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PRIVATE 
1971tc  \l 2 "1971"PRIVATE 

PRIVATE 
Marshall Wells honored by the Monroe Chaptertc  \l 3 "Marshall Wells honored by the Monroe Chapter"

Any early morning Detroiter can tell you about Marshall Wells. Marshall was the host on WJR's “Town and Country” farm news report which aired at 5:00 a.m. every weekday morning. Listening to Marshall, who would often broadcast from his home in Bloomfield Hills, one could get the early prices on hogs as well as listen to some of the finest barbershop music then available, featuring all of the top choruses and quartets of the day.


In recognition of this attention to our type of music during his 27 years of broadcasting on WJR, the Monroe Chapter, in January of 1971, awarded Marshall Wells a full-blown membership into the Monroe Chapter. His high interest, under​stand​ing, and support of barber​shopping was nothing but a boon to the district and to the Monroe Chapter. Hats off to one fine gentleman, Mr. Marshall Wells.

PRIVATE 
District suffers membership loss in Januarytc  \l 3 "District suffers membership loss in January"

District membership figures were down considerably at the end of 1970 according to District President Tom Damm in his January Troubadour report. Tom reported that, even though he had been able to visit the new Au Sable Valley Chapter, the count remained at 1238 members, about 100 below our usual January counts. Tom stated he would like to see Pioneer District increase its count by ten percent in the coming year. It was also announced there would be an International Send-Off Show scheduled for June 12, 1971, to help the WOLVER​INE Chorus and our represen​ta​tive quartets financially in their trek for the gold in New Orleans. A flight was being arranged by the district to attend the convention.


Other chapter events were taking place across Pioneer land in early 1971. The Muskegon Chapter pulled off their annual SPEB-SQUAW night meeting to honor their outstanding lady for 1970. Helping Mrs. Paul Borton to celebrate were the KASUAL D'S, the DUNE TONES, and the PORT CITY Chorus. The HARMONY HOUNDS came on board and sang and showed slides of their trip to the USO Far East hospitals. Meanwhile, in Detroit, well over a hundred barber​shoppers were gathering for Detroit's 15th annual octet contest on February 12, 1971, at their Legion Hall. The MOTOR CITY Chorus had been meeting in Dearborn's old rehearsal hall, the Legion Hall. Coming from as far as Saginaw, but mostly from the Detroit Metropolitan area, twelve groups sang two songs each for Judges Edwin Smith, Al Davenport, Bill Butler, and Al Maier. The OAK​LAND RAIDERS took top honors with the WAYNE BEAUX quartet in second place.

PRIVATE 
District Board makes some important decisionstc  \l 3 "District Board makes some important decisions"

The District Board met on December 5, 1970. President Tom Damm thanked retiring Treasurer E.E. “Pat” Ryan, who was stepping down as district treasurer, for his diligent work in the years that he served. District Treasurer Elect John Gillespie was on hand for the meeting. President Damm called on C & J Chairman Merle Clayton who presented an excellent summary of the problems involved in his department, in the conduct of the district and international preliminary contests. His report was quite detailed and offered several helpful suggestions regarding the conduct of future contests.


A motion was made and carried that the double panel of judges be adopted as standard procedure. Upon a presentation by OCC member Bob Drabik, a motion was made and passed that the Oakland County Chapter be authorized to procure ribbons, at the expense of the district, for the competitors in the winning chorus in the district competition in Traverse City's 1971 spring convention. Another motion which passed and carried was that a suggested by-law change be initiated at the spring convention to make the Junior Chorus Champion Award relate to chapter size, with choruses in the lower half of the chapters by total numbers, and all ties be eligible for the junior championship. Additionally, it was pointed out that, relative to eligibility for district chorus competition, the present by-laws, as amended in 1961, indicate that a district chorus champ is not eligible to win the championship for the next two years. On this basis, the secretary was instructed to inform the MOTOR CITY Chorus and the WOLVERINE Chorus that they would be ineligible for the spring, 1971, contest in Traverse City.


A motion to re-zone the district, adding a fifth zone and relocating the boundaries as outlined on a proposed map for Zone IV and Zone V (effectively reducing the size of Zone IV), was discussed and carried. President Tom Damm appointed Noel “Bud” Carpenter as vice president of Zone V.

PRIVATE 
Traverse City hosts spring conventiontc  \l 3 "Traverse City hosts spring convention"

The Traverse City Chapter was later congratulated for the fine job they did in hosting the spring convention. The effort was remarkable, when you consider that they not only did the work of the convention but fielded two quartets and a chorus of 52 men in the competition. (Chapter membership was 53.)


The GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT again out sang the entire field of quartets by 314 points with a total of 3091. The VAGABONDS were a strong second with 2777 points beating out the rejuvenated SHARPLIFTERS, who were designated the alternates to the international contest, by 103 points. Rounding out the top six were three brand new combinations of some great quartet men known as the ORIGI​NAL CHOICE, the HIGH-LITES and the ROLLING TONES. In the chorus competition for the district championship, Wayne's WONDER​LAND Chorus under the direction of Gordy Limburg, won their third district champion​ship in spite of a stiff challenge by Traverse City. Following Traverse City were Grosse Pointe, Grand Rapids, Pontiac, Muskegon, Lansing, Flint, Boyne City, Cadillac and Milford. The Pontiac chorus won the junior championship.

PRIVATE 
House of Delegates meeting was loaded for beartc  \l 3 "House of Delegates meeting was loaded for bear"

The House of Delegates meeting was called to order by President Damm at 9:40 a.m. on April 25, 1971. International Executive Vice President John Cairns was on hand for the keynote address regarding Society President Ribble's goal of personal pride for 1971. President Damm then announced that Area Counselor George Dyer had been selected as the “Area Counselor of the Year” and was presented with the “C.D. ‘Chase’ Sanborn Area Counselor of the Year” Award.


The proposal to change the name of the district from Pioneer District to the Great Lakes District was defeated by a vote of 31 Nay 18 Yea, and the motion failed.


A proposal to change the by-laws so that the winning chorus in the district contest can compete again after only one year out instead of two years out as written was postponed indefinitely.


A proposal was made by the Pontiac Chapter to define the eligibility of a chorus member in an international chorus contest, making it mandatory to have a membership in the chapter of the winning chorus one day prior to the chorus elimination contest. After considerable discussion, it was moved and carried to postpone action on their resolution until the fall convention.


President Damm advised that the International Board had made a district by-law rule which (effective January 1, 1971) specified that only the three past district presidents immediately preceding the immediate past president shall be voting members of the House of Delegates. A motion to adopt the above mentioned by-law was approved by the Pioneer delegates.


The following proposal was made by the Board relative to awards at the district chorus contest: “There will be a district chorus champion and also a silver chorus champion which will be chosen from those choruses representing chapters whose total membership falls in the lower half of the membership of the district.” A vote was then cast in favor of the proposal.


Another proposal to be presented to the International Board would recognize the contributions of all members with twenty-five years consecutive membership in the Society; and shall accord such recognition at each five-year interval thereafter.

PRIVATE 
Roger Lewis takes over as new Troubadour editortc  \l 3 "Roger Lewis takes over as new Troubadour editor"

Roger Lewis, well-known member of the HARMONY HOUNDS and the Battle Creek Chapter, took over the reins of the Troubadour beginning with the September 1971 issue. He replaced Dick Van Dyke, who along with John Morris as somewhat of a co-editor, were forced to leave because of increasing job responsibilities. It does take a lot of time, and both Dick and John can take pride in the fact that they published every edition, even though some may have been a tad controversial. The important thing was that the members were well informed during their tenure, and they received some of the finest artwork in the barbershop world, courtesy of John Morris.

PRIVATE 
The smell of victory in the airtc  \l 3 "The smell of victory in the air"

You couldn't put your finger on it, but you knew it was there! The aura of an upcoming Pioneer victory that would reign in one of the finest quartets ever to hit the stage in barbershopping...The GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT. But we're ahead of ourselves here.


The Pioneer District had again arranged for a Pioneer District charter flight to the big convention in New Orleans. It was reported that the 116 seats were completely sold out, and that a full plane was ensured this year as well as in previous years.

PRIVATE 
Battle Creek International Send-Off a huge success!tc  \l 3 "Battle Creek International Send-Off a huge success!"

Anyone who attended the district international Send-Off on June 12, 1971, probably is still raving about it. The talent assembled was extraordinary—the WOLVERINE Chorus, the Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus, the GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT, the SHARPLIFTERS with their sparkling comedy and top-rated sound, and the VAGABONDS—what else can you say? The total funds raised (some of it given directly to the contestants) were $4,903.00. Of this, $1900 came directly from the district coffers. The Send-Off was beginning to get bigger and better every year, and this one was no exception.

PRIVATE 
District Board meeting held June 12tc  \l 3 "District Board meeting held June 12"

President Tom Damm appointed a committee to consist of Brad Laughlin of the Oakland County Chapter and Secretary Bill Warner to review the District By-Laws, incorporate all the changes to date with the thought of publishing them for distribution to all chapters. A copy was to be furnished the Board of Directors by the next meeting. Discussion was held relative to the agenda for the upcoming International Board meeting as to the agenda proposal that would limit the license of a chapter to six months with the possibility of one three-month extension before chartering would be required. The Board also discussed the proposal to impose international COT school on every district at a cost of $15,000 to be paid for by international. The Board recommended that IBM Gillem vote to maintain international COTS on the same voluntary basis as at present.


Other items discussed included Vice President Funk's report on the Holland Tulip Festival and the Lansing Fish Fry. In addition, he discussed the chorus director's school that had been held in Lansing and Bob Johnson's disappointment at the poor attendance. Secretary Warner advised that the poor attendance was not due to lack of publicity since a direct mailing explaining the school, the date, and the location was made to every chapter president, secretary, and musical director in the district prior to the school as well as notification in the Troubadour. The associate status of the Big Rapids Chapter was discussed again, and it was noted that Vice President Funk had been directed to make one more attempt to help them bring their membership to the required 25 level before suggesting that international revoke their charter.

PRIVATE 
ADVANCE \D 7.20
GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT — 1971 INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONS

ADVANCE \Y 417.60
Al Rehkop,tenor; Bob Whitledge,bass; Drayton Justus,lead; Glenn Van Tassell,baritone

1

Treasurer Gillespie was instructed to prepare a check to the WOLVERINE Chorus for $1500 and to the GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT and to the VAGABONDS for $200 each as the Pioneer District contribution to their respective travel funds.

PRIVATE 
GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT brings home champion​shiptc  \l 3 "GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT brings home champion​ship"

Not to be distracted by their competitors, the GENTLEMEN'S AGREE​MENT came to New Orleans to be named international quartet champions, and that they were as they simply swept the audience and the judges with perfor​mances never before seen at an international contest. With a score of 7478, the GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT headed right through the semi-finals, and was chased by the second place SUNDOWNERS, third place GOLDEN STATERS, and the fourth and fifth place finalists, the PACIFICAIRES and the FAR WEST​ERNERS. Forty-five quartets from all over the country competed, but this was the week for the GENTLEMEN'S AGREE​MENT as they sang “Ma, She's Making Eyes at Me”; “Sweetest Story Ever Told”; “How's Ev'ry Little Thing in Dixie”; “Make Believe”; “Ring the Bells in Dixieland”; and “Just a Cottage Small (by a Waterfall)” for the world's championship.


Although the GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT led from the opening round and never relinquished the lead, it was one of the closest contests witnessed in years with only 34 points separating first and second place and just 153 points separating first and third place. Almost unnoticed, in the skirmish for first place, was the fine seventeenth place placement for the VAGABONDS in this contest and a semi-finalist finish. It was truly a fine showing for the VAGABONDS and for the Pioneer District in general.


The 135 member CHORUS OF THE CHESAPEAKE from the Dundalk, Maryland Chapter, under the direction of Fred King, made the Mid-Atlantic District look proud for two straight wins in two years in the international chorus competition. Even sweeter was the fact that it was exactly 10 years before at the convention in Philadelphia that the CHORUS OF THE CHESAPEAKE had previously won the international chorus championship. The SUN HARBOR Chorus from San Diego finished second 58 points behind, followed by the Cincinnati SOUTHERN GATEWAY Chorus, the San Antonio CHORDSMEN, and the CHORUS OF THE DUNES in third, fourth and fifth, respectively. The WOLVERINE Chorus, representing the Pioneer District for the fourth year in a row, finished in twelfth position, three notches down from their prior year finish. They did sing well under the direction of Carl Dahlke, and the district can be proud of their performance.

PRIVATE 
Results of International Board of Director's Meetingtc  \l 3 "Results of International Board of Director's Meeting"

International Vice President Richard H. deMontmollin of the Dixie District was elected to the office of international president for 1972. Other international officers elected included Leon Avakian, Richard Ellenberger, and Charles E. Abernathy to vice presidents.


In other business, the Board adopted revisions of the licensing procedures for new chapters as follows:

    1)
The licensing period was reduced from one year to six months.

    2)A licensed chapter will be allowed to charter after being licensed for a three-month period. The three-month period is mandatory but exceptions can be made by the executive director upon application by the district president.

    3)A licensed chapter will be allowed one three-month extension to be granted by the international president acting on behalf of the International Board of Directors. Each district will make its request for a special extension to the international president through the international office.

    4)
Licensing fee will remain at $5.


As recommended by the Executive Committee, the Board approved a basic $100,000/$300,000 public liability and property damage coverage, with an additional $1,000,000 “umbrella” excess liability insurance coverage for all members while on Society business. The annual cost per chapter for the total coverage will be $30 per year and $40.50 per year for each district.


A special Hall of Fame Committee, consisting of the Harmony Foundation Trustees and the international historian, who had been appointed by President Ralph Ribble earlier in the year to consider the possibility of establishing a Barbershopper's Hall of Fame, unanimously recommended to the Board that the establishment of a Hall of Fame would not be in the best interest of the Society as a whole. The committee felt that the Society was “not doing badly now with recognition” at the chapter and district level and that “any set criteria” might rule out a deserving man from deserved recognition.


A Study Committee on quartet fees appointed several years earlier to “develop guidelines regarding establishment of proper fees, expenses and practices by quartets for Society events” presented an excellent and comprehensive report. The report included many months of study and analysis of more than 400 replies to a survey submitted to all chapters and registered quartets in the Society. The Board adopted the study group's report and requested them to continue its work in the area of chapter and quartet education along lines to be established by the study group and the Executive Committee. The Board commended the study group for its outstanding work.

PRIVATE 
GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT make USO tour of Far Easttc  \l 3 "GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT make USO tour of Far East"

In July of 1971, just one short week after being crowned internation​al champions, the GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT left for a 15-day USO tour of Viet Nam. Here, in their own words, are some of the highlights of the tour.


“Someone asked, `Have you ever made a USO tour?' Bob replied, `No, but we sure would like to.' Next thing we knew, we were waving goodbye to our families and a few close friends at Metro Airport as we lifted off for San Francisco and a rendezvous with a PAN AM 747 to Saigon.


“Imagine it! One week we were crowned INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONS of the world's greatest singing Society, and the next week we were on our way to the other side of the world.


“Many things greatly impressed us. You think you have poverty in your town? Well, you haven't seen a thing. Our worst is very plush compared to their average. We smelled the stench of rotting garbage in the streets, and were never without the smell until we left. In downtown Saigon, we saw a four year old boy methodically eating the wiggling legs torn from a live cricket. It may have been his entire breakfast.


“As a general rule, the G.I.'s were very appreciative of our musical efforts...they are great young men, doing a tremendous job in a lonely, strange country...we went to the Third Field Hospital in Saigon...sang in two large wards of 60-100 patients each. Later that day, we videotaped three separate two song `spots' for the AFVN [Military TV?].


“We went right up on the DMZ to Fire Base Alpha 4, from which we could look out across the DMZ and see the red flag at the North Vietnamese outpost there. To get there, we flew up the back side of the mountain in a chopper, not more than four to six feet off the ground...the next day, our transportation was a C-130 (Fat Albert). Suffice it to say `NEVER AGAIN.' We made four passes at the Dulat air strip, before the pilot could bring her down out of the mountains and make a landing.


“One performance in a neuropsychiatric ward, where (as we were told later) a man who had not communicated with anyone for months talked freely with us. That alone would have made the trip worthwhile.”
PRIVATE 
District Board meets at Harrisville in Septembertc  \l 3 "District Board meets at Harrisville in September"

The Pioneer District Board of Directors took advantage of the Harrisville weekend to hold a meeting on September 4. After covering most of the administrative details of the district; such as financing, membership, etc.; a discussion again ensued as to the use of an international COT school faculty for 1972 as directed by the International Board. President Damm advised the Board that four people had been appointed to go to Kenosha, to the COTS orientation on September 17-19 to act as instructors at COTS in November, as authorized at the last Board meeting. Vice President's Don Funk, Noel Carpenter, Tom Pollard and Secretary Bill Warner were so appointed.


Bob McDermott, the international convention public relations chairman from the Oakland County Chapter, reported on the PROBE booth at New Orleans that it had placed fourth in the booth display competition. President Damm advised that our costs were higher than anticipated. While the booth costs were less than the amount authorized by the Board, the costs involved in the hospitality room were excessive. While the Oakland County Chapter budgeted $350 of their own money to cover the costs, the hotel charges were $550. After considerable discussion, it was agreed that future hospitality rooms should be at district expense. It was moved and carried that the district reimburse OCC in the amount of $200 as partial payment for the hospitality room costs, bringing the cost down to OCC's budgeted $350.


In other actions involving the upcoming district convention in Grand Rapids, it was suggested that, since the mike tester quartet plays such an important part in readying things for the judges, the retiring championship quartet be requested to serve as mike testers before the quartet preliminaries on Saturday morning and the finals on Saturday night. It was moved and carried that the reimbursement of each member of the mike tester quartet be equal to the per person single room rate at the place where the quartet is housed for their Friday night accommoda​tions.


It was also announced by President Damm that Lowell Wolfe had been appointed Logopedics chairman for the district, replacing Roger Lewis.

PRIVATE 
New attendance records set at Harrisvilletc  \l 3 "New attendance records set at Harrisville"

New attendance records were set in the 1971 Barbershopper's Labor Day Weekend at Harrisville. As usual, the state park was filled with campers, the V.F.W. Park was heavily occupied, and the motels displayed their “No Vacancy” signs. Some eager campers even made two weeks of it. As usual, the singing and camaraderie of the barbershoppers and families was outstanding. The “Travel Trophy”, which is awarded each year to the attendee who came the farthest, was presented to Doug Powell who came all the way from Seattle, Washington, to attend. The Wayne Chapter again had the largest number of barbershop members and families in attendance. The City of Harrisville had been proclaimed the “Barbershop Capitol of the Pioneer District on Labor Day” by a previous vote of the Pioneer District House of Delegates.

PRIVATE 
Grand Rapids convention draws contenderstc  \l 3 "Grand Rapids convention draws contenders"

The Pioneer District convention and contests were held in Grand Rapids on October 8-10, 1971, with the beautiful Civic Auditorium as the site for the contests and the Pantlind Hotel across the street as the headquarters hotel. It was an ideal scene for an ideal district meeting. Sixteen choruses and sixteen quartets responded to the call for the competitions to begin, with the quartet preliminaries scheduled for 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, October 9.


The ORIGINAL CHOICE from the Grosse Pointe and Saginaw-Bay Chapters turned in a stunning performance to capture the crown. The quartet included Bob Demchak, tenor; Bud “Noel” Carpenter, lead; Jim Gross, baritone, and Len Johnson, bass. The ORIGINAL CHOICE took the lead in the semi-finals and went on to win the 1971-72 Pioneer District championship by 38 points over their closest rivals, the HARMONY HOUNDS of Battle Creek. The ROLLING TONES finished in third, followed by the RANGE FINDERS and the VOCAL GENTRY in fourth and fifth, respectively. Other quartets competing included the TWI-LIGHTERS, SOUNDSATIONS, LATEST EDITION, GALAXIES, DUTCH MASTERS, BURRILL BROTHERS, SMORGASCHORDS, PHIDAVONICS, HUM BUMS, FOUR BITS, and the SAFE COMBINATION.

In the international chorus preliminary contest, the WOLVERINE Chorus, under the direction of Carl Dahlke, once again won the right to represent the district at the international convention to be held in Atlanta the following year. It was the fifth straight chorus preliminary win for the WOLVERINES, having just come off of a twelfth place finish in New Orleans. In second place and only 22 points behind was the MOTOR CITY Chorus from the Detroit #1 Chapter under the direction of Bill Butler. The Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus finished third, followed by the Battle Creek and Pontiac Chapters in fourth and fifth, respective​ly. Other choruses competing included Kalamazoo, Grand Rapids, Grosse Pointe, Lansing, Traverse City, Niles-Buchanan, Monroe, Saginaw-Bay, Flint, Jackson and Muskegon. Merle Clayton of Battle Creek was the chairman of the judges for the double panel.

PRIVATE 
District Board meets in Grand Rapidstc  \l 3 "District Board meets in Grand Rapids"

President Tom Damm called the meeting to order at 7:45 p.m. After the usual preliminaries, he read a letter from Executive Vice President Ron Gillies in which he tendered his resignation from the position and from the Board of directors. It was agreed that since there was less than three months remaining in his term, an interim appointment would be unnecessary. It was also reported at the meeting that the Tecumseh Chapter, which had recently fallen upon hard times member​ship-wise, was about to give up the ghost and close down. It was the opinion of the Board that the charter be allowed to expire as of December 31 in accordance with international rules.


President Damm reported on the International Board decision to inaugurate international COT Schools as mandatory in every district. However, the 1971 COT school scheduled for November 14 would be manned by district officers who had attended a training session at the international headquarters in Kenosha. President Damm then introduced Past International President Dan Waselchuk as the keynote speaker for the convention. He stressed and encouraged every chapter to try Auditions for Admissions, touching also upon other areas.


In other actions, President Damm put on the table the motion for a by-laws change regarding membership eligibility for chorus competition that had been postponed from the previous House of Delegates meeting. The resolution, which was voted upon and passed, read as follows:


“Be it resolved that in order to be eligible to compete with a Pioneer District Chorus in an international chorus contest, an individual who has held membership in a chapter in our district within one year prior to the selection of our district chorus competitor, must have a membership that dates one day prior to the chorus elimination contest in the chapter of the winning chorus.”

Nominating Committee Chairman Merle Clayton then read the nominations for the election of the 1972 district officers, and the following were elected by the delegates: International Board Member, Tom Damm; President, Bill Warner; Executive Vice President, Don Funk; Zone Vice President's I, Tom Pollard; II, Dick Simpson; III, Del Doctor, IV, Max Carter; and V, Bud Carpenter; Treasurer, Robert Drabik; Secretary, John Gillespie.


Achievement Awards Chairman Ted Verway made the presentation of the 1970 Achievement Awards. The Gold Division winner was the Oakland County Chapter with the Silver Division Award going to the Kalamazoo Chapter.

PRIVATE 
District barbershoppers honor GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENTtc  \l 3 "District barbershoppers honor GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT"

On Friday, October 15, 1971, more than 500 barbershoppers were on hand when Detroit #1 Chapter staged a surprise party honoring the GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT, the international champions. It was arranged by Bill Butler, director of the Detroit #1 chorus, who felt that something should be done to honor the champions. It was quite a surprise to the quartet to walk into the hall and find a tremendous crowd of well wishers from all over the district assembled to do them honor. After the introductions, a fine musical program followed, featuring the FOUR TUNE TELLERS, the HARMONY HOUNDS, the SONGPIPERS (Sweet Ad quartet), the SHARPLIFTERS, and masterfully emceed by Bill Warner. The GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT sang for the finale. They did an outstanding job as always, but perhaps a little bit better than usual because they were singing to their many friends who had come to celebrate their part of the program. Encore after encore was demanded by the enthusiastic crowd. On behalf of the chapter, Bill Butler presented each member of the quartet with a personally engraved gold Society ring.


Then District President Tom Damm made a presentation on behalf of the district. Tom awarded each man an appropriately inscribed plaque featuring a likeness of the medal they wore so proudly since the New Orleans contest. A fitting tribute to a great quartet, one of the finest in the district's history.


PRIVATE 
1972tc  \l 2 "1972"
PRIVATE 
International Board meets in San Diegotc  \l 3 "International Board meets in San Diego"

Along with the normal business ordinarily conducted at the midwinter convention, a few changes were adopted which affected the district at this convention held January 27-30, 1972. The first was a revision to the Standard District Constitution which would allow chapters to have more than one delegate to the district House of Delegates. In essence, each chapter shall be entitled to representa​tion in the district House of Delegates by one or more delegates or alternates in accordance with the ratio adopted by its House of Delegates. In financial matters, a review was given of the increased costs of operation since the last dues increase in 1969, and over which the Society had no control. As a result, the Executive Committee proposed and the Board approved a $1 dues increase in international dues, from $12 to $13, to be effective April 1, 1972. The Board also agreed to increase the quartet registration fee, which had been $5 over fifteen years, to $10 effective immediate​ly. This was the dues increase to which Tom Damm objected unsuccessfully at the meeting.


Other actions taken affected all chapters in the matter of their filing of 1971, and future, tax forms as required by the Internal Revenue Service. In effect, the Board established some stringent penalties over chapters which fail to meet the required deadlines for filing the form 990. At the core of the issue was the fear of our loss of the Society's non-profit status as an educational and charitable organization. Chapters failing to file would be subject to suspension if they were delinquent after a certain period of time.


Tom Damm, in his report to the district as I.B.M., reported the adoption of a mandatory bookkeeping service (for which the chapter would pay), which would assure proper tax reporting, etc., so as to prevent any problems with federal regulations. The quarterly and annual statements were to be prepared from monthly reports submitted by the chapters to Kenosha. Implementation of the service requires additional data processing equipment which will be paid for in part by the charge for the service. Dam stated he voted against the adoption of this system.

PRIVATE 
New District Board meets in Lansingtc  \l 3 "New District Board meets in Lansing"

New President Bill Warner called the meeting to order January 23 at 10:00 a.m. President Warner reported that Treasurer Bob Drabik had written him, regretfully resigning as district treasurer due to being transferred to Knoxville, Tennessee. President Bill stated that Lawrence G. King had agreed to accept the district treasurer's position. It was moved by I.B.M. Tom Damm, seconded and unanimously passed that Larry King be appointed district treasurer for 1972.


It was also reported the Tecumseh Chapter charter had been formally revoked. Big Rapids's associate status was discussed. It was agreed that an additional extension should not be requested for Big Rapids, therefore their charter was revoked at the January International Board meeting in San Diego.


International Board Member Tom Damm read a letter, received from the International C&J chairman, regarding action taken at the previous Fall House of Delegates meeting dealing with eligibility of Pioneer District members competing in international chorus competition. It was unanimously agreed that the Interna​tional Committee had apparently misinterpreted the district delegate's action, and I.B.M. Damm was instructed to request re-examination and clarification of this eligibility point by the appropriate individuals at the midwinter International Board meeting. The Board then went back to the committee for reconsideration. The majority of the International Board felt that individual rulings are not desirable and that if such changes were made it should be uniform for all districts. Action on this could be expected at the Atlanta international convention.

PRIVATE 
Quad Chapter caperstc  \l 3 "Quad Chapter capers"

One of the ongoing events which occurred each year in the busy Pioneer District was the ongoing Quad-Chapter meetings. It all started at a COT school, when guys from Flint, Saginaw-Bay, and Holly-Fenton Chapters, dreamed of sharing their wealth with each other in a joint meeting of chapters. Their enthusiasm was contagious, and the first Tri-Chapter meeting was born in 1965.


It wasn't long until those familiar falsetto tones of fun and fellowship came floating down from the fastness on the north, and tickled the fancies of the fertile fellows of Pontiac, causing that epidemic known as “cocking of the ear”. On September 10, 1968, at Holly-Fenton, Pontiac pleaded to be included. And so the name was changed to Quad-Chapter Meetings, and a new mutual era of enjoyment was born on the spot.


Once every three months, each chapter was host to the greatest assortment of talent available. Four choruses, six to eight quartets, M.C.'s galore, song leaders par-excel​lence—enough performers to do credit to any chapter parade. It is significant that these meetings have met the taste of time, and are still popular, although not as regular as they first were.

PRIVATE 
“Auditions for Admissions” was populartc  \l 3 "“Auditions for Admissions” was popular"

The “Auditions for Admissions” program which had been developed as a membership recruitment program was strong throughout the Society in 1971 and 1972. Pioneer was no exception. During those years almost all of the chapters in the district were holding them, and most were quite successful.


Your author, as a member of the Oakland County Chapter, can remember one very successful audition night held by the chapter at the Oakland Mall in Troy, Michigan. Briefly, we worked with the mall management and selected a busy night (the merchants loved it) and entertained as a chorus in the center of the mall. We invited male listeners who were interested in singing to join us in the mall barbershop, where we explained to them they would be auditioned in a barber chair and afterwards invited to a reception room, with their wives or companions, where refreshments were offered. The chorus intermingled to make them feel welcome and sang along with them to let the guests know what we were all about. I can remember it worked, because on this one night in 1971 we signed up 15 new members. Although the “Auditions” program has died over the years, it was very popular throughout the district during 1971 and 1972. It was a fine program and still has a lot of merit.

PRIVATE 
SHARPLIFTERS and VAGABONDS will rep​re​sent district at Atlantatc  \l 3 "SHARPLIFTERS and VAGABONDS will rep​re​sent district at Atlanta"

The 1972 spring convention was hosted by the Saginaw-Bay Chapter and held in Midland, Michigan, on April 28-30, 1972. In the quartet contest there were really no surprises, as the VAGABONDS and the SHARPLIFTERS pulled away from the rest of the field to take the day. The VAGABONDS from the Oakland County and Lansing Chapters (Ken Gibson, tenor; Dennis Gore, lead; Tony Scooros, baritone, and Norman Thompson, bass) scored 2465 points, leading the field in first place. The SHARPLIFTERS from the Detroit #1 Chapter, with new lead Clay Shumard, came in second with 2319 points. (Other members of the quartet included Bill Wickstrom, tenor; John Seemann, baritone, and Lowell Thomas, bass.) The district champion ORIGINAL CHOICE from the Saginaw-Bay and Grosse Pointe Chapters, (Bob Demchak, tenor; Noel “Bud” Carpenter, lead; Jim Gross, baritone, and Len Johnson, bass) was chosen as the alternate quartet to Atlanta with 2177 points. Other quartets competing included the ROLLING TONES from the Oakland County Chapter (2052) in fourth, the HARMONY HOUNDS from Battle Creek (1970) in fifth, the GALAXIES from Grand Rapids (1825) in sixth, and the LATEST EDITION from the Kalamazoo Chapter (1816) in seventh.


Quartets failing to make the finals included the RANGE FINDERS from Lansing, the LATEST DIMENSION from the Holland Chapter, the TRAVEL CHORDS from the Battle Creek Chapter and THE SMORGASCHORDS from Grand Rapids.

PRIVATE 
MOTOR CITY Chorus wins district chorus champion​shiptc  \l 3 "MOTOR CITY Chorus wins district chorus champion​ship"

Bill Butler, who had directed the Detroit #1 MOTOR CITY Chorus for many years, stepped down as the director of the chorus and turned the chore over to Thom Hine, who had recently transferred into the area. Thom wasted no time in leading the MOTOR CITY Chorus to the 1972 Pioneer District chorus championship outdistancing 14 other choruses. They outscored the second place Grosse Pointe LAKESHORE Chorus, under the direction of Russ Seely, 1161 to 1047 in a thrilling contest despite the 114 point spread.


Other choruses competing included the CAPITOLAIRES from Lansing (Ken Gibson, director), the TRAVERSE CITY Chorus (Marty Chirgwin, director), the Pontiac MOTORMEN (Dan Rafferty, director), the Battle Creek CEREAL CITY Chorus (Larry Swan, director), the Saginaw-Bay TIMBERLAND CHORDSMEN (Bob Glover, director), the Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus (Fran Jones, director), the Windsor SUN PARLOUR Chorus (Doran McTaggart, director), the Benton Harbor FRUIT BELT Chorus (Roger Valentine, director), the Flint ARROW HEAD Chorus (Fred Kienitz, director), the Kalamazoo MALL CITY Chorus (Dick Peterson, director), the Milford HURON VALLEY Chorus (Marty Zurn, director) and the CADILLAC Chorus (Warren Marsh, director).

PRIVATE 
Big controversy in district emergestc  \l 3 "Big controversy in district emerges"

In the March 1972 issue of the Pioneer District Troubadour, International Board Member Tom Damm mentioned an item in his article concerning the recent trip that the Executive Director of the Society Barrie Best had made to England. The 1971 November–December Harmonizer had carried a three-page report by Barrie Best on his visit to England. The International Board had approved earlier of having the staff formulate a proposal for extension activity in England providing no Society funds were expended without Board approval. (The only expenditure in this area had been the approximate $600 for the visit by the executive director.) Tom made the comment in his article that his mail had indicated to him that there seemed to be considerable sentiment against spending any money or effort overseas when there is so much to be done in North America.


Another article appeared in the Troubadour written mostly by Joe Wolff but signed by Bill Schwedler, president of the Detroit #1 Chapter, requesting a resolution be introduced at the House of Delegates meeting scheduled at Midland, Michigan, on the 30th day of April, 1972, as follows:


“We do not favor subsidizing any further activity on the part of our Executive Director or any members of the administration in promoting the barbershopping program in England, and that more consideration be given to faltering chapters and the establishment of new ones, while guarding against loss of membership.


“Resolved further, that a copy of this resolution be mailed to all members of the International Board and a copy be published in the Troubadour.”

A letter was received by Troubadour Editor Roger Lewis from Internation​al President Richard deMontmollin and published in a September 1972 “Letter to the Editor” column in the Troubadour. In it he mentioned the inference that the trip made by Barrie Best was not authorized by the Executive Committee was not true, and that it had been approved on June 23, 1970. Roger's reply mentioned several questions which he felt needed direct answers to resolve the whole matter.


The resolution was introduced at the House of Delegates meeting, and after considerable discussion the motion was passed. Your author never could find out how this particular issue was resolved, since no further mention was made of it in any of the periodicals current at the time.

PRIVATE 
Board actions at Midland on April 28, 1972tc  \l 3 "Board actions at Midland on April 28, 1972"

The meeting of the District Board was called to order by President Bill Warner at 9:15 p.m. In addition to the discussion and approval of the routine reports, a discussion ensued regarding the establishment of an International Send-Off Travel Fund wherein monies received for this purpose would be deposited and annual disbursements made from there to our chorus and quartet representatives. A motion was made and passed to establish such a fund. The Three Rivers Chapter inquired as to the status of their requested name change of the chapter to St. Joe Valley. Apparently the district had approved of the change, but through an oversight the district failed to notify the international office. The secretary was instructed to inform the international office of the previous Board approval of the name change.


International President Dick deMontmollin addressed the Board and commented on Society matters, including financial comments and membership increases on a national basis. A dialogue between Board members and the international president took place, including comments relating to the English situation and the recent international dues increase.


The district House of Delegates meeting was held the following day, and it was at this meeting that the Detroit resolution was introduced and passed regarding the expansion of barbershopping to England.

PRIVATE 
34th International in Atlanta was a thrillertc  \l 3 "34th International in Atlanta was a thriller"

The VAGABONDS from the Lansing and Oakland County Chapters were the Pioneer District heroes in the quartet contest as they wound up finalists and in the ninth position overall. The quartet—composed of Tony Scooros, baritone; Norm Thompson, bass; Dennis Gore, lead, and Ken Gibson, tenor—sang a great set of songs for their ninth place finish, including “Harbor”, “Oh, Susanna”, “Kid Next Door”, “Pal of Mine”, “Cuddle Up a Little Closer”, and “Do You Really, Really Love Me”. The GOLDEN STATERS from Arcadia, California, were declared the winners at the Saturday night finals on July 8. The other Pioneer quartet, the SHARPLIFTERS, performed well and finished in 35th position. The quartet—composed of John Seemann, baritone; Lowell Wolfe, bass; Clay Shumard, lead, and Bill Wickstrom, tenor—sang “You Must Have Been a Beautiful Baby” and “How Can You Buy Killarney?” in their one set at contest.


The PHOENICIANS from Phoenix, Arizona, proved to be tops in the chorus contest. Outpointing the second place Cincinnati Western Hills Chapter's SOUTHERN GATEWAY Chorus by 123 points and the third place Louisville THOROUGHBREDS by 128 points, they proved themselves to be the purely superior chorus on this day. The WOLVERINE Chorus, under Carl Dahlke's hand, proved to themselves that five straight years of international competition was a bit much as they finished 15th out of 15 choruses competing. They clearly were not up to their potential as a chorus; and, upon returning to Michigan, they announced that they were pulling out of competition for a year or two to rebuild their fortunes.

PRIVATE 
Harmony College was becoming populartc  \l 3 "Harmony College was becoming popular"

The Harmony Education Program (HEP) was really beginning to take hold in the Society. Starting in 1967, scattered schools were held across the country generally for chorus arrangers and for chorus directors. In 1968 three schools were held, generally along the same lines, but in 1970 it was changed to a one-week school with courses on Vocal Techniques and Quartet coaching being added. The school at this stage was open to the average barbershopper and was held at the Dominican College in Racine, Wisconsin. In 1971, the school was held August 1‑8, 1971, at Albright College in Reading, Pennsylva​nia. Jack Sidor, of the Grand Rapids Chapter, wrote an article for the Troubadour about his attending the college along with three Wayne Chapter members—Mart Qum, Paul Pitch, and Pete Anderson—and the great time they had and what a great learning experience it was. In 1972, the school, continuing to attract barbershoppers from all over the Society, began to add additional classes which were extremely educational for the average barbershopper. Harmony College continues today at Western Missouri State University in St. Joseph, Missouri; one of the better learning experiences available to barbershoppers.

PRIVATE 
District Board meets on September 16, 1972tc  \l 3 "District Board meets on September 16, 1972"

The District Board meeting was called to order at the Holiday Inn in Grayling. Attending this meeting also was International Field Representative Lloyd Steinkamp. It was reported that the Atlanta charter flight was very successful, resulting in refunds to the passengers of $729 and a carryover district charter contingency fund of $195.69. It was moved and passed that Cliff Douglas be named the 1971 area Counselor of the year and be awarded the Chase Sanborn Area Counselor Award. President Warner also announced the results of the 1971 chapter achievement contest. The Gold Award was won by the Oakland County Chapter and the Silver by the Pontiac Chapter.

PRIVATE 
Other Summer 1972 happeningstc  \l 3 "Other Summer 1972 happenings"

New quartets were beginning to appear on the scene as summer wore on. Notable among the new quartets were the NORTHERN HI-LITES, the HERR RAZORS, the RICOCHETS, the LAST CALL, the OAKLAND COUNTS, and the KEEPERS OF THE KEYS. Meanwhile, it was announced that our District champion quartet, the ORIGINAL CHOICE, was disbanding with their last job scheduled for November 5 in Indiana.


Harrisville continued to draw its big crowd of barbershopping and camping enthusiasts, and each morning featured a “Recovery Station” in the park to help barbershoppers recover from the night before. Darl Wiley, an OCC member transplanted to Omaha, Nebraska, received the trophy given to the member who traveled the farthest to attend.


The Au Sable Valley Chapter received its charter on September 16, 1972, with festivities at the Chief Shoppenagon Hotel in Grayling, Michigan. Tom Damm emceed the program which featured the Au Sable Valley Barbershop Chorus under the direction of John Noteware. Traverse City was the sponsoring chapter. Guest quartets in attendance included Traverse City's VOCAL GENTRY, Lansing's RANGE FINDERS, Tri-City–Flint's ORIGINAL CHOICE, and Detroit's SHARPLIFTERS. District President Bill Warner made the presentation of the charter to Dick Moran.

PRIVATE 
1972 fall convention invades Flinttc  \l 3 "1972 fall convention invades Flint"

The beautiful Whiting Auditorium in Flint was the setting for the fall contests to determine the new district quartet champs and our chorus representa​tive to the international chorus contest. The downtown Durant Hotel was the headquarters hotel.


Seventeen quartets answered the call for the quartet contest including three last minute entries. The newly formed NORTHERN HI-LITES from the Grosse Pointe, Detroit, and Oakland County chapters (Bob Demchak, tenor; Dave “Doc” Caldwell, lead; Clint Bostick, baritone, and Lee Hanson, bass) proved undaunted and swept both sessions of the contest to become the new 1972-73 district champions. Trailing closely in the semi-finals, Oakland County's ROLLING TONES (Gene Bulka, tenor; Bill Shannon, lead; Dan Davey, baritone, and Jim Lekander, bass) couldn't catch up in the finals and ended up in second place. The LATEST EDITION, the RINGMASTERS, GALAXIES, PHIDAVONICS, and the VOICE QUAD filled out the quartets who sang in the finals; earning third, fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh positions, respectively. Other quartets competing in the semi-finals but not making the cut included the RANGE FINDERS, VOCAL GENTRY, TRAVEL CHORDS, BURRILL BROTHERS, LATEST DIMEN​SION, FOUR-GONE CONCLUSION, OAKLAND COUNTS, SMALL TOWNERS, SMORGASCHORDS and the HERR‑RAZORS.


In the chorus competition, Detroit #1's Director Thom Hine had the MOTOR CITY Chorus really up for this contest, as they took first place with a 106 point margin over second place Lansing CAPITOL CITY CHORDSMEN directed by Ken Gibson. Other chapter choruses competing included Wayne, Grosse Pointe, Battle Creek, Traverse City, Pontiac, Saginaw-Bay, Grand Rapids, Flint, Windsor and Muskegon. The MOTOR CITY Chorus won the right to represent the district at Portland, Oregon, on July 14, 1973.


At the District Board and House of Delegates meetings held in conjunction with the convention, it was announced that Vice President Dick Simpson had tendered his resignation due to health reasons, and it was moved and approved that Herm Dykema, Zone II area counselor, be asked to cover Dick's duties for the balance of the year. A report and recommendation by the International Send-Off Funds Distribution Committee was given by Tom Damm. His committee suggested the Board consider the following premises when awarding the travel funds to competitors:

    1)That the basic amount contributed to chorus and quartet contestants be $20 per person reimbursement of registration fee, plus $.03 per person per one-way mile.

    2)That, for purposes of more equitable fund distribution, a quartet be considered eight persons.

    3)That the maximum number of chorus members to be used for distribution under number 1, above, would be 70.


After a thorough discussion, it was moved and passed that the formula as recommended by the committee be used as a guide for the disbursement of travel funds for the ensuing year.


District officers reelected for 1973 included William C. Warner, president; Executive Vice President, Don Funk; Vice Presidents Zone I, Doran McTaggart, II, Herman Dykema, III, Del Doctor, IV, Loton Willson, and V, Noel Carpenter; Secretary, John Gillespie, and Treasurer, Lawrence G. King. It was announced shortly thereafter in the Troubadour that Noel Carpenter had relocated to Florida, leaving a vacancy on the Board for Zone V.


PRIVATE 
1973tc  \l 2 "1973"
PRIVATE 
No news is good news—or is it?tc  \l 3 "No news is good news—or is it?"

There was a dearth of news published in the Pioneer District during the first six months of 1973, due mainly to the fact that Troubadour Editor Roger Lewis encountered scheduling problems with his work and was unable to put out anything but two small Troubadours (one in January 1973 and another about May 1973). Both of these were simply announcements of the upcoming district conven​tion and the announcement that the district was looking for a new editor for the publication. At the April 1973 Board meeting, his resignation was accepted.

PRIVATE 
Houston hosts midwinter conventiontc  \l 3 "Houston hosts midwinter convention"

More than 300 barbershoppers and their wives gathered in Houston January 26-28, 1973 for the annual midwinter convention. At the Board meeting, Immediate Past President Dick deMontmollin reviewed 1972, reporting on the year and his programs. Under his leadership, the Society reached an all-time membership high of 34,376 (Pioneer District stood at 1486). A new high was also reported in Logopedics for a one-year period, bringing the Society to less than $50,000 short of the $1,000,000-mark at the year end. Auditions for Admissions proved to be an outstanding membership program in 1972.


New President “Chuck” Abernathy presented his goals and programs, and enthusiastical​ly presented his POSITIVE ATTITUDE—POSITIVE ACTION theme for the year. Actions taken at the meeting which affected Pioneer members included the following: The enrollment fee for new, dual and reinstated members was increased from $3.50 to $5 effective March 1, 1973. To eliminate the constant problems encountered due to too many spring and fall conventions on one weekend, the Board adopted a master convention schedule which was binding on all districts. Article 9 (b) of the Society's Statements of Policy concerning convention activities was revised to read: “It is required that each person attending an international convention activity hold an official registration.” Also, “Profiteering on the sale of convention registrations or tickets is considered a violation of Canon 7 of the Society's Code of Ethics.” Apparently they had run into some problems with ticket scalping at the Atlanta convention.

PRIVATE 
Other early 1973 news from here and theretc  \l 3 "Other early 1973 news from here and there"

The NORTHERN HI-LITES announced that Bob Wisdom had replaced Clint Bostick in the baritone spot of the quartet. Another impending change which would take place a little later, at the Portland convention, was that Glenn Van Tassell was announcing his retirement from the GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT to be replaced on stage by Greg Backwell, former tenor and many-time medalist with the NIGHTHAWKS of London, Ontario. In making his decision, Glenn cited family considerations, his new position which required considerable travel, and a desire for a chance to rest. He planned to continue to be active in quartet coaching, chorus directing, and in contest and judging work.

PRIVATE 
Lansing welcomes 1973 spring conventiontc  \l 3 "Lansing welcomes 1973 spring convention"

The Lansing Chapter was the host for the 1973 spring convention on April 27-29, 1973. Eleven choruses chose to compete for the Pioneer District chorus championship with fourteen quartets vying for the two spots at the international quartet competition in Portland in July. The headquarters hotel was the beautiful downtown Olds Plaza Hotel.


Fittingly, as they were hosts for the convention, the Lansing CAPITOL CITY CHORDSMEN under the direction of Ken Gibson topped the other ten choruses with a 1083 score to win the 1973 Pioneer District chorus champion​ship. In second place 45 points behind was the Battle Creek CEREAL CITY Chorus, followed in order by Grosse Pointe, Traverse City, Grand Rapids, Niles-Buchanan, Flint, Windsor, Milford, Cadillac and Big Rapids. It was a real thrill for the Lansing Chapter to win in their own back yard, so-to–speak.


In the quartet competition the VAGABONDS and the SHARPLIFTERS pulled away from the rest of the field in an exciting contest. With only 16 points separating the two quartets in the semi-finals, the VAGABONDS added 53 more points to that total in the finals to win over the SHARPLIFTERS by a total of 69 points. Both quartets were sharp in their performances. In third place was the newly renovated NORTHERN HI-LITES, with fourth place going to the RING MASTERS. Other quartets in the finals were the GALAXIES, the LATEST EDITION, and the PHIDAVONICS in fifth, sixth, and seventh place, respec​tively. Quartets eliminated in the semi-finals included the FOUR “D” MINORS, TRAVEL CHORDS, FAMILIAR FEELING, KEEPER OF THE KEYS, BACK PORCH MAJORITY, SMALL TOWNERS and the ABOUT FOUR. Merle Clayton of the Battle Creek Chapter was again the chairman of the judges with Ed Gaikema of the Grand Rapids Chapter as the vice chairman.


At the House of Delegates meeting held in conjunction with the Lansing convention, President Bill Warner announced the resignation of International Board Member Tom Damm, and President Warner's election to fill the unexpired term. No reason was given for the resignation. Awards presented at the meeting by Secretary John Gillespie included the Chase Sanborn Area Counselor of the Year Award to Herm Dykema of the Kalamazoo Chapter for 1972. District Achievement Awards were presented to Grosse Pointe in the Gold Division and to the Lansing Chapter in the Silver Division. Twenty-five year anniversary plaques were presented to the Fruit Belt Chapter and the Hudson Chapter.

PRIVATE 
District Board meets in Dearborn June 23, 1973tc  \l 3 "District Board meets in Dearborn June 23, 1973"

President Bill Warner called the meeting to order at 2:45 p.m. After the routine reports, Executive VP Don Funk reported on the Lansing spring conven​tion, stating he was somewhat disappointed as to the (in his opinion) small number of chapters competing at the contest, although he did mention the convention netted $2,200 for the district. In another action, the Board unanimously accepted Roger Morris of the Milford Chapter as the new editor of the Pioneer Troubadour. On another note, Vice President McTaggart reported on the lack of response on the “Hall of Fame” Award. The Board agreed to delay the presentation until the 1974 spring convention.

PRIVATE 
DEALER'S CHOICE wins big at Portland—VAGABONDS and SHARPLIFTERS bring lau​rels to the Pioneer Districttc  \l 3 "DEALER'S CHOICE wins big at Portland—VAGABONDS and SHARPLIFTERS bring lau​rels to the Pioneer District"

Jumping into an early lead in the afternoon quarter finals, the DEALER'S CHOICE of the Dallas Metropolitan Chapter in the Southwestern District continued to impress the judges and pile up points which eventually carried them to the 1973 quartet champion​ship of SPEBSQSA at the coliseum in Portland, Oregon, on Saturday, July 14. While moving ahead, the new champs were elbowing their way past some first-class company. Both the VAGABONDS and the SHARP​LIFTERS moved up from the previous contest; the VAGABONDS gained two positions, placing seventh, and the SHARPLIFTERS (sixteenth) moved up 19 spots to finish in the top twenty for their first time.


In the chorus competition, the crown went to the Cincinnati Western Hills SOUTHERN GATEWAY Chorus followed closely by the ever present Louisville THOROUGH​BREDS. Thom Hine, the director of the MOTOR CITY Chorus, had his charges ready; and, when they finished, they found themselves in twelfth place in some pretty fast company. The chorus did excellent renditions of “Floatin' Down to Cotton Town—How's Every Little Thing in Dixie Medley” and “Make Believe.”


Overall, the convention was highly successful for the Pioneer District, especially having two quartets wind up in the “top echelon” of quartets in the Society. We were especially proud of them!

PRIVATE 
Fall convention featured Past Champions Showtc  \l 3 "Fall convention featured Past Champions Show"

The Battle Creek Chapter invited the district members to attend the 1973 fall convention and district contests which were held in Battle Creek October 10-12, 1973. In addition to the normal weekend, they particularly urged members to come on Friday so that they could attend the Friday night Past District champions Show at Kellogg Auditorium. Included in this first for a district convention were the NORTHERN HI-LITES, the VAGABONDS, the SHARPLIFTERS, the FOUR FITS and the AIRE-MALES. The admission to this show of shows was set at just $2.50, very reasonable for a show with that much talent at the time.


In the quartet competition, the Grand Rapids GALAXIES (Terry Huyge, tenor; Chuck Buffham, lead; Al Van Iwaarden, baritone, and Bernie Poelman, bass), in a fine display of consistent performance, edged the FOUR “D” MINORS of the host Battle Creek Chapter and overcame an early lead taken by the RINGMASTERS from the Saginaw-Bay Chapter who finished third. The FOUR “D” MINORS were also named the 1973 junior champions, and Traverse City's LAST CALL won the novice championship.


In winning the '73 crown, the GALAXIES collected a total of 1971 points, an improvement overall of 108 over their showing in Flint (the contest before) where they finished fifth. Other quartets making the finals included the BACK PORCH MAJORI​TY, the USED PARTS and the LATEST EDITION. Other quartets competing included the INNOCENT BYSTANDERS, the ABOUT FOUR, the CIRCUIT BREAKERS, and the HERR-RAZORS.


Detroit #1's MOTOR CITY Chorus, 12th place finishers in Portland, won the nod of the judges in a close victory over the Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus. Thom Hine's dapper songsters rode to victory with their interpretations of “How's Every Little Thing in Dixie?,” and “Smile and Make Believe.” Wayne finished 75 points off the pace with “So Long Sally” and “Dixie Medley.” In this contest, the Wayne Chorus made its appearance in competition under the direction of Bob Whitledge, who replaced Gordon Limberg just three weeks before contest time. Gordie, whose 1971 chorus took the district championship, heeded his doctor's advice and took a well-deserved rest from the rigorous chores of a demanding job. Grosse Pointe's LAKESHORE Chorus, with Russ Seely back at the helm, edged the Battle Creek CEREAL CITY Chorus, directed by Larry Swan, for the third spot. Other choruses competing included Lansing (fifth), Kalamazoo (sixth), Grand Rapids (seventh), Saginaw-Bay (eighth), Niles-Buchanan (ninth), Cadillac (tenth) and Monroe (eleventh).

PRIVATE 
“Hall of Fame” introducedtc  \l 3 "“Hall of Fame” introduced"

After considerable research and spadework, Doran McTaggart, Zone I vice president, reported his findings to the House of Delegates on Sunday, October 14, 1973 at Battle Creek, recommending that the first selections be announced at Traverse City the following spring. The officers and delegates unanimously agreed with McTaggart's findings and voted accordingly.


The report, as accepted, is as follows:

“Background:


“In our district there have been many men with exceptional talents who have given many years of their lives spreading the gospel according to O.C. Cash through​out their communities and district. We seldom say `Thank you' for a job well done. By means of a Hall of Fame, all barbershoppers of the Pioneer District could give some small recognition to those `Pioneers' (past and present) for the many contributions the recipients of such an award have given to their chapters, district, and barber​shopping in general. Some type of an award to say thanks seems in order.

“Proposed Award:


“A suitable scroll or plaque could be presented (even posthumously) along with a citation on the evening shows of our district convention. A suitable feature story could be written in the Troubadour and the recipients' names could be listed in the District Directory as members of the Pioneer District `Hall of Fame.'


“Two or four members could be selected annually; one or two at each convention. At first a large number could be selected to catch up on the back log. Names of worthy candidates along with a summary of their achievements should be sent by chapter Boards, executives or individual barbershoppers to the District Board for consideration.


“The District Board would select the nominees to be honored at each convention.


“Nominations for the Spring Convention Award must be received by December 31.


“Nominations for the Fall Convention Award must be received by June 30.


“All nominations will be sent to the district secretary who will send resumes to all the District Board members prior to the selection meeting.


“All nominees not chosen for the current award will be retained for future consideration by the District Board.


“The award will start at the spring convention in 1974.”

Commenting on the Hall of Fame Award following the action of the Delegates, President Bill Warner said there are a number of members of the district, past and present, who have contributed so much to barbershopping, to their chapters, and to the Society. “Many of them have contributed equally as much as those of us who sit here in this room today, though they may never have been a member of the Board or an officer of the district. Their contributions should not be overlooked.”


The following officers were elected to serve the Pioneer District at the House of Delegates meeting on October 14, 1973, for the 1974 year. President, Don Funk; Executive Vice President, John T. Gillespie; Vice Presidents, Zone I, Doran McTaggart; Zone II, Herman Dykema; Zone III, Thomas Hegle; Zone IV, Loton Willson; Zone V, Clifford Douglas; Secretary, Lawrence G. King; Treasurer, George Schmidt, International Board Member, Bill Warner.

PRIVATE 
Organization of Port Huron Chapter was well orchestratedtc  \l 3 "Organization of Port Huron Chapter was well orchestrated"

When Sam Kennedy, Society field representative, placed an ad in the local papers in the Port Huron area announcing his intentions to hold a meeting in that city for the purpose of organizing a barbershop chapter, many eyebrows were raised. By the time Sam left town most of those eyebrows were drooping because it worked. Pat Yacques of the Grosse Pointe Chapter, the fine baritone of the BACK PORCH MAJORITY, was asked to become the musical director and help guide the work in its organizational stages. What followed were newspaper ads, day and evening appearances on radio and TV and a splendid kick-off show that featured the BOONDOCKERS, BACK PORCH MAJORI​TY and the vibrant LAKESHORE Chorus from Grosse Pointe and staff members from Kenosha.


The organizational meeting was held at the Fogcutter, a restaurant on top of the Peoples Bank Building in Port Huron, Wednesday, September 26, 1973. President Bill Warner, who was invited to be on hand for the occasion, found himself pressed into service as the master of ceremonies for the event. The net result of this initial effort was the signing of 24 members who paid their initiation fees that evening. The fledgling chapter was granted a license with hopes to charter within a year. With a great deal of help from John Wearing, president of the Grosse Pointe Chapter, and Zone V Vice President Cliff Douglas, Port Huron was able to get a start on administrative organization of the chapter. Jerry Schultz was the president, Lyle Lee the administrative vice president, and John Wilson was the treasurer.

PRIVATE 
District Board meeting held in conjunction with COT schooltc  \l 3 "District Board meeting held in conjunction with COT school"

President Bill Warner called the meeting to order at 10:25 a.m. on November 10, 1973. After the routine reports, Division I Vice President Doran McTaggart reported on the proposed merger of the Milford and Pontiac Chapters and the meeting he had been having with those two chapters. Though nothing was resolved, it was pointed out that membership in each chapter overwhelmingly favored a merger. In another action in regard to the changing of the convention format, a motion was made and seconded that our contest format be changed to hold quartet preliminaries on Friday evening, House of Delegates meetings on Saturday mornings, chorus contest remaining on Saturday afternoon, and the quartet finals on Saturday evening. The motion was passed unanimously. This change was to take place as soon as all scheduled convention accommodations permitted the change and, at any rate, no later than the spring of 1976.


It was announced that Mac Huff was going to visit the Pioneer District in March and would conduct a three-day District Coaches' Training School and four Area Coaches' Training Schools. The district school was to be held at the Olds Plaza in Lansing with the area schools to be held in Detroit, Benton Harbor, Traverse City, and Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. The area schools were to be three-hour intensified one-night sessions.


PRIVATE 
1974tc  \l 2 "1974"
PRIVATE 
Phoenix midwinter well attendedtc  \l 3 "Phoenix midwinter well attended"

Phoenix proved to be everything it would be for approximately 500 barber​shoppers and their wives who attended the midwinter convention in that great city January 25-27, 1974. At the Board meeting, Past International President Charles E. Abernathy reviewed 1973 achievement which included reaching an all-time high of 35,091 members on December 31, 1973. He also reported that contribu​tions to our SERVICE PROJECT totaled $196,551, just short of his $200,000 goal. Contributions to Logopedics during 1973 showed an increase of $27,668 over 1972 receipts.


Actions taken by the International Board at this meeting that affected the Pioneer District were as follows: The standard chapter by-laws were revised to provide that non-attendance at regular chapter meetings may be considered, at the discretion of the chapter Board, as conduct detrimental to the best interests of the Society and therefore grounds for suspension or expulsion from membership. In addition, chapter elections must now be held prior to October 15 of each year rather than in the month of October as in the past. A proposed dues increase of $5 was adopted by a vote of 17-4, to be effective beginning March 31, 1974.


Also, a request by Pioneer District to eliminate the associate status for chapters was presented at the Portland Board meeting. Based on a review of the Society's history of chapters with less than 25 members since 1956, the Executive Committee recommended that associate status not be eliminated. The Board voted to table the results pending an in-depth study by a special committee.

PRIVATE 
Other happenings throughout the district in early 1974tc  \l 3 "Other happenings throughout the district in early 1974"

While most of the district was beginning to tune up for the upcoming Traverse City convention in April, other events and happenings were occurring throughout the district. It was announced on Oakland County's show in February that Carl Dahlke was stepping down as director of the WOLVERINE Chorus and was being replaced by Glenn Van Tassell of GENTLEMEN'S AGREE​MENT fame. Carl retired with a record unmatched in the district, his chorus having entered seven international preliminaries and/or district contests, reaching the winner's circle each time.


Continuing a tradition of many years, the Saginaw-Bay Chapter hosted another St. Paddy's Day Thaw in Bay City's Lincoln Road Hall, on March 16, 1974. Entertaining were the TIMBERLAND CHORDSMEN, under the direction of Herb Benjamin, the RING MASTERS (Dave Szutkowski, tenor; Bob Glover, lead; Randy Meldrum, bari and Dick Mueller, bass), a new quartet called the CLASSMATES (Frank Bateson, tenor; Tom Peil, lead; Jim Gross, bari, and Len Johnson, bass), and topped off by the BEAN TOWN FOUR (Fred Kienitz, tenor, and Ron Gillies, lead, who are members of the Flint Chapter; Doug Beaver, bari, and Bob Deming, bass, who are members of the Saginaw-Bay Chapter).

PRIVATE 
Spring convention was one of Pioneer's greatesttc  \l 3 "Spring convention was one of Pioneer's greatest"

To many in the Pioneer District, the memories of this great convention will linger on. The Traverse City Chapter on April 26-28, 1974, went all out with splendid hospitality and arrangements, and the large crowd at the morning preliminaries and the afternoon chorus competition, and the full house at the evening finals capped off a most successful day.


Oakland County's WOLVERINE Chorus returned to barbershop warfare after a layoff of two years and a change in directors, but the results were the same old song—another first-place finish and another beautiful performance. Glenn Van Tassell, who replaced Carl Dahlke following the chapter's annual show in February, captured not only the Pioneer District championship, but the hearts of a packed house at St. Francis as they gave a stirring performance in song and stage presence.


The host Traverse City's CHERRY CAPITOL Chorus, under the direction of Marty Chirgwin, came on strong to capture second place to the wild approval of all present. Unfortunately for Russ Seely and Grosse Pointe's LAKESHORE Chorus, it was the stage presence category that was their undoing, in a costly disqualification by the judges which denied them a much higher finish in the standings. Larry Swan and his Battle Creek CEREAL CITY Chorus captured third place and the Silver Award. Other choruses competing and their finishes included Grand Rapids (fourth), Niles-Buchanan (fifth), Saginaw-Bay (sixth), Cadillac (seventh), Windsor (eighth), Grosse Pointe (ninth), Port Huron (tenth) and Gratiot County (eleventh). Three other choruses sang but were declared ineligible, Flint, Holly-Fenton, and Sault Ste. Marie.


The SHARPLIFTERS and the VAGABONDS locked horns once again in the district preliminaries as these two quartets battled twelve other entries for the right to represent the Pioneer District in the international finals at Kansas City in July. Both quartets found themselves in heavy company, however, as the NORTHERN HI‑LITES came on with a strong performance to take the alternate spot again, and the CLASSMATES, making their first bid in district competition, moved in on the fourth spot with an excellent score. The district champion GALAXIES ended up in fifth place, followed by the RING MASTERS, and the LAST CALL to round out the finalists. Other quartets competing but failing to make the finals included the PHIDAVONICS, the VOICE QUAD, FOUR “D” MINORS, USED PARTS, INNOCENT BYSTANDERS, ABOUT FOUR, and the PERFECT-A-CHORDS.


At the time of the contest, the membership in the district stood at 1,486 members. There was a deep concern about this by the District's Board of Directors, since the district was so close to sending a third quartet to the finals. It was felt that at least three quartets, and even four, were quartets of international calibre, and should have that chance. The answer obviously lay in the membership figures.

PRIVATE 
Big Charter Show in Alpena on May 11thtc  \l 3 "Big Charter Show in Alpena on May 11th"

Alpena, Pioneer's newest licensed chapter, was presented with their charter by District President Donald Funk on May 11, 1974, at their charter show in Alpena High's beautiful auditorium. The charter, representing 36 new men, was presented to Chapter President Alan Piggot. The VAGABONDS were the highlight of the evening, along with the CLASSMATES, the BEANTOWN FOUR, and two quartets from the new chapter, the JOKERS WILD, and the CHORDWOODS. The TIMBERLAND CHORDSMEN of the sponsoring Saginaw-Bay Chapter thrilled the crowd with a stirring concert in true barbershop style. It was a great evening all around for both the members of the Alpena Chapter and their guests, many of them getting their first taste of barbershopping.

PRIVATE 
Boyne City “Bush League” still going strongtc  \l 3 "Boyne City “Bush League” still going strong"

The Boyne City “Bush” League quartet contest continued its popularity among the district quartet hopefuls, and 1974 was no exception. Over 1300 people jammed the evening show at the high school gym to hear the GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT, the participating contestants, the SNOW BELT Chorus directed by Dale Hanson, and those grand old gentlemen, the PITCH PIPERS from Grand Rapids, who carried home that gaboon 25 years ago. In the contest, Detroit's VOICE QUAD (Les Marhoff, tenor; Dick Barron, lead; Ed Conn, bass, and Dave Carey, baritone) received the old brass gaboon from the retiring champs, the CLASSMATES. Another tremendous day in the history of the Boyne City “Bush” League.

PRIVATE 
Other district newstc  \l 3 "Other district news"

At the House of Delegates meeting in Traverse City William D. “Bill” Butler was named as coordinator of a new committee on Urgent Communications. For some time it was felt that the district needed a clearing house to notify the membership of serious illness or death of members, so that appropriate action can be taken by the district. Bill had formulated a tentative plan which involved the president of each chapter naming a member to call him when sickness or death occurs within a given chapter. The idea was that when Bill receives the word he would then notify the district president by phone, the zone vice presidents, and the Troubadour editor. The zone vice presidents would then contact each of the area counselors or a responsible member.


Herman Dykema, the vice president of Zone II, announced his resignation at the Board of Directors meeting in Traverse City. His duties were assumed by Executive Vice President John T. Gillespie.


Dave Eddy, WBCK radio, Battle Creek, hit a milestone in March when he aired his 300th weekly program of the Old Songs. His programs featured barbershop recordings and live and taped interviews.

PRIVATE 
Pioneer elects eight to Hall of Fametc  \l 3 "Pioneer elects eight to Hall of Fame"

The first selections to the Pioneer District Hall of Fame were announced from the stage at St. Francis gymnasium in Traverse City during the spring contests, and appropriate plaques were presented to honor these men who had done so much for barbershopping in our district and Society. Named in alphabeti​cal order, they were:


Carroll Adams
Willis Diekema


Ben Landino
Mark Roberts


Chase Sanborn
Ed Schwoppe


Edwin Smith
Joe Wolff

PRIVATE 
Kalamazoo Send-Off Show was greattc  \l 3 "Kalamazoo Send-Off Show was great"

The Kalamazoo Chapter hosted the annual International Send-off Show on June 8, 1974, at the cavernous Miller Auditorium on Western Michigan's campus in Kalamazoo. District Executive Vice President John Gillespie, chairman for the event, didn't heave a sigh of relief until the house started filling up rapidly. Doran McTaggart was introduced as the master of ceremonies, and he in turn introduced the entertainment.


Glenn Van Tassell and the WOLVERINE Chorus, fresh from capturing the district championship at Traverse City, captivated the big audience as they got a taste of the great acoustics of this auditorium.


The NORTHERN HI-LITES, '74 alternates to the international, gave the crowd the first sample of solid quartet music and showmanship, followed by the SHARPLIFTERS and their own beautiful brand of barbershopping. Thom Hine and the MOTOR CITY Chorus thrilled the fans with their big sound, presenting songs prepared for the international contest in their repertoire. The VAGA​BONDS topped the evening off with a dazzling display of harmony that left the faithful yelling for more. All in all, the evening was a complete success, both artistically and financially.

PRIVATE 
Pioneer District Chorus Director's Schooltc  \l 3 "Pioneer District Chorus Director's School"

The first Chorus Director's School in the Pioneer District for many years was held on Sunday, June 21, 1974, at the Olds Plaza in Lansing, Michigan. The three-day school featured as instructors Tom Gentil, director of the 1973 International Champion SOUTHERN GATEWAY Chorus of Cincinnati, Ohio, and Douglas Miller, director of the 1974 Fifth Place Medalist ARLINGTONES, of Arlington Heights, Illinois.


The thirty-five participants represented sixteen of our district chapters. Topics the instructors highlighted included qualifications of a director, his relationship and responsibilities to other chapter officers, song teaching methods, goals, song selection, conducting skills and techniques, learning principles, problems of amateur singers, development of a song, rehearsal programming and techniques, unison concepts, professional development and, finally, the practical application of all the theory discussed. Tom and Doug did an admirable job of team teaching. Merle Clayton made all the necessary arrangements for the school; and it was so successful, another school planned in the near future.

PRIVATE 
REGENTS prevail at Kansas City conventiontc  \l 3 "REGENTS prevail at Kansas City convention"

Determination, dedication, four great voices and a lot of hard work were the ingredients that carried the REGENTS to the pinnacle of the barbershop world in Kansas City's Municipal Auditorium on Saturday, July 13, 1974. Never out of first place from their initial appearance in the quarter finals, this fine quartet gave a solid performance in every category to win going away before a sell-out crowd of cheering fans. The PACIFICAIRES of the Far Western District, perennial bridesmaids in the internationals, once again laid claim to being the most experienced silver medalists in barbershopping as they bowed to the quartet from the East.


The Pioneer District VAGABONDS and OK-4 exchanged places from the previous year in the sixth and seventh spot, with the VAGABONDS gaining the nod over the crowd-pleasing clowns from Oklahoma City. A close analysis of the scoring summaries reveals a lot about the type of performance the VAGABONDS rendered in the contest. They finished only 39 points out of the medalist bracket. The SHARPLIFTERS, despite their excellent offerings, failed to make the cut, slipping to 22nd.


In the chorus competition, the Louisville THOROUGHBREDS broke out of the starting gate from the No. 3 spot the year before as they attained the winning spot and the international championship for the fourth time. Pioneer's out-manned MOTOR CITY Chorus found the going tough from the outset and fell back to finish 14th in one of the classiest fields ever to grace the international stage.


At the International Board meeting held in conjunction with the conven​tion, Dick Ellenberger, from Schenectady, N.Y., was elected the Society's new president for 1975. In actions affecting the Pioneer District, two important ones regarding dues came out of the Kansas City deliberations. The first authorized a 50 percent reduction in dues for senior members of 10 years or more who had attained age 70, if the member applied for the reduction; and effective January 1, 1975, a new dues structure was established for full-time students under the age of 23. A companion action authorized headquarters to end acceptance of applications for life membership.


The Board finalized details for official affiliation of the British Association of Barbershoppers (BABS). Don Amos, chairman of BABS, attended the international convention and presented the proposed affiliation to his clubs on his return to England.

PRIVATE 
Wayne WONDERLAND wins trip to Indianapolistc  \l 3 "Wayne WONDERLAND wins trip to Indianapolis"

The Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus stunned a jam-packed audience of barbershop fans in Windsor's Cleary Auditorium on Saturday, October 12, 1974, giving them a clean sweep in every category. Their fine performance won them the right to represent the Pioneer District at Indianapolis the following June in the internation​al finals. Wayne's big win was a particularly sweet victory for this live-wire chapter, which overcame the handicap of changing directors just a few weeks before contest time and went on to nose out a great WOLVERINE Chorus from Oakland County by a mere 46 points. Grosse Pointe finished third with a solid effort and strong stage presence; but when it was all over, the day belonged to Wayne.  Their win was a popular one with the big turnout of barber​shoppers and their fans. Grand Rapids in fourth competed with their smallest chorus ever. Director Chuck Buffham did a sterling job with only 23 men on stage.


The MALL CITY Chorus from Kalamazoo was fifth; GATEWAY from Niles-Buchanan, sixth; HURON VALLEY from Milford, seventh; the HURON HARMONY Chorus from Port Huron, eighth; Benton Harbor's FRUIT BELT Chorus ninth and Alpena's LUMBER​MAN Chorus making their first try in competition since being chartered, was tenth.

PRIVATE 
FOUR “D” MINORS excel in finalstc  \l 3 "FOUR “D” MINORS excel in finals"

The FOUR “D” MINORS from Battle Creek (Dean Burrill, tenor; Howard “Dick” Spear, lead; Dorn Burrill, bari, and Don Burrill, bass) spotted Oakland County's ROLLING TONES (Gene Bulka, tenor; Bruce LaMarte, lead; Dan Davey, bari, and Jim Lekander, bass) 25 points in the morning semi-finals, and then came on with a great performance in the evening final session to capture the Pioneer District quartet championship, as their nearest rivals faltered to finish second. It was a great win for the popular foursome from the Cereal City, and the full house at Cleary let them know it with a loud ovation.


Traverse City's LAST CALL moved up one notch in the evening competition to take third spot over the PHIDAVONICS from Niles-Buchanan. The PHIDAVONICS finished fourth, Wayne's FINAL EDITION, making its first go at the competitive wars, finished in fifth place and won the novice trophy. The HARMONY HELMSMEN, Traverse City's other entry, placed sixth to give that chapter a good showing in the quartet division. Port Huron, another new chapter in 1974, cheered wildly for their TUNE-BY-FOURS, who finished seventh, after surviving the morning cut.


Other quartets competing and the order of their finish were the GOLDEN OLDIES, Grand Rapids, eighth; GENERATIONS, Hudson, ninth; KAMP​GROUND QUARTET, Detroit, Lansing and Jackson, tenth; and the PERFECT-A-CHORDS, eleventh.

PRIVATE 
International President Avakian addresses House of Delegatestc  \l 3 "International President Avakian addresses House of Delegates"

The meeting of the House of Delegates on Sunday was enlivened by the attendance of International President Leon Avakian, the guest speaker. In major action, the Delegates added a new list of illustrious members to the rolls of the Pioneer District Hall of Fame. Joining the eight members inducted at Traverse City in the spring were: Loton Willson, Lou Harrington, Ed Gaikema, Cecil Fisher, W. Carleton Scott, Bill Pascher, Bill Butler and Duane Mosier.


Two changes were announced relative to future district conventions. One was that the price of all-event tickets was raised to $9, with no break for competitors. Those registering before April 1 could obtain an all-event badge for $8. A second major change involved the elimination of the Saturday night afterglow. Because inflation had taken its toll on district funds, like everything else, the Board had decided on these changes. It was felt eliminating the afterglow would provide more time for visitations to various hospitality rooms and promote a better opportunity to get acquainted with fellow barbershoppers.

PRIVATE 
COTS sessions in Lansing were best yettc  \l 3 "COTS sessions in Lansing were best yet"

The 107 Pioneer District chapter officers who attended the Chapter Officers Training School at the Lansing Olds went home with a feeling of solid accom​plishment, a new perspective in administration, and an urge to get on the job. Bill Fitzgerald, the dean of the school, brought a highly competent staff for the school, including Joe Lindy, Rapid City, S.D., who instructed the class for chapter presidents; Steve Hanrahan, Huntington, W.V., vice presidents; Ken Fletcher, Bellevue, WA., treasurers; Don Harbon, administrative V.P.'s; and Tom Coogan from the headquarters staff.


Dave Stevens was also on hand to conduct a special class for chorus directors. Roger Morris, the district Troubadour editor served as moderator for the district's first school for chapter bulletin editors and public relations officers. It was announced that the district would be holding the first of what was hoped to be an annual competition to determine the district's “Bulletin of the Year.”


PRIVATE 
1975tc  \l 2 "1975"
PRIVATE 
New officers electedtc  \l 3 "New officers elected"

The 1975 district officers who were elected at the October 13 District House of Delegates meeting began their terms on January 1. Back in their second year as district officers were Don Funk as president; John T. Gillespie, executive v.p.; Vice Presidents Zone I, Doran McTaggart; Zone III, Tom Hegle; Zone IV, Warren Marsh; Zone V, Cliff Douglas, and Larry King, secretary. New on the Board was Zone II Vice President Dan LaBumbard, and Treasurer George Schmidt. Bill Warner was serving his second year as the international board member.

PRIVATE 
The midwinter convention was held in Hawaiitc  \l 3 "The midwinter convention was held in Hawaii"

The International Board took advantage of the beautiful state of Hawaii for their 1975 midwinter convention. Approximately 600 barbershoppers and their families enjoyed the sunny climes in Honolulu January 29 to February 4, 1975. Outgoing President Leon Avakian reported that the Society's program of INVOLVEMENT had brought another all-time year-end membership high of 35,508 members (417 ahead of 1973). New President F. Richard Ellenberger stated that emphasis will be continued in 1975 on the Area Counselor program, Young Men in Harmony, Auditions for Admissions, Logopedics, and “Protention”. In other actions, the Board approved the purchase of an additional building in Kenosha to alleviate the crowded conditions at the international office. It was approved with the proviso that a lessee (for the 15,000 square feet to be leased out) is obtained by May 1, 1975, and financing is available at a maximum of 9 percent. Also, the Board increased the convention registration fees to $25 for adults (from $20) and to $15 for youths (from $10) for transportation at the San Francisco convention (to and from the Cow Palace).

PRIVATE 
Society lose great friendstc  \l 3 "Society lose great friends"

The Pioneer District suffered the loss of two great supporters early in 1975, Marshall Wells in January, and Duane Mosier in March. Wells, 68, was the farm editor for WJR, Detroit, and his “Town and Country” program from 5 to 6:30 a.m. six days a week became an institution across the Midwest area. The Town and Country show featured the latest in farm and agriculture information, livestock and market reports, and Marshall's favorite music gleaned from the recordings of the Society's finest barbershop quartets. Duane Mosier had spent more than 25 years in barbershopping and was well known in the Society for his storehouse of knowledge that suited him so ideally as the chronicler of Pioneer history. The many fine articles on the life and the people of the district and the Society that have appeared in the Troubadour from time to time have been his legacy to our members. His personal friendship with so many of the people who fill the pages of the Society's history made him uniquely qualified for his work.

PRIVATE 
Spring District convention held at Midland's Center for the Artstc  \l 3 "Spring District convention held at Midland's Center for the Arts"

Eighteen Pioneer District quartets went into the battle at the Spring contest in Midland's Center for the Arts Saturday, April 26, 1975; but when the showdown was over and the judges tallied the scores, every barbershopper in the district came away a winner.


The VAGABONDS, with Dennis Gore, Ken Gibson, Norm Thompson, and baritone Clay Shumard replacing Tony Scooros, assured themselves of another shot at the gold in Indianapolis. The FOUR-FITS (John Wearing, tenor; Russ Seely, lead; Thom Hine, baritone and Marv Burke, bass), surprised a lot of people by edging the NORTHERN HI-LITES (Bob Demchak, tenor; Dave Caldwell, lead; Bob Wisdom, baritone, and Lee Hanson, bass) for the second spot allotted Pioneer in the international. The CLASS​MATES from host chapter Saginaw-Bay were a strong fourth place finisher, followed by the STATELINERS from Monroe, who took fifth place with a tie-breaker in Harmony and Accuracy over the current district champs, the FOUR “D” MINORS of Battle Creek. The '73 District Champion GALAXIES with new tenor Bob Buffham, finished seventh in the evening finals.


Quartets included in the semi-finals not making the finals included the USED PARTS, PATCH CHORDS, METROCHORDS, SQUARE ROOT, INNOCENT BYSTAND​ERS, WARREN G. HARDING MEMORIAL FOUR, GOLDEN OLDIES, CHORDWOODS, SHORE FOUR, MODEL A FLATS and the EVIL COMPANIONS.


The Saginaw-Bay Chapter had the convention machinery well oiled and running smoothly for the horde of harmonizers who descended on Midland for the weekend convention.


With 15 entries in the afternoon chorus competition, Bob Whitledge directed the MOTOR CITY Chorus from Detroit #1 to yet another district championship. The men in blue took the nod from the judges with “Make Believe” and “Back in the Old Routine”. Grosse Pointe's LAKESHORE Chorus finished second, 76 points off the pace and 141 points ahead of the Silver Division champs, the CEREAL CITY Chorus from Battle Creek. Other competing choruses included Grand Rapids (fourth), Niles-Buchanan (fifth), Port Huron (sixth), Benton Harbor (seventh), Pontiac (eighth), Windsor (ninth), Gratiot County (tenth), Kalamazoo (eleventh), Cadillac (twelfth) and Alpena (thirteenth).


As in all barbershop conventions, there was a lot more than just the singing and contests in this one. The Board meeting on Friday night was a busy and productive session, as usual. International Vice President Sam Aramian sat in on the meeting and addressed the officers and guests, as he did on Sunday morning at the House of Delegates meeting. Sam proved to be a popular representative for the Society in his visit to Pioneer and made many new friends. He also proved a very adept MC at the morning quartet preliminaries.

PRIVATE 
Hall of Fame inducts four more memberstc  \l 3 "Hall of Fame inducts four more members"

The Pioneer District Hall of Fame inducted four outstanding barber​shoppers at the Midland convention during the evening quartet finals. Rawley Hallman was on stage to receive his award from President Don Funk and joined John Hill, Roscoe Bennett, and Gordon Grant as the newest members on the growing list of those honored by the district for their contributions to the promotion of barbershopping in the Pioneer District.

PRIVATE 
POINTE FOUR scores win in Boyne “Bush League”tc  \l 3 "POINTE FOUR scores win in Boyne “Bush League”"

The annual Boyne City “Bush League” was held in Boyne City on May 3, 1975, celebrating the 29th year for the annual event. With 10 quartets giving it the old barbershop try, only one of them could walk away with that brass gaboon emblematic of the Bush League championship, and that one was the POINTE FOUR (Hank DeMars, tenor; Jim Phelan, lead; Dick Brouckaert, bass, and Gordy Dubrul, baritone). This fine quartet set sight on its first serious competition attempt and carried it home to Grosse Pointe. The POINTE FOUR edged Lansing's PATCH CHORDS by a mere six points. Other quartets competing included Oakland County's METROCHORDS, followed by Wayne's FINAL EDITION, the REPLACEMENTS, HEIRS OF HARMONY, the CHORDWOODS, the FLATLAND FOUR, MODEL A FLATS, and the GROSS EXAGGERATION, in that order.


The evening show, with Doran McTaggart as Master of Ceremonies, featured the VOICE QUAD, the 1974 champs, relinquishing the crown to the POINTE FOUR, and both quartets entertained. The PATCH CHORDS carried the show into the intermission, after which the SNOW BELT Chorus, directed by Dale Hanson, gave the hometown fans something to cheer about. After the intermission, the NORTHERN HI-LITES gave the audience a sample of the kind of entertainment that the Bush League is all about.

PRIVATE 
Indianapolis beckoned Society members for another great convention June 23-28, 1975tc  \l 3 "Indianapolis beckoned Society members for another great convention June 23-28, 1975"

Some 9,000 fans cheered loudly as the new international champions, the HAPPINESS EMPORIUM, were crowned after the curtain finally came down following the annual barbershop madness on Saturday night. The quartet (Bob Dowma, tenor; Rod Johnson, lead; Jim Foy, bass, and Bob Spong, baritone) hailing from the Minneapolis-St. Paul area had gone through a meteoric rise to the top, having placed 24th in Portland two years before, rose to 9th at Kansas City, and came on to take the crown this year in great style. Houston's INNSIDERS, from the Southwestern District, took second place honors, with GRANDMA'S BOYS of the Illinois District getting the bronze medallion. The BOSTON COMMON, dropping down a notch from last year, barely nosed out our VAGABONDS from the Lansing and Oakland County Chapters, who stepped into the medalist bracket for the first time at Indianapolis.


Pioneer's FOUR-FITS from the Grosse Pointe Chapter (John Wearing, tenor; Russ Seely, lead; Thom Hine, baritone, and Marv Burke, bass) gave it a great shot in their return to the competitive wars, finishing 31st. Lead Russ Seely, happy to have been on stage in such rarified air, said it all for the FOUR-FITS: “It's a real pleasure just to sing in such competition, but I realize that we are neither young enough or naive enough to be here. We're happy with our finish.”


In chorus competition, the VOCAL MAJORITY, directed by Jim Clancy and representing the Southwestern District, nosed out the PHOENICIANS to take the chorus crown on Saturday afternoon. The 91 men from the Dallas Metro Chapter amassed the highest point total ever in chorus competition—a whopping 2,155—and grabbed the trophy in their second appearance at the international. Pioneer's Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus, directed by Gordon Limburg, the only group testing the spirit waters of an international for the first time, finished 15th. The chorus gave a great performance in the big hall, and each and every member was a credit to Pioneer. The competition each year becomes more sophisticated, more difficult, and more demanding. The competitors, regardless of rank or finish, are all a credit to the Society, the district, and to their chapters.

PRIVATE 
International Board elects Plummer F. Collins international president for 1976tc  \l 3 "International Board elects Plummer F. Collins international president for 1976"

The election of new officers by the Board found International Vice President-Treasurer Plummer F. Collins of the Seneca Land District elected to the office of international president for 1976. Samuel Aramian of the Far Western District was elected vice president along with Roger Thomas of the Land O'Lakes District. Ernie Hills of the Southwestern District was elected to the office of vice president-treasurer.


In policy matters, based upon a year of correspondence and planning with the Barbershop Harmony Clubs in the United Kingdom, the Board approved a revised “Proposed Agreement for Affiliation with the British Association of Barbershoppers.” In another action, upon Executive Committee recommendation, a policy regarding fees for licensing and chartering shows was adopted by the Board as follows: “All Society units, in keeping with the spirit of barbershopping, will not charge a performance fee for appearances on licensing and chartering shows. If it is necessary, due to distance or amount of expense, reimbursement by the host chapter for out-of-pocket expense would be in order.”


The Contest and Judging Committee earlier had recommended to the International Board combining the “Balance and Blend” and the “Harmony Accuracy” judging categories into a new category called “Sound” category. Just prior to the 1975 internation​al convention, a group of previously qualified men met in Indianapolis to undergo four days of intensive training in the new Sound category. Those men who successfully completed the school were certified to judge in the new category, which became official when the International Board took the action to approve the new category at this meeting.


At the annual PROBE meeting held in conjunction with every international, Jack Teubert, the editor of Oakland County's Gentlemen's Songster took the ninth place spot, and Bob Rock finished eleventh with the Detroit #1's Chapter Chips in the chapter bulletin competition. Both of those publications were saluted for their fine finish out of 30 bulletins submitted.

PRIVATE 
Detroit's Moonlight Cruise another big successtc  \l 3 "Detroit's Moonlight Cruise another big success"

It's doubtful that the Henry Clay ever carried so many passengers at one time, and almost certainly its decks never rang with so much good barbershop music as did the annual Moonlight Cruise on the Bob-Lo in 1975. The Detroit #1 chapter hosted its 35th annual Bob-Lo cruise July 18 on the Detroit River with 1,702 harmony lovers on Board to enjoy the music of nine quartets and three great choruses. The Wayne WONDER​LAND Chorus, fresh from Indianapolis, joined the Grosse Pointe LAKESHORE Chorus and the MOTOR CITY Chorus of the host chapter to make it a great evening. The FOUR-FITS quartet, fresh from Indianapolis, also performed for the huge throng. In spite of the threatening weather, it was a pleasant outing for everyone; and the rain held off just long enough for a great evening of dancing and barbershop harmony.

PRIVATE 
Labor Day weekend at Harrisville a soggy success for Logopedicstc  \l 3 "Labor Day weekend at Harrisville a soggy success for Logopedics"

Once again, despite the 40 days and 40 nights of rain, barbershoppers and their families and friends, and the townspeople of Harrisville and Greenbush demonstrated their support for Logopedics. Oakland County and Pontiac spearheaded several fund-raising activities, had a lot of fun, and gained a great deal of satisfaction from doing so.


The total donations and money raised at Harrisville by Oakland County for Logopedics was $771.89. The Oakland County Board of Directors at its last meeting voted to add $528.11 to the pot for a grand total of $1,300 which was presented at the House of Delegates meeting in Grand Rapids the following month. While the rain may have dampened some of the outdoor activities, it certainly didn't dampen the giving of the good people in attendance. Come to think of it, the rain didn't dampen many of the outside activities either, as all the scheduled and unscheduled events managed to come off as planned, and a great time was had by all.

PRIVATE 
New chapter is chartered at Clinton Valleytc  \l 3 "New chapter is chartered at Clinton Valley"

Population growth in the Utica and the Rochester area, plus the newer cities of Troy and Sterling Heights, made the Clinton Valley region a viable area for forming a new chapter. It took a lot of sacrifice on the part of men like Tom Gay and District Treasurer George Schmidt to curtail their activities with a live chapter like Detroit #1 in order to devote their time to organization. But along with veteran Chorus Director Stan Salter and a few other enthusiastic supporters, they made the move.


Happily for all concerned, it paid off, and a brand new chapter was chartered with 43 members on August 14, 1975. There were others, of course, who worked hard to make a go of the fledgling chapter. Zone V Vice President Cliff Douglas and Area Counselor Dick Guerin spent many hours in the vineyards. Pontiac, Port Huron, and the Grosse Pointe Chapters pitched in to give assistance, along with the FOUR-FITS, the SOUND OBJECTIVE, and many others. Clinton Valley scheduled its charter show in Utica on December 6, 1975.

PRIVATE 
Grand Rapids convention was a real winner!tc  \l 3 "Grand Rapids convention was a real winner!"

Pioneer District barbershoppers gathered in Grand Rapids for their fall convention and contests on the second weekend in October; and, like all Pioneer get-togethers, they returned home feeling they had just experienced one of the greatest three days of their lifetime. With 17 quartets and 12 choruses on stage, the three sessions in the Civic Auditorium were the center of attention on Saturday. The competition was intense, the music was barbershop, and the execution was terrific.


The CLASSMATES from Saginaw-Bay jumped off to a big lead in the morning semi-finals and stretched their lead in the evening finals to win the Pioneer District Quartet contest by 252 points in a strong performance that left little doubt as to the outcome. Tom Peil, lead; Bob Glover, baritone, and Len Johnson, bass were members of the Saginaw-Bay Chapter. The new tenor with the CLASSMATES, Jim Johnson, was from the Battle Creek Chapter. The big surprise of the evening was the solid singing of the SOUND SPECTRUM, a new quartet comprised of members of two of the District's newest chapters, Port Huron and Clinton Valley, and one member from Grosse Pointe (Galen Oliver, lead; Dennis Phelan, tenor; Brian Kaufman, baritone, and Jack Slamka, bass). The SOUND SPECTRUM was tied with the ROLLING TONES in that spot following the morning session; but the ROLLING TONES slipped to fourth in the finals as the STATELINERS came on strong to take third after the judges broke a tie with the second place winners, who edged them in the Sound category according to the contest rules. Other quartets making the finals included the STATELINERS, the ROLLING TONES, the FINAL EDITION, the SOUND OBJECTIVE, and the PATCH CHORDS in that order. Quartets that appeared in the semi-finals included the HARMONY HELMSMEN, METROCHORDS, WARREN G. HARDING MEMORIAL FOUR, INNOCENT BYSTANDERS, FLATLAND FOUR, FRINGE BENEFIT, OAKLAND COUNTS, WITH ONE A-CHORD, RANSOM NOTES, and the EVIL COMPAN​IONS.

PRIVATE 
MOTOR CITY Chorus wins trip to San Franciscotc  \l 3 "MOTOR CITY Chorus wins trip to San Francisco"

The pride of Detroit #1 Chapter racked up a decisive edge in the Interpretation and Stage Presence categories to edge out Oakland County's WOLVERINE Chorus by a total of 47 points at the Civic Auditorium on October 11 to win the district preliminaries. Bob Whitledge led MOTOR CITY to the big win with “Back In The Old Routine” and “Ma, She's Making Eyes At Me”. The WOLVERINE Chorus under the direction of Glenn Van Tassell gave away only two points in the new Sound category, and another two in arrangement as they came off second best for the second year in a row following a brief hiatus from competition. The host chapter's GREAT LAKES Chorus, with Chuck Buffham at the helm, put on a fine performance to capture the third spot. Other chapters with choruses competing included the following: Battle Creek, Traverse City, Grosse Pointe, Kalamazoo, Niles-Buchanan, Port Huron, Benton Harbor-St. Joe, Jackson and Milford.

PRIVATE 
New officers elected for 1976tc  \l 3 "New officers elected for 1976"

At the House of Delegates meeting held in conjunction with the Grand Rapids convention, new Pioneer District officers were elected to head up the district for 1976. The following men were elected to serve: John T. Gillespie, president; Donald Funk, international board member; Doran McTaggart, executive vice president; Vice Presidents Zone I, Clay Jones; Zone II, Dan LaBumbard; Zone III, Tom Hegle; Zone IV, Warren Marsh; and Zone V, Dick Guerin; George Schmidt, treasurer, and John McClinchey, the new secretary.

PRIVATE 
Pioneer's Chapter Officer Training School sets new hightc  \l 3 "Pioneer's Chapter Officer Training School sets new high"

The 1975 Chapter Officers Training School (COTS) held in Lansing on November 16 and 17 set a new high in attendance and chapter participation. With 30 of the 32 chapters in the district represented in the session at the Olds Plaza, and 139 chapter officers taking part in the administrative, musical and public relations classes, Tom Cogan, dean of the school, said Pioneer may have set a new record in the percentage of district chapters involved. There were three members from the Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, Chapter who enrolled, but did not make the meetings. They would have given us an even greater percentage score.


Keith Axline keyed his class of presidents to the duties that await them in the coming year; and John Gillespie, president-elect of Pioneer, was on hand to explain the REX Committee, to be chaired by Bill Warner, to the new administra​tors. REX is the name for the committee on Retention and Extension.


Administrative vice presidents were instructed by Don Miller, program VPs by Bob Arnold, Jim Warner worked with secretaries, and Roland LeClerc taught the treasurer's class.


Jim Miller, of the Louisville THOROUGHBREDS, shared his talents with the chorus directors, and Troubadour Editor Roger Morris held the workshop for public relations and bulletin editors.

PRIVATE 
Bill Butler is named Director of Music Educationtc  \l 3 "Bill Butler is named Director of Music Education"

Willis D. “Bill” Butler was named as Pioneer's new Director of Musical Education in the Society's latest effort to improve the quality of barbershop harmony at the chapter level. Each district will have a similar office heading up this program designed to improve our singing ability and to get our members more involved in singing.


The directors met in Kenosha in November with the music staff at Society headquarters to discuss and plan the implementation of the project and came away with a lot of ideas to get the program moving.


Bill, a member of Detroit #1, was a former chorus director and long-time barbershopper who had coached both quartets and choruses. He was well qualified to head up this endeavor and Pioneer stood to gain in stature from his experience.

PRIVATE 
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PRIVATE 
FOR-TUNE TELLERS honored at Jacksontc  \l 3 "FOR-TUNE TELLERS honored at Jackson"

“One night, twelve long years ago, at a Jackson Chapter meeting in the Hayes Hotel, four `cherubic' faces entirely strange to the entire membership, walked in and asked if they could listen and maybe sing a couple songs for us.” Thus began an article in the January 1963 Troubadour by Past President John Comloquoy, Jr.


“Those `kids' piledrove their way through four numbers with not a discord, a quiver in their knees or one single flaw from beginning to end...the membership age limit in the Jackson Chapter dropped that night to include `cherubs',” the article continued.


Jackson has never regretted the youth movement, for those four “cherubs” went on to become one of our district's greatest entertaining quartets, the FOR‑TUNE TELLERS, who had just marked a 25-year milestone in the years gone by. The quartet on stage that eventful night in the Hayes Hotel had Sam Cushman at tenor, brother Tom Cushman singing lead, Everett Queen, baritone, and Bud Knorpp bass. Tom and Everett switched parts before Everett left the quartet for another job. That's when Red Shaw stepped into the picture and the foursome we have all come to know and love so well in this district began to make its mark.


In September the Jackson Chapter held a family night that turned out to be a surprise party for their favorite quartet. Barbershoppers and friends turned out from all over the district to honor four of the greatest guys to ever grace a stage. Entertaining at this great rally were the VAGABONDS, Jackson's EVIL COMPANIONS, Monroe's SPECIAL DELIVERY, the 1949 fourth place international medalists from Lansing, the SONGMASTERS, and former district champions the MERRI-MEN from Lansing, as well as the current district champions from Battle Creek, the FOUR “D” MINORS. Grosse Pointe, out on a mystery trip, fielded 35 men on stage with some great chorus singing.


All this came before Jackson's October 18 show in Jackson High, which featured the international champions THE HAPPINESS EMPORIUM, in a silver salute to the FOR-TUNE TELLERS. Chapters, quartets, officers and friends throughout the Society, along with Governor William Milliken and President Ford, sent letters and telegrams of congratulations.  These letters were placed in an album which was presented during the show. One of the big surprises of that evening was seeing the FOR-TUNE TELLERS on stage in those sparkling white uniforms with the silver spangles and the top hats and the canes. Not bad for a supposedly retiring quartet, but the kind of class the district had come to expect from an act that had been 25 years in the making.


The smoothly polished, subtle sophistication and great timing of the FOR-TUNE TELLERS is a hallmark of entertainment in barbershop harmony—like 25 years of togetherness doing what you like best. That's barbershop! That's entertainment!

PRIVATE 
SCHMITT BROTHERS entertain Monroe couple on anniversarytc  \l 3 "SCHMITT BROTHERS entertain Monroe couple on anniversary"

When Mr. & Mrs. Frank Klaes of Monroe celebrated their Golden Wedding anniversary on November 2, their barbershopper son Jerry wanted the occasion to be something special. Something special it was!


Jerry, along with his two brothers and sisters, called on the SCHMITT BROTHERS, international champions from Two Rivers, Wisconsin—their parents' favorite quartet—to join in the festivities. The SCHMITT BROTHERS, not being strangers to the Monroe Chapter, were surprise guests at a 2 p.m. Mass at St. Stephens Church in New Boston, honoring Mr. & Mrs. Klaes. The champs attended the party following the service where they gave a full-scale performance, and Joe Schmitt made some appropriate remarks in remembrance of the occasion.

PRIVATE 
Bill Warner feted by Detroit #1 Chaptertc  \l 3 "Bill Warner feted by Detroit #1 Chapter"

On December 5 the Detroit Chapter used some deceptive methods to get outgoing IBM Bill Warner to attend what was supposedly “a roast of Bill Butler.” Actually, the “roast” was on Bill Warner. As it turned out, the entire chapter was present to honor him for the many years he had devoted to the district and to the chapter. Most of the chapter and district officers took turns throwing barbs, with Bill Wickstrom leaving a lasting impression when he stated that “Warner is the only guy I know who can take a shower without getting his feet wet!” All in all, it was a great evening and a sincere tribute to an outstanding Pioneer District barbershopper.

PRIVATE 
To recaptc  \l 3 "To recap"

In retrospect, 1975, wasn't all that bad. It brought a medal to the incom​par​able VAGABONDS, spotlighted our wonderful FOUR-FITS on an internation​al stage, and gave a valiant WONDERLAND Chorus their first look at top-drawer competition in Indianapolis. It brought us a new charter at Clinton Valley—some 50 strong and raring to go. It saw the district grow in number; ever so slowly, but growing at least.


Two magnificent conventions hosted by Saginaw-Bay and Grand Rapids proved to us that Pioneer was a healthy, active, and involved association. So, we bid goodbye to 1975, a bit misty-eyed, but hopefully expectant for a great 1976.

