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Off The Davenport 
Well, we aren't going lo lose the Troubadour. We 

have had some wonderful offers lo take over lhis job 
and your new edilor will be formally announced at 
our upcoming District Convention in Bay Cily . 

When, in 1961, we first took on this job as editor 
of this publication, we were appalled at the resentment 
of some of our membership toward our International 
organization's raising of our dues. Here we are in lhe 
same situation again. . . However, there should be 
no resentment this time around. Read how guest 
editor Doran McTaggart, Windsor Chapter, views our 
new increase in dues: 

Our International Board has recently adol:)ted: 
1. A program of additional musical services Lo the 
membership to provide two additional Musical Education 
and Services Department Field Men and necessary sup
port persotmel and equipment for lhe expanded musical 
program. 
2. A program to meet added administrative operating 
costs due:, to inflation. 

The two men joining the Musical Education and Ser
vices department under the direction or Robert D. 
Johnson will function in all facets of the Society's 
mus.ic program but will be assigned spec ial areas of 
responsibility in the fields of arranging and quartet 
development respectively. Under the new program, 
each district will receive approximately six weeks of 
personal s e rvice from the Mus ical Educ:ation and Ser
vices Department each year (a bout two weeks a year 
from each member of the department). 

These programmes are to be financed by an Interna-

ues se an 
membership year commencing April 1, 1969. Approxi 
mately lwo thirds of the dues increase will provide the 
expanded mu.:>ical services with the remaining one 
third going to co,·er increased admini::;trath·e expenses 
due to lhe constant inflation over the past seven years. 

Any increase in dues is bound to create discussion 
among Lhe general membership and this is a healthy 
sign. Let's take a look at what has happened in our own 
families during the last seven years. Prices for food, 
c lothing, housing, utilities, services, etc . have increased 
and so (hopefully) has our earning power . Our Interna
tional board too has had increases in operating costs, 
salaries to employees, etc . 
Although we may not like it, 
I really do think that an 
increase in International 
dues is not out of line. I 
like to look at the expanded 
musical programme as be ing 
a plus quantity. If the Pioneer 
District can have the services 
of Bob Johnson and his two new 
musica l assistants for lwo 
weeks each year, then I feel 
that the Society is trying to Doran McTaggart 

help me musically. To take in a work session with Bob 
Johnson is a !ways an uplifting experience. I think any 
man who has wanted to better his quartet 3inging will 
find he lp with the new quartet promotion man to be 
hired. The Lhird man will be an expert in arranging 
Barbershop music . Wilh leadership and guidance in this 
a r ea our society's budding arrangers will be helped and 
each one of us will benefit by an increase in arrange
ments for us to sing . 

For a Lhri.fly Scol to ag r ee with a dues increase is 
not usually compatible, but since it has taken place 
a lready the only consolation I have is to be OPTIMISTIC. 



• 

From the 

Pen of the Pres ident 

... GENE GILLEM 

I.e are fast approachin the time ior spring con 
\'€ntion. 

1 would like to see PVery chap er in ur District 
tther r~presented by a chorus. quartet or a dele ation 

(at least). Ve are finding some chapters do not have 
une member in attendance. Realizjnt: ·e all cannot 
ath:nd every Barbershop function that goes on, this 
should. noneLheless. be numl.Jt:r one on our list. 

Our quartet parlicipation LS deplorable . As I han~ 
pre\·iously slated, \\ ht-n we have no attendan<:e at a~. 
from som chapters and ~o few quartets in compeuuon 
there :.eem:. to be fi.eneral apathy. It is your convention 
so pleas!.' try to attend . 

A:. to quartets, we. th Distnct Board, feel we might 
have part of the problem svlved. You individual mem 
bers and/or quart •ts that ffiH·e expounded the ,·alue 01 

the doubl -panel judging \\ill be happy to know we will 
lk usin just su ·h a panel m the Spring and Fall Con
test for 1969. We know that this is not the complete 
sulution; and not beinp; able to please everyone, we 
hope that you will take advantage of this opportunit~ to 
register s a quartet and sine: for two judges in each 
category. We also hope to have more than just five 
minutes at the critique for t..'ach quartet or chorus, as I 
know most quartets and chorus directors do not ieel 
the)! get adequate time with each judge. Participation 
is the key to a successful con\'ention . 

B} lhe lime you have read this rcpurt, we will have 
held an area counselor and district off icers training 
s c hool in Lansing on March the Blh. We know that the r e 
is alwavs som dhin tr lu learn and we hope to upgrade 
the quality of rner1 that are in administrative positions 
in the di:slrit't IJy conduc·ting and attend ing these .,chouls. 

\\'e hope this } ea r to also ha\•e a chorus direct<)!'' s 
sehoul. climaxE>d by a quartet rn.·trul'lional period that 
we ieel wlll be conducive lo b tter quartets and a lso lO 
encourage those who are neophyte,. 

I kno\\ that a ll Chapter Presidents and Area Coun 
selors are in rcct!ipl oflhe "Harmony Week Kit" with 
the fauulous FlintstonE> r cording ,·ery popular at this 
time. We should be able to make some points on all 
local le\·~ls if these are utilized tO th€' fulle st extent. 
Please r •ad th' CO\'Cr letter and take advantage of this 
opportumty that should help ell this ~real hobby of ur -. 

HELP HELP H.r::LP 

Four ye:u·. ago or so. we t ok on the responsibi 
lity of helpmg to underwdte th cost of a t·hild, or in 
our cas Lee and Rich--the set 01 twins we are spon-
Orln~ at\ ichita. The funds for th!s year ha\'e all 

but run out and if, and until. we haye another Lo=-o
pedics Spec cular, there lS a hance they wtll ha\'e to 
be sent hom~ due Lo lack of tund . I am in esstn e 
aski each Chapt r lO analrze -heir contributi ns to 
this cause and, well--- -- let your conscience b<.< your 
~ide. 

AREA C {~ ELOR Area 

REPORT Bud Carpenter 

The Area 9 Chapters (Flint, Sag inaw- Ba) and Holly
Fenton) held lh<: 1r quarterly Quad - Chapter l\lccting 
wilh Pontiac on February 18th. Holly- F nton host d 
!.he funct10n. V. e had ent rtawment ga lore wHh thf' 
RE 0 AIRES and the C 'RBSTONE ERE. 'ADt::RS 
of Pvntiac, the BEA,· TOW~ FOUR of Sa inav.: -Bay. 
and the VAGABO . ·o~. one uf the Distnct ' m-w~st 
quartets. We were als) treatt:d w1Lh an wfurmal quar
tet from th Lanstn Chapter who came to promote 
their "wing -din .. in April. 

A quick board meetinc: ,..,,as held durin_ mh:rmasst m. 
It was dectded that we w ld ha\'e a Memonal Day 
weekend "Campout'' f.Jr Lhe Di trict lffit-\\llf:re in 
the Hully -F nron and P ntiac area . \\c hope th1 will 
b.? the kil'k-oH lo a ba~ summer of Barlh.rsh ppu ~ for 
th~.e Pioneer DIStr ict. Ot(k Guerm of Punuac is now 
lo .aling a campsit for the affatr. Lyle Hov.ard 01 

P• ntiac, John \\ eann!! 01 Detroll and I3ud Carpelllt.:r ui 
agmaw-Ba ·are planmng an informal pr !!ram. K ep 
~ atchmg for iurth( r inlormat1vn. 

We a lso discus l·d or;aniztn,... a uus tnp t '.tr_.u's 
International Ss -11 on lay 23rd. \\\• ~ t ur h.:Xl 

Quad-Chapter m t>tlrl~ tor . I..w 13 111 Sa-'.;,n:w •. 
The Sa~lllav. -Bay Chapter IS I mkinJ; tur \,ird tu lls 

t. Paddy's Da · Thaw held l.n :\larch 1 G 111 Bay CH\'. 
They at·c als() hard at 'Aork n thP Sprmc: C .rw"' 1tum. 

The Flint Chaptt·r ha- grea plans fo1· th1. ir sh '·' 
cvmtng up Aprrl 19. 

The Hollv-Ftnton Chap er IS p1· pa!'ing lur the 
Spring L<ldPs '1ght to be held April 12. 

Chapter 
News 

Chaptf'r Rt>pos·H·I': 
Dtck Van Dyke 

He re is Lll last t hanc.:c lor your quart (•L £11 s1nb m a 
contest before the Bay C1l\' Spring Clllwent1un. O.C.C. 
1s ho lding- 1ts annua l PRE-BOYNt: COXl ESl un th 
4lh uf April at th K. of C. Hall, 2299 \\d>l 12 l\Iile 
Road in Berkley. You still ha\•e limt' to pre - re_l ll'l' 

by usin~:; the applicauon blank in uur .td \\lw.:h t•an b,• 
found •lstwherc 111 thiS 1ssue ol the Troubadour. It's 
O.C.C.'s first ladres ni!!ht ul Lhe yt:ar. and \\L''rt.: lX

pecl i.ng lhe usua 1 c r JWd 01 aruund 175 ur s. . Sm ~ 
Utic'a-Rod1 ter started this {untest Ls1 l'JG2. en•ry 
quartet that has won it has gone un t '' H th.- B yrw 
CiL\' Bush League Conl~st. Ou1 c •llkSl 11! i..:~uurc 

Dei Docto1· of the KASl!AL D's as em e . ~ t'l! h, \'l' 
qua lllt~d or cerliflt ... d jud!:es; ;..nd. as a,_. ac:.d~d tu·ac
non, we'll ha\'E' th Unca - R hester: d:t Ad~l'ne::. 

Qu;irtet--th~ T.-\, 'TA LIZERS. Pre-r ;.!15 rat on ts 
'4.00 (or ~ .00 at th d r "1d the ftrs pnz b 5 
Your quartet n"ed nut b rt'_,stered tu t> .. ter. I. you 

m. O.C.C. •till' !!:1 lt:r. ~u. All of the rule of Lht> 
Bush L(·ague Contest re applicable to OU!'S. En•ri -

hould IJt> 1n to m~ uy not lat - r tha!l c :30 of th night 
o \\ t:an han: a dra\\ ing for pusili Jns. See ·ou ther 



Chapter Reporter : 
Dick Mue ller 

Huw lime Htcs. Ju sl 57 days left until we ''Sing and 
Sway with Sagl!la\1. -Bay". Yes sir. that big Piuncer 
District Conn·ntiun tS just around lht- cornPr . The 
('ha.irman of the huusu~g commlltet'. doe \\eavcr. has 
asked mt- tu inlnrm all of you fellas who plan on stay
Jog Friday ni~ht, April 25. or Saturda) nigh, April 26, 
or l.>uth. to please get your re~ervation to lum as ·oun 
a poS:>tble. if vou haven't already dune so. Houstng 
faciliti :. are- ftlhng up fast due to another urgamzation 
holdir..g a meeung in Bay City o.n that weekend . We 
still have plenty of roum available, but please gel your 
r~<servalion in nuw. See our convention ad e ls ewher e 
Lll this iSSUt'. 

On Felruary 15, lh~ a:;maw-Ba. Chaptt!r put on a 
fl3C'Irn!:t' chow '\'hll'h "-'"'"?. bo~fit how ior thP Bovs' 
Club ot B:r; Cit\' fur the use Jf thetr rac.-lliues . It was 
hdd tn th· hcaulJ!ul Auditorium of th John Glenn High 
3('hcml. On·r GOO ti<·kets wer • sold fur this ev nt. 
Once 31!.1111 thL ·r imberli.ind Chordsmen. the F'ORE-
CA TER a Ot"\\. but as yet unreg1ster.:d. quartet), the 
B A.- TO\\.' FOUR (\\tlh theLr ne\<1 tenur. Fred KJemtz). 
and the EVERSHA RPS pt>rformed for a VERY plt:a ed 
::l.UdlCnt:t.. 

W.:J "'ere happy w ll •ar th..tt Bud Carpenter was 
appumttd as tht.• new Ar~a Counselor f Jr Ar a 119. Bud 
1 a real hard v. 1rker and a 1_.1ud ~rgantzcr , so I'm uri' 
th • IJlher chapt rs m thts area are equally as pleased. 

PO. 'TI \C Ch pter R.:!porler: 
Btll Pasche r 

Puntiac's mePLmg on February 21 was given a 
ter rtftc boost by the surprise appearance of the 
Maume Valle~, Ohio Chapter. who bussed the dis
tance t J.dd th~.:u· \'Okes to a ~reat e\'ening. 

Puntial' President Lyle Howard and Mau!'llee Valley 
PrE-sident Dick Shm·k even joined in a quat·tet to prove 
that leadership Is nut all wurk and no play (pic. ltl). 

T t>nt_ -h\'e members uf the ".:.Iaume~ Valiey 
Cht rus" r:tng th~ walls Wlth se\·eral v.ell-rehearsed 
numbt:-rs .p:c. "2). Nut to b€ oJUtdont>, Pontiac's 
"Merry , totor Men"< horus counterl:'d wiU1 the show 
tunes from then· very successful (sold out ngain) 
Fellruary 8 "Ht~llday of Harmony•·. 

Ont! of the oldest quartet names in lhe entire Society 
ts the MARKSMEN (pic. 113), a Toledo quartet which 
has been singing all of 25 y ars. It would be interest
mg to lmov.- huw many men ha\"e sung with them dur
ing that l.ime. 

JA(J\SON Ch:~pter Reporter: 
Joe Hubbard 

Well, here it is the end of the month, and we fin 
ished J.muar • with a big blast. There were about 
'10 me from the Sab1naw - Ba)' Chapter, 4 from Holly
Fcntun, lhe> 'ew Hounds from Battle Creek, Hudson, 
and I think L:J.nsing was in on the fun. 

Saginaw-Bay Chapter was trying to tell us sorne
thmg. I think, by the way they were passing out lhe 
little flags telling o[ the up-comins Spring Convention 
on April 25, 26, 27. li Jackson can make it, I think 
P':"'!'"hNiv r.an. Now look, if any oi you Chapters don't 
fl:'e l lhal you ran make it th re, just lel us know and 
we'll sing for vou. Of course, you may not win. but 
what is there to lose? 

We f1n1shed oif Fe )ruar: with a ladies night at the 
HJliday Tnn. The first ul • Iarch ·ill sep us in Hart 
land for a package show. ThiS will be just the start 
uf lhe things lo come, as e\•ery Friday nlghl in the 
month the Jacksun Chapter v.ill b very IJusy. . ...............................•...................• 
: From: President .. Saginaw - Bay Cbapter 
• : To: District Barbershoppers 
: Ba.rbershuppers are a rare breed. Roughly 
: 35,000 men oul of some 60 mHlion (18 years and 
: over·) .. This comes to 58 one thousandths of one . 
: percent of the adult male population . 
: 1500 (plus or mmu ) of this rare breed belong to 
! the Pioneer District. ... "o"' v.·~ are down to 25 len • : thousandths of one percenl. 
: In April, just ma:be. some 40 or 50 percent of : 
: thts 1500, or 675 fusmg 45~) \\"ill converge on Lhe : 
: Sa~;,ma -Ba\' area for the SpriJlb Convention. (We ! 
: keep dropping.) This is .122 one hundred thuu- : 
• sandlhs of one perc~nl. : 

&.1.rc? ,.(Oh, my yes.~' So you say '4 What is the : • meaning 0f all this"!' : 
·•. 'othin", 1 say. except ... if carried a little ! 

furth~r you ·ould find that the quartet is 66 ten : 
millionths of this o\·er-all picture. (Boy, the old : 

0 

calculalur is 1·eally smoking.) : 
Speaking of quartets, how many of you are com - : 

peting? U not, y,·hy nol? Sing in is supposed to be : 
0 

good ior the soul, competiuon is to stirnulate thE : 
blood, and travel is educational. Therefore, by : 
competing you can impro\'C:. your health, satisfy : 

• your suurs image, and f"el a little educalion~ : . ~ . . . 
•········•··········································• 



in~ & u~ay uitlt aginatv Bay 
at the 

1969 SPRING CONVENTION 
International Preliminary Contest 

Bay City, Michigan 

April 25, 26 & 27 
DOUBL£ PANEL JUDGING!l 

Headquarters: 

Newly Remodeled 

Wenonah Park Hotel 

NOTICE: 
Those wishing accommodations for the 25th and 26th, please send for them as soon as possible. 

Due to another convention in this area at the same time, reservations received after March 15th will 
be on a "first come, first served" basis. 

Mail Reservations and Advanced Ticket Requests to: 
Moe Weaver 
708 Marsac St. 
Bay City, Michigan 48706 

Checks and Money Orders payable to SPEBSOSA 
Saginaw-Bay Chapter 
Ouartets S2.00 
Chorus S2.00 
Show S2.50 
After-Gio $2.50 
Total $9.00 

All Events Package $7.00 
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The four chapters of Saginaw-Bay, Fll nl, Holly
Fenton, nnd Pontiac have formed a Quad-Chapter 
Associatio n in whic l1 each thapler ho sts lhe other three 
once a year . These meetings have been highly success 
ful, altes led lo lJy the large participation at FenLon on 
F ebruary 18. 

The walls of lhe meeling hall bulged with men who 
came to sing, a nd s ing they did , as on ly "Barbershop
pers" can . 

Pic . #1 -- The crowd gathers as a gro up from Owosso 
registers, while Gra nt Wright makes out the 
name tags. 

Pic. #2 -- Members fr om Flint and Saginaw Bay arc 
caughl in the coal room, and they don't saem 
t o mind being s een wilh Ro n Gi llies, Dis
trict Vice -President. 

Pi c . #.3 --Some guys from Holly -Fenton soon le t it be 
known that this is go ing to be a r ip- roaring 
singing meeting . 

Pic. 414 -- A few of Pontiac's "Merry Motor Men" talk 
it over before joining in the corner singing. 
The chorus sang later in the program. 



I NT, HOLLY -FE TON 

) TIAC 

\ BETTER PROGRAMS 

PH . =5 -- One of the manv quartets -- the revitaltzed 
CURBSTONE SERL-ADERS'', pasl District 
Champions, sweetens the evening with some 
of their goodies. 

P1c. --The BEAN TOW .. FOUR. v;i.t:h t:ht:> ever-
present hat, bust some "funme " with thei.r 
new anchor man. tenor Fred K1ennz. 

P1c. ><7 -- Pontiac's RESO 'AIRES get serious during 
a sweet s tretch of "Barclay Squar e ' ' . 

Pic. 98 -- The newly formed VAGABONDS give notlce 
that they are suon to be reckont'd wilh in the 
District Contests. 

Pic. ~ -- Last. but ne\·er least, the ·'Kilch n Krew" 
fix the Flint - furnished food. led by Neil (you 
see bim ever ywhere) Norman . 

This Quad - Chapter meeting idea may not be or1gmal 
but other ne1ghborhood chapters m4t"ht benefit rrom a 
stmilar agreement, becau e ir makes for well-packed, 
fast-m.Jving program, enjoyed by alL 

Keep singing, and keep smiling, for YOU may be next 
on camera-- Bill Pascher, District Photographe r. 



In addition lo the SHARPLIFTERS, the Jackson 
Cha_.2ter is proud to have the MID.ilGHT OILERS lo 

appear on our :March 30th show. The MIDNIGHT 
OILERS wert! organized in 1964, and o\·er the years 
ha,·e developed all their own vocal and InStrumental 
arrangements themselves. The u~e of the guitar. banjo 
and bass fiddle, together with their choice of show rna
renal, has given them a na,·or someumes described 
as "barbt!r-folk" -- a blend of barbershop harmony, 
comedy and folk music . 

During the four yeus they have been sin~ing together, 
the Oilers have t1·avc led in exces.> of 50,000 mile::., 
making appearances extensively throughout the Mid
We:>t as well as before audience from Massachusells 
to Florida to California, in Canada, and overseas. 

DETR IT Chapter Reporter: 
Juhn _ 'ieghorn 

Somewhere along the way, I musta been loafin so 
they ga\·e me some kinda nute and sa1d try writm, .. 

The .Iotor City Chorus is settling down a[ter tr;·ing 
several different rehear al places in the past months 
and is now in the Danish Hall, 22711 Grand River. 
It 1:> spacious and has a good parking area. Look us 
up any Monday night. Our choru is lso,with tender 
Iovin care, and good as.:;istance from Bob Winters and 
Mac Campbell, ~e lt ing our Illustrious leader Bi ll 
Buller, back in the groove after his serious illness 
over the Chrislma;, Holidays. He gels extra m ilk 
breaks??? 

Some new mt:mbcrs and new son~s ha ·e created a 
lot of acti\'ilies. \\'e are soundinb like the greal champ
ions again \\'e will prO\·e it in Bay City. 

We are \'ery fortunate to ha\·e. in our chorus Dis
trict officers Pat Ryan and Bill \'arner lo k.eep us in 
touch with the lale ·t news. 

Did ya g-et to .;ee our John\' earing and the -!-FITS 
on Channel 7 at 7 a.m.? Well. 1 did and they were 
superb as usual. 

·ext IS our Pre-Dearborn Octet Contest night, £or 
which John Weanng (our quartet promotion man) has 
lined up the whol chorus to sing in nt least one ocLcl, 
or more. Bert Wes t and the WONDERLADS will also 
headline the meeting. 

Then, come March 21st, the DetroH-Wayne Quarter 
Contest will ue held, and should ri\'al the Detroit
Grosse Pointe Quartet Contest. So. . . "Detroit is 
leading the way, who's to say, look us up anytime.'' 

_'ow ior our wh·es (.Motor City Chorus Wives) who 
are buzzin like bees. They'll be showin us to a sleigh
hay ride in March, and some "bea\·y workin, not much 
talkin" Molor City rootin. goin tO Bay City for contest 
winnm. and then runnin, and a real "cellibratin". 

~n; KEGO Chapter Reporter: 
Jay Smith 

Sweetheart month has come and gone a nd so has 
our 11th annua l SPE B-SQUAW night. Our 1969 queen 
is Esther Oam m , wife of District Executive V.P. Tom 
Damm. Esther was crowned by the past reigning queen 
M.lry Jo Courtright and was presented a bouque[ of 
roses by 1966 queen Fran Hart. 

Some of Esther's achievements in BarbershoppLng, 
as well as wing a busy mother and housekeeper, are 
founding and serving as the president of the . [uskegon 
Chapter of Sweet Adeline-s and also of the Grand Ha\"en 
Chapter. She also held a District office . Esther has 
been ho3tess for some 500 Barbershoppers when they 

were in Muskegon. She was also co-chairman of the 
ladies' events at our Spring con\"ention last year. 

The <.>vening was an outstanding meeting with 150 
ptople attending. The K.-'\SUAL D's did an excellent 
job as emcees. 

The Qakland County Chapter was well represented 
by t o of their new quartets. the O • .o\K-CHIPS and the 
VAGABONDS. The \lona Shores High School mixed 
group called lhe "Allegro's'' under lhe direction of 
Larry Gray a lso were our guests . The "Allegro's" 
re,·eived a s tand ing O\'alion whic h they r eally deserved . 

It was nice to see our good friends Don and Mary- Jo 
Courlrighl back with us again for the evening . 

The chorus is very busy practicing our musical as 
well a getting read · to perform at our annual parade 
of Quartets April 19. Our special guests this year 
will be the BEA~ TOV.:.' FOUR, along wilh a group 
£rom the Unn·ersily of 1i~.:higan, and, o{ course, our 
own quad ts. Our parade will be- held al lhe Steele 
Jr. High thb year instead of lhe Michigan Theatre. 

Webb Scrh·nor, our pre,·ious chorus director and a 
teacher in the Grand Haven School system, is to be 
congratulated as well as his students for thetr out
standing showing they made in the Michigan High 
School Churus District meeting. Barbara Pryor, one 
of Webb's students, received an 1 r ating in the vocal 
solo section, and a II rating in a mixed quartet. 

Several members of our chapter have the lraveling 
fever again. Our president, Dr. P aul Borton, is in 
Jamaica. Our Program V.P., Jack Bennett, and wife 
Wilo1a are spending fi\'e weeks in Florida. Eddie 
Ralya also spent two weeks in the sunshine state. 

We are looking forward to seeing all ot you in 
Saginav. -Bay City in April. 'Till then. remember there 
are unl~ 390 days left 'till the 1970 Spring Convention 
to be held in Mustte.,on. 

Chapter Reporter : 
Morrie Giles 

Once again we are forced to prognosticate in order 
to say lhal our big show was a complete succes& in 
every respect. Actually, at the time of thl.s Y.riling, 
it hasn' t even come off yet, but the copy deadline and 
the show fall concurrently on March 1, making it 
impossible lo look back and say it was a hit. Two 
weeks prior lo the show we were sold out. Does any 
one know of a larger auditorium we could consider for 
future show~ without going all the way downtown? 
Or perhaps we might betler stay where we are and 
run the show for two nights. After all, it might be 
rather difficult to find a place where we would receive 
the co-operation we do from the staff of Henry Ford 
High School. Ob well, just letting my ridiculous mind 
wander aroud a bit. 

I realize that the Troubadour carries almost every
thing except a lonely hearts column. But, I wonder if 
any of you reader s wou ld be inte r est ed in a column 
devo ted lo so lving problems ch r onic in some chapter s, 
yet practically non- existent in others . The president 
or secretary could write in their problem and other 
chapters could reply. via Troubadour or directly to 
the writer, telling how they mastered a similar situ
ation. 

It occurred to me al our last chapter meeting (while 
I was lousing up a quartet) that we belong to a very 
unique organization. In what other group could you 
sing of£ key. wrong v:ord , o r e\•en wrong tune without 



PRESENTS ITS 

SHARP
LIFTERS * 

, • 

For-tune Tellers * 
Noieable rou.r * 
Al-ternators ~ 

J ct:ksOf'la ireCho rtJS * 

OF 

MARCH 3Q1969 

MIDNIGHT 
14- OILERS 

PAf<K51DEAUDJTORJUM 
d.4-00 rOURTH,JACk'SON 

Ticke-ts $d..5D 



any real embarrassment and still get a round of 
applause for a job well oone? 

Don't ever discount the power of advertising in our 
S.P.E.B.S.Q. '.A. publica ions. We recentlv sold our 
clown uutiits o a chapter in Caliiorn·a. · 

Happy Sprtl'b,lim to all of you from aU of us here 
at v.:ayne. 

Don't forgd Harr isv1Ue. 

Minutes 
EXECUTl\'E 

BOARD 
MEETlNG 

9Y LOUIS R HARRINGTON 

A meeling of the Pioneer Distrlct Board of 
Dirc~l rs wa. held at the Capitol , 1'otor lnn, Lansing, 
, l.Jchi;an. on Friday, ~larch 7. 1969. 

The me~un was .. alled lO order by President Gene 
G lem at 9:00p.m. Pn:sent were Vice-President 
Tom Damm. Ron Gtlhes. :\"tlllam \'arner and Don 
Funk: Seer tary Louis Harrington: and Troubadour 
EdHor Jim Davenporl. 

On behalf ()( Treasurer Ryan , Bill \\'arner reported 
that the balaJh.:e in District's bank account as of 
Mlrch 1, 1969 was $6.116.78. 

Various correspond nre re~eived by the Preside nt 
and S c retary was r eviewed. 

Repurt were mad on the prugre·s of Ute vi ita
lions vf Chet Fox of International during the past wet;k. 
week. 

Th.,. Chatr then called ior a report on the response: 
rcc:en·td to the earLh for a new editor of the lichi
"' n Tr..Jub.ldour. J1 m Davet p rt mad~> a detailed 
np rt -.~n per. on. he had discussed the situation .,.;ith. 
Amon~ the persons who had shuwn an inte rest were 
R ~e-r Lew1s of Battle Creek. Pat Ryan of Detrotl, 
T m Fer ega 1..10 behalf of the Frull B ll Chapter. 
Grant Wright of Fenlon, and Dick Van Dyke o.I Oakland 
County . 

After a dJs t· ussiun H was \'Oted to hold a mccling 
of the District Board un Sunday, March 23, 1969 a t 
Lansing and to tnvite all tho e interested in the 
EdH rship to said met:ting. The Board v. ill the n 
ch se an Ediltor in time to make the formal announco:
IDPnt at the Sprmg Dtstrtct cum·enHon in Bay City in 
ApriL 

Yar:ous other matters were di cussed including a 
rene<·o~.· l>t currespondence irom Intern tiona] regard
lOb the Society's scn·ice project. l.Dgop .. •thcs. It was 
als pointed out that the re\·ie\\ of the District's 
llnancing will he again .:m the agenda at the Hous e of 
Delegates meetin~ at Bay City. It wa the unanimous 
senltment ul the Board that to maintain presenl ser
vi e either tht:> present syo;tem mu t remain in op~ra
tion or if the sanc lion t e is. bolish~d. it will be 
necessary tu im:reaSP the District per capita dues by 
one (Sl.OOl dolla r. 

The agenda fur lh(; following morn in~ 's meeting of 
the Distn ~t offict-rs and Area Counselors as set up. 

The met-tin,. adjourned at 1 ·vO , . m. 
R"sp ·t uu:· sutmitt d 

LOLliS R. Harrin ton 
Pwneer D11 tnct cretary 

NOTES FROM 
THE SECRETARY 
LOUIS R. HARRlNGTO 

Nolke is hereby g1ven that the annual Spring Mee t
ing of the Pioneer District House of Delegates will be 
held at Bay City, Michigan, on Friday eveninb, April 
25. 1969 at lh Wenonah Hotel beginning at 9:00p.m. 
Chapters w1shing to present any matter to be placed 
on the agenda must forward same in advance to the 
District Secretary. 
• • • • .. • • * • • • * 

International Quartet Preliminaries, forth purpose 
of qualifying three quartets from the District r )r the 
International Quartet finals. and the District Chorus 
contest will be held on Saturday, April 26, 1969. The 
contests will be staged at the Bay Cily Central High 
Schuol. 1 he Quartet Pre liminaries will be he ld at 
9:30a.m . with the finals at 8:15p.m . The Chorus 
contest will be held at 1:30 p.m. Awards for choruses 
will be in llu·ee classes. Entries for the quart o:! t con
test mu l be filed with lhe International Office at 
Kenosh< as this is an International Contest. Chorus 
entnes are to ue Iiled with lhe District Secretary's 
oHtce. Entry blanks fur both have been matl~d pro-
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spective entries. Interested groups not having an entry 
blank may write to the office receiving enlries. 

* * * * * * * * * * • * * • 
Due to unavoidable delays, the printing o£ the Dis-

trict Directory was held up, bul we hope lo have same 
in the mail to each member by the end of March. 

SINGING 
OUT 

0!\®tf.'\ 
~ 'Vf) 

( I 
Letters To The Editor 

On March 1st, ten O.C.C. members wcnllo Harris
ville, and collected $250.00 from the townspeople for 
the Institute of Logopedics. How's that for a town with 
a heart??? We conlacled Leo Fobarl al tbe home office 
in Kenosha and made arrangements for them lo send us 
the Logopedics film, and Mill Friedrich of Friedrich' s 
Bar in Harrisville made the space available for us to 
show the film in his bar. We had fully intended to try a 
and stimulate some inleresl in the Institute of Logo
pedics in Harrisville, but we didn't ha,·e any plans to 
take home any money for Logopedics. It just happened. 
After the showing of the film (and a banquet-sized lay
out of food the likes of which we have never seen) we 
conducted a question and answer period for lhe 70 -or - so 
people who were galhered there: and before we knew it, 
they were passing a jug around for donations . They 
collected $50.00 in the jug (to our astonishment) and our 
own member, Brad Laughlin. dec1ded to malch il. 
Fred Moebs who owns the Slandard Station in town 
also matched it. Now it's up to $150.00 and we Still 
can't believe our ears. Milt Friedrich donated another 
$50.00 in the name of his Navy sons, Mike and Mark; 
Mr. Odette of the Alpena State Bank donated $25.00: 
the Ladies Auxilliary of the V. F.W. donated $25 .00, 
and there you are, sir .. $250.00 for the lnslilute CJf 
Logopedics and we never had so much fun doing any
thing in our lives. Next year we'll plan the excursion 
a little better, and take our wives and a couple of 
quartets up there around the first of March. 

We, in Oakland County. think that Harrisville should 
be made by District Proclamation, the offidal Capital 
of Barbershopping in lhe Pioneer District , and we will 
introduce a moliun lo do so al the next House of Dele
gates meeting in Bay City. If it comes to pass, why not 
make M11l Friedrich our Honorary Gmrernor? He's 
already an Honorary member of O.C.C. , and Ior all he's 
done for Barbershopping and the Institute of Logopedics, 
I can'l think of a more deserving man. 

Dick Van Dyke 
Oakland County Chapter 

* • * * • * * * * • 
The Annual Spring Meeting of the Pioneer District 

House oi Delegates will be held at the Wenonah Park 
Hotel in Bay City on Friday night. April 25th, al 9:00 
p.m. All chapters are reminded to be sure their 
delegates are present. 

In Monroe . at the October meeling. there was some 
concern lhat lhe House of Delegates meeting was 
closed to everyone except official dele!!ates. This 

situation W::J s s1 mply the result of the una vail ability of 
facilities that wou ld accommodate m )re than 60 men 
(approlt.). Your District Board regrets that this was 
cc.1strued lly some to be an intentional exclusion of 
"Joe Barbershopper ·. This, of course, was not the 
case . 

Fortunately, the fine facilities in Bay City make it 
possible for all interested members of the Pioneer 
District to attend lhe House of Delegates meeting. In 
fact, your District Board sincerely requests that eyery 
member attend. Obviously, the privilege of enter ing 
into floor disc ussion. etc., will be extended only to 
duly authorized delegates. Howev er, it is hoped all 
of you wil l attend to witness your Delegates and Dis
trict Office1·s in action . 

See you at the Wenonah--Friday night , April 25. 
Bari Sing-cerely, 

OBS ERV ER 

Tom Damm 
Executive V.P. 
Pioneer District 

Congratulations lo Don and Beth Gire, who are the 
proud parenls of a baby girl. 
• * • • * * * * * * * * • * 

Announcing the birth of a baby boy are Jim and 
Marlene Smith. The baby has been named Jeffrey. 
* * • * * * * * * • • • * * 

Joe and Mary Anne Coburn have a new arrival at 
Lheir home, a baby girl named Karen Susane. 
* * * • • • • * • * * * * * 

Our best wishes for a speedy recovery gu to Anita 
Conl<lin, who was recently hospitalized. Her husband 
is Warren, member of Detroit Chapter #1. Their 11-
y ar old son, David, who was hit by a car recently, 
is also at home now recuperating. 
* * * * * * * * * * * • * * 

Jim Sandry and his wife Clare are spendmg a 
month's vacation in Hawaii visiting their daughter and 
her husband in Honolu lu. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Our good wishes for a speedy recovery go to Elmer 
Koenig, who recenlly underwent surgery. He 1s a 
Dearborn Chapter member and his love ly wife is 
Anilla. 
• • * • * * * * * * * * * * 

News is oul Lhal the D.:>troil Yachtsmen Chapter ha\·e 
recently merged with Grosse Pointe Chapter. 
* • • • * * • • * * • • * * 

Our heartfelt condolences go to Bob and Marsha 
Wisdom and family on the los:; of lheir 5 ytar old son. 
Todd, who was struck down by a car. 

* * • • • * * * * * * * * * 
Please send news articles. Sing-Cheerily, 

Dora Vogel, 309 Belanger Rd., Grosse Poinle Farms. 
Michigan 48236. Phone TU 5-2094. 



quartet 
news 

THE SHARPLIFTERS, 1967 District Champions, 
have appeared twice on nationa l television -- the Joey 
Bishop Show and an ABC networl!: news special. Their 
singing skill has resulted in an invitation to go on an 
armed services USO tour . The trip, including concerts 
in Japan, Formosa, Okinawa and the Phillipines, will 
take place in 1969. 

THE SHA RPLIITERS are still practicing three nights 
a week plus entertaining folks all over the country al 
Barbershop shows . They hope to finish in the lop len 
in the 1969 International Contest - - maybe even as one 
of the five medalists. (The quartet finished in 11th 
place in July of 1968. ) 

ON 

APRI L 25 - - FRIDAY 

3:00 - 10:00 p . m. REGISTRATION 

8:00p .m. 

8:30p.m. 

'Nenonah Park Hotel 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
MEETING 

Wenonah Park Hotel 

PRE-GWW 
Ball Room 
Wenonah Park Hote l 

APRIL 26 -- SATURDAY 

7 :00- 12:00 a.m.REGlSTRATION 

9 :30 a.m . 

1:30 p.m . 

8:15 p.m. 

11:00 p .m. 

Wenonah Park Hotel 

QUARTET PRELIMINARIES 
Bay City High School 
Auditorium 

CHORUS COMPETITION 
Bay City High Sehoul 
Auditorium 

QUARTET FlNA LS AND SHOW 
Bay City High School 
Auditorium 

AFTER-GLO 
Ball Room 
Wenonah Park Hotel 

ROBERT MILLER 

576 DE SOTO 
YPSILANTI Ml 

I 4 ~ 

48197 

RE'S A BARBERSHOPPER 

M'l.rch 21, 1969 

March 22, 1969 

March 30, 1969 

April 12, 1969 

April18, 1969 

April 19, 1969 

April 25 - 27, 1969 

May 3, 1969 

May 16, 1969 

July 18, 1969 

October 4, 1969 

October 10-12, 1969 

WES MEIER 

P ont'iac Woodsh d Contest 

Battle Creek Parade 

JacK.son Parade 

Great Lakes Invitational 
Grand Rapids 

Pontiac Woodshed Contest 

Flint Parade 

International Preliminaries 
and Spring Convention 
Saginaw-Bay 

Bush League Contest 
Boyne City 

Windsor Parade 

Detroit Moonllght 

Lansing Parade 

Dislricl Contest 
Jackson, Michigan 

TO BE 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

International Immediate Past President Wes Meier , 
from San Diego, Califo rnia, will be giving the key
note address at the Hou_se of Delegates Meeting, Fri
day night, April 25 at our Spring Convention in Bay 
City . 

A member of our Sociely for some 24 years who 
has served us at the International level for over 5 
years, Wes (who is of the "singing" breed) will get 
our upcoming convehtion off to a real good start. 


