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0FF THE DAVE"PORTj 

IT'S COMING NEXT t-•rOt\'TH ... --Our Spring Conven­
tion, here in the Michigan District, is au outstanding 
highlight to all of us. It is a time for serious debate 
when our delegates gather to chart our course. It is a 
time for fellowship of the finest sort. 

Starting with Lhe pre-glo, continuing throughout day 
and night until long after the last after -after -glo, men 
will be woodshedding the old songs that we in this 
Society lo,·e so well. \Vith the ultimate in co -operation. 
uncterstandmg, and forgive-
ness, four men (please don't 
be a fifth) in rooms and in 
~he men's johns, will be in­
venting new tags, picking 
cherries, and stealing swipes 
with a gay abandon that be­
comes an integral pan of our 
District and International 
Com·entions. 

Meet with fe llows who, like 
you, thrill to the sound of a 
ringmg chord . Sing with these 
fellows. ATTEND OUR SPRING 
CO:-."VENTION, April 27 - 29. 

* * * * * * • Through wonderful co-operation of the U.S. Post 
Office, Traub is being permitted to once again resume 
publication of our "Tag of the Month". Troul) hopes the 
membership will enjoy and use these pocket or wallet 
cards. The tags (2 published previous to thi s issue) 
have created much comment from OUTSIDE our District, 
while from within our District, the response has been 
rather limited. This editor wonders whether perhaps 
we lack enthus iasm for OUR tags and might rather pub­
lish tags originating in other Districts. TrouiJ first 
intended the tag card as an opportunity to "tell the 
world" of the terrific amount of arranging talent that we 
have here in the Michigan District. This talent exists, 
but do we aooreciate it? Shouldn't we make an effort to 
Jearn and be proud w sing such musH" ·r Troutl says YE~. 
v. hat do you say? 

• • * * * * * 
April 7 - 14 is international Barbershop Harmon\· 

\Veek. Why don't we work together and as indi\'id~als 
to make this week of the ~reatest benefit to uur District 
and our Socierv . 

1o ma.Ke uns task an easier one, uur International 
Officers have prov ided each chapter with "Local Pro­
ject Kits " . (Jus t one more answer to lhe fellow who 
says "v.•hat does International do fnr us 'f') These ki.ts 
are \'ery complete and a chapter that fails Lo get the 
maximum use out of them deserves to fall by the way ­
side. 

To you newer memiJers, or you who perhaps feel this 
job should be done by the Chapter President, Secretary. 
Publicity, or Public Relations man. Traub says: "See 
your Chapter President. see if he won't let YOU help 
out in this pro ject". 

* * * * * * * 

There are copies of back issues of lhe new Troub 
available and lhese can be obtained at the regular price 
by requesting same. 

TOM WATTS TO BE PRE:SE. f 

International representative lo our coming Spring 
C01n-ention will be Tom Watts, International Treasurer. 
This announcement was made in a letter from Interna­
tiona l Executive Director. Robert G. Harer. Manv of 
us look forward to meeting Tom for the (irst tim~. The 
District should be pleased with President Lou Laurel's 
choice in sending Tom as his representati\·e. 

MICHIGAN AGAr.\ WILL SE m THREE QUARTETS TO 
INTEfu~ATIONAL COMPETITION lN JUNE 

Based on the Society's membership as of 5:00p.m. 
central standard time, February 28, 1962. the quota of 
quartets for the 1962 International competition has been 
determ ined and is listed below. * 

Mid -Atlantic 6 
Land 0' Lakes 4 
Far Western 4 
Northeastern 4 
MICHIGA~ 3 
Central States 3 
Evergreen 3 
Illinois 3 
Johnny Appleseed 3 
Cardinal 2 
Dixie 2 
Ontario 2 
Seneca Land 2 
Southwestern 2 
Sunshine 2 

* Taken from a letter from Robert G. Hafer, Executive 
Director, International, dated March 7, 1962. Bob also 
notes: "If it should become necessary to re-determine 
the quartet quotas because or possible rauw·e of some 
chaplers to pay per capita dues billings by May 1, 1962, 
a bullet in gi\"ing revised quota figures will be issued 
as soon as possible following that date." Be p1·ompr 
on payments to International. 

It is a dangerous lhing to "dedicate" an issue of a 
publication like this to one man. Who is to say one man 
ranks abO\' € oU1ers 111 this Districl '? Would na"t other 
men desen·e also to have such an honor? 

Wilh no idea of starting any ld.nd of a precedent, and 
with complete confidence that no one will dispute the 
issue. Ttuub takes great pride in dedicating this, our 
only dedi cation issue, to the man who has worked so 
hard for so many ~·ears so that we might have this pub­
licat ion ..... our pa l Troubadour Editor. Roscoe Bennett. 
Traub says 'Tpank Roscoe for all vou have done ro 
m'lke this, the Michigan Troubadout:, the respected med­
ium lt is." May it long retain such respect. 



THE FEdLTNE 

DParl r c ha pt!!r followt-d 
ir's ex~.: lll•n show with a 

OBSERVER 

By Ellen Harrington 

wel arran!! ·d A her Glo'4 at 
Dearoorn t:rm. Enjoym rhe 
e\·enl were Mr. and Mrs. Sam 
Vasiu, ~lr. and Mrs. ; tel 
Holdernes . 1r. and Irs. 
Tom Pollard. !\tr. and frs. 
Ro;::er Craig. 1 lr. and • trs. 
Leonard T. mpa, Jr. and .trs 
Ton te le, . tr. and >.lrs. AI 
.Maier, ir. and Mrs. Frank 
Tri•le, lr. and .Irs. Tonv 
Chiodo. rlr. and .trs. BobS o "'· .tr. and Mrs. Cecil 
C:-au: .. ir. and :\Irs. Ro x>rt Craig, Mr. and , Irs. Clint 
Bos·ick, .lr. and .trs. Dominic Palmien, .!\lr. and :\Irs. 
Glenn Yan Tassc>ll, Mr. and • Irs. Carl Dahlke .. 1r. and 
Mrs. Howard Tubbs, Mr. and .irs. \'illiam Favinger • 
. lr. and .Irs. Harold Cou •henour. Jerry Reid, Dale . 
Chxby. Bill Wilcox, Ertc Schultz. Bill Ro. e-11, Boll 
Wea\·er, ~rrv Altwtes, Ed Luttermoser, Lou Kapczi. 
Elmer Ko •nig, Vic Fa,·ier, and many others. 

• • • • • • * • * * 
Best wislws to Jim Thaden of Three Rivers who was 

married r cently in Ch1cago. 
• • a a * • • • • • 

Con{!ratulations to Mr. and ~trs. Wllliam Rowell of 
Detroit on the ltlrth of their daughter .. l'vtartha Jill. 

• • • • • • • • * * • 
:Mr. and Mrs. Wilham Bond of Delroit joined the ranks 

of proud grandparents since tl.eir dau~thter, Barbara 
Yog::ts, presented Lh m ~ilh a granddaughter named Paige. 

• • • • • • • .. * • • -
lr. and Mrs. Ra lph Ewing of Suburban Detroit recentlv 

moved back to Mirhlgan from Phoenix, Arizona, and one· 
of the first events lhey attended was a barbershop one. 

* • • • • • * • * * • 
ll was nice lo see former Oetroiter, Gil Stammer, 

appearing on the Wayne show as a member of lhe current 
Ilhnois District championship quartet, "The Es~apades.'' 

EnJoyin(:' the show were rr. and A-Irs. Bill Wales, l\1r. 
and Irs. John Wear, Mr. and ;\Irs. Marvin McClan·. ~lr. 
and Mr . C. D. Sanborn. Mr. and 1\.Irs. James 0. D~ven­
por', .:\lr. and Mrs. Gordon :\te. PI bach, Mr. and Mrs. 
.Tack Golding·. Mr. and Irs. Don Gvlding. l\lr. and !\Irs. 
Tom Cushman, Mr. and Mrs. Bud Knorpp, Sam Cushman. 
Red Shaw. ~lr. and Mrs. DI<"k Mtlliman. ~1r. and Mrs. 
Al Fricker ~tr. and l\'l.rs. Tom. 1eedham. Mr. and :\olrs. 
Tom Pollard. Bill Wilcox. Daleo Clixby, Roger Craig, ~Ir. 
and • Irs. Howard TuiJI .. Ir. and . 1rs. Mike ~Iudgett. 
John Purcell. Bill Bailey, Jim Al..;xand..,r. Bill Beattie. 
.Tack 'lelsh, 1larty Schlenker1 ~Ir. and . Irs. Tom Steele. 
BarncyCamphell, Tim er Qu~:::.;n .lr. and :\trs. Jack 

O'Bnen .. Hlton Arthur, .Mr. and •. irs. Al ~Ia1er. ~lr. 
and drs. John Smith. Dunald Backus, Ernest Therkeb,n, 
Cecil Craig .. Jr. and • tr-=. Rober· Stone. Jerr·• Reid, ~1r. 
and . Irs. Otto Vogel, . tr. and . trs. Bill Outler, and 
manv more. 

Patrick Smith. former president of tht! Suburban De­
troit chapter and father of Patrick A. Smith. who is tht 
current president of the chapter, passed away ·uddenl\' 
at his home in Birmingham. Sur\'1\'in~ arE> his son. hi~ 
widow, Margaret, dau~hter ~tarilyn. twin grat~dl'hildren, 
his mother in Scotland, and sisters and brothers re~idmg 
10 Mic·higan, • ·cw Jers~y. Scotland. and E.D!;Iand. !.\lr. -
Smnh was the founder and presidl'nl of the Commando 
Tool Company. 

WHERE IS IT?????????? 

Back on March 10. 1961, ilie Grand Rapids Chapter 
was tht> ~uesl of the Kalamazoo Chapter. in Kalamazoo. 
at an inter-t·hapter m eting. At this meetin:;. a barber­
pole lamp, or as we will call i . a \'isitor trophy, was 
presented to the Grand Rapids Chapter. It was present­
ed by Allen Mitchell, Kalamazoo ChapterPresident, to 
Tom Elderkin, Grand Rapids Chapter President, in the 
pre t>nre of Bill Hansen, then Zone 2 Vice President. 
(See photo) . The Visitor Trophy was constructed by 
Rit·hard "Dick" Peterson, chorus director of the Mall 
City (Kal::unazoo) Chorus. 

The purpose of the Visitor Trophy is to stimulate 
intE-r-chapter relal!ons. II was hoped that within a SO­
day period Lht> Grand Rapids Chapter would invite some 
Mi<"higan Dlstncl Chapter to be its guest, and the 
Visitor Trophy would be presented lo the guest chapter 
in a manner similar to the ortg-inaJ presentation at 
Kalamazoo. ll was des1red that this policy be t·ontmued 
until e\E~rv Michigan District Chapter had been the 
recipwnt ol tht: V tSJtor Trophr. ac which time the 
current lll'htg. n Dtstrict President would present the 
Trophy to the International Offt<'l:' as a permanent g-ilt 
from the Michi~an District. 
_ A sma II I older as to accompany the Trophy where\· l' 

ll went so that a r cord could be kept of ns whereabouts. 
e-tc- The da la to be re •rded m this folder as: th · 
name of lh~ ChaptH presenting lht' Troph;•. lhe name of 
the Chaptf'r rec ·t\'ing the Trophy. and the daw of he 
in r-chaptcr meetin!! at wh1ch the presentation ·..,·as 
made . 

Because lh ~ Troubadour was not in prim when the 
milial pre ntation was mad~::, our District Chapters 
pro hi) are no\ a re of the Trophy or ils purpos-. In 
fact, ·e have had no word of its present toea ion. Of 
cours • 11:e would hke to know where it has been and 
·here 1l 1.· n w. \Ve wan w make sure it is monn!! 

around from chap er to ch"-pter ...... BtiT WHERE lS IT? 



SPRING CONVENTION 
The annual event that all Michtgan barbershoppct·s 

e~erly anticipate, the Churus and Quartet Conte.st, Is 
fast approaching, and Lhe 1962 host chapter, Frut.t Belt, 
b~ means of Truub' s widely read pages, Is throw1np. out 
a gi""antic ·ord of welcome to C\'er last Society member 
iu the Dlstrict. Now, the iellows down in the State's 
Bloss mland. can't !!Uarantce the bi£ est auditorium, the 
S'"'-ankiest hotel, or the big est restaurants in the State, 
but one thing they do offer (and i 's lree)- -the hope that 
all who attend this year's com·endon will feel at home 
and conh iLute a walloping share o[ cu•wiviali ly lo lhe 
event. 

As promised in last month's Troub, we are herewith 
presenting 1he program. plus a recap of l.he event pnces 
as pre\·iously announced. Re!!istration wtll co~ence 
Friday. April 27, at 6 p.m. in the Vincent Hotelm Benton 
Harbor. Official C\"ents in the order of their oceurrenct 

ill 1e: April 28 - -
Quartet Preliminaries 10:00 a.m. &nton Harbor H.S. 
Chorus Contest 2:00 p.m. Benton Harlx11· H.S. 
Ladies Luncheon 12:00 noon (Place lo bee cl ) announ o . 
Quartet Fina I 
Contest Critique 
After lows (2) 

8:00 p.m. B nlun HarlJOt· H.S. 
10:30 p.m. Benton Harbor H.S. 
11:00 p.m. \'mccnt Hold 

April 29--
Aspirin Breakfast 8:00 a.m. Benton Harhor 

Flks Club 
Fruit Belt ChoJ·diLOrium Dl•lla·ation and Michi!,(an 

D legate's Meeting 11:00 a.m. Fruit Bell 
Chordilor1um 

The following pril: •s ha\·e been establlshNI lor the \"ar-
ious e\" nts: 

Quartet Prcllminaries 
Churus Contt.>st 
Saturday n ·ening Quartet Finals 
After-Glow 

~ 1.50 
'2.00 
2.00 
1.50 

Total $7 .00 

All events tick •ts t:O\'enn~ the abo\·e: $4.50 (Sa\'<' 
$2.50) 

Quartet contestants $3.50 
A chorus contestant rt.>bale sy. tern has also been ar ­

ran_ed, and quatifl(>d contest.mts ·ill receive a Sl r -
turn. if an all ev nts ticket has been pur<"imsed. Eac;h 
<.'horus wiJl ba\' to Cile a li. t <.I memb ·rs .,.;ho appeared 
on sta!'e in the contest at con\·ention headquarter. before 
Apnl 29. 

Hard at work on convention plans are the followin~ 
Fruit Belt members: Chairman. Richard V. Barrie; 
Hotel and Reserv lions, Bill Hansen: Auditorium, Maurice 
Humphny; Publicity, Gus Ree..-e : T1ckcls, Al Tincher: 
Program, Bill Saenger, and Dedication, Howard &haus. 

For those who wish to make hotel or motel resenauons 
in advance, write to Bill Hansen, 537 Cayuga, Benton 
Harbor. lncidentall)', there arc a number of really floe 
new motels in the area, and rates will be announced l>y 
mail to chapter secretaries. The Vincent Hotel will be 
convention headquarters and has many fine rooms. 

\ e' re sure everyone kno s •here Benton Harbor is 
located, but as a reminder, it is three hours Irom Detroit 
on I-94, an bour and a half from Muskegon or Grand 
Rapids via US-31, forty-iive minutes rrom Kalamazoo. 

One last request-- enable the printers to complete 
ht> program in lime. tne com·ention committee is urgmg 

aU quartets and choruses that 'Ill compete to s~bmll 
their entries as early as possible . March 26th IS tht: 
deadline for chorus entnes ro b(,! submitted to District 
Secretary Lou Harrington. 

16th ANNUAL 
BUSH LEAGUE 

QUARTET CONTEST 
MAY 12, 1962 at 8 p.m. 

F~oluring the Crocker Jills 
Quart~! Entriu should b~ sent to L . V. Willson as 

soon as pa,;sibl~. 
Far Housing arrangements, contact Mrs. Neil Dargan, 

Boyne City, Michigan 

Chapter 
News 

BLuE wATER I South Ha\'en) Chapter Reporter: 
Bob Van Zandt 

Here's a cheery thought lo brighten up a cold, dreary 
winter's clay. Preliminary plans are being worked on 
for Blue Waters' summer show which will take place 
on Salurday, J'uly 2.8th. Present plans call for a prize 
to the chapter with the largest percentage attending and 
we are also considerin a prize for the member who 
tra\-els the greatesc distance to attend. A buffet t} pe 
meal will be served to all barbershoppers and the1r 
families. Also keep in mind that South Haven has two of 
the finest beaches on Lake Michigan and this 011ting 
should be a real treat for the wives and youngsters. As 
more information becomes available, we will keep you 
posted, but keep July 28th ancl the Blue Water Chapter in 
mind until lhen. 

We are glad to welcome Harlan Quinn, of the Insomniacs 
back into action aiter a very serious bout with pneumonia. 



HOLLY - FENTON Chapter Reporter: 
Lee Thomas 

Holly-Fenton m embers and their friends enjoyed a 
fine evening of Barbershopping at our Ladies Nite on 
February 10. We were blessed with a wealth of talent, 
which mcluded the "SUspend-A-Chords" from Flint, the 
"Crescendos'' of the Flint Sweet Adelines, the "Esprit 
de Chords" from the Utica-Rochester Chapter, and the 
"Tune Testers" and "Suburban Aires" from Milford. To­
gether with our two recently organized chapter quartets, 
the "Country Aires" and "Lakestders". they combined to 
give us a night of quarteting long to be remembered. 
Also, backing up the two quartets from Milford v•as their 
twenty-man chorus, resplendent in t11eir new unilorms, 
and fron1 the chorus they also managed to produce a very 
fine octet. Then, to top it all off, when Grant Wright, our 
Chorus Director, called for the HoJly-Fenton Chorus to 
sing a number, we were joined by practically all the sing­
ers in the place, and with a chorus like U1at in front of 
him, Gran t would be standmg there yet calling for still 
mare numbers, if someone had not hollered "Chow". 

At our regular meeting on February 20, we were verr 
pleasantly surprised by a \"isit from lhe "Rytbm Rogues'' 
of rhe Pontiac Chapter. We just abour sung lhem to death, 
but of course Rawley Hallman . being a pharmacist, had 
some "Cough Medicine" a long so that he was able to save 
Tenor John Smith [rom collapsing. Why don't more o£ rou 
you quarrets do this? (Visit our chapter meeting, I mean, 
not the cough medicine bit.) 1st and 3rd Tuesday, in 
case you don't know. 

13 PAST PRESIDENTS OF LA 'SING CHAPTER 

LAN S I 'G Chap er R£;porter: 
Rober Hunlington 

On F~bruary 19, lhe Lansmg Chapter held the Urst 
Past Presidenls'night in several years. All the past 
presidents were contacted and urged to be present. We 
were gratified to have 13 in attendance, wilh Uu·~>e miss­
ing, one being deceased, and the other t ·u livinb o'er 
500 miles awa)·. Ed Schwoppe, our first president in 
the '40 - 42 period, came from Ml. Clemens and others 
came from 50-70 miles away on a had snowy night. 
We all felt wonderful about it. 

Old presidents sang in pickup quartets. 80-year old 
l.Dren Colton (pres. in '43) recalled putting on lhe early 
chapter parades in an old .,varehouse. Ira Murray (pres. 
in '51) did a comedy routine from the "Music Man" at Ule 
the piano and was the hit of the evening. A guest quar­
tet. The Incidentals from Kalamazoo, did a s well job. 

Also, the old "Songmasters", medalists in 1949, were 
on hand to t.ry to remember some of the old arrange­
ments of John Hill. Then the "Chord Bandits", popular 
in Michigan a couple of years ago, got together aU in 
one place for the first time since .... and brought the 
house down with some of Bill James' complex arrange­
ments. Finall)-', l:urrent prexy Warner Dyer presented 
the past presidents with beautiful lettered pocket note 
pads, and closed bv presenting immediate past presi­
dent Lefty Hamilton with his pin. 

LEFTY HAMILTON RECEIVES HIS PAST PRESIDENT'S 
PIN FROM LA. SING CHAPTER PRESIDE:l\'T, WARNER 

DYER. 

IL was a Cabulous evening. More chapters should do 
it nov. and then. 

On March 5. ·e h ld our ftrsl chapter talent show. 
When ·e first got the idea, \\-e thought it might \'ery well 
b a flop. We knew there was at least some talent in 
the chapter; bul th guys were reluctant lo get up in 
front and go lo il- -or at l·•ast say they would try on a 
certain date. Bul we twisted a few arms. and finally 
came up \'>lth six "acts". 

Let me tell you now tbat the joint was jumpin·. The 
tellows ale il up. We had a bigger attendance (54) than 
we'vE> had in some time, and the va1·ious acls--wheUler 
they meant to or nut--had 'em rolling in the aisles. It 
was g-reat. Wf' had the Jubilee Four from St. 1ohns, 
Sl.nk"ing Bill J""ames' arrangemelis of gospel sones and 
spintuals. Tony tornant told a story. Mont Bates 
gave out with se,·cral lrish folk songs, with guitar. The 
Huntington brothers, Charlie and Rog- r, sang three 
toruball hillbtllv songs with guitar--hammed up as 
much as two city sht:.Kt:r.s ('OUld manage. 

\\' also had two pretty decent instrumental combos. 
Wall~ Clark, Dick Jameson and .Tack Hurley swung it 
with accordion, clarinet and guitar respectively, (very 
good, too) and the program closed on a sour note from 
the trio of Tonv StornanL Willis Wood and Bert Szabo 
on banjo, violi~. and string bass. The last group spi ed 
their playing with some crazy \'ocal interludes. Perhaps 
the hit of the evening \\""aS \\ood struggling through the 
Lost Chor d, on his violin, with Szabo pounding out the 
riff on the piano. He had to slop twice to tunc up. 

1t really went Ol'er. We've got a lot more talent in 
the chapter than we thought. ... and he whole idea gives 
an interesting change of pace from the usual Barber­
shop evening. I have a feeling that a future chapter 
talent show would lure several more acts out oi the 
woodwork_ 



KALAMA ZO 0 Chapter Reporter: 
Jim Sell 

The Kalamazoo Mall City Barbershop Chorus had a 
fine member rurnout for their appearance before the 
Consumers Credit Union at the County Center Bldg. in 
Kalamazoo on January 25. The Credit Union folks indi­
cated that they truly enjoyed the chorus and the fine per­
formance by the Incidentals. George Brooks performed 
the M.C. duties. The chorus, under the direction of 
Richard "Dick" Peterson, plans in the near future to 
make appearances at the V .A. Hospital at Fort Custer 
and at the Milwood Methodist Church Banquet in Kala­
mazoo. 

Chapter memberships were renewed at a record rate 
at the close of 1961. Our present chapter membership 
stands at 49 with the recent addition of our newest mem­
ber, Irwin Urban of Kalamazoo. Guests present at re­
cent meetings include Ron Maxson, Clarence Fountain, 
Bill Beaver, Stu Benedict. Paperwork is being completed 
for the transfer of Kent Wood to the Kalamazoo Chapter, 
from lhe North Shore Chapter in Evanston, illinois. 

Dick Peterson, chorus director, was presented the Ka­
lamazoo Chapter Barbershopper of the Year award for 
1961. The presentation was made at the Kalamazoo 
Parade of Quartets on February 10 b) Chapter President 
Gil Shedore. The award was based on musical ability, 
willingness to give time and talent, and desire to improve 
himself and his chapter in the realm of barbershopping. 
The selection was determined by each chapter member 
submitting his written nominauon to the chapter president. 

The chapter is to entertain the Grand Rapids Chapter 
at an inter-chapter meeting on May 25 in Kalamazoo. 
Grand Rapids was host to the Kalamazoo Chapter on 
Friday evening, Marth 9. 

The chorus voted to compete in the DiStrict Chorus 
Contest to be held April 28 in Benton Harbor. Also, the 
chorus was advised of an invitat10n to sing at the TB 
Sanitarium in Kalamazoo on one or its meeting nights. 

Reports indicate that our 1962 show was a tremendous 
success. General Chairman, Howard Henry, and his 
many committee chairmen and their workers are lo be 
congratulated on a well-planned show. Such a fine job 
was done by Howard Henry that he was asked to be the 
General Chai1·man of the 1963 show. 

G RAT 10 T C 0 UNT Y Chapter Reporter: 
Dale Hanson 

At the annual installation or officers in January, the 
Gratiot County Chapter installed the following officers 
for 1962: President, Doub Webb; First Vice President, 
Jesse Thrush, 1r.; Second Vice President, Bill Derby: 
Secretary, Bud Fitzgerald: Treasurer, Ivan Palmer: 
Past President, Carew LeBlanc: Director, Phil Daab, 
and Executive Board members Lou Willart and Dale 
Hanson. 

The Merri-Men from Lansing were the featured quartet 
at the annual Ladies night February 12. The ladies were 
presented with a corsage and a delicious dinner was 
served by the Ithaca Presbyterian Church. Dale Munson 
served as Master of Ceremonies and presented the local 
quartets and the chorus. Three local quartets are now 
singing. They are: "The Country Gentlemen" made up 
of Lowell Boyer, Bass; Phil Daab, Sari; Harry Burnham, 
Lead; and Leroy Lake, Tenor. "The Impure Airs" com­
posed of Lowell Boyer, Bass; Leroy Lake, Tenor; Bill 
Derby, Lead; and Wendall Derby, Bari. The newest 
quartet is made up of Carew LeBlanc, Bass; Doug Webb, 

Bari; Dale Munson, Lead; and Lindy Wright, Tenor; and 
they call themselves ?????????? (no name as yet) 

The entire chapter is hard at work preparing a Min­
strel Show which is being written by Wendall Derby and 
lhe Mr. Interlocutor iS Ray Tomlin. No date nas been 
set for its presentation. 

F L I X T Chapter Reporter: 
Bud starv.-as 

The Flint Chapter will hold its annual barbershop pro­
gram Saturday, March 27th at the IMA Annex at 8 p.m. 
Public invited. Quartets performing will be Auto-Towners 
from Detroit, District Champs: Aire -Males from Detroit: 
Sweet Siouxs from Detroit: For-Tune Tellers from 
Jackson: and the Merri -Men from Lansing. 

<>ur chorus director, Fred Kienitz, Jr., hearct 
weddmg bells--uur congratulations. Ray Goodall JUSt 

had an operation and is coming along nicely. Cliff 
Winkles is oil the sick list. too. 

WAYNE Chapter Reporter: 
Al Fricker 

Well, it's over. The 1962 Wayne Pitch Pipe Parade 
concluded amidst ringmg chords and resounding applause. 
l\1.any folks said it was the finest show Wayne has ever 
produced . A sell-out house heard the Night Hawks al 
their very best, and Bobby Bostick never sang sweeter. 
It was great to have Gil Stammer and his Escapades 
back from Chicago, and what a marvelous sound with a 
new lead of two months. Just everyone did a great job, 
and smiles of pride from all Wayne lads for our fledg­
ling chapter chorus and its new director, Tom SteeL 
All in all, a glorious evening of song, and wonderfully 
supported by area barbershoppers. 

We will need several chapter meetings to settle down 
a little, but many plans are in the mill under the guiding 
hand of President Dale Chxuy. Not the least of these is 
exploiting Barbershop Harmony Week, April 7-14. Being 
a chapter wilh memiJers in several communities, we plan 
to reach each one with local news releases, tHe Lures oi 
local mayors, etc. This IS an opportunity for the asking, 
and we intend to take advantage of it. 

Other up-coming mallers of note are a big Ladies 
Nighl and anolher hush - hush "mystery trip". These are 
always well received and end up as more "nights Lo 
remember" . Proressor Mudgett and his program crew 
are doing a great job m keeping our activities blaslinf! 
along, and we appreciate iL 

One last remark lo aU you line District members: 
Gtve a great big chee_r and all the support you can muster 
ror Jim Davenport and his masterful job with our Trou­
badour. I bave seen many of the other district publica­
lions and we can really swell up with pride when we com­
pare them with good old Troub. We don't follow along: 
WE LEAD. 

Wayne boys will sing with you al Benton Harbor. See 
you there. 

DEARBORN Chapter Reporter: 

The "Chapter of Champions,. did it again- -on Febru­
ary 17th by staging a top-notch show and a well conduc­
ted after-glow. People were turned away at both places. 
Chairman Robert Craig, Eric Schultz, Bob Weaver, Sam 
Vasiu, and Bill Smyth are just a few who deserve a big 
hand for the work they did in making everything such a 
success. 



Troub Presents 

A 

Profile On 

ROSCO D 

ET 

If it is more blessed to give than to receh•e, then 
Roscoe D. Bennett desen·es a gold plated medallion. 

This is a profile of a man who ga\·e all and asked 
litue in .return. II everything that could be said about 
him were here recorded, these pages would not hold it 
all. His whole dynamic life exemplifies Lhe saying lhat 
it takes a busy man to gel lhings done. 

• 

Forty-eight of Bennetts sixty - seven years were jam­
packed y ars. starting as a cub sports reporter, later 
joining the Grand Rapids Press and being promoted to 
editor oi the Sports Depa.rrment of that prominent Michi­
gan new paper was his bread and butt r, but rus work 
there was only a fraction or his acth•ilies. His newspaper 
work supplemented his great interest in the civic and 
cultural aspects of his city. Promotion was the keystone 
to his success, all the way from marbles to golf and 
Golden Gloves tournaments, and many other major events. 
Nol only was he wrapped up in sports, but his musical 
talents, inherited from a [ather who was a thorough 
musician directing choirs, choruses. and bands, led 
Roscoe into musical circles with which he became pro­
minently identified, and on into barbershopping where he 
has spent 22 heart- warming years. 

Before migrating to Michigan in 1912, Roscoe and his 
three brothers lived in Maryland where, under dad's 
tutelage, they formed a quartet. "ll really was a quin­
tet " ex.plalflB Roscoe "because dad couldn't resist the 
temptation to sing baritone . It resulted in brother Paul 
being fired and dad taking his place.'' With this early 
start in barbershopping, straight chords, augmented and 
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diminished sevenths became ·ell ingrained. 
Later, after going to Grand Rapids, Roscoe studied 

long and hard under a leading \'Oice teacher and became 
soloist in one of the churches. He soon became a mem­
ber and later an offi er in the Schubert Club, assistant 
manag-er of the Symphonic Society, a nd president of its 
chorus . It was from the Schubert Club - -which could 
boast a dozen quartets --that a local contest was staged 
when Bennett heard of O.C. Cash in Tulsa. Through 
correspondence Roscoe learned the story. He holds a 
1939 membership certificate in the Tulsa Chapter. From 
that point thin!$ moved fast. l.J:>cal chapters and the Mich­
igan District had been organized when the 1942 Interna­
tional Convention as approaching. Roscoe tells what 
h.'\pp ned: 

"Carroll P. Adams, an old glee clubber associated with 
the Orpheus Club of Detroit, who was becoming a national 
figure, went for us along with such stalwarts as Joe Wolli, 
Ed Schwoppe and such. By exercising a flock of proxies, 
including such as Al Smith, governor of New York; Bing 
Crosby; George Kerr of Colorado; and others who lent 
!heir names for window dressmg, Michigan outvoted 
Chicago, Jacksonville Florida, and one or two others 
and we got it." 

Bennett was National contest chairman. Pushing with 
all the zeal at his command and pulling every string, the 
convention was a huge success. Over 5000 people attended 
the finals . He conceived the idea of hanging gold medal­
lions around the necks of the winning quartets, a custom 
which has s ince been followed in the International contests. 



He also was inspired to develop the big Invitational Quar­
tet Contest, which has drawn quartets (rom all over the 
state to compete before capac1ty crowds in Grand Rapids 
year after year. (1962 lnvit<~tional Aoril 6) 

With a district which could soon boast oi 60 chapters 
with nearly 3000 mem bers, it became apparent that an 
informative organ of some sort was necessary lo k ep 
the membership alerted on events and matters of interest. 
Out or it came a publk tion ca lied "The SPEBSQSA 
Swipe" dated at Grand Rapids, ~Hchigan, January 25 
1941, captioned "Fir t Attempt", price ''three yen". 

This publication continued for several years when, 
in 1949, Uw name was <·hanged to " The Michigan Trou­
baduur", first edited by Louis Harrington, past district 
president and present s cretary. In form, it was a 
typed bulletin. Sensing the need for a larger and more 
"newsy" medium, Bennett was induced to undertake its 
publication. Having mk and type and a "nose for news" 
at his command, Roscoe assumed the publication in Au­
gust 1952. 

Besides the daily task of editing a sports pa~t:, serving 
on the International Board and committees, president of 
his local chapter two years and board member many 
more, promoting the lnvitational and many civic and 
musical affairs, Roscoe pointed his effort, zeal and en­
thusiasm to getting the Troubadour in the bands or the 
district members, a publication acclaimed by many as 
the best in the Society. This labor of love continued for 
over 9 years until illness compelled cessation of publi­
catiOn early in 1961. 

Civic appr dation upon re 1rement attested his 48 
years as a newspaper man, 39 o( them as sports editor 
of the Press, includinl! his man • extra-curricular activi · 
ties, when more than 400 of his friends , newspaper men 
and barbershoppcrs fr om this and other states jammed 
lhe ~rand ballroom of the Pantlind Hotel on April 6 a 
year ago to pay lribute to a man who had done so much 
for the interests to which he was devoted. 

Roscoe sums up his long tenure reporting barbershop 
news in these words: "I have become known to the 
younger generation more becau e of my efforts with the 
Troubadour. This was a big task for some 9 years. 1 
enjoyed it and worked hard at il. 1 thought, and st i 11 do, 
that the flal statement of facts--news--is the biggest 
building force of any society. I lried to get that into the 
Troubadour. Editorial comment, the matter of opinions. 
controversies and ic1eas should be left entirely to the 
editorial columns. We adhered to that policy. There 
never was any "slanting" of the news stories." 

He was not a "Yes man" in any sense of the term. 
Some of his published comments brought denunciation 
from high sources but let it be said that he was honest 
in hls convictions and his thoughts were expressed to 
help and not to harm the Society or any person within it 

His modesty deters him in assuming even partial 
credit Ior the success Michigan District has attained, 
but none will deny ttlat by his zeal and love ot barbershop­
ping he has earned a "Well Done" among barbershoppers 
everywhere. 



PO TIAC Chapter Reporter: 
Jerry Leroux 

The month of M:trch will be a busy one for the mem ­
bers of lhe Pontiac Chapter. Besides regular chorus 
rehearsals every Monday night and a third Friday Chap ­
ter meeting, our chorus will visit the Utica - Rochester 
Chapter and fill twocommitmentsto sing at the Oakland 
County T.B. Sanitarium and the Oakland County Medical 
Care Facility. 

One of the real big events of the year will take place 
on the 31st of March. Of course, it's our anmtal Wood­
shed Contest. It's the 6th of a series of many more. 
Every year this event gets a little more popular. The 
competition is very keen for the Carroll P. Adams 
Bennington Trophy, and also the individual lapel pins 
that are rewarded to the best voices in the winning 
quartet. (Judged by competent judges, naturally) The 
Bennington Trophy is awarded to the chapter ha ing the 
highest percentage of registered members participating. 

Last year lhere were O\'er 150 in attendance, and the 
trophy was won by the Flint Chapter, with 18 quartets 
competing. The rules are very simple to b able lo 
compete and every onP has a real good time, and I 
mi.ght add, plenty to cat afterwards. The rules are: 
1. No more than any two men from one chapter com­
peting. 2. No more than one man from the same 
o r ganized quartet. 3. No more lhan two men from any 
two organi zed quartets. T1 any of you think you are a 
pretty good man when it comes to finding your way 
around and really like to sing and have fun, come on out 
to the K.P. Hall in Pontiac on the fifth Friday about 
8:30p.m. and try your luck. I can guarantee you will 
all have fun and enjoy yourself. 
Ml L 0 RD Chapter Reporter: 

Harold L. Sweeney 
The Milford Chapter Chorus had a nice visitation to 

Holly - Fenton" Ladies Night" and entertained for an hour 
or so along with "The Tune Twisters" and "Suburban­
aires". Then, the two quartets formed an octet and did 
two numbers very well indeed. 

Needless to say--the February 3, 1962 "Ladies Night' 
was a sell-out with a wonderful list of talent. 

The "wearin' of the green" prevails March 17- - the 
next "Ladies Night". The Merri-Men, Four-Tune 
Tellers, Curbstone Serenaders, Milford Chorus, Suspend­
a -Chords, and others will make this another big nighl. 

Ed Nealer accepted the job of chorus manager and also 
takes over duties of delegate and publicity manager for 
the chapter. 

Pat Krietzer accepted an important job of Chapter 
Historian and will be ably assisted by Ed Nealer, Bill 
Nealer and all other members when necessary to com­
plete this important task. 

New members every week it seems. Woodshedding 
all over the place and in members' homes. New members 
put to work and started singing in possible new quartets. 
Things are "Hum.min' in Millord." 

DETROIT Chapter Reporter : 
Philip F. Savage 

"Takes more than singing to make a good chapter", 
says Jack Bader of Detroit Chapter--and Jac~ is living 
proof of this tenet. Recently appointed as chapter 
Special Projects Chairman, Jack is one of the best 
boondogling tenors in the gang. But his real talent shows 
in the rehearsal hall used for weekly chorus sessions. 

Before Jack began to shape up the place, the hall 
resounded each chord like a chinese gong getting full 
treatment from a J. Arthur Rank muscleman. Now 
brightly decorated trophy cases, wall plaques, acousti­
cal curtains and the chapter bulletin boud hang stra­
tegically on wall areas and muffle the more blatant 
chords. 

Jack can cobble up a creati ve decorators dream from 
the darndest ingredients imaginable. Witness his high­
ly reliable chapter electric clock. The chassis is black­
smilhed from an old coffee can , resplendent with the 
Society crest and dominates the west wall like an archi­
tects prize sunburst. 

Wben he's not whipping up new barbershop-type 
decorations for the chapte r room, he holds down a 
steady job in the tenor s ection of the Michigan District 
Championship Chorus. And for lhe past two years, Jack 
has been House Chairman, Chief Cook and Bottle-Washer 
for all chapter monthly meelings. Barbershopping can 
use all the Jack Baders we can get our hands on. De­
troit Chapter is lucky to have him. 

Old Timers' Night, Detroit Chapter's regular Febru­
ary meeting, was a star-studded affair this year. The 
Aire Males, Wonderlads, Esprit de Chords, Progressive 
Four and many others joined in the fun to honor 
Clarence "Punk" Edoff, Detroit Chapter's "Old Timer 
of the Year". 

Punk, well known for his rich sense of humor as well 
as his long years promoting harmony in the Michigan 
District, received the cove ted "Old Timers" Award, 
as well as a transistor radio from U1e Chapter. The 
Aire Males honored Punk with a well-chosen gift of 
their own. 

Detroit, the ACT10N Chapter, whipped all comers for 
the thiTd straight year in February al the Dearborn 
0 tel Contest. Dearborn has again sworn revenge-­
but, like old soldiers, Detroit Octels never die. 

lt' s a wee red topped lassie for Judy and Bill Rowell. 
Mutha Jill, (known by some wags as "Cracker Jill") 
was born February 9, and tipped lhe scales al 6 lbs., 
12t ozs. 

Roger Craig of Dearborn Chapter, has by now re­
ceived Detroit Chapter's challenge to the second annual 
"Comedy Quartet Contest" to be held in Detroit Chapter's 
regular meeting spot, UAW Local f771 on John R. st. 
just south of Eight Mile Road on Friday evening, March 
17. The "Thunder Mug" trophy is up for grabs for the 
funniest quartets from either Detroit or Dearborn. The 
contest is judged strictly on stage presence. Come and 
watch the fun. 

B A T T L E C R E E K Chapter Reporter: 
Francis Gaffney 

The Battle Creek chapter of the S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A. is 
working feverishly to make its coming 7th annual Night 
of Harmony the best ever . In addition to our own chorus 
and Sweet Adelines, we have four local quartets, The 
Derbytowners from Louisville, Kentucky, The Hut - Four 
from Minneapolis, Minnesota, The Auto - Towners from 
Detroit, and our own Harmony Hounds. This, we are 
sure, will make a very good variety of barbershop sounds, 
so don't miss it. 

Saturday evening, March 17, 8 p.m., W. K. Kellogg 
Auditorium. We'll be looking for you. 



B 0 Y N E C IT Y Chapter Reporter: 
L. V. Willson 

Boyne City host for the famous annual "Bush League 
Contest" has been warming up to their job since the 
middle of February l>y staging monthly quartet contests 
within their chapter. The judges? Why, the' hole chap­
ter, of course; and the quartets?- -assigned by bulletin 
so everyone gets to sing ith U1ree different combina­
tions. Sounds like fun. But, for a real contest, with 
load oi fun--th~; Bush League May 12. at Boyne City. 

M {j S KEG 0 Chapter Reporter: 
Gordon W. Gunn 

lrs. R. Jack (Wilna) Bennett ·as named Muskegon 
Chapter's Spebl::iquaw of the year at the chapter's annual 
Ladies Night m~eting, un February 23. The require­
ments for this unique honor were told b)• spokesman 
Al lartin, for the\\ .A.R.B.elairs Quartet, \\ho selected 

rs. Bennett. The Spebsqua • mus be constantly sym­
pathetic to barbershopping in gentral. She must pro­
mote. encourage, and / or assist her husband's partici­
pation in barbershop acth·ities. and herseU be acuve. 
directly or indireclly, in some phase of barhershopping;. 

Wilson Hislop named .Irs. Bennett. for the quartet, 
after which she was crowned IJy last year's Spebsquaw, 
Mrs. Bill VanBogelen. The ~.A.R.B.elairs presented 
Wilna with red roses, and serenaded her. 

The Jnsomniac:s of South Haven entertained on this 
evening, as did the old Clefto-Maniacs, (tenor Keith 
Clark returned from out or state to appear with them), 
The old PhD's (lead Gerrr Guimond was in town from 
Lansin to 3J>pear with this quartet), the old Aire Tonics, 
as well as two new Muskegon quartets, who made their 
first appearance m Holland on Ft!bruary 8, the Occasional 
Four. and the Quarter Quarters, alon~ with a quartet of 
youngsteJ·s lhe Key Noles. 

The entire evening was much fun, filled with barber­
shop harmony, an event where old quartets got together 
again, or gang singing led by Gerry Guimond oi Lansing­
and Roger Valentine of South Haven, and after lunch, 
dancmg to the music of Socks Sabin and his Sockaroos. 

The Muskegon Chapter accepted a challenge issued to 
lhem and the Gt·and Rapids Chapter to a q uar tet and 
chorus conlcsl by lhe Holland Chapter in Holland on 
February 8. The Muskegon Chapter is proud lo announce 
that they won lhc plaque awarded lo the chapter acruein~ 
lhe most points in this "Symposium in Song". We very 
much enjoyed lh~ nlertalnment provided by some 
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luntastic quartets do'i\-n t.here. We were also very im­
pressed by lhe wonderful barbershop sound made by the 
Rolland Windmill Chorus, and the Great Lakes Chorus 
of Grand Rapids. The chicken was delicious. 

Greenville will l>e- hosted by Muskegon for a St. Patricks 
day party on March 15. Can you think of a more appro­
priate way to celebrate the occasion? The Greenville 
Chapter was sponsored by Muskegon just about one year 
ago and we still remember a fine time over there on 
thelr Charler 'ight. 

Co-chairmen Jue Cantwell and Tom Damm have 
announced that the quartet line-up is complete for the 
Muskegon Parade to be presented in the Michigan Thea­
tre on May 4. The headliners will be the Four Renegades 
of Skokie, Illinois. Buz Haeger of the Renegades flies 
his own airplane and tlle quartet will Hy into Muskegon 
for their Friday night appearance. Also on the show will 
be lhe FunTastJc Four of Evans,·ille, Indiana, lhe Merri­
Men of L.:'lnsin~, the Insomniacs of South Haven, as well 
as Muslt ~on's own PorL City Chorus. Don Melvuin or 
Grand Rapids WOOD-TV. will be guest Master of Cere­
monies, and the stage setting will be a gigantic . to scale, 
TV scree n. 

The pruJ:\ram committee includes Chuck George, Andy 
VanDonkelnar, Fred Kendall, and Jerry Billingsley. 
Clare Bristol will be in charge of the After-Glow. 

NILES BUCHANAN Chapter Reporter: 
Vic Vigansky 

The Fifth Annual Festival of Harmony was held at 
the Niks High St•huul Auditorium Saturday, February 
17. The Mid-States Four and the Merri-l\1en had the 
packed house in lht. palms of their hands. The State­
liner , the Four Bards, the Buchaneers. tile Sub-
£ larincrs, and the S eet Adelines filled out tlle bill and 
all ·cured highl) •ith the audience. Lee Kidder kidded 
the crowd and dtd a fine job as M.C . To keep a show 
IDO\'in~ witll all tlle aforementioned groups plus the Gate­
way Chorus took some doing. 

The Niles-Buchanan Chapter wishes to thank the many 
f1chigan District and Indiana -Kentucky District fans 

who attended lhis show. 
lt's too early to see a clear financial picture o{ the 

show, but the Gateway Chorus should be a little closer 
to K.C. as a result. leanwhile, it's back to the package 
show circuit again •ith the next one on February 22 in 
Tippecanoe, Indiana. 



DO\\'.' RIVER Chapter Reporter: 
.lel Ul.giness 

Downrh·er Chapter has been awarded by International 
as lhe .. ,_ 'TERNATIO 'AL HO."OR CHAPTER OF THE 
.liCHIG~· DISTRICT FOR 1961'' for showing a chapter 
membership mcrease of 125 

Downrh·er Chapter is justifiably proud o{ their recent 
a~. rd. We hope ·e can do as well this year. 

Do •m·i\·er's two acti\'e quartets, lhe Aire-Raiders and 
the Chordials ha\·e been hard at work learning new num­
bers and takm~ as many eng-a,emen s as their schedul s 
will handle. Downrh·er's Troubadour Reporter was 
ex remdy pleased with lhe performance of thE' Aire­
Raiders on T.V., February 24th (his opinion is somewhat 
biast!d, however) . 

lanr p ople ha,•e wondered why w are not planmng 
a shu\\ for this year , partH:ularl\' after our sue ·essful 
venture of last year . All 1 can say al this time is "WAIT 
'rlLL 1963". 

All of us in the Downriver Chapler wish to (;Ongratu­
lat Jim Oa\•enporl, uur Troubadour Editor, for the won­
derful job he has done so far and expr ss ou r hope th:ll 
a me::tns will be found to retain and sustain him in his 
posltiun for many more year·. 

A PRESENTATION TO lARK ROBERTS 

On Saturday, March 3, at its annual Ladies Nit!:ht, an 
over-capacity, sell -out cruwd of close lo 350 turned 
out to pay tribute as the Gross Pointe Chapter honor ed 
l.'vlark Roberts, a barbershopper well known lo all o f us. 
II was pres nted with a Certificiate and Medal pro­
claiming him a life member w Grosse Pointe Chapter. 
Mark was Grosse Pointe Chapter's first president, is 
a past District President, and is an International Char­
ter :tembcr . 

. lark has s rved as International Treasurer is the 
author and head trustee of the Harmom- Foundation. 
wrote the International ~· -Law . drL>w up the rules for 
both the quartet and chorus competition. He has been 
an lnternariona1 Judge for 18 years and ·as Chairman 
of the Judges Committee £or the most part of those years. 
He has been the Society's General Council and Attornev 
sin e irs inception . He made all arrangements with the 
Bureau of lnlernal Re\'enue to ha\·e our Sociely proc laim­
ed a non-profi t organization thus eliminating Federal 
Income Tax. 

Mark has coached some of the best-known quartets 
in lhe country, and has sung in a number of them in all 
Lypcs of competition. Also, he will sing a might good 
oari wilh any three guys at the drop of a hat . 

E. A . VA. 'DE ZA. 'DE Vice President Zone 2 

r•,·e stated before that I'm 
no music technician, but it 
doesn·t take a gnat musician 
to look through our last f v: 
''Son~s For len" and notice 
a conspicuous absence of the 
~ood old s ongs hat in pired 
our bemg. The songs 1n books 
I 1 and 12 are ~ood ones and I 
personally am hanng fun sing­
ing some of them. but J do 
feel quite strong ly that "Wall Till the Sun Shines Nellie", 
'When Yo u Wore a Tulip". "In The Even ing by lhe Moon­
li~hl'', and many others are beln~ used far lou liltle. 

orne fella c-omes out and says "Sing Along wtth ME'" 
and makE'S a fortune on th • very thing Umt we as Bar­
hershoppers can do in belt r fashion. Mr. and Mrs. 
Juhn Q. Public: like to hear thest> old songs. ther must 
or Ute\· wouldn't lJuv th · "Sin,.l Along" records br the 
milho~s . Thes same people would also like to hear 
our quartets do lhe old timers. They're interested in 
how we treat the son~ and how \\t.' express 1t. 

Quartets, how ab ut trying a littlt> expe rrment? S -
lect one of thE' old standbys. 1!0 to ·ork on it jus as 
hard as \'OU do ont> of those swell original tunes and 
wht:!n yo~'ve t!.oL it po ished and dressed for presenta­
tion. sing it at your ne. ·t public appearance. Then take 
note of the enthus1as ic applause you receive for your 
~rrons . 

Fellas, what I'm tryin~ to say 1s somethwg like 
tlus: It is a lot easi •r to ell a man something 11 he 
has some basic acquaintance with the product. 

INTERNATIONA 
NEWS 

C HASlNG 
AROUND 
\\'ITH CHASE SANBOR. 

Before passing along an} 
Inlernalional ne\\'5. I would 
like to comment on the mat­
ter of rt>plenishing our 

fichigan Distr ict treasury 
funds. With the knowledge 
that expenses are exceeding 
our inc:rune, some plan for 
supplementing our income 
must be established. 

Very few of our District Con\'entions result in any sub­
stantial profit, with the Windsor and Dearborn ev •nts 
being about the onl}' exceptions in recent years. True, 
the line show staged al the Stat.e Fair last Fall was a 
financial success but it would require tlu·ee or four of 
such events each year to accomplish the needs. 

Several Districts in our Society have adopted District 
per-capita dues to provide sufficient operating monies. 



The Far Westet·n Dtstrt ·t has used this plan !or several 
years and is one of lhe most successful and efficien~ly 
operated organizations in the Society. The manner m 
which they transact th travel and per diem requirements 
for their quartets and chorus at International Contests 
is a fine example. 

I believe that some fqrm of District dues should be 
given serious consideration at our spring convention as 
assurance of a pro~tressh·e future for the Michigan Dis­
trict. 

Some of the important deciSions at the International 
Executi •e Board meeting in February are as follows: 

That all Dtstrict and International Preliminary (for­
merlv Regionals) Contests shall be chairmanned by a 
qua.lUied judg v. ho ·ill ac:t olE'lY as l hair man of the 
panel eifecth·e with the 1962 fall contests. 

The recommendation that mandatorv requirements 
for a ten-man judging panel (or £hese CO"'tests was re­
ferred back to ·ommitlee. 

The 1964 Internationa I convention was ·ithdra ·n 
from lemphi and award ,d t San Antonio. The decision 
"\\'aS based on a serious de hnf' i Chapter membership. 
.Iemphis is th~: home chapter of the Confederates. 

A new ruling that in the e\'t:nt or thE; dissolution uf 
a Chapter. those in custod • oi Chapter funds, proper y, 
and as et \\ill a ign all of same ov r to the parent 
Distri t Association. 

That the HEP school will be conducted in four re­
~ional lo ations with the same iacul . at each sc·hool. 
·.._.inona .• linn. will again be the site for this region. r ~ r r:OTES FROM 

J • ~ THE SECRETARY 

~ by Sec. Lou Harrington 

Attention is now ·entE>red 
on the forthcoming Regional 
Quartet Contest and Chorus 
Contest spousored by the 
Fruit Belt ('hapter to hP held 
on April 28, 1962, al Benton 
Harbor. Registered quartets 
will be receiving enh·y blanks 
from the Tnt rnat ional Of flee 
for this contest, ::tnd chorus 
entry blanks will be sent from 
our District office. Tf your 
group is newly organized, or 
for some reason did not re­
ceive an entry, conta ·t my oCCice, 2361 First National 
Building, Detroit 26, Michigan, and request an entry. 

• • • • • • • 
R. 1. Schuur of Kalamazoo raises a good point. He 

would like to attend more chapter shows but would like 
to know what talent is featured and more details as to 
time and place. This is true of many barbershoppers. 
It would seem very advantageous for a chapter planning 
a snow and wishing to stimulate interest and attendance 
to run an ad in the Troubadour. Rates may be obtained 
from Editor Jim Davenport. 

* * • * * * * 
The 1962 District directories are now in the mail. 

Once again, for a tenth year, this is being printed in 

sufficient number to be distributed to every member in 
Michigan without any cost whatsoever to the District, 
other Lhan the postage to mail them out, through the co­
operat1on and generosity of a loyal barbershopper to whom 
we are all endebted. Please report any changes or cor­
rections to my office. 

JO}}OWiiJg 
t1le Lead..:r 

Dw·in~ the 1961 Fall con­
\'ention at Jack on. I informed 
the a semulcd delegates that 
my "pet projPl·t'' for 1962 
would be euta iled with re­
questm~ each chapter in our 
Disu·i t to s teet and pon-

r a worthwhile haritable 
project, whether it of a 

mall ur lar e amount. Fur­
ht>r. that such, charil: 

could n ry well be something 
other than a mon •tar: con-

by President Bill Hansen 

triuution. · f h. 
T have purposel; r frained [rom an}' promotion o t IS 

·'pel proJcl'l" because l did not want anyone to feel that 
such a program is mandarory or is tl1e basis for com­
pclilion among chaplt..rs. 

1 am ware lhal ome of our chapters are currently 
sponsoring charitable projects through monetary con­
trJI.Jutions which have lJeenmade possible by extra ef­
fort on the part of the chapter members. These chapters 
arc to be comm!.!ndcd for their efforts. 1 might add that 
these chapters are among th more su <:essful within 
lh Dislri ·t and morale of their respective members 
ships is exC'ell nt. 

All of us arc no doubt aware of dcs ervlng individuals, 
both young and old, who need help in the acquisition of 
devices ur appliances designed for physical rehabilitation. 
When 1 originally mad my suggestion to lhc delegates, 
1 hnd in mind lhal each chapter, if not already committed 
to a c.:harilabl project, should select a worthv recipient, 
determine the r •habilitation needs of this individual, 
and lh •n mak lhe necessary plans to follow through on 
the purchase of same. . . 

As Barb rshoppcrs we enjoy lhe enviable pos1l10n 
of being able to indulge in our favorite past-lime for 
lhe enjoyment and entertainment of others. Jn most 
instances, such al·tivtty is the sole source of re\"enue 
which is needed to finance the normal operations of a 
chapter. I do not believe there is a Barbershopper in 
the District who would object to participating in those 
few extra performances which would provide the funds 
to assist someone less fortunate. 

I urge all chapters, not currently engaged ill any sort 
or charitable work, to give this matter serious consid­
eration and pick a project for the year. Keep in mind 
that it is not the amount, but the thought behind it that 
counts. 

Let us give a bit more of ourselves for the benefit of 
someone who needs help. The satisfaction derived lrom 
helping will more than compensate for the e.xt.n ef1orr.. 



d r pa ·ment ~ should be 
Req u t$ for P••r de- dllt"s "" S'lnc.~~l · g!On :!31&1. Fir.< I 
sr-nt o. Ilistnct ret . r ' ~oulS • a.rnn • 
•. iona\ Bld . , Dc·roll • tchi n 

larch 17, 1962 

tarch 24, 1962 

April 1, at 2:30 p.m. 

April 7, 1962 

April 27, 28, 29 

fay 4. 1962 

~ay 5 1962 

May 12. 1962 

May 18)962 

May 26, 1962 

June 9, 1962 

June 20-24, 1962 

August 18, 1962 

September 15, 1962 

October 5, 6, 7, 1962 

. 'ovem r 3, 1962 

.1arch 23, 1963 

April 20, 1963 

September 21, 1963 

Battle Creek Parade 

Flint Parade 

Hudson Parade 

Great Lakes Invitauonal 
Grand Rapids 

Regional Contest 
Fruit Belt 

Muskegon Parade 

Sault Ste. Marie. Ontario 
Charter-Parade 

Bush League Contest 
Boyne City 

Holland Parade 

Ann Aroor Parade 

Three Rivers Parade 

Utica Parade 

I 'TERNATIO NAL CO'­
TEST, Kansas City 

Oscoda County Parade 

Blue Water Parade, 
South Haven 

District Contest, Windsor 

Detroit Parade 

Battle Creek Parade 

Great Lakes Invitational 
Grand Rapids 

Blue Water Parade 
South Haven 

KEEP AMERICA SINGING-
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TROUB SALUTES 
ROSCOE BENNETT 

Flint Chapter presents 

FESTIVAL 0 F HARMONY 

Featuring: 
Saturda ·, ~larch 24 at 8 p.m. 

AUTO TOW fERS AIRE-MALES 

.fERRl;\iE 

FOR-TUNE TJ:;LLERS SUSPE al-A-CHORDS 

S\\EET SIOUXS 

IMA Annex, East Second Avenue, two blocks east oi 
Hotel Durant 

Admission: $2.00 


