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Recently I called J'!lcl< Conk and rashly told hi~ t.na.t t 
could handle the Troubadou:r seeing as he had to give tt 
up. Much to my surpt'il'!e hEl took me seriously so Gang, 
here is ol' Pete at the typewriter coming out with my first 
editorial no less, 

First of all let me say that we plan a few aoditiona to 
our Hne .District paper, one (as you can aee f:rom the cov
er) is a report from the A UTO-TOWNERS on where t:hey 
have been and all their activities and travels, which ~hould 
interest any member of the Michigan District ~ Secondly, 
I have contacted a couple of men in the District to write · 
an article on anything that they felt would help the Mich
igan District. With thil! article 1 invite anyQf!e interel!>ted 
in writing along these linel'l, let's make )t What You Think 
We Ne~d To Make the District Grow and llrosner, 

With this said I would like to state a few things which 
I have been just a little curious about recently. Thia col~ 
unm could be cartooned with a picture of the Michigan 
District asking all the mem)Jers a question that wo1,1ld 
go something like this 11 1 KNOW ALL THAT, BABY 
BlJT WHAT HAVE YOU DONE FOR ME LAT~LY?" 
Are the c~pter officera selling the singing, fellowship, 
fun, new acquaintances, tags, and ~reat coru~;>et1tion 
that can be had at the c;iistr!ct and regional convention!!!? 
I dn n' t think so. How many guys do you know that l'ling ~n 
a ahori,Js con~est and go home? 1f he does not ca.re for 
Quarrets or tags or fun or ererytlingthat goes with the 
convention then that is one thing .. BUT .. ~ if this cat does 
not know what goes on at one of theae shin-digs then the 
blame falls on the members of that chapter tna.t do know 
and don't think to tell thi~ new man. I know alm.oat any 
guy out there who hu been around for three yearf:! ha.a 
seen a new member go to a convention and be trane~fix:ed 
.for weeks. All he can talk abo~t ts the guys in the red 
Jackets who took the time to sing a song for him l.n J;~ome 
hallway and he couldn't understand why they didn't win. 
It ia all part of what happens - let us not be g1•eedy, let's 
share what we have going for us. 

QUESTION: What do you suppose would happen if we 
had lOOC{ attendance at Jackson at the Regional? Let' Iii 

put Jackson chapter in a bind and all show up (I think they 
would love that kind of trouble). 

Also along this vein what about your neighboring chap
er show. When was the last time you attended their show 
and after-glo or wondered how come they haven't been to 
your show recently. I certainly do not expect Nilea to 
attend the Soo ~>how but how about Grand Rapids, Holland 
and Muskegon talking a run down to Kalamazoo on Febru
ary 18th. It is a great show with the A UTO-TOWNERS and 
RENEGADES and Detroit area, ... there is a show in Wind
sor the s~tme night with the FOUR ~ITS and the HARMONY 
HOUNDS. Let' I'! take a loolc ~t what the other guy is doing 
with his show, - we might pick up a few ideas for our own 
shows, not to mention th~ singing, etc, See guys, when you 
attend someone elaes show you don't have to do a darn 
thing but enjoy,enjoy and watch the other guy work. So let 
us share what we have and spread outselves aroundbuebe 
careful, you may enjoy it and then where would you be? 

YOUR, Il:DITOR .. • .... Pete Elkins 

Holly Fenton Has Good Year 
The Holly .. Fenton Chapter is closing o1.1t a very good 

year. Besides members attending various shows and 
picnics, l'!howing of the Cnicago Contest Film by the Flill.t 
Chapler, Pontiac Corn Roast, Dearborn Spring Conven
tiQn, Holland Conte~;~t and Convention, Kenstngto.n Boat 
Ride, our own Chaptet' Picnic, our chorus entering the 
Dearborn Chorus Contest resplendent in our new uniforms 
and, climaxing this with a very successful show, we also ' 
!lPPeared at a number of dinner~, etc, We are lookj,ng 
for an even Qetter yBar under the leadershl.p ot :President 
I)r. Wm. 1!1. DeHart and a very capable E!late fer offi"" .. 9 

for 1967. 
Our annual fall show ''Harmony High~Lighta" last 

November was one of the best yet both in talent and atten
Q.ance. The atter~glo wall a sell-out with many wanting 
to attend but whom we could not accommodate because 
of lack of room, 

Our Pref3ident, Vice President and Secretary are 
planning en attending the Otficers Trainirg School in 
IAn~:~ing ~n Jan\.la:ry anc.t more will be there if they can 
make it, 

Right now our chorus ts planning on entering the 
chorus contest in Jackson in April and is scheduled to 
appear on a variety Bhow for the Fenton Living Theatre 
!Lri!ili in February, 

We are sorry to loose the services of our longtime 
sec.vetary, Lee Thoma~:~. He has held this position for 
a long time and !t will be diffic1.1lt for the new secretary 
to fUl his shoes. He just wants to woodshed tn his 
hearts content. 

Kline Sprag1.1e bas retired from the Bell Telephone 
Company and has moved to Venice, Flol'ida. We wieh 
him the beat of )Jarbershopping in the Sunshine District. 

REPORTER ...... ART BURNETT 

ADVERTISING RATES FOR 
THE NITCHIGAN TROUBADOUR 
Full page: $40, 1/'J page: $30, 1/4 page: 
$20, 1/B page: $15. However, unlesa 
copy is ready for photographing, a. 
minimum of $5.00 wm be added for 
set-up or art work. 
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the 
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RESOLUI'IONS FOR '67 
President .•. Eric Schultz 

If you must be concerned, concern yourself with today, 
don't worry about the future, the future will take care of 
itself. How often have you heard this or some similar 
statement? This, to me, is a sign of complacency, a sort 
of willingness to accept conditions whatever they may 
turn out to be as satisfactory. 

How much better the future would be if we prepared for 
it today. The future to me-is a blank, an empty page if you 
will, waitim!: for us to fill in, and unless we do, il will pass 
us by as empty and blank as the many yesterdays we wish 
we could relive. We can only relive the yesterdays in mem
ory, we cannot make them any better than they were, but 
the planned tomorrows can become better todays. 

So it is with us who have assumed our various duties 
as chapter officers, committee chairmen, area counselors, 
district officers and yes, even as members of this society. 

Let us then resolve that this year of 1967 will be a year 
well planned, and in doing so we will be better able to exe
cute our various duties aod to reap a more bountiful harvest 
of barbershopping tn the Michigan District. Let us resolve 
to hold good wholesome chapter meetings where all members 
bers can participate and enjoy themselves . Let us resolve 
to hold an annual show including our chapters chorus and 
quartets . Let us resolve to support our united service 
project "The Institute of Logopedics", let us resolve to 
support the many district functions to be held in 1967 such 
as the Fi!th Man, Arrangers & Chorus Directors Schools, 
The lnternation Preliminaries, The Regional Contest, the 
House of Delegates Meetings, the District Board Meetings, 
the visits to the many chapters ~- our Internation Field 
Representative, Lloyd Steinkamp and last & what 1 feel is 
the most important resolution .... Support and Co-operate 
with your chapter officers and committee chairman to ac
hieve the goals your chapter hopes to accomplish in the 

coming year. It is by our efforts that they become a reality. 
It is only by planning lhe future together with the cooperative 
effort of every many in every chapter that the Michigan 
District of Associated Cbapterscan collectively achieve a 
full and successful year . Success will not happen by itself, 
it must be fully planned and carefully executed. You as a 
member of this society can make it so if you resolve .. 

"-11111111111' ..... 

Approximately 45%or the Michigan District member
shlp comes up for renewal every 1anuary I, and every 
year we lose a good number of these men, they just don't 
renew their membership, and U you ask them why they 
will tell you they have too many other things to do - or their 
wife is bowling on that night, or that they are just too tired 
after working the many hours they work, or some such ex
cuse, and we say to them "Gee, that's too bad", or just 

plain "Oh", and leave it go at that, and that is the last you 
see from this member. You have lost him for good . 

Now you cannot make me believe that you are so naive 
that you believe these reasoos are valid. Oh, you may ac
cept them as valid because you don't wanl to believe what 
is really lhe reason for him not renewing, but let us be 
honest with ourselves. There are very few men who will 
not renew their membership in any organization ii they 
have gotten out of it what they joined it for . Retaini~ 
membership is a 12 month effort - not just at renewal 
time . You just can't forget about a man for 12 months and 
then expect him to buy another year of the same stuff. Make 
every man in your chapter part of your chapters acti1rities 
and plans. Find out what he would lil\e to do in your chapter, 
it may be a better idea than you had. · 1 am sure that almost 
every man in your chal)ter wants to help accomplish what 
your chapter has set out to do, ii you make him part of it, 
he is enlilled to it, he joined your chapter, didn't he? And 
when his project is completed, thank him for the outstand
ing job he has done - Publicly. Perhaps he o,llould like to 
sing in a quarlet ... don't tell him to form one, help him form 
one. Get into the quartet yourself, or are you too busy or 
something yourself? You did join .a quarlel society yourself, 
remember? Let us extend the friend ly hand of fellowship 
more often so that everyone will feel they belong. Let us 
employ "Pay as you go Ioe" early in the year so that when 
January I rolls around you have retained another member 
instead of losing another member and your chapter will 
grow every time you sign a new member. 

Look at the records compiled here for every chapter in 
the Michigan District from December 31, 1964 through Dec
ember 31, 1966 and you w1ll admit that we are not doing a 
good enough job in retain~ members. 

Respectfully •. Eric Schultz 
District President 

Cereal City Finds New 'leetin~ Place 
Battle Creek Chapter has located a new plac.e to have 

their meetings. Every Monday night meeting w lll be held 
at the V~rona Optimist Club House on Raymond Road. An 
invitation is cordially extended to all interested in the 
preservation of barber shop harmony. Meetings start at 
8:00P.M. promptly. 

* • • 
Plans are presently being made for the Twelfth Annual 

Night of Harmony which will be at 8:00 P.M . .Apnl 29th., 
at theW. K. Kellogg Auditorium on VanBuren Street. 
Present plans indicate an exciting even ing of entertainment. 

• • • 
The NOTATIONS, our newest organised quartet is doing 

a find job and making a great sound, we were proud of them 
in Holland at the District Convention. This fascinating four
some is comprised of Larry Swan, lead - Ken Yaw, Baritone 
Rom Mell, Bass -and Bob Campell, Tenor. The HARMONY 
HOlTh'DS, always a great quartet of four great showmen, are 
even better with their new sound. Their lead, Roger Lewis 
was on bass before, now Lowell Wolfe holds that spot. The 

other lwo parts remain the same, with Dick Speer as tenor 
and Dr. Bill Clark holding down the baritone department. 
Both quartets are busy with plans for our show in April, for 
which the tickets are presently on sale. 

REPORTER. ......... ROBERT VANDER WALL 



NOTES FROM 

THE SECRETARY 
LOt:IS R. HARRI.'GTO!\ 

Attention nov. focuses on me spring convention to be 
held in Jackson on April 14-16, 1967. Two quartets will~ 

chosen Lo represent the Michigan District in international 
competition in Los Angeles this summer, and lhe District 
championship chorus will be determined. There will also 
be a m£>eting of the House of Delegates. Quartet entry 
blanks will be sent out by the International Office to all 
registered quartets and chorus entry blanks will be sent 
out by the District Secretary's office. 

• • • 
Distrcit direclories Ior 1967 have now been printed 

and forwarded to the Intf>rnational Office for mailing lo 
each mem~r of theDistrlCl. We are informed that Tom 
Aardema, 581 Chippewa, Benton Harbor has replaced 
Robert Duncan as secretary of the Fruit Belt chapter. 
Please notliy our office of any additions or changes since 
the director~ was compiled. 

• • • 
Upon receipt of the oCficial membership figures of 

December 31st from International headquarters, statements 
are being sent to chapter secretaries and treasurers for per 
capita tax payments of $4.00. The $4.00 per capita payment 

also indudes the TROUBADOUR subscription fee. Payments 
can be made in quarterly installments or lump sums. AU 
checks should be made payable to the "Michigan Discrict, 
S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A.", and mailed to my office at 2361 First 

Great Lake5i .. Head," For 100 
Great Lak.es was host to the INSOMNIACS of South 

Haven on Friday the 13th of January. Bad luck had its 
way too. Roger Valenune suffered a displaced · erte
brae early in the day and iell t > his knees in pain. He 
rallied sufficiently by that e 'ening to make the tr1p to 
Grand Rapids, sang beautlfully, and helped oo make the 
program a huge success. (That old stuff about "the show 
must go on" musl carry over into barbershop.) 

Our chapter has been a beehive of activity. We chall
enged the boys at Muskegon by way of an insult regarding 
their ability to sing. They responded. A delegat1on 
headed by President Tom Damn came over to answer the 
challenge and socked yours truly in the puss with a pair 
of gloves. But it was all in good clean fun (wasn't it Tom?) 

Time and place or the sing-off has been set at 9:00 P.M. 
at the Panllind Hotel on February 10. We have an all-star 
quartet selected by ballot plus another brand nev. quartet 
which was starLed by Pete Elkins ready to battle the two 
groups from Muskegon. 

Our chorus iShustling to learn a new repretoire ior t-.vo 
engagements. One is on a Swt:el Adelim: show on February 
the 3rd. The girls are reciprocating engagements by sing
ing for us at choral evening we are sponsoring on February 
the 24th. 

Several other local choral groups have been inrited to 
this e''ent which originated some years back because o[ a 
pet peve. Too often. performing groups are stuck back
stage and never get to see the show in which they are par
ticipating. On our choral ,eveni~, everyone gets to see 
the whole show. 

Our membership roster is gro'l\'ing. Hopefully it may 
,ass the century mark sometime this year. 

'alional Building in Detroit, Michigan 48226, for recording. The Great Lakes Chorus is rapidly regaining the size 
• • • :~.nd the sound which gained it prominence in lhe past. We 

Chapter secretaries should send lhe Quarterly Reports to •xpecl to give a lot of guys a lot of trouble in the future 
the District Secretary's office promptly when they are due and competition. Our welcome mat is always out, however, 
also their chapter bulletins for use in computing me ).chteve- any Friday night you are in the vicinity of the Pantlind Hotel. 
ment Awards. 

• • • 

THE FIFTH MAN SCHOOL 

Tne Filth Man School will be held in Saginaw, Michigan 
starting Friday evening May L2th at 9:00 P.M. and last 
tbro~mh Sunday noon, May 14th . 

Gene Gillem of 3217 State Street in Saginaw, Michigan 
will be the Chairman and Contact Man. 

This school could be called a Barbershop Singil€ 
School. It should be attended by Chorus Directors, Assis
tants, Quartet Men, Coaches, Prrangers, Judges, Officers, 
and any other membPr who is interested in improving his 
singing. Does that leave any o{ us out??? 

OPEN TO ALL SOCIETY MEMBERS 

P.S. Exact location, etc. will follow when final arrange
ments ha\•e been made. 

REPORTER. ......... JACK SIDOR 

* • • • • • 
Smithonians Entertain DYC 

The Detroit Yachtsmen Chorus entertained a large and 
receptive audience at the annual Commcxiore's Christmas 
party at the Detroit Yacht Club. The group has elected 
Louis R. Harrington as president this year 

:Mr. and Mrs. Edward Herbert entertained 60-some 
members of the Yachtsman Chapter at a delicious dinner 
at their beautiful home. The group was CO)--ally elll:er
tained by lhe SMlTHTONIA~"'S. The chapter is concen
trating on their 

The chapter is concentrating on lheir Ladies NighL 
show to be held March 4th at the Detroit Yacht Club on 
Belle Isle. All barbershoppers and their ladies are wel
come to attend. Tickets can be obtained by any member 
or at the club. 
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As .:fichigan District Sen.·ice Chairman T feel that 
it is time once again for :fichigan o sponsor a logopedic 
show or some other form of money raising project in 
which the wh,. >t district can participate for the logopedic 
cause. 

As you may remember, the tichigan District on 
their first logopedic benefit show cleared over $1,100, 
after all expenses. We fell that was not bad for our 
first try at something of this nature. 

I feel that Michigan is on the upward swing again and 
with out own International Champions, the AUTO-TOWN
ERS leading the way as our traveling ambassadors, it 
should help put some extra drive in each and every one 
of us to accomplish some of the jooo that need doing in 
our district. These are truly four fine fellows who have 
done and continue doing a great job for Michigan. 

As most vf you know from reading the Troubadour 
and correspondence from International. we as a dislrict 
are sponsoring three children at lhe Institute of Logo
pedics. I a well aware of the fin job our chapters ha\'e 
ha\·e been domg to further the cause through donations 
dime-a-week mugs, charity shows. etc., but what better 
to unify the Michigan District then to bringtogether our 
tOp t.alent every year to show the state and country that 
truly Michigan barbershoppers sing that children ma_· 
speak. 
--There was an article in the last tssue of Trouba
dour stating the status of our children who we sponsor. 
After reading the article jf you didn't get a lump in your 
throat and if it didn't make you appreciate your own 
children's good health and well-being, then brother, 
something is wrong with you ...... ... . 

ow is the time for the barbershoppers in Michigan 
to show their colors, to unite, to grab the ball and run -
this is our year, fellows , let us make the most of it. 

Look at what we have going for us in Michigan. This 
is lhe first time in 22 years, we have had an Inlet·national 
Champion, and now our wonderful AUTO- TlJWNERS who 
have shown the way lo win to our quartet representatives 
who will be picked at our regional contest in JacKSon thts 
sprmg. And how about our terrific chorus that will carry 
the banner for us to Los Angeles, none olher than The . !fo
tor City Chorus. Man, can these gu ·s sing - the last time 
I heard them, I had so many goose-bumpson tbe back of m}' 
neck tha{ . I couldn't button m} shirt. This very well coulti 
be our year for chorus champions loo and I have nevet 
meant anything more seriouslv ... so now is the year to 
show what can be done for logoped1cs. 

V."hat I nt:ed from you fellows are some ideas and a 
chapter to host this day of days. Ia \be aU the chapters 
of a zone could ban together and host iL al some central 
locations or something of that nature. So come on barber
shoppers - you chapter officers, let us have your iaeas 
your offers, your bids. I wtll guarantee to meet with you 
to help i1 any way I can. also to furnish you with a com
plete record of our lasllouooedic benefit show to help in 
your planning stages. 

Sing-cerely, 

Lowell E. Wolle 

Oakland Couniv Plans October Show 

From the looks uf things around the Oakland County 
Chapter. this may be a }ear of years for barbershopping 
in Oakland County. OCC membership growth has en 
surpassing previous years - the results are evident in 
the expansion of the Barbery Host Chorus and m the att
endance at first Friday Bus1ness Meetings. 

Renewed spirit also is showing through in program 
planning for the chapter. Dick Van Dyke has sht.wn himself 
a man of ideas in plannin our monthly meeting programs. 

(So what if his brother 1s a member of the feature quartet 
for the February 3rd meeting. A little nepotism doesn't 
hurt as long as it turns up in as outstanding group as the 
CASUAL D'S. ) 

Recording Secretary, John Morris will accept lhe blame 
for lhe artwork on lhe piece sent to area chapters about 
OCC' s coming "Leprechaun Leap". Our wives planned U1is 
one. With live dance band, lree "suds" and mix, and as much 
entertainment as we can come up with . Bring your own hard 
stuff. The charge is ~6.00 per couple - 9:00 P. 1. is the 
starting time on March l!th (St. Patrick' Day, m case your 
forgot), at the American ..,Legton Hall, at 12 Mile and Roch
ester Roads in Royal Oak. 

ll the determination of the SPINTOKES showed on Fnday 
night, Janual) 27th iS any indication, we can expect to see all 
of them on Much 17th. . ·arm Swanson, bic.k. Liddicoatl, Del 
Badgley and Bror. 'Hsson had been scheduled to sing ior the 
Redford Chapl r ... ho ·e\'er, when the heaviest snow of the 
winter began falliDE,. Redford decided with was not the night 
ior a meeting. Th SPI!\'TOt'ES were not willing to gi\·e up. 
They figured all that effort preparing for Redford should not 
go to waste . so they headed for Windsor • -o lurk there eiLheJ 

Finally these four hardy Oakland County memb rs un 
covered a brave bunch of Barbershoppers m ftnn Arbor. 
Snow or no snow, Ute Ann Arbor members were d termmed 

to hold their meeting. Worh has il lhat the SPl 'TONES had 
no difficulty getting through. They just strapped Nilsson 1 
to the front bumper and plowed Lheir way through. Knowing 
how hard il was for me JUSt to dig out of my driveway, l 
[tgure the SPINTONES and the entire Ann Arbor Chapter 
desenes our applause. That is real dedication. 

OCC s aiming lor October for our first big sho in years. 
Bob l\I::Dermort's in charg . He will be feeding us full details 
in comwg months. 

Keep your wife happy. We •ill see you at the Royal Oak 
American Legion Hall on . larch 17th. 

REPROTER. ......... JOE VA UGH• ' 

tMPORTA IT: All address changes 
should be given to your chapter secre
tary. Make sure your chapter secre
tary forwards this info to International 
(source of our maihng labels). THEN 
you can be sure the Troubadour will 
be mailed to the correct address. 



THE 

FEMININE 

OBSERVEI 

ELLEN RARRINGTO,' 

Detroit Chapler entertained the ladies wilh quarlets, 
their chorus, dancing, prizes and a delicious buffet. Mrs. 

John _ •etgborn and Mrs. Lawrence King reigned as queens 
for the evenin~:;. Among those present were W1lliam Smtth. 
Ray Smith Bob Farrington, M1ke Arnone, Carl Restivo, 
AI Rehkop, Glenn VanTassell, John Seaman, Bill Wit•kstrom, 
~like ~fudgett. Stan Salter, Hank DeVries and Messrs aod 
Mesdames: George Acree, ~·illiam Amperse, Bill Butler, 
Matt Calderwood, Ron DuMontbier Norman Thompson, 
Gene Bulka, Tony Scooros, Dave Russell, E.E. Ryan, Ralph 
Schirmer. Art Schulze, Hal Bauer. Otto Vogel, William 
Warner, Bert West, Bob Wlnters. Clint Bostick, Carl Dahlke 
William Favinger, R. R. Ryan and many more. 

• • • 
Pontiac's show was enjoyed by an overflow audtence 

that raved about the RENEGADES and William Pascher's 
st.age setting. Enjoying the event were Ted McDonald, 
Rawley Hallman, Messrs. and Mesdames: Whitey Ryden. 
Jerry Lerous, Cliff Douglas, Ed Lilly, Terry Fraser, 
C.D. Sanborn, William Warner, Larry King, Pat Ryan, 
Bill Butler, Bill .Amperse, Louis Michael, Bill Grumbly 
and many others. 

• • .. 
Pontiac's show was enjored by an overllow audience 
Congradulations to Dr. and Mrs. \\ Uliam Bischoff of 

Holly-Fenton on the firth of: their daughter and to Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur Malecki of Dearborn on the birth of their son. 
I 

Les Lang Flint Chapter President in '67 
L 

Our December chapter attendance v.-as ver y good con
sidering the holidays and some pretty bad weather. 

On December 13th the meeting v.as held in Les Lang:'s 
recreation room and we were honored by the appearanc~ 
of the CROSS-TOWNERS quartet from Saginaw. 

December 28th lhe meeting was held during a snow 
storm but many of the members braved the storm to at 
tend the meeting. 

Y.'hat happened in January? Well ... on the 7th COTS 
School was held in Lansing - the 14th was our installation 
of officers and ladies night with the guest quartet the 
HA RMO" iY-10."1GHTS. The 2lst was the Pontiac Show. 
We held our regular meetings on the lOth and the 24th 
with some different features in our programs. 

What does February have in store? February 7th 
there is a Tn-Chapter mee i.ng at Holly-Fenton 

So HOORAY for 1967 - 1t does look as i1 we are off 
to a good start. 

About the new chapter president Les lang. He joined 
the F1int Chapter in May of 1962 and was appointed chapter 
bulletin editor and ·reporter in July of 1963. 1965 sav. him 

elected a chapter director and 1966 membership Vice Pres
ident. 

Les sings tenor and is ell known In the area as the 
guy who shows up at nearly every area affau and many 
visits to other chapter meetings. 

He was the ''Honored Barbershopper of the Year" in 
1965. 

His hobbies are singing, golf and bowling and he was 
the captain of U1e 1960 All Star Bowling Champs. 

Les is a member of the Elks and Lions Clubs, Genesee 
Sportsmens, State & :Sational Societies of Public Account
ants, U. C. T. & Probe. 

He and his wife Irene ha\•e three sons, Bob and Larry 
are married and Garry is with lhe 4th 'Marines in VietNam 

When be is nol out singing he may be found behind the 
presidents desk at Argus Business Sen·ice or Management 
Consultants Inc. 

Flint Chapter has a very active January with the 
Holly-Fenton installation of officers, Sagina Chapter 
installation of officers, Flint installation of officers 
which was also a ladies night. 

Ron Gillies, Area Counsellor, performed a very 
credible ceremony. Simr\ndrews Ray Goodall, Neil & 
Irene Norman, Ron & Norma Gillies decorated the hall 
real pretty. Ray Goodall & Jim Scott set up a nice lunch . 
Hank Lanford & Mick Boggs ·landled ~e refreshment 
tickets. John Gilbert & Gerard \\'rice handl.:u the re
ireshments. Nearly everyone, plus several wives pitched 
in on the cleanup. Bill Channon was the chairman of the 
affair . Neil Norman was the emcee -nicest party ever. 

We held two regular meetings which were very active 
and it looks like Flint is off for another good year. Feb
ruary promises two regular meetings with very good pro
grams and a Tri- Chapter Meeting Lo be held jointly with 
Holly- Fenton & Saginaw. 

March has a couple of regular meetings plus the 
Paddys Day 'Thaw at Bay City on March 19 and the Pontiac 
Woodshedding Contest on the 31st of March. 

Ron Gillies was a very surprised and speechless re
cipient of the "Barbershopper of the Year" award at the 
installation of officers on January 14th. 

REPORTER ..... LES LANG 

Jackson Meets At Elk' Lod~e 
Our regular chapter meeting of Friday, January 27, 

was canceled because of the deep snow In fact we have 
changed meeting places from the Hotel Hayes t~ the Elks 
Lo~e at 310 Mechanic St. Drop in for a visit--regular 

meetings on the second and last Friday evening of the 
month--the chorus meets .. the other Fridays. -

All had a wonderful time at Ladies Night, Januar•· 21 
and during fest ivities, our 1967 officers were install~d. ' 

April l, the chorus puts on a package show for the 
Elks in Albion, Michigan. 

~reparations for the Michigan District Spring Coo
vent 1~n have been moving along successfully. Jackson iE 
planmng the best covert.ion ever--get your quartets and 
choruses in shape. See you in April here in Jackson. 

REPORTER .... ... ED HILDEN 



woking p Burt Szabo 
All judges and candidate judges will be notified of a 

Judging Semmar to be held in Lansing in late February or 
early .1:uch. Plan to attend. This seminar will consist 
of categon· dU.cussions in general and discussions of fine 
points wlthing the categories. 1 hope there will be two or 
thre-e quartets on hand to act as guinea pigs for the judges 
and candidates. Of course, the seminar will be open to 
any intereslt:d barbershoppt"rS in the Iichigan District. 

'ow that the holiday season is past and the new year 
is well underway, many quartets and choruses are begin
ning their preparations for the Spring Contests in Jackson 
in the month of April. I wish I could say that mos t quartets 
and choruses are starting preparations for these contests. 
ho\'·ever it is a sad fact of barbershopping life in the Mich
igan District that most of our quartets and choruses do not 
enter the contests. The 1966 Michigan District Directory 
listed 44 quartets. Only 10 quartets actually competed in 
Holland at the last contests. Allowing for a few past dis
trict champs and some quartets who are no longer active, 
this means that over two-thirds of the quartets in the Dis
trict did not enter that contest. Why should there be so 
many quartets who do not care to enter contests ? 

I am sure that some quartets from the easter n parl of 
the District m1ght say "It's too far to travel to Holland for 
a contest". These same people might think nothing of 
traveli~ just as far to go fishing or bowling. How far is 
"too far"? \Vith a highVf3-Y system such as we have in Mich· 
igan, it is po sible to make the drive in less than three 
hours. I recall contests 1 have judged in other diStricts 
where quartets and choruses traveled five or six hundred 
miles to sing in a contest simply because they enjoyed 
singingand looked forward to seeing and hearing other 
quartets and choruses. In addition, I believe these con 
testants felt that they owed something to their chapters 
and didn't \l:ant them to not be represented in the contest. 

I have heard quartetssay, ·'We aren't good enough to 
win". Although the idea of winning (champions hips, con
tests, games or whatever} has infiltrated and now appears 
to dominate almost every aspect of social and recreational 
endeavor, I cannot believe that this philosophy should IJe 
allowed lo dictate our Society's acUvlties . Sure we have 
contests to select quarte t and chorus winners, but 
since when has the winning or a contest become so 
all-important thal Lhose who m ght not win shouldn't par
ticipate. II the Society is to endure as a singing organi
zation then the emphas is must be placed on singing for one 
another and for !.he public with the contest idea less impor
tant, if not secondary. But, 1 digress. II there is enough 
chapter spirn in the hometown and if the chapter attends 
the con ·ention to !;ive their support tc its quartets, then 
I expect the quart~ts will compete and in addition, the 
chapter will compete as a chorus, whether t.hey are good 
enough to win o r not. 

"Aw, those clinics don't help." . Or, "Those judges 
know '''ho v.ill win before the contest". Could it be that 
some of us ha,·e thin skins and don't ·want to be told 

that a little practice might help us sing better, that 
we sing a little sharp or flat, or that we should s elect 
songs more suttable to our capabilities? Every barber
shopper naturally feels that his quartet or chorus 
is the greatest and doesn't want anyone to sugges t other 
wise and yet, any of us will accept constructive criti
cism in other activ ities . We all want to bowl better or 
to play beller goli, and down inside, we all want to 

smg better . To sing better is to have more fun singing. 
And I should like to emphasize at this point that I feel 
lhe Society is still and should remain a singing-fun or
ganization. What better wa: to learn than to hear others 
sirn: and to recei\'e the comments from the contest judges 
v.·ho are really try-ing to encourage better singmg. II 
jud es do not encourage bet er singing. or do not kno · 
how to riticize constr•tcllvely then they shouldn't be 
judging contests. 

I uess the best reason for singing in a contest Is -
it is fun. We all joined this orgainizalion to have fun 
sin . ing - - so why not sing e\·ery chance we get? 

The Jackson Chapter is going all out to st.age one of 
the most interesting conventions this spring with several 
new inno\o-ations. Located near the population center of the 
district there is no reason why this convention should 
not be one of the best attended. And the number of com
peting quartets and choruses should be greater than in 
recent years . Will you be there? 

By the way, if you have not tried woodshedding Morton 
Downey's 1931 hi t, WABASH MOON, better give it a try. 
ll is a natural for barbershop. Any mus ic store will 
have it in stock or be glad lo order if for you. 

REPORTER. ... '(Kal~~tf0~ZA BO 

~o The lansing Chapter . . . . 
No, the LanSing Chapter is not dead and to prove we 

are not even dormant, read on -
Fir t off we would Like to brag about our Annual Cal

\'3Cade of Quartets featurlnr:. the BUFFALO BILLS, 
MERRI-.ffiN, SPAR-TO.•E-Ams, AGING FOUR and 
the Lansing Chapter Chorus directed by Tony Stornant. 
The show was a sell-out and an overflow crowd attend
ed our after -glo. It has been said you cannot please aU 
the people all the time, but we came pretty close to it. 
October 21. 1967 is the next one. 

We elected the following officers for 1967: 
President, John Hamilton 
Executive Vice President and Show Chairman, 
Ken Gibson 
Adminis trative VIce President, Ray Smith 
P rogram Vice President, Harold McAttee 
Treasure r , Les Collins 
Secreta r y, Bob Meyers 
Immediate Past President, Rees e Olger 

a very good group. 
We managed to scrape together $50 for Institute of 

Logopedics and $100 for Mooseheart Endowment Fund. 
The chapter had not decided on the amount of a forth
coming donations to Logopedics from our show proceeds, 
but it will be considerable. 

Our chapter chorus has performed for lhe Fowler Con
ser\lation Club, City Hall GirlS' Club, Stanley Home Pro
ducts Convention and Holland District Convention. Our 
MERRI-MEN, AGING FOUR and FOWLER FOUR quartet~ 
have also been pretty bus~ on their own. We invited· 
twelve surrounding chapters to our Gay Nin.ties' ~Jght 
on December 5th and the Michigan weather did not let 
us down -- it provided the "Great Ice Storm of '66" on 
December 4th, however, our members came through 
With a lot of guests and nothing went to waste. 

''Have Bus - Will Travel". The Lansing Chapter now 
has its own bus and as soon as the new painl dries we 
will be around to see you - so drop us a line to let us 
know where the action is. 

REPORTER ......... BO B MEYERS 



Jackson Hosts Spring Con,·ention 
The J'ackson Chapter had a very active, producttve and 

enjoyable 1966. Much credit is due our hardworking '66 
officers and our enthusiastic membership, so .. a sincere 
lhanks to the outgoing officers: 

President Dick Simpson 
Membership Vice President, George Dyer 
Program Vice President, Dan LaBumbard 
Secretary, Glen Loveland 
Treasurer, Leo Rudloff 

Also a public "thank-you" to Chorus Director Sam Cush
man and to Ed Hilden the chapter bulletin editor and 
Troubadour reporter. It is results that count and I under
stand we are now the aecond largest chapter in the Mich
igan District. Guess we owe a vote oi thanks to our two 
active registered quartets, ... the perennial favorites, 
the FOR-TU3E TELLERS and the lovable (?) NOTE-ABLE 
FOUR. I 

The TUNE TELLERS will be (eatured on Kalamazoo s 
annual show February 18th. They wUl be "sandwiched" 
between two up-and-coming supporting quartets known 
as the AUTO TOWNERS and \.he FOu'R RENEGADES. 
Now, this wlll be a "ham sandwich" that barbershopping 
gourmets will not want to pass up. Skip the diel and 

klp to Kalamazoo on February 18th. 
We had 40 to 45 men Christmas caroling December 22nd. 

Wouldn't normally bring lhis fact up but we were pleasantly 
SUl"prlSed when Chuck Sherwood, Bert Szabo and two other 
gentlemen (sorry .. I don't have thejr names) from Kalama
zoo joined us that night. After four Stops we ended (as 
usual) at Rudloff's house for some delicious food and 
fellowship. Thanks for com 1ng over, Men, and come back. 

Januarv 21st was Ladies Night and On February 4th the 
Jackson ·Chorus puts on a package show in Hartland, Mich
igan. 1 believe the REMINlS-SIRS quartet will be with us 
that night. On February 9th, we help the JackSon Kiwanis 
Club with their lecture series and on March lith we plan to 
be well represented at Wayne's unique show put on completE 
ly by the Thorobred Chorus. 

Jackson welcomes Michigan District's newest chapter, 
Big Rapids and Traverse City. Keep active atti you will 
keep growing. Come to Jackson whenever you can and 
especially to the Spring Convention in April. 

And .... a challenge to all chapters---Get your choruses 
and quartetS l.n shape and plan on a terrific time in Jackson 
AprU 14th through April 16. 

REPORTER ....... ED HILDEN 

Pontiac Dreams "Silver ho'""noat" 
The Pontiac Chapter"s 24th Annual Holiday of Har

mony held January 21st at the Pontiac Northern High 
School, thrllled a sell out audience for two ani one-half 
hours ·with the kind of talent that will certainly be re
membered around these parts for many a moon. Emceed 
joinUy by Paul Eberwein of Windsor Chapter and Russ 
Seely of Grosse Pointe Chapter, the curtain opened on a 
1900 era carnival scene with 21 members of the Pontiac 
Chapter on stage as carnival workers singing a medley 
of six songs directed by four dillerent men . From this 
group the Pontiac Chapter quartets, - the REVELAIRES 
and the HARMONY KNIGHTS sang an additional two songs 
each. 

The second halt of the show saw the CLOSE CHORDERS, 

our current Michigan District champs doing an admirable. 
job. The FASCINATORS (a Sweet Adaline quarlet from Wmd 
sor) singing their lovely best and thP FOUR REKEGADES, 
our past international champs doing their great routlne 
and receiving four encores and then a standing m:ation 
from a capacity house 

To round out a v;'Onderful evening of barbershopping 
the after- glo held at the Waterford C. A. I. Hall was also 
a sell-out and the RENEGADES were neal'ly the last to 
leave the hall. I needn't tell you barbershlpp.:rs hat a 
time that was. 

To sum up the whole affair fellows, if you missed it 
we at Pontiac are sorry and we would like to put you on 
put you on notice to get your tickets early for our chapter's 
25th anniversary "SILVER SHOWBOAT" in January '68. 

REPORTER .. . .. ED LILLY 

ayne To Ho t ... Teen-Age igbt" 
Enthusiasm, optimism and action are apparently pay

ing dividends judging from the turnouts at our meetings. 
We do our best to see that every individual gets a chance 
to sing and never allow a guest to feel left-out. It is ex
pected that membership retention this year wi 11 L e the 
highest ever. This coupled with the new members we have 
been signing should bring up to approximate! 70 .)Ur mem
bership by December. 

Do \\ayne reports alv.·ays sound boasUul? \\'P 11, we 
feel proud of our chapter and want the whole •• nchigan 
District to share our enthusiasm for the future. Any of 
you fellows who Hve in our neck of the woods are invited 
to drop in on any of our chapter meetings and Ste what we 
mean. We meet the 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month at 
Hawthorn Valley Country Club, Merriman Road at Warren 
Road. 

We have even more cause to feel good. \\'e ha\•e been 
averaging 32 to 37 men at chorus rebersals. Nov.. that 
may not sound like much to some of you larger chapters, 
but it was just a short while age we felt fortunate to haYe 
20 guys show up. We may not v.i n rhe contest tn Jackson 
next month but we are sure going to have alot of fun trying. 

May we take this opportunity to thank the Michigan Dis
trict for it's response to our early ticket sale for our !967 
"Pitch Pipe Parade". We were sold out long before show 
time. Now everybody knows what a championship chorus 

sounds like. 

How many or you chapters have sponsored a "Te n-Age 
Night"? That is what we have coming up very shortly. All 
high schools in our vicinity will be invited lo send their 

quartets or choruses. After all, these k:ids are pocenttal 
barbershoppers . 

lust a parting reminder: Enthusiasm begets enthusiasm 
So let's brag up your own chapter. 

Boast-A chordingly 

REPORTER .... . MORRIE GILES 



:Mall Cit Has Busy Fehrnary ault Has New Chapter Reporter 
By the time this goes to press we will be over a month 

The Mall City barbershoppers are hard at work mastering .1ehind in our reporting. Our many thanks go out tQ ou.r able 
the new tunes and brushing up on lbe old ones, preparing Ior Secretary, Frank Murphy, who has handled lhlS chore· for so 
our annual parade on February 18th. The parade is to fearurelong and so well. t>ecember was a very busy month here with, 
lhe AUTO-TO\\'NERS; FOUR REYEGADES and FOR-TL"Nt. sing-outs at Christmas Parties and Charity Balls, etc., and 
TELLERS. highlighted by our annual Christmas Party which w-....s a howlin 

• •• • success. Did I say howling? Excuse me fellas. It was a gre~ 
Our new program vice -president Chuck Sherwood is month for barber shopping bul marred by lhe illness of one of 

certainly gelling us off lo a rous ing start, the Friday after our most failhiul and popular members, Bruce Marlin. As of 
our show, February 24th, we ha1:e planned a TALENT? Night. this writing Bruce is still in the hospital and our prayers go 
Anyone who has ever played :m instrument or even looked at out to Bruce for a speedy and complete recovery soon. We 
one in a store '\indow will be displaying their indh idu.al and miss him very much. 
exceptional talent. 

• - •t 
On February lith, we sang at the County Center Building 

for the Consumers Power Credit Union. This was a repeat 
periormance from previous years a rd it certainly Is reward
ing to sing for such an enthusiastic audience. . ... . 

It sure would be nice lo see the ground again, possibly 
by lhe time we see you al Jackson's Spring Contest this 34+ 
inches of Winter white slu.U will disappear, see you there. 

REPORTER. ........ GARY BROWN 

lark rlarch on Your Calendar 

Here we gu again into a new year with a new sel of 
oUicers, a new cho rus director, a new approach to 
barbershopping (for us) and brighter hopes for a healthy 
flourishing chapter . Our new chapter officers for '67 are: 

President -Duane Peltier 
::\ol~mb~rship Vice President - Bill Isaacs 
Prugram.Vice President - Floyd Ploort 
Secretary - Bob Ba:-lis 

Tr asurer - Cy Pelican 
Chorus Director - Bill Hathaway 

These guvs have so much enthusiasm and ambition for 
Utica- Rochester that it is bound to rub off and make the 
chapter go like '67 (if you will pardon lhe cliche). 

If our December meeting was any indication of our po
tential for the coming year, it should be a honey. 

We invited the Utica-Rochester Sweet Adelines and 
their husbands to help us pack the hall and share the fun ... 
and fun we had ..• to wring and I mean "WRING" the chords 
we had some 'lf the best quarLets in the district, ... namely 
TilE FOI::R FITS. THE TREBLE SHOOTERS (in harness 
together agam), THE HARMO.;;T lCITGliTS (watch them). 
a new fam 1ly quartet from filford THE RICHTONES. and 
three fine sweet adeline quartets, TilE TANTALIZERS 
THE CHOMOTONES AND THE CHANTONES. TO top it off 
we heard from lhe Sweet Adeline Chorus and our own 
Clintonic Cho1·us. We have a reputation for good chow at 
these chapter me tings and this night was no exception. 
WOW - \\.'HAT A MEETING. 

The Utica-Rochester Chapter is planning to host ilS 5th 
Annual Quartet Comest on ruch lOth, 1967. Mark this 
on your calendar, Fellas. The quartet in your chapter 
may be our "67" Novice Winner. - The rules are simple, 
the prize is considerable ( 50.00) and the fun you will 
have is tremendous. Flyers with all the particulars will 
be sent to all chapter o[ficers soon. 

REPORTER ....... JlM ST. AMAND 

At one of our sing-outs for the Canadian [nstitute lor the 
Blind, we were more dla.n pleased to receive an application 
from Doug Leavens, a young chap vho is blind. He has an ex
ceptionally fine voice and is employed by Algoma Steel Corp. 
as an 1. B. M. programme computor . We hope he v.ill enjoy 
his association with our chapter as much as we enjoy our 
association with him. 

January started off well wilh a spaghetti supper prior to 
our first meeling of the year. iany thanks to Art Bodley and 
hiS committee, not forgetting Betty B. who prepared the mair 
course, also to Jerry Clowes, our Fines taster. Be does a 
good job. Last eek we sang oul for the Cancer Society, whe1 
we v.·ere very well received. The month of Janua.rv was also 
highlighted by the installat10n of new officers. To -our retirin 
officers, our thanks for a job well done--to our new officers, 
bigger and beller barbershoppl.ng in 1967. 

REPORTER .......... CEC. BOLITHO 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, Canada Cha.ute1 

April l, 1967 

April 8, 1967 

Aprill4 through April 
l6. 1967 

April 29, 1967 

May 6, 1967 

May 12 through May 
14, 1967 

JalJ ~. trd~¥gh 

1uly 21, 1967 

*~i B,tlf98¥gh 

Muskegon Parade 

Great Lakes Invitational, Grand 
Flint Parade Rapids 

International Preliminaries in 
Jackson 

Battle Creek Parade 

Bush League Contest in Boyne City 

Filth Man School 

International Convention in 
Los Angeles 

Detroil Chapter Moonlight 

Arrangers School 

September 9 & 10, 1967 Chorus Directors School 

October 13 through 
Orlober 15, 1967 

District Convention, Windsor 


