fea-
tures the Champion of the contest, the
runner-up, and last year's Champs, 'A Pos-
itive Endeavor,' from Traverse City. Any
quartet that has not placed in the top
three 1in District Competition is eligible
to compete. Previous Bush League Champions
have gone on to become District Champions.
You do not have to be a registered quartet
to enter. Plan to be there in Boyne City
on May 2, 1981, with or without your quar-
tet, and have a memorable, fun weekend.
I'11 see you there.

Guests don't
“just show up”’

() &

. « « dOmeone

inviles them /

Have you invited
a guest lately?




PIONEER DISTRICT QUARTET AND COACHING CLINIC REGISTRATION

FEBRUARY 28-29 ,MARCH 1, 1981

PLEASE REGISTER

TOTAL FEE:

Name of Quartet

$ 45.00 PER M2N

OR
Coaching student
QUARTET PERS: TENOR BARI
LEAD BASS
ADDRESS AMOUNT OF DEPOSIT:
(Minimum Deposit)
CITY ZIP $20,00 = Student Coach
$80.00 = Quartet
PHONE
(Area) Please make all checks & M.O.s
CHAPTER payable PIONEER DISTRICT SPEBS(QSA
_ Deposits will not be refunded after
Mail to: W.D. (Bi11) Butler DME Feb. 16, except for cases of illness,
33748 Pawnee Dr. or death in the family.
Westland, MI 48185
Ph. (313) 721-4747
LIMITED ENROLLMENT---—- DON'T BE LEFT OUT----REGISTER NOW

In the Spring a Barbershopper’s fancy
turns to Boyne Country

and the

SN A LA L,

Boyne City Bush League Show |

and Quartet Contest f:
Saturday, MAY 2, 1981 /

OFFICIAL ENTY BLANK
35 I ANNUAL BUSH LEAGUE CONTEST

Boyne City, Michigan

Quartet Name

Contact Man

Tenor

Lead

Baritone

Bass _

Chapter Name

New Quartets and those not registered with International are weicome.
NQ ENTRY FEE REQUIRED

Registration fime 9:00 A.M. to1:00 P.M. May 2, 1980

o A T T B N W

=]

{

Entry deadline AMay 2
Program deadline April 15

Returnto: Harold G. Mason
5117 cake Grove Rd.§

Petaskey, MI49770¢

3 3 s T e T



DUES INFORMATION.....

If you're always on the 1lookout for
new members, as we ALL should be, one of
the first questions you are going to be
asked 1is "How much does a Society member-
ship cost?" The answer to that question
depends on a lot of different things. What
I've tried to list below are all the dif-

ferent conditions which will determine how
you should answer that question.

ATl charges, up to the Chapter portion
have been completed for you. When you in-
sert the proper amount, you will have the
total dues a member will be required to
pay. I suggest that you clip this chart
and carry it in your wallet.

INTERNATIONAL DUES STRUCTURE

Additional International District Sub- Chapter Total
Fee Dues Dues Total Dues
*New Member 7.50 30.00 10.00 47.50
*New Member - Student 7.50 15.00 5.00 27.50
Dual Member 7.50 30.00 10.00 47.50
Dual Member - Student 7.50 15.00 5.00 27.50
Dual Member - Senior 7.50 15.00 5.00 27.50
Reinstated Member 7.50 30.00 10.00 47.50
Reinstated Member - Student 7.50 15.00 5.00 27.50
Renewal 30.00 10.00 40.00
Renewal - Student 15.00 5.00 20.00
Renewal - Senior 15.00 5.00 20.00
Late Renewal 2.00 30.00 10.00 42.00
Late Renewal - Student 2.00 15.00 5.00 22.00
Late Renewal - Senior 2.00 15.00 5.00 22.00
Life Member 10,00 10.00

*New Members - never before Barbershoppers - have the option of joining under the

INSTALLMENT program.
signs up, the second six months later.

Install. New Member
(1st Payment) 7.50
(2nd Payment)

Instal. New Member - Student
(1st Payment) 7.50
(2nd Payment)

15.00 5.00 27.50
15.00 5.00 20.00
7.50 2.50 17.50
7.50 2.50 10.00

The program includes two payments: the first when the member

JIM STEVENS IS LEAVING PIONEER DISTRICT!
Shame on Him. We hate to Tose him. He is
our Assistant Director of Music Education,
a fine and talented Barbershopper and mu-
sician. I'm proud to call him a good
friend. We'll miss you, Jim, so PLEASE
hurry back. Jim is moving to Houston, Tex-
as, and going into Show Biz on a profes-
sional basis, just to see whether he likes
it or not. He will be appearing with a
duo called "The New Minority" (Of course,
it will be a trio when Jim joins them.)
at the Albert Pick, in Houston, on a six-
month contract. Jim will handle the sound
and lighting as well as sing with the trio
and play the keyboard electricand mogue
synthesizer. Best wishes and Good Luck,
Jim.

NOW--- Do NOT send any more registra-
tions for the Quartet and Coaching Clinic
to Jim. Send them to me, Bill Butler, as
noted on the registration form attached in
this issue.

Registrations are coming in fast, but
we still have room for a few more quar-
tets, and coaching students. Speaking of
coaching, it would be great 1if more of
you would take an interest in learning to
be coaches. We have quartets that are con-
stantly looking for a coach. Even if you
never intend to share your talents by
coaching, you, as a Barbershopper, Chorus
Director, etc. will learn a lot about what
good barbershop singing is all about., Try
it, you'll Tike it!

Bi1ll Butler



Detroit To Welcome Barbershop Throngs......

Thousands of Barbershoppers and their
families will be heading to Detroit in
July, 1981, to savor the finest quartets
and choruses in the world. Among the
sights and sounds will be the largest
Headquarters Hotel in our history...the
famed Detroit Plaza in the dramatic Ren-
aissance Center.

Quartets and choruses will be perform-
ing daily in the Hart Plaza between the
Plaza Hotel and the Cobo Arena, site of
the contests, along with the Mass Sing in
a special outdoor ampitheater.

Members and wives will be five minutes
from Canada, just across the river (where
the dollar goes further) and will tour
world famous Greenfield Village and Henry
Ford Museum of nostalgia and yesteryear.

Five antique trollys will carry Barber-
shoppers from downtown to the Arena and
the Headquarters Hotel...and they'll be
topped off from time to time by quartets

who will entertain enroute.

Registrations are available for this
biggest of all events in Barbershopping
for $30 Adult and $15 Junior. No special
forms are needed (although they are in
each HARMONIZER 1if desired). A1l that's
needed is a note with the name and address
and the correct check, sent to the Inter-
national Office in Kenosha.

Eee—e——— - - .  — =~ ——e—— == —

In the photo below, the Detroit
Plaza, the headquarters hotel, is
in the upper right. The circular
building, right center, is the Cobo
Arena, and the open ares in between
is the Hart Plaza.

In the lower portion of the pho-
to, can be seen the two passenger
boats which make hourly runs down
the Detroit River to beautiful Bob-
Lo Island, an amusement park in the
mouth of Lake Erie.
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Barbershoppers Voice Their Love To
The Tune Of $3 Million Plus

“"We have a love affair with the kids at the
Institute,” the Most Happy Fellows toild a
show audience in Wichita this spring. The
1977 International Champs had spent the
afternoon entertaining and being enter-
tained. Some of the Institute of Logopedics
children, like Leslie, were intrigued as
much by the moustaches as by the songs
they shared!

INSTITUTE OF LOGOPEDICS

2400 Jardine Drive Wichita, Kansas 67219




MONROE CHAPTER NEWS
The Monroe Chapter Officers for 1981 are:

President, ....... .KURT HOVEMEYER
Membership V.P., .WILBERT MATTHES
Program V.P., ccvevnne LON SARGENT
Secretary, ceececccceee JACK READY
Treasurery ....... WELDON PHILLIPS
TrUSTERS: s ivineeweanas TED MILLER

.............. AL PIXLEY

.......... DON SCHROEDER

Immed, Past Pres., ..GORDON SAUER

I'm sure I speak for the entire Monroe
Chapter in thanking the retiring President
Gordon Sauer, and retiring Trustees, Chuck
Checker and Gene Finley, for a job well
done.

Roger Barnes 1is our new Chorus Direc-
tor. In previous years, Roger has direc-
ted the Toledo Chapter and the Maumee
Chapter in the Johnny Appleseed District.
He was also the Director of the Seaway
City Chapter of the Sweet Adelines, and he
directed them to an eighth place finish in
their International Competition in Milwau-
kee, in 1974, Roger brings to us a wealth
of barbershop knowledge and we feel for-
tunate to have him as our director.

In December, we sang Christmas Carols
at our two hospitals and held our Annual
Christmas Party. The quest quartet at our
party was the Sounds Around. These men can
really sing and entertain, and we enjoyed
having them. Our Dundee members and their
wives were hosts for our party the last
two years. Those doing the work were:

MR.(s) & MRS.(s) A1 Gaertner,

Tom Harmer, Pete Hedwall,

Kurt Hoevemeyer, Paul Horn,

Paul Sheldon and Wes Winklemen.
A Big Thank You 1is in order for all these
people.

We are really working on our 17th An-
nual Show to be presented on February 20 &
21, at St. Mary's Auditorium, here in Mon-
roe. Featured quartets are the Harmony
Hounds from Battle Creek and the Boston
Common, our 1980 International Champions.
We're sure it is going to be a great show
and that you will want to see it. For fur-
ther information about tickets, call Jerry
Klaes, (313) 753-9720. As of now, Friday
night seats are still available.

Don Schroeder

GRAND RAPIDS CHAPTER NEWS.....

'Twas the month after Christmas
And all through the hall,

Our whole chorus was stirring
And having a ball.

Qur outfits were sent
To the cleaners for care

For Detroit is approaching
And we'll soon be there.

Clay Shumard, our captain,
Works hardest of all

For he knows that Grand Rapids
Has gotten the call.

Two songs must be ready
In the finest of shape.

So we work and rehearse
And we sing and we'll tape.

To give it our best shot
We know we must do.

Because to all of you out there
THIS ONE'S FOR YOU!

The Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES CHORUS is
indeed proud to be representing our Dis-
trict in the 1981 International Chorus
Competition. The last time a Grand Rapids
Chorus went to International was in 1958,
so we know what an opportunity this is.
After the Fall Convention, in Jackson,
many of our members commented about the
hearty congratulations they received from
fellow Barbershoppers around the district,
often from people they didn't even know.
This just proves something the Grand Ra-
pids Chapter has always felt: "There are
no strangers in Barbershop. Just friends
we've yet to meet."

Get those calendars out, because our
annual show, "The Grand Rapids Great Lakes
Invitational,"” is Jjust around the corner.
The Blue Grass Student Union AND the Hap-
piness Emporium will headline the show a-
long with Black Velvet, The Nitty Gritty
Goodtime Four, and The Great Lakes Tide.
Saturday, April 11th, is a night you won't
want to miss, so drop us a Tine for tick-
ets! From all of us, take care and we'll
see you April 11th or in Traverse City.

Phil Wilder

When you are
too busy to sing,
you’re too busy!



What's Next ?

FEBRUARY, 1981

14 Pontiac Chapter Show

21 Oakland County Chapter Show
21 Lansing Chapter Show

20-21 Monroe Chapter Show

MARCH, 1981

7 Grosse Pointe Chapter Show
6-7 Wayne Chapter Show

14 Huron Valley Chapter Show
28 Port Huron Chapter Show

APRIL, 1981

4 Battle Creek Chapter Show

4 St. Joseph Valley Chapter Show

11 Grand Rapids Chapter Show

24-26 Spring Convention - Traverse City

MAY, 1981

1-2 Coldwater Chapter Show
2 Boyne City Bush League
9 Kalamazoo Chapter Show
JULY, 1981

5-11 International Convention - DETROIT

Here's the 2, story

The hard-luck award for 1980 went to
Bil1l McFadden, who sings with the General
Assembly, from Research Triangle Park.
While traveling from their North Carolina
home to Salt Lake City last summer, Bill
had eight, count 'em, 8 FLAT TIRES! He
thinks now that he may have bent the axle
on his trailer with the first blowout and
that mishap Tled to all the others. It's
experiences like these that lend extra
meaning to the phrase "Home Sweet Home!"

Another couple, from the same chapter,
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Bill and Betty Haffley, extended their va-

cation by visiting Lake Tahoe. They were
enjoying a leisurely swim in the cool wa-
ters when they discovered they were in an
area set aside for NUDE BATHING! No word
as to what triggered this realization but
Bill swears that he and Betty were, uh,
“non-conformists!”
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TROUBADOUR DEADLINES

Some of you have expressed dismay at
having just missed a deadline with the ad-
vertisement to your upcoming show. So, in
order to prevent this from happening in
the future, here is the schedule we will
try to adhere to henceforth:

For Articles to Information must
appear in this be given to the

issue... editor by...
FED = MAP 4 & 5.5 5 50w m % & woa - G8A 1
Apr - May Mar 1
dun =Jdul & . . ... s e e v . .. May 1l
Aug - Sep Jul 1
0EBec NOV o o o 4 o v @ sve i e @ SERE)
Dec - Jan Nov 1

Please check your significant upcoming
dates and determine NOW when publicity
must be available for inclusion in the
TROUBADOUR.  Remember, it is still your
most economical way of telling every Bar-
bershopper in Pioneer District about your
event, -- and -- if you just happen to
sneak all the information into an article
and camouflage it as Chapter News -- it's
FREE! Every Chapter budget should be able
to handle that.

AN INCORPORATED, NON-PROFIT, FRATERNAL AND EDUCATIONAL SINGING SOCIETY

“we sing . .

. that they shall speak”



