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PRIVATE 
1939-40tc  \l 2 "1939-40"PRIVATE 

PRIVATE 
How it all begantc  \l 3 "How it all began"

The Pioneer District (known as the Michigan District until 1968) had its official beginning on June 8, 1940. However, our first chapters had already begun organizing in 1939 when the word was widely spread that an organization had sprung up in Tulsa, Oklahoma, featuring good, old fashioned barbershop harmonizing as their mainstay. The infant organization was the brainstorm of one PRIVATE 
Owen C. Cashtc  \l 4 "Owen C. Cash", a Tulsa tax attorney, who founded “SPEBSQSA” with little or no intention of the organization ever attaining the amazing growth as we know it today. He had no idea that there were so many men who, like him, had a nostalgic fed desire to again sample the simple joys of harmony singing, or that they would pursue this hobby with such determined dedication.


On Decoration Day, 1939, a group of veterans was gathered for Detroit's annual Memorial Day Parade and were enjoying a song when attention was called to a newspaper story about a meeting of the newly organized Society for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartet Singing in America, to be held in Tulsa beginning June 2, 1939. All expressed interest; and PRIVATE 
Ed Schwoppetc  \l 4 "Ed Schwoppe", a member of a quartet known as the STATE HIGHWAY FOUR, said he would go there and investigate.


Schwoppe made the trip to Tulsa with PRIVATE 
Harold Gibbstc  \l 4 "Harold Gibbs", then of Traverse City. PRIVATE 
Joe Jonestc  \l 4 "Joe Jones", a former Detroit #1 chapter president who was quite prominent both in the judging and administrative areas of the Society, described this trip in his keynote speech to the International Board at the international convention in Philadelphia in 1961. “Two men employed by the Michigan State Highway Department (i.e. Schwoppe and Gibbs) told their superiors they ought to go to Tulsa to look over a new type of road building equipment being manufactured there. The deception worked. The state paid the freight, and the two men returned to Detroit with a charter for a chapter [Note: Believe he meant to say they returned as card carrying members, as there were no charters issued at that time.], but with no reports or recommendations on road building equipment. Immediately they gathered about them other barbershop quartet addicts and enthusiasts and organized what was believed to be the first chapter east of the Mississippi.” [Underlining added.]


At the meeting held in the Hotel Tulsa on June 2, a national organization was created with PRIVATE 
Rupert Halltc  \l 4 "Rupert Hall", of Tulsa, as president. A vice president was named from every state represented, to be “in charge of development.” Ed Schwoppe came back as a national vice president and both he and Harold Gibbs were made members of the Tulsa Chapter. Thus Ed became our first national officer, and he and Harold our first card carrying SPEBSQSA members.

PRIVATE 
The first meeting of the Detroit Chaptertc  \l 3 "The first meeting of the Detroit Chapter"

Prior to the Cash organizational meeting, a group of Detroiters including PRIVATE 
Howard Tubbstc  \l 4 "Howard Tubbs", PRIVATE 
Monty Marsdentc  \l 4 "Monty Marsden", PRIVATE 
Glenn Shieldstc  \l 4 "Glenn Shields", PRIVATE 
Bill Barrytc  \l 4 "Bill Barry", PRIVATE 
Charlie Hawkinstc  \l 4 "Charlie Hawkins" and PRIVATE 
Mark Robertstc  \l 4 "Mark Roberts" were singing in the Faust Post American Legion Glee Club; and, on occasion, throwing in a barbershop seventh to the dismay of the director. This was the group which later formed the nucleus of our first chapter.


On Sunday, July 30, 1939 [Note: An error exists on the present Detroit #1 Chapter charter, which puts the date at July 29, 1939.] a group of twenty men met in the cottage of William Barry at Lake Orion, Michigan. The story of the Society and the convention doings were related to them by Schwoppe and Gibbs. At that meeting the Detroit Chapter was organized and a charter was applied for—the first in Michigan. 


[Considerable controversy still rages as to whether the Detroit #1 Chapter was the first chapter organized east of the Mississippi River. Wilmington, Delaware, and Chicago, Illinois, also claim that honor. After studying their “so‑called” evidence, it is my considered opinion that there is no way we can prove, one way or another, which chapter was organized first. From all of my studies so far, it appears Detroit was organized first based on so many of the early quotes by Mark Roberts, Joe Wolff, Joe Jones, and others. Add to this the fact that these fellows had been singing together in the Faust American Legion Glee Club for many years prior to the formation of our Society, and had an organized group before the official chartering of the chapter. Unfortunately, I have no tangible proof, and the people who truly knew are no longer with us. The same is true of the other two chapters mentioned. It is suspected that no one really knew, and that the proclamations of being first provided some kind of “bragging rights” for those chapters involved.]

PRIVATE 
There were no charters until 1941tc  \l 3 "There were no charters until 1941"

Probably a better perspective on this whole matter can be understood by the explanation offered in T. Deac Martin's ten-year history of the Society entitled Keep America Singing, published by the Society. On page 35 of chapter 10, Deac mentions the following, and we quote:


“Today lively arguments can be generated around the question—which chapter was chartered ahead of t'other during the Society's infantile years? In 1948, International Secretary Adams said that to give accurate charter dates during the first two or three years 'tis as impossible as for PRIVATE 
Carroll Parker Adamstc  \l 4 "Carroll Parker Adams" to jump over the moon. ... There are no national secretary's records prior to 1941. ... As to charters, none were printed until March '41 when the first lot was ordered from St. Louis. ... They were mailed to each city where there had been a show of interest, and a bill for $3 was enclosed. Payment of the bill would make the charter official. Secretary Wodicka sent out about 100. By late June '41 seventeen cities had responded, and the National Treasury had $51 in it to apply upon the 1940-41 operating deficit and to carry on the July '41 contest and convention.”

It is probable that in this context the Detroit #1 Chapter was the first chapter chartered east of the Mississippi; since Carroll P. Adams, being a member of that chapter, would ensure, through his position and proximity to the chartering process at the national office, that Detroit #1 received the first charter actually issued.


At the first July 30, 1939 meeting, those elected as officers of the Detroit #1 Chapter were Joseph Wolff, president; Howard Tubbs, vice president; William Barry, master of ceremonies; and Glenn Shields, secretary and treasurer. Also in attendance at this meeting were Monty Marsden and Jim Creed who became well known to barbershoppers everywhere as fine singers and dedicated members. The VARIETY FOUR, a well-known quartet composed of Tom Carruthers, Leo Stiers, Archie Livingston, and Les Langlois attended the meeting; and, from the record, it seems that this was the first Michigan quartet to be associated with the Society.


The first regular meeting of the Detroit Chapter, following the initial meeting, was held at the Book Cadillac Hotel in Detroit on August 25, 1939, with about 50 men in attendance; and barbershopping in Michigan was off to a great ringing start. Several out-state visitors were in attendance at this historic meeting, and they returned home determined to organize chapters—and organize them they did.


Considerable publicity was given the group by the press throughout the state and a membership drive was instituted. One of the first recruits was Carroll P. Adams, who was to become an important figure in the organization. Schwoppe, in the meantime, promoted the Society in various other sections of the state and organized the Lansing Chapter in September of 1939. The Flint Chapter was organized the following month with the help of Guy Stoppert. Grand Rapids was next on November 1, 1939, when Roscoe Bennett and Vern Hale rounded up a group of harmony enthusiasts. Four chapters were firmly in the fold at the end of 1939.

PRIVATE 
The first state contest heldtc  \l 3 "The first state contest held"

In the spring of 1940, we had only four chapters and no district organiza​tion; but that gang at Grand Rapids thought this was enough to have a quartet contest, and they were right. At their invitation and with the assistance of the Schubert Club of Grand Rapids, a state contest was held in the Pantlind Hotel Ballroom on March 9, 1940. Quartets appeared from the organized chapters, Detroit, Lansing, Flint and Grand Rapids, and from Birmingham, Jackson, Muskegon and Saginaw. Eighteen quartets showed up and the winner was the SAWDUST FOUR of Muskegon (Len Horton, Raymond Johnson, Bill Griffith and George Hansen). In second place was the DETROIT ELKS FOUR (Bill Barry, Fox, Ackerman, and Logan) and third place was taken by the STATE HIGHWAY FOUR (Gibbs, Schwoppe, Stanley, and Hathaway) from Lansing. The fourth place winner was the VARIETY FOUR of Birmingham (Carruthers, Stiers, Livingston and Langlois). This was quite a “ball” and greatly enjoyed by all, including the losers. Roscoe Bennett and the Grand Rapids Chapter led the way, and this was the first state-sponsored contest [the district wasn't organized yet] ever held in our Society, and the SAWDUST FOUR quartet was our first state champion. It was truly a memorable occasion, although we're sure that the participants did not realize it at that time. Time has a way of attaching importance to events of this nature.

PRIVATE 
The District was organizedtc  \l 3 "The District was organized"

In June of 1940, and still with only four chapters in the fold, the Detroit Chapter, through Joe Wolff its president, invited the other three chapters to join it in organizing a state association of chapters. A meeting was arranged in Detroit for June 8, 1940, and the Michigan District was born, a constitution was adopted and officers elected. These officers were Carroll P. Adams, president; Ed Schwoppe, vice president; Guy Stoppert, secretary; and Roscoe Bennett, treasurer. This was the first appearance of Carroll Adams in an official capacity; and no one yet has matched him for vision, organizing ability, hard work and desire to see the barbershopping idea exploited to its utmost potential. Under the relentless drive of Adams and the other district officers, a pattern emerged which was to make Michigan the barbershop capital of the world. [And still is!]

PRIVATE 
The first Parade of Quartetstc  \l 3 "The first Parade of Quartets"

In the evening of the day (June 8, 1940) the district was organized, the Detroit Chapter staged the Society's first Parade of Quartets. This was held in the ballroom of the Book Cadillac Hotel to start a series of shows that has been staged annually by the chapter ever since. Almost all the quartets on this first show were from the Detroit Chapter which, although having about sixty members at the time, put eight quartets on stage and this was increased two years later to eleven quartets.


These early affairs were stag and beverages were served during the first show. As Mark Roberts puts it, “This made for a good, full evening with the chords and the beer all flowing along together beautifully in a sort of poor man's `Ten Nights in a Bar Room'; it seeming that the more you had of one, the better the other sounded or tasted. So there we were inventing the afterglow and, in our innocence, not even knowing it. Upon sober reflection, which, of course, was the next day, we decided that there was a time to sing and a time to drink; but that the twain should not meet at show time when the general public was invited. Whatever we may have concluded, it took a couple of years to get the beer out of our shows and even our first state contests were a bit on the soggy side. In any event, this first Parade of Quartets was great fun for us and our guests, and it established the fact that people wanted to hear our music and would even pay money for the privilege, with or without beverages.”

The second national convention was held in New York on July 26, 1940, in conjunction with the World's Fair. At the meeting only three national vice presidents were chosen, no longer one from each state. These were Al Smith of New York, George Hillyer of Topeka, and Carroll Adams of Detroit. Joe Wolff of Detroit was elected to the National Board of Directors.


The State Association held a fall meeting in Lansing on September 28, 1940, at which time Muskegon and Saginaw became members. Representatives from Jackson and Kalamazoo were present to obtain information.


PRIVATE 
1941tc  \l 2 "1941"
PRIVATE 
The first district-sponsored contest heldtc  \l 3 "The first district-sponsored contest held"

On March 9, 1941, the first state or district quartet contest ever held under SPEBSQSA auspices was hosted by the Grand Rapids Chapter. Again the ballroom of the Pantlind Hotel was the scene; and some 28 quartets went through their paces for a distinguished and talented panel of judges composed of Cy Perkins, Phil Embury, Frank Thorne, Maurice Reagan and Robert Hamp. The judges at that time had no written rules or guidelines, so they had to figure out a system of grading and categories before the contest. Some of their findings went into the rules later adopted and are still part of our judging rules. The master of ceremonies was our founder, O.C. Cash, who came from Oklahoma for the occasion and he enjoyed every minute of it. The contest winners down to five places were SAWDUST FOUR of Muskegon; DETROIT TURNERS (Jim Creed, Ed Pazik, Mark Roberts and Wally Joure); LEGION FOUR of Detroit (Monty Marsden, Al Frank, Glenn Shields and Howard Tubbs); BIG FOUR of Detroit (Hugh Ward, LeRoy McKinney, Bob Weil and Joe Wolff); and SONG​MASTERS of Lansing (Robert Andrews, Walter Scutt, Ross Bearup and Harold McAttee) respectively.


This contest was well handled by the Grand Rapids crew and was an unqualified success, which helped to assure the continuation of the District contest as an annual feature. While the singing at that time did not measure up to today's standards, because no one would have thought of practicing and working at it the way today's quartets do, the singing was more interesting in many ways and particularly in musical arrangements.


As Mark Roberts said, “There were no published arrangements in those days and practically all quartets used their own arrangements. Thus we did not have a note for note rendition of the same songs by different quartets, such as we quite frequently have in today's contests. We also heard more lyric tenor voices and big booming bassos which, again, is another story. The 1941 contest was a stag affair, the last, by the way; and we were still carrying on in the grand tradition of barbershop singing.”
PRIVATE 
It was a man's world...tc  \l 3 "It was a man's world..."

Roberts related further, “We said that, but the ladies were becoming inquisitive about the activities; and why shouldn't they when some of them had been led to believe that the meetings lasted from Friday evening until Saturday at noon. We know, of course, that barbershoppers have the most tolerant women in the world, and we were not the least bit apprehensive as to their acceptance of our music. We were not sure at all of women generally; but, as might have been expected, we found some who had a genuine liking for our music; some who just liked to be around men, the singing kind or otherwise; and some who despised it but gritted their teeth and bore with it in a brave attempt to be agreeable. Some gals decided that they too wanted to participate in our contests; and, in one case, four gals seriously threatened to get a Court order to compel us to accept their entry in our competition. We stood bravely by our `male only' eligibility rules because, otherwise, we could visualize a far more sinister situation that would develop. That would be when we went home some evening to inform the little woman that the new tenor in the quartet was really a shapely blond soprano, and the lead was a gorgeous red head whose chest expansion, when she took a big breath for that `Sweet Sixteen' swipe, was both amazing and delightful. This kind of hanky-panky could have led to arsenic in the breakfast coffee as one of the more gentle forms of exterminating barbershoppers. Eventually and fortunately, the Sweet Adelines was organized, and the frustrated femmes found an organized outlet for their singing; and, outwardly at least, a happy harmony coexistence between our Society and the Adelines which continues to the present.”

Michigan's fast growth and efficient organization were recognized throughout the budding Society, and everyone was looking to the Wolverine State for leadership in 1941. The State Association at a meeting held in Lansing, June 7, 1941, re-elected all of its officers for another year.

PRIVATE 
Michigan gains staturetc  \l 3 "Michigan gains stature"

Michigan had no quartets in the national contests of 1939 and 1940, but in St. Louis on July 3‑5, 1941, Michigan's top two quartets, the District Champion SAWDUST FOUR and the runner-up DETROIT TURNERS competed. While our top two quartets did not come back bemedalled, they were finalists.

PRIVATE 
ADVANCE \Y 154.5
CARROLL P. ADAMS

1

It was at this convention that Michigan really came into its own. Grand Rapids was awarded the 1942 national convention, Carroll Adams was elected national president for the 1941-42 term. Joseph Stern of Kansas City was elected secretary-treasurer, Ray Granger, Tulsa, master of ceremonies, O.P. Erickson, Tulsa, director of publicity, and Deac Martin, Cleve​land, national historian. The elected vice presidents were Phil Embury, Warsaw, N.Y.; Dr. Mark S. Nelson, Canton, Ill.; Jos. F. Wodicka, St. Louis, Mo., and Frank Winchell, Jacksonville, Fl. In addition, of the 21 men elected to the National Board of Direc​tors, Michigan had three, those being Roscoe Bennett from Grand Rapids, Ed Schwoppe from Lansing, and Joe Wolff from Detroit (he had also served in 1940).


The Board could not have selected a better man for the job of president than Carroll Adams. He was truly a man of vision and came to his post well-armed with the type of knowledge neces​sary to captivate and mold the growing Society into an organization as to chap​ters, finan​cial throes, contests and judging, and the augmentation of Society activities through committees wrestling with devel​opmental and organizational policies. The suc​cessful Society we have today can be largely laid at Carroll Adam's door​step, for we are still guided by the pre​cepts he established in those early days. Even our district, which he helped to establish in 1940 and 1941, is still today one of the leading districts in administra​tion and financial matters in the Society due to his foresight.

PRIVATE 
“You're as Welcome as the Flow​ers in May”tc  \l 3 "“You're as Welcome as the Flow​ers in May”"

During a 1968 interview by Inter​national Historian Dean Snyder, Joe Wolff related to him the story of the introduction of this arrangement to the Society. The story, as Joe related it to Dean, is as follows: “Our quartet (that was the AMBASSADORS then) was invited to attend the Saginaw Parade of Quartets over there, and we all arrived about noon. We saw Phil Embury there, after not having seen him for some time. We got together with Phil, and then Tim Weber showed up, and as the gang congregated there was Cy Perkins. We noticed that Perkins was excusing himself from our company and making frequent trips to the bar room. I said to Phil, `If Cy Perkins is going to keep that up, he won't be here to listen to the quartets.' So I checked into the idea of getting a piano up in our room and to see whether we could put our time to better use. It so happened that we were talking about old numbers, and so on. I happened to think of one that Phil Embury had never heard of. This was `You're as Welcome as the Flowers in May.' I hummed it to him. He said he'd never heard it. I said, `We'll get Perkins and see if we can work out an arrangement.' So we did, and that's how `You're as Welcome as the Flowers in May' became so popular in the Society. It was our arrangement.”
PRIVATE 
The Society's first Code of Ethics introducedtc  \l 3 "The Society's first Code of Ethics introduced"
PRIVATE 
ADVANCE \Y 151.20
JOSEPH P. WOLFF

2

Joe Wolff, who attended the St. Louis convention as a board member, submitted a first copy of the Code of Ethics. The Code remains almost the same today as it was originally presented, except for item number 10—“We shall render all possible altruistic service through the medium of barbershop harmony.” Joe felt that under this specific item, one could find an excuse for connect​ing the Society with almost any extraneous cause, and that's where he felt the Society strayed off course. Joe was very much against the adoption of our Service Project, the Institute of Logopedics.


In his words; “At the risk of being characterized as a person who is against God and motherhood, I am referring to the introduction of fund solicitation for the cause of Logopedics. I shall not dwell on the subject, except to say that the Society was not organized for this nor any similar purpose. Charity, as the old axiom has it, begins at home.” And, there were a lot of people in those early days who felt as Joe did.


When queried by Snyder as to the first begin​nings of the Code of Ethics, Wolff stated that at the time of the interview (1968) he was a little vague on all of the details; but he did say that there were a lot of loose ends to be tied together at the midwinter board meeting in 1941. Since he was a member of that board, he mentioned to them that some kind of a code had to be established to serve as sort of a guide for the behavior of our members. He stated, “They all seemed to agree, and so I proposed this code of ethics, which, of course, was accepted. It had some very minor changes, but is still in existence, and I hope that it is a good one.” Actually, this code is one of the very fundamen​tal stones of all the things Joe has done for the Society. The Code of Ethics is a code which should be recognized and practiced by the members of the whole Society. As Duane Mosier, one of the former Pioneer District Historians, has stated, “It would be a far better Society, in my opinion, if the members would take hold of that code and really commit it to memory and commit it to their practice day by day.”


PRIVATE 
1942tc  \l 2 "1942"
PRIVATE 
And then came the war yearstc  \l 3 "And then came the war years"

Notwithstanding the fact that World War II came upon the country, the Society continued its growth in Michigan during the years 1941 and 1942. Jackson, Caro, Oakland County (November 7, 1941), Battle Creek (November 12, 1941), Traverse City, Midland, Kalamazoo and Owosso were in the fold by the time of the 1942 national convention in Grand Rapids. It is kind of interesting to find out how barbershop chapters were started in those days. A good example can be found in the following letter sent to me by Carroll Adams in 1972. He states, “You and I could gossip for hours about the Oakland County Chapter. I never was as fond of any chapter as I always was of O.C.C. As you say, it was founded in 1941 at a dinner meeting in the banquet room of a downtown Royal Oak restaurant. Bill Otto then lived in Pontiac and I in Pleasant Ridge. Bill and I had invited 60 or 70 barbershop addicts of our acquaintance in that area. Thirty-two men showed up. Bill and I had guaranteed 50 dinners, so we had to dig into our pockets for the 18 meals at $1.75 each. In those days men belonged to several chapters. To start off, in 1939, Bill and I were members of the Detroit (Michigan #1) Chapter, and at one time Joe Wolff and I belonged to 16 or 18 Michigan chapters. We would become charter members of every chapter we had a part in organizing.”
PRIVATE 
Michigan gains stature—Grand Rapids hosts our first national conventiontc  \l 3 "Michigan gains stature—Grand Rapids hosts our first national convention"

Grand Rapids staged the biggest and best convention yet held on June 19‑20, 1942, and filled their Civic Auditorium with listeners for the big show. Our district also advanced musically when we placed five quartets in the finals. These were the DETROIT TURNERS, the HALL BROTHERS of Grand Rapids, the ACOUSTICAL PERSECUTIN' FOUR of Jackson, PORT CITY FOUR of Muskegon and the GAY NINETIES of Kalamazoo. Other Michigan quartets in this contest were the PLEASURE FOUR, the STROLLERS, the AMERICAN LEGION FOUR, the BANNER FOUR (later to become the PROGRESSIVES and the FRANKENMUTH Quartet) and the DUBIOUS FOUR, all of Detroit, and the OLD TIMERS, the MUSKIE MUSKICHORDS and the SAWDUST FOUR of Muskegon; the ROUNDHOUSE FOUR and the DREAMERS of Grand Rapids, the STATE HIGHWAY FOUR of Lansing, the FOUR JEWELLS of Flint, the OWOSSO ELKS and the FOUR OAKS of Royal Oak. The reader may wonder how we had so many district quartets in the national contest. In those days there were no elimination contests and any quartet was eligible to compete. While this system, quite obviously, did not upgrade the standard of contest singing, it was more fun for everyone and particularly for the many quartets who entered for the fun of competing and not with the idea of taking honors. As Mark Roberts states, “In some way this system served the purpose of `preserving and encouraging' our kind of singing much better than the present arrangement because it provided fun, fulfillment and fellowship for a greater number of Society members.” On the other hand, can you imagine the chaos we would have today if every quartet that wanted to could sing on the international contest stage? The contest would last six weeks!


Deac Martin's “Ten Year History of the Society” states that the dearth of top tenors made it necessary that we have a rule barring anyone from singing in more than one competing quartet, but this rule was not adopted until after the national contest at Grand Rapids. Mark Roberts mentioned that he sang with two quartets in that contest: the DUBIOUS FOUR with Tim Weber, Mort Gittleman, and Joe Wolff; and the finalist DETROIT TURNERS. As Mark Roberts mentions, “Maybe the officials decided that I was singing tenor, but I thought it was baritone. In any event, being the only Society member to sing with two quartets in the same national contest has not brought me a Nobel Prize, either for promoting harmony or interfering with it, and I mention it here merely because it is necessary nowadays to cling to whatever small distinctions that are left.”


Another incident at Grand Rapids that year was that Jim Creed, well remem​bered for his high lyric tenor voice, sang in the preliminaries and finals without a tooth in his head. Jim's new dentures were not ready but he was, so he became the only “toothless tenor” on record in an international contest. As Mark further stated, “I never did find out how the Stage Presence Judges scored this lack of uniformity—three guys with teeth and one without—but an obvious correction under these circumstances would be for the other three members to have all their teeth yanked out!”


At the time of this contest, the entire judging system was still undergoing overhaul, and this contest was judged on the basis of harmony accuracy 25 percent, song arrangement 25 percent, voice expression 30 percent, song selection 10 percent and stage presence, including costuming 10 percent. As with everything else, progress is sometimes slow.


Grand Rapids did itself proud in handling the national convention. Roscoe Bennett, the chairman, issued the first Society publication The Swipe publicizing the convention. This tabloid newspaper was loaded with information about the big events which were to take place in the Furniture City come June. Deac Martin, in his book, states: “The staff of the, then unborn, Harmonizer still thanks Bennett for his courage in reducing `quartette' with its long feminine suffix to the he‑man `quartet' throughout The Swipe, a precedent which has released 1,483 man hours for better or worse while saving the Harmonizer more than a ton of paper. More issues of The Swipe, among 31 bona fide chapters and ten more which had not paid their national dues [Michigan alone had 13 live ones] helped to bring the registration to 60 quartets for the two day meet.”

The Michigan quartet contest was not held in 1942 because of the fact that the national contest was held in Grand Rapids. However, the delegates did hold a meeting, and Joseph Wolff was elected state president and John Buitendorp of Muskegon was elected secretary. Joe Wolff made a strong talk at this meeting against commercializing barbershop singing; and this wise counsel should be heeded today when the product, all too often, is commercialized all out of proportion to our needs to preserve and encourage our kind of singing.

PRIVATE 
Carroll Adams instrumental in moving national headquarters to Detroittc  \l 3 "Carroll Adams instrumental in moving national headquarters to Detroit"

One of the best decisions ever made by SPEBSQSA was to appoint Carroll Adams as national secretary following his term as national president in 1942. While the rest of the district was busy singing and enjoying and not paying much attention to the administrative problems created by the rapid growth of the Society, Carroll was well aware of them and he proceeded to bring some order out of chaos by organizing an efficient national office. In the process, Carroll moved the Society, lock, stock and barrel to Detroit and established headquarters there and made Michigan the center of barbershopping. While Adams was surrounded here and assisted by a group of barbershoppers who were second to none in numbers, enthusiasm and dedication, it still was because of his vision, enterprise and hard work that Michigan became the leader in all things barbershop. While we have every reason to be proud of the history of the Michigan District and the many great barbershoppers who have contributed to this history, let us reserve a special niche for Carroll Adams, a truly great one.


PRIVATE 
1943tc  \l 2 "1943"
PRIVATE 
Barbershopping boomed in Michigantc  \l 3 "Barbershopping boomed in Michigan"

By the time of the annual meeting at Kalamazoo, May 8, 1943, Michigan boasted 19 chapters. Frank Morse of Muskegon was elected president for the following year with Gordon Grant, Saginaw, as secretary. It was at this time when the Oakland County Chapter grew to 306 members, the first chapter in the Society to do so. There was a reason for this. It seems that during wartime beer was hard to get, as most of it was going overseas; but the Oakland County Chapter had three beer distributors listed among its membership, so it followed that everyone wanted to join Oakland County where there was no shortage. Muskegon also jumped to over 300 members later in the year; not for the same reason, however. They had been meeting at a local Elks Club, and they inducted the entire membership of the club into the Society. It was on November 6, 1943, that the Oakland County Chapter staged a Parade of Quartets in Detroit's Masonic Temple. This event was well patronized and laid the foundation for future events in this mammoth auditorium. Surprisingly, today this auditorium is rarely or seldom used by barbershoppers.

PRIVATE 
The early contests and conventionstc  \l 3 "The early contests and conventions"

During the early years, the district contests and district conventions and meetings were held separately, the contests in midwinter and the meetings in the summer. There were no international preliminaries until 1945 when sectional preliminaries were held and these were repeated in 1946 and 1947. The first district preliminar​ies were held in 1948, following which the district's two business meetings were held in conjunction with the spring (international preliminaries) and the fall (district quartet contest).

PRIVATE 
Saginaw hosted district contest in February, 1943tc  \l 3 "Saginaw hosted district contest in February, 1943"

The 1943 district contest was held in Saginaw on February 23. Twenty-three quartets responded to the call despite a blizzard and sub-zero temperature and the added impediment of wartime travel restrictions. The UNHEARD OF FOUR, with Len Horton and Bill Griffith of the old champion SAWDUST FOUR plus Henry Klooster and John Buitendorp, took top honors. Thus Horton and Griffith were on the championship team three years running which is “unheard” of even if the quartet wasn't. Second, third, fourth and fifth place winners respectively were the ACOUSTICAL PRESECUTIN' FOUR of Jackson (Hodgeboom, Breitmeyer, Farrand and Colestock), the VARIETY FOUR of Birmingham (Stiers, Carruthers, Livingston and Langlois), the DETROIT TURNERS (Creed, Pazik, Roberts and Joure), the HARMONY HOUNDS of Detroit (Creed, DeWolfe, Roberts and Wolff). Again rule changes were necessary because Mark Roberts, along with Jim Creed, sang with the last two named quartets, and the district contest rules were made to conform to the national rules prohibiting a contestant from singing in more than one competing quartet. A couple of days after this contest it was discovered that a miscalculation had been made in the scoring and that the LEGION FOUR of Detroit (Wrobbel, Marsden, Shields and Tubbs) should have been placed in the first five, but by then everyone had sobered up and had lost interest. The Saginaw Chapter and the Bancroft Hotel teamed up to make this a memorable affair.

PRIVATE 
Four Michigan quartets make finals at Chicagotc  \l 3 "Four Michigan quartets make finals at Chicago"

Michigan could be justly proud of their accomplishments at the national convention held in Chicago June 17‑19, 1943. Four quartets made the finals, with the HARMONY HALLS from Grand Rapids taking the fifth place medal (Bob Hazenberg, lead; Ed Gaikema, tenor; Ray Hall, baritone; Gordon Hall, bass), and the other finalists, the ACOUSTICAL PERSECUTIN' FOUR from Jackson, the UNHEARD OF FOUR and HARMONY WEAVERS from Muskegon. In addition to some fine quartet finishes, the Muskegon Chapter won first place in the Achievement Awards for cities in the Population Group Two followed closely by Saginaw. Frank Morse of the Muskegon Chapter was elected a national vice president, Carroll Adams executive secretary, and John Buitendorp of Muskegon, Ray Campau of Saginaw, J. Abbott of Albion, W. Carleton Scott of Oakland County and Joseph Wolff from Detroit were elected to the National Board of Directors.
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Detroit was awarded the 1944 midwinter meeting of the national board from a mail vote taken in November of 1943. At this meeting, the Michigan Chapters invited the Society to hold its national convention at Detroit in June of 1944. The Oakland County Chapter was chosen as the host chapter for this midwinter, and it was held at the Statler Hotel in Detroit on January 15, 1944. It was at this meeting that Detroit was selected as host for the 1944 national convention and contest, the first of four conventions to be held in this great city. That evening the delegates were entertained at the Detroit Chapter's fifth annual “Parade of Quartets” at the Book Cadillac.

PRIVATE 
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The 1944 district contest was held February 19, 1944, at the large Central Campus Auditorium in Muskegon. Muskegon was the home of Frank Morse who had succeeded Joe Wolff as the district president. Other officers for 1943-44 were W. Carleton Scott, Gordon Grant, and Walter Bradley. The contest was won by the HARMONY HALLS (Ed Gaikema, Bob Hazenburg, Ray Hall, and Gordon Hall) of Grand Rapids, who had previously attained medalist status at the 1943 national contest in Chicago a few months earlier. In second place was the VETS FOUR of Kalamazoo (Herrington, Vaughn, Spicketts, and Johnson); and, in third place, the AMBASSADORS of Detroit (Scott, Marsden, Jones, and Wolff). Fourth place went to the GAY NINETIES of Kalamazoo (Rushmore, Leonard, Floyd Deem, and Donald Deem), and in fifth place was the CONTINENTALS of Muskegon (Freye, Bishop, Rex Weaver, and Peterson).

PRIVATE 
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The Oakland County Chapter, in September of 1943, offered to present the first O.C. Cash Medallions to the members of the top five quartets in the 1944 national contest. In accepting the offer, National President Hal Staab wrote then OCC President Carleton Scott: “It was most magnanimous of the Oakland County Chapter to offer to furnish the twenty medallions for the members of the five top quartets at the 1944 national quartet contest. The offer is accepted. I want to extend to your chapter my personal appreciation, and know that the National Board will be extremely grateful.” Oakland County also presented the medals in the 1945 and 1946 contests, after which time the international office took over the presen​tations. We're proud that the medals presented to the top five quartets at the international quartet contests today originated in the Pioneer District!

PRIVATE 
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The Society became international in name and in fact in March of 1944 when the Windsor, Ontario, Canada, Chapter was organized. Sponsorship of the chapter was a joint venture of the Oakland County Chapter and the Detroit #1 Chapter, and the facts of this sponsorship were related in the August–September 1988 issue of Pioneer District Troubadour, the story of which is related below. At any rate, the Canadians took to barbershopping with great enthusiasm and immediately started organizing other chapters in the area. When the Ontario District was organized, Windsor became part of that district; but their inter-society activities remained tied more to Michigan than Ontario and, on their own petition, Windsor became a part of the Michigan District in 1958. This arrangement has worked out well for this chapter, and the district has benefited by having this fine group of barber​shoppers associated with it.

PRIVATE 
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One question which has continued to surface historically over the past several years is one that has many answers, depending upon with whom you speak to about it. As a former member of the Oakland County Chapter, and as editor of the OCC bulletin Spotlight back in the years 1970 through 1973, it was my privilege to have corresponded with Carroll P. Adams, the founder of the Oakland County Chapter. He had somehow received a copy of my bulletin and promptly wrote to me on April 6, 1972. The following is an excerpt from that letter:

“Hal Staab was elected national president and I national secretary in June of 1942. I previously had been national vice president, also national president. (Hal and I had grown up together in Northampton, Massachusetts, from 1903 to 1911.) Our titles did not become international until the night in early 1944 when OCC sponsored the Windsor, Ontario chapter.” [Underlining added.]


After receiving that letter, I talked with several of the old timers in our chapter, and they confirmed to me orally that Oakland County did, in fact, sponsor Windsor. One former member with whom I had spoke was W. Carleton Scott, who was chapter president in 1944 and was a reliable source.


It never really entered my mind that members of the Detroit #1 Chapter felt that they had sponsored Windsor. Doran McTaggart indicated the same to me at a Windsor Send-Off Show; and when I queried him about it later, he stated that Detroit did sponsor them and that he had a plaque to prove it. Questioning him further, I found that the plaque had been given to the Windsor Chapter six or seven years prior to that conversation by the Detroit Chapter; and it was his sole reason for thinking that Detroit #1 had sponsored Windsor. He had no other facts or information.


The following year, your author became the Pioneer District historian. As such, I came into a complete backlog of Harmonizers and district Troubadours. I completed filing all of these by year, beginning with the Rechordings published in 1941 and found some very interesting information pertaining to this very question. In the September 1943 Harmonizer, I found the following excerpt in an item accompanying the article concerning the presentation of the O.C. Cash quartet medals by the Oakland County Chapter, as follows: “Oakland County has laid plans to sponsor a chapter in Plymouth, Michigan, and one in Windsor, Ontario. When the latter becomes a reality, our Society will, for the first time, be truly `International'.”

Continuing my research, I uncovered the following article in the March 1944 issue of the Harmonizer:


HERE'S REAL INTER-CHAPTER COOPERATION

“As an example of being good neighbors, here's one for the book. The fourteen members of the executive committee of the Detroit (Michigan No. 1) Chapter are all active members of the Oakland County (Michigan No. 9) Chapter. And the eleven members of the Oakland County Executive Committee are all active members of the Detroit Chapter. Such collaboration is sure to be valuable in the staging of the 1944 national contest and conference in Detroit, June 15, 16, 17.”

I think you can begin to see the conclusion that your author is reaching already. In the advance bulletin for the 1944 convention, (it wasn't dated, but I assume it to be about April of 1944) the following article appeared, and I excerpt it for your perusal:


WELCOME CANADA

“With the chartering of the Windsor, Ontario, Canada Chapter, SPEBSQSA becomes an international organization. Detroit and the Oakland County chapters share equally the credit for this latest, and important, addition to our roster of chapters. With plans underway for several other Canadian chapters, it begins to look as though Owen Cash's brainchild knows no limits.”

Duane Mosier, who was the Pioneer District historian in 1970, indicated the same thing, although I suspect he was quoting the same article I referred to above. In the March-April 1972 issue of the Harmonizer, Carroll Adams published a column called “Reminiscing,” and in this article he reiterated that Windsor was sponsored by the Oakland County Chapter.


The issue probably will never be resolved, since most of the veteran barbershoppers of that era are no longer with us. However, since Carroll Adams was the national secretary at that time and Oakland County was his home chapter in 1944, your author feels that his word should be final. It may be that the Oakland County Chapter was the official sponsor, and that both chapters contributed substantially. Who knows? One thing is for sure—If anyone asks you who sponsored Windsor on March 24, 1944, you can answer safely with “Detroit-Oakland,” and you'll be right, since these two great chapters merged in 1986 and are now one chapter.
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The 1944 international contest and convention was held in Detroit June 15-17, and again the Michigan District can be extremely proud in that it provided the manpower and know-how to make this an outstanding contest. For the first time, the international office took over the planning and management of the big show and made it a financial success. Fifty-eight quartets competed of which 26 were from the Michigan District—amazing in and of itself. Michigan claimed the first International Quartet Championship when the HARMONY HALLS from Grand Rapids were crowned champions. (Up until this convention, quartet winners were proclaimed national champions, but with the Society becoming international upon the advent of the Windsor Chapter, they were now known as international champions.) The 15 finalist quartets included five of Michigan's finest; namely the AMBASSADORS of Detroit, the FOUR CONTINENTALS of Muskegon, the UNHEARD OF FOUR of Muskegon and the FOOD CITY FOUR of Battle Creek, in addition to the HARMONY HALLS.

PRIVATE 
ADVANCE \D 7.20
THE HARMONY HALLS — 1944 INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONS

ADVANCE \Y 316.80
L to R: Bob Hazenburg, lead; Ed Gaikema, tenor; Ray Hall, baritone, and Gordon Hall, bass.
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Michigan men elected to international offices at this convention included, as follows: Carroll Adams, executive secretary; W. Carleton Scott, master of ceremonies; Thurlo G. “Red” Masters and Edward D. Sperry, board of directors. First place Achievement Awards went to Muskegon in Population Group No. 2 and to Oakland County in Population Group No. 3. [There were four population groups at this time, arrived at by the total population of the city where the chapter is located. How things have changed!]

PRIVATE 
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The story behind the design of our Society Logo is quite interesting. Dick Sturgis, the official Harmonizer art editor at the time, gave this interpreta​tion of the development of the Logo in the March 1944 issue of the Harmonizer. “In the spring of 1942, Charles Cimerro, Atlanta Chapter member, suggested to me a design for a Society emblem, based on a barber pole, with a lyre in the background, and the Society's initials in a ribbon across both. In the fall of 1943, Joe Wolff, national board member, submitted a design showing a barber pole, superimposed on a lyre, all contained in a circle. Then I, Dick Sturgis, who never had an original idea in my life, in my best kleptomaniac manner, stole both ideas, combined them, and hornswoggled the National Board into accepting my design as a new lapel emblem.”

A somewhat different version appeared in Joe Wolff's reminiscences published in 1968, as follows: “As to our Society's emblem, I merely wish to say I designed it, showing a red and white striped barber pole interposed upon a gold lyre against a dark blue background. I forwarded it to Carroll Adams and he, in turn, referred it to the Board of Directors. The Board then asked Jim Sturgis [should have been Dick], the old time wood-shedder, to put a white band with SPEBSQSA on it and place it across the front of the design, and that was the end of it.”

Looking back on this whole scenario from an historian's vantage point, I think it can be safely said that the design of the logo was a joint venture, and that all participants can be designated co-designers. After all, who is around to dispute it?

PRIVATE 
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During the war years of 1942 through 1945, it must be pointed out that the quartets of the Michigan District performed virtually at the “drop of a hat” for the U.S.O. and the many veteran hospitals in the area; and they were well-liked by the many veterans for whom they sang. Dorothy D. W. Coolidge, who was in charge of the Entertainment Committee for the Detroit U.S.O. stated, “May I say in closing that I have heard barbershop quartets sing all my life in amateur and professional capacities. But I have never before heard the emotional quality the quartets produce when they sing for our armed forces. As the electric vibration is set up between audience and quartet, the performance of these singers often takes on a rare quality of sincerity and enthusiasm. ... it brings 20 to 500 service men and women as the audience may be whose hearts are warmed and whose spirits have been refreshed for a time just as have those of the men who have worked in the quartet. It can be a thrilling experience.” Once again, the district can be justly proud of our predecessors who did so much at a time when they were needed.
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At the midwinter meeting of the International Board on January 13, 1945, in Cleveland, it was unanimously voted to hold the international convention in Detroit. There was great concern as to whether a convention would be held at all because of the wartime restrictions on travel, but it was awarded to Detroit because of its past performance in 1944 and its central location. Apparently the War Committee on conventions relented and allowed the convention to be held, but wartime restrictions prohibited the traveling to Detroit for this event of anyone but the members of the twelve finalist quartets as chosen by the judges, from the four regional preliminaries held in New York City, Cleveland, Chicago, and Kansas City on May 17, 18, 19, and 20, 1945. Although announcement was made in each city, of the five top-ranking quartets in that particular preliminary, the twelve finalists were picked on an all-Society basis rather than through the naming of the top three in each sectional contest. 


The convention was held on June 14‑17, 1945. Michigan had qualified only three quartets for the finals, these being the PROGRESSIVES (Bennett, Restivo, McKerrell and Arnone), the GARDENAIRES (Danic, Rubert, Miller and Tubbs) and the CONTINENTALS of Muskegon (Freye, Bishop, Weaver and Peterson) which turned out to be our top performer with a fine third place medalist finish. Muskegon won first place in Group 2 and Oakland County first place in Group 3 in the Achievement Awards program of the Society for 1945.


Six Michigan men were elevated to the International Board of Directors, including G. Marvin Brower from Grand Rapids; Ray Hall from Grand Rapids (a special one-year term, stipulated by the revised by-laws, as a representative of the 1944 International Championship Quartet); C. W. Coye from Muskegon; Harvey S. Jacobs, Oakland County Chapter; B. F. “Monty” Marsden, Detroit and Guy Stoppert from Flint.


By 1945 the Michigan District, with Gordon Grant at the helm, Marv Brower as vice president, Harold Wright as secretary and Horace Conklin as treasurer, had increased its chapter count to 41 and was still growing. The district quartet contest was held in Flint on February 24, 1945, with 31 quartets competing. The GARDENAIRES from Rosedale Gardens, a community in Detroit that had a chapter for a short time, won the District quartet title. Lou Burke sang baritone in the original GARDENAIRES but Chick Miller succeeded him for the international contest. Second place went to the AMBASSADORS of Detroit and Oakland County, third to the PROGRESSIVE INDUSTRIES FOUR from Detroit and fourth to the CONTINENTALS, who improved fantastically to get a third place medal in the international contest a few months later.


The District meeting held at Lansing on July 14, 1945, was one of the most fruitful in Michigan history. A new and stronger constitution was drafted. The state was divided and each officer was given certain chapters to visit. At a follow-up meeting held in Detroit on October 20, 1945, the 48 members of the Board of Directors, representing the 48 chapters (we had grown) in Michigan, constitutional amendments were made to add all past state presidents to the Board as well as adding international officers and board members. The annual district contest was awarded to Saginaw and February 23, 1946, was set as the date.

