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ACCOUNT OF THE SHARDLIFT

SATURDAY - SUMDAY, ALIZUST

Our Far Fast U.S.0. tour officially began, after months of preparation, processin
-anticipation, at 8:25 AM. EST as we left Detroitr Metrcpolitan Advport via Awmerican
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Japan (a Tokyo suburb) at 8:15 P.M., Sunday, August 17. Dinner, snack and breakfast
were served on the 7 hour'flight over the Pacific, during vhich we crossed the
International Dateline and finally watched the sun set aé 4:10 A.M, Detroit time. We
whiled away some of the time playing cards and the other members of the group fin;lly
discovered that John, unlike most baritones, has a heart after all. As a matter of
fact, during our card game we realized he got most of the hearts. Upon landing we

were met at the plane by a protocol officgr who ushered us off the plane first while
all other passengers waited and guided us into the Yokota Airport lounge vhere we met
and were briefed by PACOM Coordinator Bud Hayes and Jiﬁ Fukusaki, Japan U.S.0. Coordina-
tor. As we left the base with anSther Coordinator, Jim Baggs (great guy), we talked
briefly with the "SIX OF ONE", a mixed rock group who were just concluding the tour we
were about to begin. We boarded a base station van and were driven by a Japanese auto
jockey through the unbelievable suburban and urban vehicle glutted thoroughfares to our
hotel (THE SANHO) in the heart of downtown Tokyo (the world's largest and most crowded
city with a population of over 11% million). The 35 mile trip took approzimately 1%
hours. We checked into our air-conditioned, share-the-bath vooms at 10:45 .M., un-
packed, reviewed this truly energy draining, mixed up day (we actually lost most of a
day and wound up 14 hours ahead of Detroit due to time changes and crossing the
International Dateline) and finally retired at 12:30 P.HM., Sunday, Tokyo time for the

first real sleep since 6:00 A.M. Saturday morning in Detvoit.
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MONDAY, AUGUST 18, 1969

We awoke at 6:30 A.M,, lolled about until having a good and substantial bréakfast of
eggs benedict (75¢) in the hotelAat 8:30, followed by a tour of the area immediately
surrounding the hotel. We visited an old imperial temﬁle (very ornate) on a
promontory overlooking the SANNO and TOKYO HILTON hotels and strolled by the Japanese
Parliament and other Govermment buildings (DIET) és Joe took still and motion pictures.
After lunch back at our hotel, wé met our Coordinator, Jim Fukusaki, at 2:00 P.M. who
arranged a car for our ride out to TACHIFAWA AIR BASE. We arvived at 3:15 P.M. and
spent the next 2% hours shopbing for gifts at the Base Exchance. Joe was the big
spender purchasing 2 fine cameras, a slide projecior, a tripod and other photo equip~
ment, while Bill puichased a large wall clock (with pendulwa and chimes), 2 water
color prints in frames, 2 baseball gloves, a chromatic karmonica, and costume jewelry.
John obtained a tripod for his camera and Lowell was content to window shop. After
packaging some éf our purchases for m2iling, we siruggled with our bundles 3 blocks to
the surprisingly pleasant base Civilian Club complete with Chamber Music Orchestra

for drinks and dinner from 5:30 to 7:00 P.M. with our U.S5.0. guides. Then a 5 minute
ride to the hospital--warm up-~and 2 45 minute show for sbout 50 awbulatory patients
and attendants in one of the wards followed by an hour long handshake tour (one
patient from Dearborn and a2 male RN named Teesdale from Muskegon). Then the long trip
back to the hotel, arriving at 10:30 P.M. The day was very warm and muggy and we had

had it.
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TUESDPAY, AUGUST 19, 1969

Breakfast at the SANHO at 8:00 A.M., followed by shopping in hotel stores. Purchasés
included: THOMAS--2 alarm clocks and a large wood laquered jewel case; SEEMAN--a
Canon FIQL Camera (which didn't work properly and had to be exchanged later) with flash
attachment gnd a set of stainless steel service for 8; JOE-~-camera flash attachment;
and BILL--3 brass candlesticks (2 small and 1 large) and candles for large stick. We
skipped lunch and joined Aruy special services aide Mike Benton for the 1 hour 10 min.
trip to CAMP DRAKE. Ve arrived %t;DRAKE HOSPITAL at 1:45 P.M., warmed up, and then
performed on 6 wards for approximately 200 patients until 4:15 P.M. It was a satisfyin
day of rewarding performances and good feelings of a job well accepted. Following the
trip back to our hotel we played the slot machines in the hotel basementcasino and had
a couple of beexs. Next we changed into our suvits for a trip to a good Japancce
restaurant (SUEHIRO) for a dinner of KOBE beef, rice and wine (the food was excellent).
We returned to our hotel, then set out for a trip to downtowin Tokyo for sightseeing

on the GINZA, We walked the strip and observed and took pictures of the incredibly
beautiful and ornate neon signs and the hundreds of quaint and very cluttered nightclubs
(similar to the New Orlezns Latin Quarter). During this tfip we vere propositioned by
merchants and other characters and finally succumbed due to Lowell and John's vrging to
being lured into a B-girl bar where we were quickly and royally clipped. We also
experienced considerable troubie in obtaining a taxi back to our hotel zt midnight

from the strip since all of the taxis at that hour demanded exorbitant scalpers rates.
We finally procured a ride after another hour (and ncfusal from a number of empty
taxis) with the aid of the police, and returned to our hotel for the night., It was

another hot and humid day.
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TULSDAY, AUGUST 19, 1969 (cont'd.)

NOTE: The extent of our shopping and purchases of merchandise and services was largely
the result of the very attractive low cost of almost all items throughout our tour.

Some idea of the vaviance with current prices inbthe u.s. canrbe gleaned from the
following costs: cigarettes 15¢ a pack; haircuts 30¢; laundry &4¢ per shirt and 20¢

for dvy cleaning trousexs; taxicab fare about 80¢ across Tokyo (11% million people);
appliances--top grade cameras selling for $400 in the U.S. were $250 here; food prices--
a complete filet mignon dinner for‘about $2.00; liquor price$-~90¢ for a fifth of
Imperial, $4.10 for a full quart of Chevas Regal Scotch, 75¢ per six pack of preminun

beer; $125 wrist watches for $53.00; etec.

i
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WEDEESDAY, AUGUST 20, 1969

Joe, Lowell and Bill arose early at 4:45 A.M, on this day and took a taxi to visit the
famous Japanese Fish Market called SKICI. We arrived at 5:30 and Joe took pictures of
the sights and operations as Lowell and Bill took in the scene. The market is almost
% mile square and operations begin at the docks where the fishingvboats (about 125 to

150 ft. long) unload their cargo of tuna, red snapper, blue fin, bonita, squid, snails,

clams, octopus, ccls, shrimp and everything else that can be eaten from the sea The

e
fish are then arranged in various blaces on the docks alongside each boat by kind.
Then they are tagged and numbered for sale and next ere inspected by hundreds of
prospective wholesale~retail buyers (SKIGI proprietors). The fish ave then auctioned
off in individual lots (the levge tuna are zuctioned off one by one) by leather lunged

auctioncers on platforms to buyers usually stending on other platforms which look like

S WRACE
steps or chorus risers. This process takes over en hour and involves several hundred
people. Buyers and workers numbering in excess of one thousand then traneport theiyx

urchases on wagons, caris and 1ift trucks to the shopovncrs' warehouse ehed
’ P

s & few

hundred feet further inland from the dock for processing (clecning, slicing, icing,

etc.) and rcadying for resale to local stores and individual fomilies,

The sight of

these workers plying their ages-old trade was very intervecting and the sight and

smell of the myriad of different products of the ocean wis a yeal experience. The

)

three quartet mewbers, all dressed in bermuda shorts with long socks, were 2lso an

unusual sight to the Japanese workers who furtively sniclered, pointed at end commented on

the hairy legs and form of drvess. John was avakencd at 7:15 AM. upon return to the

hotel, and after shovering, shaving end breakfast, the quertet touved the femous Tokyo
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20, 1969 (cont'd.)

- -

Tower in the heart of town which is about 55 feet taller than the Eiffel Tower. After view-
ing the smog shrouded city from enclosed and air conditioned platforms high in the Tower, we
returned and took time éxposuxe pictures of the quartet in thé reary garden of our hotel, Ve
met Army special services guide Béb Scoursi at noon for the hour trip to KISHINE ARMY
HOSPITAL at YOKOHAMA, We toured the wards (6) until & P.M. singing for perhaps 200 severely
wounded servicemen (many were badly burned, were double and triple amputees, had severe
builet and shrapnel wounds). This was easily our most trying emotional experience in terms
of doing our thing in the presence of such stark evidence of the horror of war. It really
brought Vietnam into our presence in its most awful reality to be face to face with these
brave kids, most of whom will be badly maimed for life. After returning home to the SANNO
Hotel we had dinner and then each of us had ocur initial experience with the famous Japanese
turkish bathe which we took individunlly by appointment in the hotel bath house. A true
description of these baths will be 1éft to the discretion of each mewmber of the quartet,

but suffice it to say that they are a marvelous experience, are very satisfying, and arve a
great way to rid‘oneself of the cares of a trying day. Joo retired at this point, while
John, Lowell and Bill repaired to the hotel casino for another brief go at the slot

machines before calling it & day (John was the firse of the group to hit a jackpot). ‘he
day was a little cooler, but still warm and nuggy. It became overcast late in the after-
noon and we had our first rain in a brief aﬁd nild thunderstorm for an hour between 7:30

and 8:30 P.M. One of the uvausual things we were be ginning to notice here was the almost
total absence of flies and mosquitoes, and that as a conscquence there were &lwoct no creens

on deors and windows of homes and buildins gs. This is all the more vemarkable in view of

the myriad of odors constantly bembarding the nostrils, the hot, humid suanmer climate and

the prevalence of open sewage drains still in use in all but the center business sections

tte
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of the country's principal cit

i
i
i
t



-8 -

THUXSDAY, AUGUST 21, 1969

We slept in late this morning and had breakfast at 9:30 A.M. We spent the rest of the
morning in the hotel shopping (ioe purchased a silver serving dish, antique vase, and
jade earrings for his wife), putting clothes in the cleaners, mailing packages houe,
writing cards, etc. Lowell visited the barbershop for é shave and Bill followed for a
shave and a facial (who could need one more!). At noon we were met once again by our
special services representative Bob Scoursi for the trip to ZAMA HOSPITAL. We arrived
at 1:15 P.M. and sang in 6 or 7 wards for some 200 to 250 appreciative wounded and
sick servicemen (Bill Newville from Muskegon--Oakview School area). We finished at

4 P.M. and returned to our hotel, arriving at 5:30 P.M. At 6:30 we began a Grayline
sightseeing tour which included an authentic SUKIYAKI (beer fed beef, rice and saki)
dinner at a Japancse restaurant whére we all (15 people from New York, Nebraska,
California, Michigan, Bombay, Madrid, Portugal and Brazil) sat around in our stocking
feet on floor méts before a low table with built in cooking pits. Our guide was

UKITO KUBAIYASHI, an engaging 23 year cld Japenese college student who spoke English
well, After dinner we visited the famous KUBUKIL theatre for a concert by Japan's
number 1 male singer (a sort of Japenese Mario Lanza or Enrico Caruso). Following
this ve briefly visited a swank nightelub and saw a Japanese floor show (John danced
with an attractive young Brazilian member of our party) and then were taken to an
authentic Geisha House for a party with 3 Geisha girls as our hostesses vhere we
munched on snacks, had drinks and Qatched and listcned to our hostesses os they put

on a traditional song and dance show for us. Our quartet also performed for the party
and we were well received. A few party games were also played. We returned by bus

to ouwr hotel at midnight and had another g0 at the one-armed bandits in the casino.



-9 -
THURSDAY, AUGUST 21, 1969 (cont'd.)

Both John and Bill hit the jackpot and Bill continued a hot streak to be the night's
big winner at +10.20 on the nickel machines. Lowell did well at first but tapered off
and Joe again failed to have much luck. We returned to our room and retired for the
night at about 1:15 A.M. The weather continued warm, sunny and pleasant. We learned
to count to 10 in Japanese (taught by our Grayline guide) -- icﬁi, nge, san,
sﬂe, gg, rogko, shzchi, haghi, cg, }8. Also by this time we
had learned a few common Japanese greetings such as: "Heilo" - thyo; "Good
morning'" -- Ohiyo Gadaymus; "Good afternoon" -- Kohneecheewa; "Good evening'" —-
Konnbahnwa;  "Goodbye" -~ Sayonara; "Thank you" -- Arigato; "Thank you very

much'" -~ Domo Arigato; 'Yes" -- Haece; "Toilet" -- Benjo.
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FRTDAY, AUGYST 2?7, 1969

Joe awoke early again at 4:45 AM. and returned to the SKIGI Fish Market for more pictures.
The rest of the group awoke at 7:30 and joined by Joe haa breakfast in the hotel, cleaned
up (shaved, etc.) and then all except Bill visited the TOKYO HILTOK Hotel about a block
away to shop in that hotel's stores (John bought a wireless nicrophone), while Bill wailed
more packages home. We were met at 12:30 by Army special services representative Bill
Berry for the trip to our last Japan Army Hospital at OJI. Ve arrived at 1:15 P.M. and
sang on 7 wards for another 200 wounded servicemen (one of the Red Cross volunteers is
from NANTIKORE, Pa. near Lowell's birthplace of Warrior Run, Pa., 2 veterans were from
Detroit, 1 from Grosse Pointe and 1 from Escanaba). We finished at 4:15 P.M. and returned
to our hotel for an early dinner, after which we packed a few things and took a cab to the
Tokaido Railroad station for a trip to KYOIO aboard Japan's new super express BULLET (130
MPH). We left at 7:38 P.M. and covered the 300 mile trip in less than 3 hours (1 stop at
NAGOYA) arriving at KYOTC (pop. 1,400,000) at 10:30 P.M. in a heavy rainstorm caused by
approaching typhoon CORA. After checking into the large, modern and swanky International

Hotel, we window shopped at the several hotel stores and then retired to our rooms. Lowell

and John watched a little Japanese TV (girl wrestlers and Japanese version of the Virginian)

while Joe and Bill (over 2 very large bottles of beer) reviewed the day and planned for
Saturday's picture taking tour of this famous city's centuries old historic temples. We
are nov finding ourselves mimicking the Japanese trying to speak English in our conversa-
tion with each other, using such words and phrases as "UNBERIEVABLE"; WE NOW GO TO FRAYV
SROT MACHIRE, YES?"; "YOU JUST TAKE KOOK, YOU KO RIKE, YOU REAVE; "0JI", meaning ancient
grandfather (a tern used to describe or introduce Bill to Japaneée); etc. The rain and
Qind continued at a fierce pace throughout most of the night as typhoon CORA swept in from
the ocean. Arrvengements were made for the hire of a cer and driver for Saturday's tour

of the city's historic sights.
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 23, 1969

We awoke at 6:30 A.M. to a very overcast, cloudy and rainy morning, and looking out of

our 6th floor rooms at the International Hotel in the heart of KYOTO, we could see

over the building and house rooftops the fog, mist and cloud shrouded black craggy
mountains which were a sight to bchold. A few minutes later as the sun tried to peep

out we were treated to an unexpected and spectacular rainbow of which Joe and John got
pictures. We had breakfast in the hotel dining room and then aftér checking out, were
picked up by our hired Japanese‘cgr and driver for a tour of 6 or 7 old historic Shinto
and Buddhist temples and shrines and shogun castles and palaces. Our driver was very
pleasant, attentive and helpful in showing us only the most fantastic scenes and places

to visit, photograph and record on movie films. We stopped for lunch at the TOZANKAKU
Hotel in KYOTO midtown and then spent the early afternoon continuing our tour. We did
some intermittent shopping along the way and Lowell purchased a framed picture of one

of the temples‘(in gold relief) while Bill bought a matching dish and vase (china pottery)
for his mother and a brass bud vase for his wife. Joe, after having read up on it, gave
a demonstration on how to barter with the native shopovners when meking a purchase and
saved Bill 250 yen (about 20%) on one of his purchases. Upon completion of our tour

at 3:30 P.M. we returned to the railroad station, bid goodbye to our hired chauffeux

(his cost including the car and heavy tip—-$4.50) and returned to Tokyo on the 130 MPI super
express, leaving at 4:35 P.M. and arviving in Tokyo at 7:30 P.M. We saw some spectacular
scenery (mountains, villages, valieys, farmlend, etc.) on the way and had our first 1003
at majestic MT. FUJIYAMA (13,600 ft. high) at dusk. Joe went directly to the GINZA for

more pictures and the rest of us returned to the hotel. We all had dimner again at the
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 23, 1969 (cont'd.)

hotel and afterward did some gambling at the hotel casino (slot machines). John lost a
little, Joe lost a little again, Bill left éarly after winning $5.70 and Lowell, who
stayed the longest, had a hot streak and hit 3 jackpots to wind up with about +16.00
vhich he claimed brought him to about breaking even for the tour to date. After return-

ing to our room we all labored mightily (esp. Joe and Bill) at packing all our belongings

for the Sunday trip to Okinawa.
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 24, 1969

We arose again at 6:30 A.M., showered and shaved and went down to the SANNO Dining Room
for breakfast at 7:30 A.M. Our Japan U.S.0. Coordinator, Jinm Fukusaki, joined us at
8:00 A.M. and also had breakfast while we checked out (room cost for our stay in Tokyo
at this U.S. Government operated hotel was a staggering $1.00 per day). We left by
Army Personnel Carrier for YOKOTA Air Base shortly after 8:30 A.M. and arrived about
9:30 A.M. We were ushered into the high ranking officers' and VIP civilian's private

lounge for processing and relaxation until our military flight to OKINAWA at 12:30 P.M.

We left promptly after being again escorted abosard the planc ahead of all other military

and civilian passengers. Shortly after takeoff we flew almost directly over the

13,600 foet MI. FUJIYAMA. It was a spectacular view and Joe and John got some excellent

photos of it as we passed (we hope). We were fed dinner aloft and crossed over the
Pacific to OKINAVA in 2 hours 15 minutes (865 miles), touching down at 2:45 P.M. We
were escorted off the plzne as the first passengers and were again ushered into the
high ranking (colonel and above) and civilian VIP lounge where we were met and briefed
by our CKINAWA U.S.0. Coordinator, Logan Wallker, and his assistant Dob Topping. We
were then taken to our lodgings in officer country on FORT BUCKNER., Joe took some
informal, time cxposure shots of the quartet near our living quarters after we had un-
packed. After having a beer at the officers' club, ve visited a small post exchange
nearby for some shopping and we discovered the extremely low prices of beer, whiskey,
wine, etc., We lolled ahout until after sunset and then returned to the officers' club
(LITTLE CLUB) for dimner at 8:00 P.M. After cating, we moved over to the slot
machine reom there for a go at the one-armed bapdits. We weren't so fortunate this
time for no one won and only John broke even. We all retired for the night about

11:30 P.M. The weather was very hot and muggy and breezy.
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MONDAY, AUGUST 25, 1969

We awoke at 7:40 A.M., had breakfast at the LITTLE CLUB, and caught a cab to the main
Fort Buckner Exchange. John atteﬁpted to buy a slide projector but was unable due to

a $10.00 purchase limitation per item regulation. Joe bought a bud vase and Lowell
finally broke down and spent 16¢ for some thongs (which turned out to hurt his feet).
Bill mailed some packages home which had been bought in Japan while the other fellows
visited the Armed Forces Museum on the Iéland. We returned to our quarters and

readied for our hospital ward tour. We were picked up at 12:30 P.M. by Bob Topping

and arrived at KUE Hospital (the most modern high rise medical structure we've visited
to date) and sang on 5 wards until 4:30 P.M. (125 patients). Several of the servicemen
were from Michigan (mostly Detroit area). After exploring several cerecmonial cliffside
gravesites, set in caves which were probably used as pillbozes by the Japanese during
the Battle of Okinawa, and taking a taxi to and from MOON BEACH where we climbed along
the rocky shore, watched the waves and collected coral and shells on the beach, we
returned to our quarters and found a note from a barbershopper, TOM DIMERY (UTAH, FLORIDA,
and SEATTLE) who arranged for us to meet several other barbershoppers the next evening
for a visit and some woodshedding. We then dressed formally and hzd dinner (KORBE BEEF
SUKIYAKI and SAKE) at OZEKI Stcak House, the best restaurant in KOZA, sccond largest
city on OKINAWA which is very gerish and Honky Tonk with nightclubs, souvenir shops,
etc, Eaclh table at the vestaurant had its own large wmztal place in the center of the
top and we watched cur own personal chef prepare our meal in front of us. The food

was excecllent and among the best of the trip. We tourcd the shops nearby afterward aud
Joc purchased 2 children's kimonos and a Chinecse collar dress, while John bought =a
frilly brief nightgown for Joy and Bill obtained some firccrackers for Randy. The old

Okinawan lady proprietor was very entertaining as she balked at Joe's and Joln's
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MONDAY, AUGUST 25, 1969 (cont'd.)

bartering efforts. We returned to our quarters and played the one-armed bandits again.
Joe, Lowell and John lost again (John the heaviest as usual) while Bill continued his

lucky streak winning $13.65. The day had been very hot and humid.
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 26, 1969

Joe, John and Bill awoke at 6:30, had breakfast at 7:00 AM. and then set out by taxi
for & 45 minute trip to ISHIKAVA BEACH on the eastern side of the island for pictures,
beachcombing, and a glass bottom-boat trip to view the coral ocean floor. Lowell

slept in this morning. The day was beautiful early and the heat came on strong about
10: 00 A L. We hiked along the beach taking pictures, collecting coral and shells,

and climbed along and through some picturesque rock caves formed by the surf(vhich were
dry because of low tide). We lunched at a beachside snack shop at 11:00 A.M, (the
hamburgers were terrible) and returned to our quarters, arriving at noon. The glass
bottom boats were grounded due to surf conditicns and contamination resulting from
typhoon CORA, Bill got a beauty of & sunburn on the tops of his feet. We dressed

and returncd to the hospital at 1:00 P.M. for another singing tour of more wards (5 wards,
about 100 patients). We met Tom Demery, the barbershopper who had contacied us the
previous day; Mexy Van Hovn, & Lt. Colonel Physio Therepist from Zeeland; Steve Conuett
(the con of Floyd Conneti)vho was attached to the KADENA ATR BASE and was visiting the
hespital; end Marian Smith, a woman patient from Toledo who wes in school (DEVILBISS)

the same time John attended WAITE, After singing, we visited the officerd wives gifi

"

shop where Joe bought another peirv of jade earvings for Hary Ann and Lowell bought

an antiqued brass bud vage for his mother while John arranged for and puwrchased a

projector. We returned to our quarters at 5:30 and Bill took & brief nap and rested

(6]

adjacent

his badly sunbuined feet while the other three had an sboriive go at th
miniature golf course. All then dressed for a trip to the officers! dinner club called
TOP OF THE ROCK, vhere we gave 2 20 minute show for abous 200 dining officers, wives

Liirg

and children, and vere tweated to a free mongolian barbecue dinner and dJdrinks. We
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 26, 1969 (cont'd.)

were joined by Tom Demery and 2 other barbershoppers, now officers in service (one
Dixie District member from Tenneésee and onc from Napa Valley, California). After
dinner we returned to our BOQ lounge and gave an informal concert for these and 3
other former barbershoppers (one was oldtimer H.H. Copeland, former Washington, D.C.
Chorus Director who is now 29th Army Bandmaster) and 3 or 4 BOQ residents. During
our performance and tag woodshedding with these men we suffered a disrupting but also
humorous experience with a very drunk fellow BOQ resident (retired army officer).
Lowell and Joe retired at 11:15 P.M. and Bill and John both had another go at the

slot machines until 12:30, each losing a couple of deollars.
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27, 1969

The quartet slept in late, arising about 9:00 A.M. breakfasting at 9:30 A.M. and
showering, shaving, etc. afterward. Joe, Lowell and John finished ahead of Bill, as
usual, and returned to the Little Club game room for still another brief go.at the
slot machines. Lowell in a very few minutes won $8.00 on the quarter machine whilg
the others lost minimal amounts. All then packed and Joe took a few final pictures
of the immediate area. We were picked up by Bob Topping at 11:45 A.M., driven to the
airport and taken to the distinguished visitors and high ranking officers' protocol
lounge. The plane was late and we chatted there with Topping and our Okinawa U.S.0.
Coordinator Logan Walker while we waited. The THREE PARTY LINE, a mixed folk-rock
group from California (college kids) came in for a 3-day tour of the island and we met
and chatted with them briefly. They were the fifth other U.S5.0. Hospital Tour group
we had secen to date, others being the SIX OF ONE (a mixed rock group), PROHIBITION
'69 (a nixed céllege folk group of six also from California who we were immediately
following), SARA WINTERS and THE ARIZONA JAMBOREE (rock), FLOYD BIBINS and THE UNITED
NATIONS (a racially and sexually mixed rock group of 7) and the DEEP RIVER BOYS (a
famous Mills Brothers type Negro rhythm group). Our flight left at 1:45 P.M. and

we flew on to CLARK AFB in the Philippines. We serenaded the 2 attractive stewardesses
during the trip, were served a snack and Joe and John took a few pictures of cloud
formations and islands we passed. Our landing at CLARK ATB at about 3:10 P.M. .
Philippine time (we gained an hou% on the trip) was rough and hairraising, so much

so in fact that the planc behind us was waved off because the tower thought we might
not make it safely (we bounced, skidded and careened crazzily for awhile beceause of
our pilot's sloppy handling). We were given the 'first off' VIP treatment again and

.

talen pass a sign at the air terminal which read "Welcome to the Philippines the
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27, 1969 (cont'd.)

Sharplifters" to the protocol lounge by 3 aides (Coordinators Joe Morse and Blake

Smith and civilian barbershop enthusiast Erxnie Schuldaski, a Wilkes Barrie, Pa. native).
After briefing, we were taken to our Air Base Motel (nice place). Blake and Jose and
Filipino aide Nestor saw to ocur needs (laundry, etc.) and left Evrnie with us. After
unpacking and talking barbewshop and conditions in the Philippines, Ernie took us shopping
at the base exchange and Philippine wood carving shop. Joe, Bill and John browsed while
Lowell purchased a wooden salad bowl set for someone at his office. Bill later bought

a pair of sunglasses at the exchange. The five of us then went to dinner in the base-
ment dining room of the officers' club. Afterward we went to the base theatre to take

in the hour long U.S.0. chow performance of the "PROHIBRITION '69" who roomed next to us
at the base motel. ALl except Bill stayed on for the movie (a picture about auto racing)
afterward. It was a loser. Bill returned to the motel, watched some television,
showered and dig a litile reading and report writing till the others returned and all
packed a few things for the next day and night at SUBIC BAY and performances at the
hospital and theatre there. The day had been hot and we found, as warned, that the
Philippine weather wes hotter than cither Jepan or Okinawa. Bats arve almogt as plenti-
ful and regular a sight around street lights here as the moths and oihar nocturnai

insects they hunt as food.
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 28, 1969

We arose at 6:15 A.M. breakfasted at 7:00 A,M. and were picked up at §:15 A.M, by
Nestor for the personnel carrier trip to SUBIC BAY. The day was again hot and humid
93%). wve began the 2% hour trié (about 50 miles) at 8:30 and journeyed through towns,
cities, farmland and mountains along the famed MacArthur Highway (voute of the Bataan
Death March led by Gen. Johnathon Wainwright during World War 11), the only road to
SUBIC BAY on Bataan Peninsula near OLONGAPO. The road was unbelievably :ough and
crowded with jeepnies, horse drawn 2 vheel carriages, trucks and cars, and the

scenery was among the most interesting we had seen on the trip (Filipino shacks and the
indescribable squalor of native living conditions in residential areas, sugar cane and
rice fields, carabao (Fhilippine oxen), mud flats, garbage polutted yards and streams,
flinsy sharecropper hillside dwellings, banana and cocouut groves, beautiful mountains
and nzrrow winding roads, old Spanish mission type churches, ete.). We arvived &t
SUBIC BAY and went through a rigorous sceurity check before being finolly admitted

to the base and escorted to our BOQ (Bachelox Officers Quarters) motel. We were metl

by our area coordinator Goorge Hertzog wio saw to our needs and introduvced us to our
personal host, Licutenant Dave Rocbuck (a doctor, U. of M, graduate and barbershop
enthusiast) who remained with us the rest of the day. We lunched and then changed into
casual unifoims for a 2 ward singing tour of the Navy Hospital at SUBIC POINT (about
100 patients, attendants and dependents). Then we were taken to Dr. Roebuck's home

for a brief rest and met his lovely wife Pat end the 3 small Rosbuck children. After

a cool drink, Joz, Bill and Lowell accompanied Dave on a picture tazking tour of the
hospital and the bay (several ships including the Carrier Hancock CVE 19, Hoepital Ship
H ant

SANCYUARY, 3 destyoyers, a tanker, several supply and repair chips and mexcha

vessels were anchored there and an aircraft lending field and helicopter st

;
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 28, 1969 (cont'd.)

also included). The day wes beautiful for picture taking and the surrounding mountains
and jungle were breathtaking. We returned to the Roebucks for drinks and an authentic
Filipino dinner of LUMPIA, a shriﬁp and pork fried rice concoction and other native
dishes (it was delicious) and wine and iced tea. Afterward we returned to our room,
changed into formal wear and walked across the street to the SUBIC BAY THEATRE, where
at 8:15 P.M. we put on an hour long U.S.0. show (15 songs) for about 450 base personnel
and families. We did what we considered a very good job and afterward returned to the
Roebuck's heme for some pie, drinks and an informal afterglow with sbout 5 couples (all
physicians at the hospital and their wives). We were returned by our driver to our

BOQ at 12:15 P.M. and turned in for the night. The cuartet slept in 2 tier bunks with
Joe and Bill having the uppers. Joe talked in his sleep (picture taking talk) and once
during the night when he rolled over, John, half asleep himself, rushed to his side

.

thinking he was going to fall out of the bunlk.

O

NOTE: The Roebucks have 2 Filipino maids (whom they pay $20.00 a month each and provide
with private living quarters in their home) vho take care of the children, cook and do
all of the housework--and yet even though alvaye there, flit silently about and are

almost never noticed.

3

SUBIC BAY is the sight of the Navy inquiry inte the sinhing of the Destroyer EVANS by a:

Australien aircraft cavrier while on manecuvers a few weeks ago.
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 29, 1969

Lowell, Bill and John awoke at 6:45 A.M. and had breakfas£ in the BOQ dining room while
Joe slept in. An early phone call to Coordinator George Hertzog in an attempt to obtain»
passage on a 3 or 4 day a week DC 3 military flight at 9:30 A.M. from SUBIC BAY to CLARK
AFB (a 20 minute flight) met with no success. Hertzog met ug at 8:45 A.M, and saw us
off with our Filipino driver who chauffcured us in an air-cénditioned chevy on the 50
mile, 2 hour trip back across the mountains and flatlands to CLARK AFB. The return trip,
though not pleasant and rough going most of the wvay, was considerably more endurable
than the day before. We arrived back at our base motel at 10:45 A.M., showered, shaved and
rested (Joe and Lowell got haircuts at 30¢ per) till12:30 when we lunched 2t the Kelly
Cafeteria next door. We changed into an informal quartet outfit and were met by

Ernie Schuldaski who drove us to the Dase Hospital Lounge for our 45 minute performince
(11 songs) at 2:15 P.M. for about 100 patients, hospitel attendants and visitors (the

six member KINGSTON TRIO type folk singing group called “"PROHIBITION '69" which vas

also on U,S.0. tour took in our show). Ernie Schuldaski taped our complete show. We
returned to the motel, had a beer with Frnie while Bill got & haircut (2 what?) then

the 3 others took a nap vhile Bill caught up on the daily logging of events. At 6:15
Ernie returned and the quavtet, dressed formally, returned to the hospital for a 20
minute performance for 25 patients in the casualty staging area, The group later

joined Blake Smith, Jose Morse end Mrs. Delores Schuldaski at the Bace Officers' Club

for drinks, a 45 minute bondstand perfovmance (11 songs) for about 200 dini ing officers

{‘)

and wives, and dinner on the housze. A 16 piece Tilipino orchestra with 3 vocalists and
dancers played throughout the evening fox dining and doncing.  The baad wes excellent,

had a fine, polished big band scund and rlayed a wide voriety of numbers. John danced

several donces with Jose vhile the other 3 quaxiet members dranuk and chotited with Blale
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 292, 1969 (cont'd.)

and the Schuldagkis. All 4 played the house slot machines and each lost a couple dollars
a2 piece and then returned to the party. Blake presented us with a beautiful plaque in
appreciation for and as a memento of our Philippine tour. Just before the evening get
together ended John returned to the one-armed bandits and on his last quarter won the
big $50.00 jackpot. The party broke up at about 12:30 and we returned to our motel and
turned in. The day had been partly cloudy and it rained briefly in the afternoon. (It
is now the beginning of the rainy secson in the Philippines. The season lasts till mid

November.)
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SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, AUGUST 30 AND 31, 1969

The quartet arose at 7:30 Ak, showered, shaved, etc., and then took a taxi back to
the base officerst club for breskfast, While waiting to bz met by Ernie Schuldaski,
John and Bill put a few more coins in the slot machines (Bill parlayed 3 nickels into
$1.65 and John quickly won another &4,,00). Ernie and Delores arrived at 9:L5 A,

and took us off the base for 2 shopping tour of onec of the Phillippinels fanous
woodcarving and art (vibrantly colored velvet pointings) shops in the heart of Angeles
which is adjacent to CLARK AFB. Bill was the only purchaser, obtaining a wooden salad
bowrl sete We returncd to the base for a fast and final shopping tour of the base
exichange shops as the rain started againe ILowell exchanged an earliey rurchased
vooden salad bowl set and bought a baseball glove for his son Rudy, while John‘and
Joe each bought toys for thelr children and Bill purchased a set of mother of pearl
cull links for his assistant and a white briar EAYWCODIE pipe for his fatherveinelaw,
A1l four of us werc then teken back to our motel where we did our final packing for the
trip home, arrenged for besgoge pickup to the airport and checked out of the motel

vy

(rates £4,.00 & lny por prreon)s Ve were next taken to the Schuldaskits home for

drirks and a lunch with Josz Morse and Blake Smithe We also recorded o fow songs o
Ernie's tape recorder and listened to his tapes of shous by the CAVALIERS from
LIRS

JOADERS from Sen Intonio, Texas, the RENIGADES from

[
T
b8
oy

ram Flitsburghe Ve also met his § small children and

4 ¥ 3 . ) L)
Je ke hes a very atirective home, the msal (broaded poxin

chops) was deliciovs and the Schuldeskist were wonderful hosts, We also woodshzdded

vegr with Erinde end hod our plcture token with Jooo and Blakeo At 5:30 Pelia
ve teok Joo to the cazygency entrance of the base hespitel for an exemination and

) B

diagnosls of a Jump ia his left armpit vhdieh wao causing him sone ilsconfort,
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From there Ernie drove us to the Special Services Office where we were given final
briefings by Jose and had more pictures taken of us near the USO sign of our show,
From there we were driven to the airport for our 7:30 P.M, flight holies, As we arrived
at the CLARK AFB field the sun was setiing behind the mountains and Joe and John got
movies and slides of our first really beaubtiful oriental sunset, Ve then each bought,
L fifths of duty and tax free alcoholic beverages and returnzd to the private VIP
lounge to aweit flight boarding. We left on time after saying goodbye and thanks to
our vonderful escorts, Ernie and Jose, and began the first lez of our return home
aboard a giant (230 seat) stretched ocut DC & Trans~-Internaticnal Lirways plane,
Dinner was served in flight and we made the trip to YOXOTA AIR BASE in Japan (near

Tokyo) in 4% hours, arriving at midnight. During the 13 hour refueling stop we again

were given the now familiar but never gotten used to VIP treatnent by speclal personnel

assigned to greet; and brigf us and see to our needs. Shopping in the terminal storos
netted Joue a jade choker necklace for Kary inn, John a necklace and earring sct for his
secretery and Bill jade carrings for Moureen. e left Yokote at 1:30 Aok Sunday,
Tokyo time and returned to Anchorage, Alaska, a 6% hour trip which saw us ro-cross

the Internationsl datelinc, watch Setulday, Auvgust 30th dawn again at 2:30 Al

Sunday Tokyo tims and h°°0 Plls Ssturday Michigan time. This second leg of the trip,
during vhich we wefe.served a snack and slept, terminated at Anchorage for another

hourts rcfueling stope We left Anchersge et 5:00 PuM. Satufday, Anchorege time

(7:00 P.lf. Cilifornia time and 9:00 P.M. Detroit time), wotehed the sun set again

w

(the se sunset we had scen 14 hours earlicr in the Philipines) end arrived at
Travis AFB &t 10 P.M.; California Coast tuxcc At TRAVIS AFB we wore again given the

first served, escorted VIV trecatment as @S 15%s and were ushered through Customs while
all other passengers veited in lince %o owr diecm nzy we learnsd that our alecholic

beverage purchases were not duty free after 211 and we hed to pay impori texes on L

of the 5 boltlces cach of us was carrying. After Custeus chodk end some Tan wicth the
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agents over our name (they laughingly threatencd to "throw the book" at us due to the
USHOPLIFTERISY sound of our neame) we waited in ébc protocol lounge for our bus to arrive
to take us to San Francisco Airport (1% hours drive away)° Upon learning much to our
chagrin that no arrangements for our comnercial flights from this point had been made,
ve each obtained our own flight reservations to our next destinations (Joe and John

to Detroit, Lowell to Wilkes-Rarrie anijill to Houston), ecause of the busy labor
Day weekend nonec of us vere able to make immediate connections, we we took booms

in the VIP BGQ for the night at Travis and retired at 1:30 A, until awakened at

4:00 Ay, Sunday. We left by private USO bus at 4:30 AM. and arrived at Frisco
Airport at 6:00 A, where we confirmed our flight reservations, had coffee and rolls
in the airport restzurent (the price of 60¢ cach told us we were back in the states)
and then each went our separate weys (Joe and John at 7:30 A.M, to Detroit via United;
Bill at 8:00 A.M. to Houston via Fational Airlines and Lowell at 8:15 A.M, to FlLthurgn

vie United and then on to Wilkes=Barrie via Allegheny).

Thue ended the SHARPLIFTERS? memorable U.S.0. sponsored singing tour of military hosg-
pitals in the Fer Fast—2a trip encompessing 16 exciting and unforgettable days,

17,695 air miles, stops éﬁ San Francisco and Travis Air Force Base in California,
Anchorage Alaska; Tokyo, Yokahama end Kyoto in Japan, Okinewvas 3, Clark Air Force Base
and Subic Bsy in the Philipines, and then back again to Tokyo, Anchorage, Trevis AFB
end San Francisco, visits to 13 military hospitals end other Armed Forces instollations

and 48 singing perforsances (332 songs) in 9 working days (plus 6 travel and 1

o,

u

lny
doy of reoh) before an estimated audience of 2,150 militayy personnel and their depens

dents. The grectest co

ot peid the quartet on the trip (made on two sevarate
occasions by barbership socicty mombors stationsd on Crineve and in the Philipines
vho meke il & point to catch at least one perfomanncs of every visiting quartet) wa
that the SHARPITFINRS were, in their opinion, second only to the ERNAGALES ez the besh

J\,.u Ca

ell-cround proun moking the tour to dete®.
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1. 28 shows in 5 days in Japan, 13 shows in 2 days on Ckinawa, and 8 shows in 2 days
> 3

in the Philipines,.

TAT Ot

2o The SEARPLIFTERS were the 15th quartet to meke the toure Some other groups besides
the RENEGADES h2ve been the CIRCLE W'FCUR, CAVALIERS, FREFLOADERS, UPSIDE DGW}@;S,
SALT FIATS, HUT FOUR, KITPERS, MERRY MUGS, MIDNIGHT OILERS, FOUR NUBBIKS and the
PITTSBURGERSe. Note the accent on comedy groups. The next two quartets scheduled to

make the tour are the FOUR DOMATICS and the FOUR STATESHEN,




