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PRIVATE 
1961tc  \l 2 "1961"PRIVATE 

PRIVATE 
The story behind the song “Sweetheart of Sigma Chi”tc  \l 3 "The story behind the song “Sweetheart of Sigma Chi”"

The Michigan Troubadour in its February‑March 1961 issue, featured an article written by Duane H. Mosier, who was then the district historian, about Dr. F. Dudleigh Vernor. The story was about the birth of a song. The song was “The Sweetheart of Sigma Chi,” written approximately 1911-1912 by Dr. Vernor, a native Detroiter, while a student at Albion College. He joined the Sigma Chi fraternity, and during his second year he formed a friendship with one of his fraternity brothers, Byron Stokes, who had a talent for writing both prose and poetry. One day Stokes had a dream about his ideal girl and struck off the words of the “Sweetheart” song. He handed the words to his musician friend. As Vernor related: “While practicing one day I put the words of the song before me and within an hour I had written down the melodic line of the song.


“It was sung around the local chapter for a while, even becoming known around the entire campus. So many people wanted copies of the song that my brother Dick arranged to have 500 copies printed which we sold for 25 cents per copy. Soon we found we were having the copies printed by the thousands. In time it got out of hand for us and we sold the song on a royalty basis to the Melrose Publishing Company of New York who have published the song ever since.” Dr. Vernor was the organist for the First Methodist Church in Jackson, Michigan, for twelve years, moving later to the Metropolitan Methodist Church in Detroit. Whenever boon-dogglers get together and harmonize on “The blue of her eyes and the gold of her hair,” they can give Dr. Vernor a silent `thank you' for giving to us barbershoppers a melodious song we like to sing.


At the Michigan District Board of Director's meeting held in Marshall on January 7, 1961, the district budget for 1961 was approved for $3200, based on an approximate district membership of 1700. The general fund was reported at $6,443.92 with a chorus and quartet travel fund of $696.21. These figures are offered only for comparison to today's budget, which runs in the neighborhood of approximately $11,000 with a membership of approximately 1350.


Many historic events took place worldwide in 1961. John F. Kennedy was inaugurated as our 35th President, Alan Shephard Jr. became the first American in space, and Gary Cooper died at the age of 60. In the Michigan District, the local chapters were all involved in producing their successful chapter shows with notable quartets from throughout the Society. The Boyne City Chapter was considering changing their “Bush League” contest format due to the increased number of entries. They were worried that the show would be overlong, and were considering holding an elimination contest in the afternoon. This is close to the format that they are using today, except that the contest is held in the afternoon and the top two quartets generally perform on their night show on the same day.

PRIVATE 
Roscoe Bennett resigns as Troubadour editortc  \l 3 "Roscoe Bennett resigns as Troubadour editor"

The resignation of Roscoe Bennett as the editor of the Michigan Troubadour after publishing the February‑March issue caused considerable consternation throughout the district. The search for a new editor was long and trying, and the loss of communication in the district during this period proved detrimental to district officers trying to explain some very extensive changes at the international level which affected district members and chapters. Finally, in November of 1961, James O. Davenport took over as the editor. He changed the format from a newspaper type layout to a magazine, publishing every month except during June and July. Roscoe had served the district well during his tenure as the editor of the Troubadour, probably (because he was a professional newspaper man) editing and publishing the most professional, newsy publication ever known in the Society. In fact, his prolific reporting of international items during the middle Fifties caused other districts to complain because they felt that the Troubadour was scooping the other district publications and even the Harmonizer on important changes at international. We are sure the proximity to the international headquarters which was located in Detroit at that time had a lot to do with this professional jealousy.


The reporting on the international preliminaries held in Muskegon April 28‑30, 1961, was very sparse due to the lack of a district publication. It was known that Rudy Hart, the international treasurer and famed director of the Michigan City, Indiana, chorus, was the master of ceremonies at the finals. The room rates announced by Chairman Halley Dion at the Occidental Hotel in Muskegon were listed as $4.75 to $6 for a single, $6.25 to $8.50 for a double, and $12.50 to $30 for suites. It's sometimes kind of interesting to compare these rates with today's rates.


We do know that the Michigan District qualified three quartets to compete in Philadelphia from that contest, those being the AUTO TOWNERS (Dominic Palmieri, tenor; Glenn Van Tassell, lead; Carl Dahlke, bass, and Clint Bostick, baritone); the AIRE-MALES (Dale Clixby, bari; Roger Craig, bass; Tom Pollard, lead, and Bill Wilcox, bass); and the CHORDUROYS (Bernie Smith, lead; Marv McClary, bass; John Wearing, tenor, and Mel Holderness, bari).


The Muskegon PORT CITY Chorus, under the direction of Al Burgess, was selected to represent the district in the chorus contest at Philadelphia. They ended up with a fine fourth place medal, the highest finish of any Michigan chorus in international chorus competition other than Grand Rapids's big win in 1953.


While the SUN TONES were declared the international quartet champi​ons in Philadelphia in 1961, the AUTO TOWNERS, representing the Michigan District, finished in a fine 16th place in their first international appearance. Our other two representatives, the AIRE-MALES and the CHORDUROYS, finished 27th and 41st, respectively.

PRIVATE 
Joe Jones keynote speaker at the Philadelphia international conventiontc  \l 3 "Joe Jones keynote speaker at the Philadelphia international convention"

The keynote speaker to the 23rd international convention was none other than Joe Jones, a long-time member who had an illustrious barbershop career which began in Detroit in the early days of radio at WAGM. There he was known as the “The Smiling Baritone.” Later he sang with the STROLLERS who became fixtures on an early radio show, “The Red Apple Club” on WCX. The STROLLERS were charter members of the Oakland County, Michigan Chapter. Jones served as president in 1943. He had competed in international contests through the years, finishing in the top 15 as bari of the AMBASSADORS in the 1944 contest in Detroit. In 1945 he helped Sigmund Spaeth and Geoffrey O'Hara organize the Manhattan, New York Chapter, serving as that chapter's president in 1950. He returned to Detroit in 1951. He was best known, perhaps, for his tireless efforts on behalf of the International Contest and Judging Committee, where he served several terms as chairman of this important Society committee.

PRIVATE 
Adoption of Long-Range Planning Committee plantc  \l 3 "Adoption of Long-Range Planning Committee plan"

The International Board made some news affecting the Society by adopting the report of the Long-Range Planning Committee. The committee, after many long and tedious hours of discussion, recommended the establishment of additional international staff members as follows: 1. A Coordinator of Musical Activities; 2. A Society Events Manager; and, 3. A Harmonizer and Public Relations Director. In addition to the above, it was felt that one field man should be assigned to a specified district as a full-time qualified administrator (as a pilot project) to be responsible for promoting sound, efficient administrative and operating practices at these levels. To finance all of the above, it was necessary to raise international dues from $5.50 to $8.25, stirring such a ruckus among many Michigan District members at that time, to no avail, of course.

PRIVATE 
Jackson hosted October fall conventiontc  \l 3 "Jackson hosted October fall convention"

The fall convention was held in Jackson, Michigan, on October 6‑8, 1961. In the district quartet contest, the AUTO TOWNERS from the Detroit and Dearborn Chapters were declared the district quartet champions for 1962. Second place went to the CURBSTONE SERENADERS from Oakland County and Pontiac. Other quartets competing included the STATELINERS from Niles‑Buchanan in third, the CHORDUROYS from Oakland County fourth. The INSOMNIACS from South Haven were declared the junior champions with the VOCAL CHORDERS from Windsor winning the novice crown.


In the chorus international preliminary contest, the Niles‑Buchanan GATEWAY Chorus, under the direction of Barden Borst, was selected to represent the district at the 1962 contest to be held in Kansas City, Missouri. At this same contest, the Detroit MOTOR CITY Chorus was declared the Michigan District champions. Second place went to the Muskegon PORT CITY Chorus, third to the Dearborn CHORD-O-MATICS, and the Kalamazoo MALL CITY Chorus winning the junior championship.


At the annual House of Delegates meeting held on Sunday morning, October 8, 1961, 1962 officers elected included William Hansen, president, Duncan Hannah, E.A. VandeZande, Al Burgess, and Bob Tracy, zone vice presidents, John Klaiber, treasurer, and Lou Harrington, secretary. Chase Sanborn, of the Pontiac Chapter, assumed the international board member position for 1962 after having been elected at the International Board meeting held in Philadelphia.

PRIVATE 
First Annual Harmony Education Program Summer School heldtc  \l 3 "First Annual Harmony Education Program Summer School held"

One event that occurred which bears mentioning here was the First Annual Harmony Education Program Summer School which was held at St. Mary's College in Winona, Minnesota, August 24‑27, 1961. This first HEP school, attended by many Michigan members, was headed by Rudy Hart, and included a faculty of such Society greats as Bob Johnson, Bill Diekema, Maurice “Molly” Regan, John Peterson, and Joe and Paul Schmitt (of the SCHMITT BROTHERS quartet). This HEP school was actually the forerunner of our Harmony College which is held today so successfully in St. Joseph, Missouri, at Western Missouri State College. It also spawned the idea for Michigan's first mini‑HEP school which started in 1962.


Despite that fact that the Berlin Wall was erected that year between East and West Berlin, and Chubby Checkers had introduced the “Twist” to the American dance scene, barbershopping continued to grow and prosper in Michigan during 1961.


PRIVATE 
1962tc  \l 2 "1962"
PRIVATE 
Our image enhancestc  \l 3 "Our image enhances"

The newly elected executive officers of the district held their first board meeting at Marshall, Michigan, on Saturday, January 13, 1962. In addition to the normal business, two items were discussed at length. The first item involved the necessity of extensive public relations efforts in the district. It was felt that most of the public relations efforts in the past had not been satisfactory mainly because they concentrated on trivia, special events, single quartets and choruses, contests, and the like, while the overall image of the Society and what it actually is had been overlooked.


“There are many who still believe,” said one director, “we are a howling foursome around a lamp pole at midnight and most certainly we are not that.” Vice President Al Burgess of Muskegon told the group he had been working up a 40‑minute lecture complete with slides and demonstrations that he will give from time to time to such male gatherings as Rotary Clubs, Exchange Clubs, church male clubs, and similar groups that invite him. Burgess said he planned the lecture to show his listeners, no matter who they are, that barbershopping is a hobby and an avocation for men and one that can make a man's life fuller and richer. Steps were taken by the Executive Board to set up instruction schools for chapter presidents and secretaries. The schools were to be four in number, one for each zone and directed by the zonal vice presidents. It is interesting to note at this juncture that public relations even at this stage of the development of the Society was becoming increasingly important to the leaders of our district. At this writing in 1991, the Society has embarked upon a new emphasis on the public relations aspect of our Society with the advent of chapter public relations officers being added to chapter Boards, the establishment of district public relations officers, and programs designed to elicit a better and more complete public image of what we are and where we are going.


The second item discussed at the meeting involved the financial crisis rapidly developing in the district. It was apparent that the district expenses were running ahead of income. The gloomy discussion that followed indicated that a district dues increase was imminent, and President Hansen indicated that he wanted thorough discussion of it at the chapter level and then worked out and voted at the next House of Delegates meeting.


Two chapters in the district decided to purchase homes of their own during this period. The Hudson Chapter purchased an abandoned railroad station. They obtained a lease and by inaugurating a fix‑up program they have a hall for which they can be proud. The Fruit Belt Chapter conceived and built a 98' x 70' structure with a minimum of cost and a maximum of effort. The February, 1962, issue of the Troubadour featured an article on their experiences in building this fine Chorditorium, as they subsequently named it.

PRIVATE 
District faces financial problemstc  \l 3 "District faces financial problems"

The spring convention was held on April 27‑29, 1962, at Benton Harbor, Michigan. The Fruit Belt Chapter hosted the convention, and the House of Delegates meeting was held at their new Chorditorium, after properly dedicating the structure. The discussion of finances was explored extensively at this meeting with particular reference to the financing of the Troubadour. Because the district had not established a per capita membership dues structure, revenues were obtained through sanction fees assessed to each chapter. The rebates to the district of $1 per member from the international office had been discontinued earlier, and this further added to the financial woes of the district.


In explaining the Troubadour cost situation, Editor Jim Davenport reported that only 65 percent of the district chapters were contributing to the fund, thus causing a shortfall. Editor Davenport reported in detail on the costs of the publication, which averaged $362 per issue, or in excess of $3600 per year for the ten issues published. The resulting action by the House was to pass a motion to the effect that the district secretary was to refuse clearance of parade and show dates to any chapter which was delinquent in the payment of its sanction fee.


Nine quartets vied for the right to represent the district at the upcoming international quartet contest, with the AUTO TOWNERS, the AIRE-MALES, and the CURBSTONE SERENADERS (Tom Rafferty, bari; Cliff Douglas, bass; Ed Lilly, lead, and Bob Marshall, tenor) selected. The STATELINERS from the Niles‑Buchanan Chapter were selected as the alternate quartet. Five choruses competed in the district chorus contest, with the Benton Harbor FRUIT BELT Chorus, under the direction of Bill Hansen, winning the 1962 district chorus championship. The Kalamazoo MALL CITY Chorus, directed by Richard Peterson, was declared the Michigan District junior chorus champion, and third place went to the Holland WINDMILL Chorus under the direction of Mike Lucas.


Boyne City's “Bush League” contest on May 12, 1962, was won by the FOUR-FITS (Marv Burke, bass; Russ Seely, lead; Ray McCalpin, bari; John Prost, tenor) of the Grosse Pointe Chapter, and the STATION-AIRES of the Hudson Chapter placed second from a field of thirteen entries in a keen competition. Headlining the evening program were the CRACKER JILLS, who were past international champions of the Sweet Adelines, and the INCIDENTALS, who won the Bush League championship the year before.


The District Executive Board met in Lansing on May 20, 1962. President Hansen announced he had received a letter of resignation from Zone 1 Vice President Duncan Hannah (of CLEF DWELLER fame), due to business demands. In subsequent action by the Board, Eric Schultz from the Dearborn Chapter was appointed the new Division I Vice President. Roger Craig reported that attempts at reviving the district show at the Michigan State Fair, which was so successful in 1961, were running into problems due to a change in the state fair administra​tive leaders. Letters were written to the Governor and his executive secretary without much results. Secretary Harrington reported that in his discussions with several state and other fair officials he was advised that county fairs usually book their talent in January of each year at the annual Michigan County Fair Conven​tion in Detroit. A motion was made that the District Show Committee prepare and make a presentation at their next convention.


During 1962, Bill Rowell, the district public relations officer from the Detroit Chapter, was publishing a regular article in the Troubadour reporting on successful PR events throughout the district. The increased emphasis on PR was certainly apparent and successful in the chapters, judging from the tenor of his articles.

PRIVATE 
Harmony education program expandedtc  \l 3 "Harmony education program expanded"

On the international scene, Director of Musical Education Bob Johnson answered the challenge of expanding the Harmony Education Program School, which was so successful in Winona, Minnesota, in 1961, to five sites for 1962, using the same faculty on different dates. Sites selected included Berkeley, California; Fort Worth, Texas; Winona, Minnesota; Niagara Falls, New York, and Reading, Pennsylvania. The basis for establishing the curriculum was built around the following concept: the quartet, the chorus, the music we sing, how we present it to the public, and the reason for being a barbershopper. In order to be able to reach barbershoppers at all levels, advanced classes as well as basic courses were scheduled.

PRIVATE 
AUTO TOWNERS break into top tentc  \l 3 "AUTO TOWNERS break into top ten"

Kansas City was the site of the 24th annual convention June 21‑24, 1962. Forty-five quartets vied for the gold, with the GALA LADS from Alhambra, California, taking it all. Michigan's representatives fared very well, with the AUTO TOWNERS from the Dearborn Chapter breaking into the top ten with a fine ninth place finish. The AIR‑MALES from the Wayne and Dearborn Chapter finished as semi-finalists in 19th position, with the CURBSTONE SERENADERS from the Oakland County Chapter ending up in 37th position. In the chorus competition, Director Barden Borst led the Niles‑Buchanan GATEWAY Chorus to an eighth place finish behind the first place finish of the Louisville THOR​OUGHBRED Chorus, which was Louisville's first win in international competi​tion. [They were to repeat this fete six more times up until this printing in 1990.] It was apparent that the Michigan District was beginning once again to gain prominence in the barbershop world.


Michigan chapters were very busy during the summer of 1962. The Lansing Chapter began what was to be one of the most enjoyable meetings for many years to come. It was their annual “Fish Fry” chorus, quartet, and gang‑singing meeting held at the Ingham County Conservation League Hall, with chapters from throughout the entire district attending. In the Detroit area, the local chapters all had established Friday night meetings, and one could barbershop every Friday night somewhere in the area. These meetings featured woodshedding and quartet singing galore, and one attending would get a chance to sing with barbershoppers from all the other chapters in the area. In fact, one would probably see many of the same fellows at every chapter's meeting, rotating every Friday night. It was a tradition which lasted throughout the Sixties and the Seventies, but unfortunately died out in the Eighties in most instances. A good example of the type of meetings held during this era (and which still continues today) was the Pontiac Woodshed contest. This contest was started in 1957 by John Beaudin and Bill Pascher who together created the concept of quartets competing without pre‑arranged numbers and without prior knowledge of song selection. The Carroll P. Adams Memorial Trophy was designed and built by Pascher to be awarded to the chapter with the highest percentage of its members participating, and is now the oldest revolving trophy in the Society. A separate medal, the Pontiac Woodshed Lapel Award, is given to each member of the winning quartet.


In August of 1962 the entire district was saddened with the loss of one of its staunchest barbershoppers, Howard Tubbs. Howard had been a charter member of the Detroit #1 Chapter and was well known over the years throughout the international and Michigan District levels. He had served in most of the offices of the Detroit Chapter including president, had served on numerous committees for his chapter and the district, served on the International Board, was a certified judge in voice expression, and in 1951‑52, he was the Michigan District president. Howard had coached numerous quartets over the years, and sang in some very fine quartets, beginning as early as 1940 with the AMERICAN LEGION FOUR. This quartet was followed by his participation in the GARDENAIRES quartet which finished in international competition six times as a finalist and in 1949 as a runner‑up at Buffalo in the finals. In later years he sang with the HOBBY CHORDS and the TUNE GRINDERS.

PRIVATE 
District name change suggestedtc  \l 3 "District name change suggested"

One interesting note was a comment by then District President Bill Hansen concerning the use of the name “Pioneer District” when referring to our district. It surfaced when Troubadour Editor Jim Davenport added the name to the masthead of the Troubadour. It was originated by Roscoe Bennett in the March issue of 1954, and it had been a regular part of the old Troub. Bill suggested that we consider the possibility of adopting this “label” as the official name for our district.


Plans for the annual fall convention were well underway when it was announced that International President Lou Laurel would make the key-note address to the convention, in addition to the introduction of a proposal to enact a $4 per‑capita annual district dues for the first time in the district history.

PRIVATE 
Cleary Auditorium in Windsor site of '62 fall con​teststc  \l 3 "Cleary Auditorium in Windsor site of '62 fall con​tests"

The Michigan District fall convention was held in Windsor on October 5‑6, 1962, with the quartet and chorus contests taking place at Cleary Auditorium. A capacity crowd was on hand to hear and watch the CURBSTONE SERENAD​ERS from the Oakland County and Pontiac Chapters (Bob Marshall, tenor; Ed Lilly, lead; Tom Rafferty, baritone, and Cliff Douglas, bass) take the marbles as the new district quartet champions from a field of fifteen quartets. Second place went to the NOTERIES (Al Rehkop, tenor; Bernie Smith, lead; Gordon Limberg, bari, and John Zinnikas, bass) from the Dearborn, Oakland County and Wayne Chapters. The INSOMNIACS (Dick Kelly, tenor; Dick Burrows, lead; Roger Valentine, bari, and Harlan Quinn, bass) from the Blue Water‑South Haven Chapter were third followed by the FOUR-FITS (John Prost, tenor; Russ Seely, lead; Ray McCalpin, bari, and Marv Burke, bass) from the Grosse Pointe Chapter, in fourth place. Muskegon's OCCASIONAL FOUR (Bill Wickstrom, tenor; Fred Kendall, lead; Webb Scrivnor, bari, and Alvin Martin, bass) were declared the novice champions with the FOUR-FITS winning the junior champion award.


Twelve choruses competed in the international chorus preliminaries with the Dearborn CHORD-O-MATIC Chorus under the direction of Roger Craig winning the right to represent the district at the international contest in Toronto in 1963. Muskegon's PORT CITY Chorus was declared the alternate chorus to Toronto.


A meeting of the Michigan District House of Delegates was held at the Prince Edward Hotel on Sunday morning, October 7, 1962. Important business transacted included the all important per-capita dues assessment of $4 per member which passed by a vote of 32 to 9 after some heated discussions. The nominees for the 1963 district offices were announced and elected with a unanimous ballot. Those elected included William Hansen, president; Al Burgess, Eric Schultz, Robert Tracy, and E.A. VandeZande, vice presidents; Louis Harrington, secretary, and John Klaiber, treasurer.

PRIVATE 
District HEP school launchedtc  \l 3 "District HEP school launched"

A district HEP school was held in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, on November 24, 1962, and featured a talented faculty including Bob Johnson, Bob Tracy, Al Burgess, Roger Craig, Dick Peterson, Loton Willson, and Lou Harrington. The school listed three courses, those being Chapter Officer Training, Chorus Directors, and Quartet Promotions and Coaching. This event signaled the introduction of our present day HEP Schools and Chapter Officer Training Schools. It was due to the hard work of Bob Tracy, who, to this day, has been very instrumental in promoting barbershopping in the northern parts of our district.


PRIVATE 
1963tc  \l 2 "1963"
PRIVATE 
District Long-Range Planning Committee estab​lishedtc  \l 3 "District Long-Range Planning Committee estab​lished"

The year 1963 started with a bang when President Bill Hansen announced to the district the establishment of a Long‑Range Planning Committee within the Michigan District. The committee was charged with the responsibility of providing proposals which would enhance the district's future. Duane Mosier, long-time barbershopper and historian from the Northwest Detroit Chapter, was appointed chairman of this very important committee.

PRIVATE 
HEP schools off and runningtc  \l 3 "HEP schools off and running"

The Harmony Education Program was off and running in the Michigan District during the first part of 1963, with two schools scheduled as a continuation of the program begun earlier at Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. The first school was scheduled for Grand Rapids on February 23, 1963, with Dick Peterson as chairman; and the second was held in Wayne, Michigan, on March 16, 1963. While the exact course schedule varied somewhat from school to school, as did the faculty, the schools were very similar in teaching basic and advanced music and administrative courses. While the attendance at the schools was not quite up to expectations, it was reported the enthusiasm was rampant!


Burt Szabo of the Lansing Chapter (now on the international music staff) was the general chairman for the district convention held in Lansing May 3‑5, 1963. The convention featured ten quartets in the international preliminary quartet contest and eight choruses vying for the district chorus crown.

PRIVATE 
Three quartets qualify in Lansing preliminariestc  \l 3 "Three quartets qualify in Lansing preliminaries"

The Michigan District was eligible to qualify three quartets for the big international quartet contest based on membership at the end of February. Winning the right to represent the district at Toronto were the AUTO TOWNERS from Dearborn Chapter, the AIRE-MALES from the Dearborn and Wayne Chapters, and the NOTERIES, also from the Dearborn and Wayne Chapters. In the district chorus competition, the Holland WINDMILL Chorus under the direction of Mike Lucas was declared the new Michigan District chorus champions, with the Windsor SUN PARLOUR Chorus under the direction of Gordon Laing being declared the junior chorus champions.


At the House of Delegates meeting held in conjunction with the contests, the subject of changing the name of the district was again brought to the floor. A motion was made that the Constitution and Bylaws of the Michigan District be amended so as to change the name of this organization, said change to be effective not later than January 1, 1964. A number of names were proposed, but after considerable discussion on the relative merits of the various suggested names, a motion was made and passed that the matter be tabled for consideration at the fall district meeting. At the executive board meeting held prior to the delegate's meeting, a motion was made and passed unanimously that each of the competing quartets be granted $150 and that the chorus be granted $1,050 for travel to the 1963 international convention in Toronto. This was a fair amount of money in those days.

PRIVATE 
Executive Director Bob Hafer resignstc  \l 3 "Executive Director Bob Hafer resigns"

The resignation of International Executive Director Bob Hafer on November 29, 1962, was accepted with regret by the Executive Board. Bob had become very prominent in the Detroit area after he joined the headquarters staff in Detroit in September of 1949. He served as associate international secretary for four years under Past International Secretary, Carroll P. Adams, who retired due to ill health, in 1953. At the International Board meeting held in Kenosha at Harmony Hall on January 25, 1963, the Board voted to have the Selection Committee present four names of selected applicants to the Board for consider​ation at the July 1963 meeting at Toronto.

PRIVATE 
District only qualifies two quartets for Internationaltc  \l 3 "District only qualifies two quartets for International"

Even though it was announced at the preliminaries in Lansing that the Michigan District would have three quartet representatives at the international contest, a re‑determination of quartet quotas for all districts was held at international headquarters on May 6, 1963. On the basis of per‑capita dues remitted to headquarters by the close of business May 5, 1963, it was determined that the district could only qualify two quartets for Toronto. The AIRE-MALES were informed that they could not compete. This discrepancy was caused because many of the district chapters failed to remit their per‑capita dues to International as required. Actually, the district had a decline in district membership from 1571 on December 31, 1962 to 1249 on February 28, 1963, a loss of 222 members. At the time and still true today, members dues were collected by each chapter and forwarded to the international headquarters, and the negligence of some chapters to renew their members caused the loss of a competing quartet.


Despite the setback, both Michigan District quartets represented the district well in the international quartet contest. The AUTO TOWNERS moved up one position from the previous year to eighth place, with the NOTERIES finishing in 34th position. In the international chorus competition, the Dearborn Chapter CHORD-ACHORIC Chorus, under the direction of Roger Craig, ended up in tenth place out of the 15 competing.


At the International Board meeting held in conjunction with the Toronto convention on July 4‑5, 1963, Barrie Best was selected as the new international executive secretary replacing Bob Hafer. Dan Waselchuk from Green Bay, Wisconsin, was elected to be the new international president for 1964, and Bill Hansen was elected to the International Board representing Michigan for the term beginning January 1, 1964. In another move, it was announced that Hugh Ingraham would move to Harmony Hall to take over the reins of the Public Relations program. He had been the Society's administrative field representative in the Johnny Appleseed District. Hugh filled the position vacated by Curt Hockett who had resigned on May 29, 1963.

PRIVATE 
Two new contests spice up district conven​tiontc  \l 3 "Two new contests spice up district conven​tion"

Plans for the Michigan District fall convention scheduled for October 11‑12, 1963, were laid out early by the Holland Convention Chairman Jack Oonk. Two new contests were added. The “Never Won Nothin' Quartet” contest was added and included in the regular Saturday morning quartet preliminaries. This contest was added to give all the quartets in the district, who ordinarily do not compete, a chance for the honor of being named “champs” in the field they know best, that of audience entertainment. The second contest to be included with the Friday night show was the “Seniors Quartet” contest. This contest was set up for members 50 years of age or older, and was intended to allow the older members of the district a chance to compete against each other in a “fun” contest. To ensure them a “full house” to perform before, the BUFFALO BILLS were booked to headline the show.


The planning and the promotion of this convention was high geared, and it was called the “Little International,” because besides the BUFFALO BILLS mentioned earlier, they had also booked the SCHMITT BROTHERS (1951 champs) and the then current international champion quartet, the TOWN AND COUNTRY FOUR. Sixteen quartets vied for the Michigan District quartet championship with the NOTERIES from Dearborn and Wayne Chapters taking the crown, followed closely by the FOUR-FITS from the Grosse Pointe Chapter in second, and the WONDERLADS from the Utica-Rochester and Oakland County Chapters finishing third. The AIRE-KNIGHTS from the Windsor Chapter were declared the District junior champs and the SPARTANS from Oakland County, novice champs. In the chorus competition with 12 choruses competing, the Muskegon PORT CITY Chorus under Al Burgess once again reigned supreme and won the honor to represent the district at the international contest in San Antonio the following year. The Holland WINDMILL Chorus finished second.

PRIVATE 
District name change proposed againtc  \l 3 "District name change proposed again"

The Michigan District House of Delegates meeting, held in conjunction with the convention, was lively with the major consideration surrounding the changing of the name of the district. Discussion was limited for the first ballot which resulted in the following proposed names: Michigan 14, Paul Bunyan 11, Great Lakes 10, Michigan‑Pioneer 2, Pioneer 2, and Michigan‑Windsor‑Soo 1. In view of the results and the motion adopted by the House of Delegates eliminating any discussion, the chair immediately called for a second ballot on the top two names which resulted in Michigan receiving 29 and Paul Bunyan 11. Clarence Jalving then gave the report of the Nominating Committee as follows: President Al Burgess; Vice President Zone I Eric Schultz; V.P. Zone II Charles Sherwood; V.P. Zone III Bart Tillitt; V.P. Zone IV Clifford McLean; Treasurer John W. Klaiber; and Secretary Louis R. Harrington. After closing the nominations, the slate was elected unanimously.

PRIVATE 
Long-Range Planning Committee presents reporttc  \l 3 "Long-Range Planning Committee presents report"

The Long-Range Planning Committee which was established earlier and chaired by Duane Mosier, made its first report to the district. The committee consisted of Chase Sanborn, Clarence Jalving, Mark Roberts, Al Burgess, Tom Pollard, Roscoe D. Bennett, William Favinger, Eric Schultz, Louis R. Harrington, James O. Davenport, and Theodore Verway. It can be seen there were many district heavyweights on the committee, and we find it interesting to digress somewhat on this report in the light of today's developments and some of the recommendations of the recent International FUTURE II (1987‑1988) Committee reports. The following are the committee recommendations:

    1)
It was felt that first and foremost to improve lagging interest and chapter membership decline there is and must be better chapter leadership and program​ming. To that end the committee recommends that soon after election of chapter officers, but not later than December 15, the District Board should call a meeting of all chapter presidents and secretaries and area counselors, in joint meeting with the District Board, together with an international representative, for a two-day session where the duties of the respective officers and counselors are laid out. Attendance at this meeting was mandatory. After this meeting, the committee recommended quarterly zonal meetings to be called by each of the zone vice presidents to check results and discuss further problems.

    2)
The committee recommended that a Standing Committee of experienced barbershoppers be appointed by the district president to assist local chapters in setting up programs of interest by way of help and suggestion after careful study either as to originality or by adoption of successful programs used by other chapters.

    3)
It was felt that the office of area counselor had fallen into considerable disrepute in the district, and there was a feeling among many that the office should be abolished, and in its place a part-time field man should be employed to function in place of area counselors. The question of expense ruled out this possible alternative. It was finally considered that all area counselors be required to attend at least two district board meetings during the year to make reports and receive such instructions as the Board may have to offer.

    4)
There was a strong feeling that the minimum of 25 members to form and maintain a chapter is too high, and that a letter of protest should be forwarded to the international to reduce the minimum to a more reasonable number. [This was successfully reduced to 12 in 1989.]

    5)
If we are to succeed musically, the committee feels it is essential that adequate training must be furnished our quartets and chorus directors in the elements necessary for successful competition. To help in this area, the committee recommends that the District Board set up and promulgate schools of musical education under the direction of one of the many capable international musical leaders. [A forerunner of our present mini-HEPS?].

    6)
Because of the lack in the district of certified contest judges, the committee recommended the appointment by the district president of a committee to work with the District Associate Chairman of the Contest and Judging Committee to seek out candidates and assist in training them.


PRIVATE 
1964tc  \l 2 "1964"
PRIVATE 
The year the Institute of Logopedics was adoptedtc  \l 3 "The year the Institute of Logopedics was adopted"

The midwinter meeting of the International Board was held at Harmony Hall in Kenosha on January 23-26, 1964, under the guidance of newly elected Internation​al President Dan Waselchuk. A few of the important decisions decided by the Board at this meeting affecting the Michigan District involved the raising of the minimum membership requirements for both licensing and chartering to 20 members to license and 35 members to charter. The minimum membership to retain a charter remained at 25. This particular move was completely contrary to the thinking of the leaders in the Michigan District. In other actions, the resignation of Mark Roberts as secretary-treasurer of the Harmony Foundation occasioned the election of Past International President Clarence Jalving to fill his unexpired term.


Waselchuk's motto for 1964 was “Service.” In line with this he appointed a special “Service Projects Committee” under the chairmanship of First Inter​national Vice President Al Smith. Smith, along with Lou Laurel, O.H. King Cole and Rupert Hall worked diligently on their assignment and presented their findings at the convention. At the San Antonio convention in June of 1964, the Inter​national Board warmly received and adopted the Institute of Logopedics as a Society-wide service project. As President Waselchuk so eloquently stated, “The slogan `We sing...that they shall speak' correctly implies that we are a musical organization. However, in addition to the obligation to ourselves and to our public to produce the finest close harmony possible, we'll now also be obligated to the thousands of children we will be helping to gain the priceless power of speech.”

PRIVATE 
New Troubadour editor announcedtc  \l 3 "New Troubadour editor announced"

Beginning in 1964, Jack Oonk was appointed as the new editor of the Troubadour, replacing Jim Davenport who had been the editor from November of 1961 until December of 1963. The Troubadour at that time was being published ten times per year, and it was a major undertaking.

PRIVATE 
District experienced financial woes early in 1964tc  \l 3 "District experienced financial woes early in 1964"

The district treasury was having difficulty at the time collecting the per-capita dues from the chapters. Jack Klaiber, the long-time district treasurer, reported chapters were not remitting their annual dues based on their membership. At that time, chapters remitted dues directly to the district treasurer ($4 per member). Contributing to the problem was the fact that the district membership fell from 1571 members on December 31, 1963, to 1279 members on February 28, 1964. This alone left the district treasury $1,116 short of its anticipated income. Fortunately for the district this situation was short-lived, as late renewals and remittances improved greatly by April when the membership total grew to 1624 members. It is interesting to note that the Troubadour expenses were running about $3400 for the year for ten issues compared to today's budget of about $4500 for six issues.

PRIVATE 
Waselchuk and FOUR-MORE quartet featured at regional May 8-10 at Windsortc  \l 3 "Waselchuk and FOUR-MORE quartet featured at regional May 8-10 at Windsor"

International President Dan Waselchuk was the official international representa​tive to the spring regional convention, and the FOUR-MORE quartet from Madison, Wisconsin, one of the most entertaining Society quartets of the era, was the headliner quartet. It was not unusual at the time to feature top-notch Society quartets to entertain at our conventions.


Because of their membership status, Michigan was allocated three quartets to the international contest in San Antonio that year. Winning the right to represent the district were the AUTO TOWNERS (Bostick, Dahlke, Van Tassell, Palmieri), the TREBLE SHOOTERS (Whitledge, Boint, Winters, Jorgensen), and the FOUR-FITS (R. Seely, Burke, McCalpin, Wearing).


The Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus, with Dale Clixby as director, won the district chorus championship. Actually, the chorus contest ended up in a tie between the Wayne and Detroit chorus at 712 points, with the nod going to Wayne based on their harmony accuracy score which was one point higher than Detroit. Eight choruses competed with both Kalamazoo and Utica-Rochester being disqualified for an insufficient number of contestants on stage. Third place went to Windsor, followed by Oakland County, Grosse Pointe, and Greenville.


At the convention, Chuck Sherwood of the Jackson Chapter was named the Area Counselor of the Year for 1963.

PRIVATE 
A John Hill arrangementtc  \l 3 "A John Hill arrangement"

The song of the year for 1964 was “The Charm of Erin” which was composed and arranged by John Hill of the Lansing Chapter, who was featured in the May 1964 Troubadour. John was responsible for the “Song of the Year” idea in 1954, and was the composer and arranger of many popular barbershop songs, including “Son of the Sea,” “Rose on Your Cheek,” “All Dressed Up With a Broken Heart,” “Mammy,” and one of the most popular “Cruisin' in My Model T.”


During the early 1950's, John was very active in the Society, especially with the Contest and Judging Committee in which he was certified to judge in all five categories. It was John's influence which led to the standard five-man judging panel used throughout the Society at the time. He was also a member of the College of Arrangers and the International Song Arrangements Committee. He helped to produce the “Songs for Men” series of song books.


On April 24, 1964, the annual Boyne City “Bush League” quartet contest found the DELTA AIRES being crowned the 1964 Bush League champions over a fine field of nine quartets. Members of the quartet included Herb Benjamin, Doug Beaver, Len Johnson, and Bill Grumbley. The TREBLE SHOOTERS finished second followed by the OCCASIONAL FOUR. Chase Sanborn was crowned the Bush League King for 1964. The event was well attended, and the audience enjoyed the show thoroughly. Loton Willson was extremely proud of the tradition in which he had played such a great part in instituting and organizing the event over the years.

PRIVATE 
Auto Towners move into prominencetc  \l 3 "Auto Towners move into prominence"

In 1964 the BEATLES invaded America, and the ROLLING STONES invaded the Ed Sullivan show, and the AUTO TOWNERS invaded the San Antonio international quartet contest. They proved to be the Michigan District bright spot by singing their way to sixth place, the highest any quartet from Michigan had placed for many years. The TREBLE SHOOTERS gained a 35th place finish and the FOUR-FITS were 41st out of a field of 45.


The Muskegon PORT CITY chorus ended up in 14th place out of a field of 15. As director Al Burgess lamented, “the Muskegon chorus never, and I mean never, has sung a better job.” Al further stated the competition was just too tough. The Michigan District was well represented on the judging panel, with O. B. Falls (district contest and judging chairman) and Burt Szabo (now a member of the international staff) adjudicating the contests.

PRIVATE 
Fall senior quartet contest on taptc  \l 3 "Fall senior quartet contest on tap"

During the summer, plans were laid for the second senior quartet contest. The first having been held in Holland the previous year had met with mediocre success. In 1964 the contest, with Past President Bill Hansen at the throttle, promised to be a more exciting contest with more entries. The rules established at the time, stated: (1) All contestants must be 45 years of age; (2) Each quartet will sing two songs, and (3) The presentation must take at least four minutes and not over six minutes; (4) Quartets will be judged solely on the basis of Arrangement, Balance and Blend, Harmony Accuracy, and Voice Expression; (5) Uni​forms were not required, however, quartets were expected to adopt a uniform mode of dress—comical dress accepted.

PRIVATE 
We listened to barbershop on radiotc  \l 3 "We listened to barbershop on radio"

One of the favorite listening spots on radio on Saturday night in the Detroit area was station CBE-1550, from Windsor, Ontario. Paul Eberwein, a member of the Windsor Chapter, was the disc jockey which featured a thirty-minute barbershop program of quartets and choruses. It proved quite popular in the area.


At the Michigan District Board of Director's meeting held at the Beacon Hotel in Grand Haven on July 24, 1964, various matters of concern were expressed, chief of which was the matter concerning the difficulty of many chapters to maintain the required twenty-five minimum membership requirement.

PRIVATE 
Fall convention highlightstc  \l 3 "Fall convention highlights"

The annual meeting of the Michigan District House of Delegates was held on Friday evening, September 25, 1964, at the Hotel Hayes, Jackson, Michigan. Two proposals were introduced to amend the district by-laws. The first was a proposal by the Dearborn Chapter to provide for an additional district vice president to be designated as first vice president. The second, received from the Lansing Chapter, requested that the district sanction fee of 5 percent on gross ticket sales be eliminated and replaced by a sanction fee based on the net earnings of the show and that a new percentage be fixed at 15 percent of the show's net earnings. After considerable discussion, both motions were defeated.


Attending the meeting were International Executive Director Barrie Best and Field Representative Chet Fox who informed the delegates of the progress of the Society's project, the Institute of Logopedics, and showed them a film acquainting them with the Institute's activities. The Achievement Award Committee, headed up by Ernest Dossin, presented the Gold Division Plaque to the Dearborn Chapter and the Silver Award Plaque to the Wayne Chapter.


The election of officers found Al Burgess returning for another term as district president, Mike Mudgett as Zone 1 vice president, Charles Sherwood, Zone 2, Bart Tillitt, Zone 3, and Bob Tracy, Zone 4. R. J. Mike Schied of Flint replaced John W. Klaiber as district treasurer. Klaiber had been the treasurer for ten years, and had done an outstanding job. Lou Harrington remained as the district secretary, and Bill Hansen remained as immediate past president and international board member.

PRIVATE 
TREBLE SHOOTERS and the MOTOR CITY Chorus win fall contesttc  \l 3 "TREBLE SHOOTERS and the MOTOR CITY Chorus win fall contest"

The TREBLE SHOOTERS (Bob Mulligan, tenor; Bob Winters, lead; Cliff Jorgensen, bari, and Bob Whitledge, bass) from the Detroit Chapter, captured the district championship, outscoring ten other quartets to take the crown. In second place were the DELTA AIRES from Flint followed by the FOUR-FITS from the Grosse Pointe Chapter in third. The Michigan junior championship was won by the E'SPRIT de CHORDS from the Utica-Rochester Chapter, and the Novice Award went to the NOTE ABLE FOUR from the Jackson Chapter.


In the fall of 1963, the first seniors quartet contest was held in conjunc​tion with the convention. Only two quartets vied for the contest with the STILL TRYIN' FOUR from Muskegon being declared the winner. In the fall of 1964, a foursome of “old timers” from the Grosse Pointe Chapter called the 19TH CENTURY FOUR (Art Dupius, lead; Joe Troe, baritone; Meinrad Braun, tenor, and Ben Landino, bass) gave the Friday night audience a treat as they walked off with the championship. The Grand Rapids Chapter PRESIDENTS came in second, while the STILL TRYIN' FOUR from Muskegon came in third.


In the chorus contest, the Detroit #1 MOTOR CITY Chorus with 38 voices under the direction of Bill Butler walked off with all the marbles. Holland was second followed by Wayne, Dearborn, Oakland County, Greenville, Jackson, and Monroe, respectively. As a result, the MOTOR CITY Chorus won the right to represent the Michigan District at the international chorus contest in Boston in 1965.

PRIVATE 
Harrisville Labor Day Weekend begins to attract attention of barbershopperstc  \l 3 "Harrisville Labor Day Weekend begins to attract attention of barbershoppers"

Although the exact history of the beginning of the annual Labor Day camp-out at Harrisville State Park is not known, we do know that Tom Pollard and John Smith of the Wayne Chapter were partly responsible as they both had summer cottages in the area. It is also known that the FOUR-FITS from the Grosse Pointe Chapter camped there earlier and talked about the pleasant surroundings to fellow barbershoppers. At any rate, over Labor Day in 1964, the word-of-mouth apparently reached high pitch, because 45 families descended upon the state park in Harrisville, most of them camping in the park. In cooperation with the Chamber of Commerce and the local city officials, a weekend of exciting events took place.


On Saturday night they put on a show for the entire community that featured the AIRE-MALES, the FOUR-FITS, the WONDERLADS and a combined chorus of about thirty voices all tied up in a neat package and emceed by Tom Pollard. The public address system, lights and stage were made available at the City Marina Park; and, due to the newspaper and radio advertising throughout three counties, it was well attended by both natives and tourists. On Sunday, the Ladies Auxiliary of the V.F.W. put on a dinner for the barbershoppers which was attended by about 100 people. This was followed by another impromptu show including Sweet Adeline quartets.


The Harrisville camp-out tradition continues even today. The city has proclaimed every Labor Day weekend in Harrisville as “Harmony Weekend,” and reservations have to be made early in the year to obtain a camp-site in the park. The barbershoppers have acquired the respect and support of a warm-hearted community that has continued for years. The city even went so far as to build a performing shell in which performances by the quartets and choruses can be staged. Although this event started out as primarily a men's barbershop event, the Sweet Adelines have comprised at least fifty percent (if not more) of the attendees in recent years. The city has moved the shell, closer to the marina, and has added an Art Fair which is proving extremely popular. It is a festive occasion each Labor Day at Harrisville.


PRIVATE 
1965tc  \l 2 "1965"
PRIVATE 
Support of the Institute of Logopedics promoted extensivelytc  \l 3 "Support of the Institute of Logopedics promoted extensively"

Support for the Institute of Logopedics gained momentum in the Michigan District during the year of 1965. A giant Logopedics spectacular show was announced, which was to be held in Battle Creek on May 22 at Kellogg Auditorium. The show was sponsored by the Battle Creek Chapter and produced what was reputed to be the greatest array of talent ever assembled in the Michigan District. Included as an additional event was the moving of the Boyne City “Bush League” contest from Boyne City to this show to add impetus. The event included this contest, a complete barbecued chicken dinner, a champion show, and afterglows all for the price of $5, with all proceeds to the Institute of Logopedics.

PRIVATE 
First district bulletin editor contest announcedtc  \l 3 "First district bulletin editor contest announced"

A bulletin editor's contest was announced early in the year and all chapters were urged to submit their chapter bulletins for judging. The bulletins were to be judged on: 1) Content, 2) Neatness, and 3) Appearance. The top two winning bulletins would be announced as district winners and would be entered in Society competition.


At the regular meeting of the District Board of Directors held in Jackson on December 4, 1964, it was announced that Bart Tillit, vice president, had resigned from both his present and 1965 terms. The Board promptly moved that Don Lucas be selected as his replacement. It was also announced that Mike Mudgett, the Zone 1 vice president elect, had submitted his resignation for personal reasons. In view of the fact that area counselors had to be chosen for the coming year and plans made, the incumbent Vice President Eric Schultz agreed to continue serving until further notice. Among other actions, President Burgess announced that Bob Johnson would conduct a chorus director's school in Michigan on October 22-23, 1965. A standing vote of appreciation was given to Jack Klaiber for his many years of service to the district.

PRIVATE 
Grand Rapids hosted 1965 spring conventiontc  \l 3 "Grand Rapids hosted 1965 spring convention"

The quartet international preliminaries were held in Grand Rapids in connection with the chapter's annual Great Lakes Invitational show. Once again the total membership of the district was down to 1485 members, which under the formula at the time only allowed Michigan to qualify two quartets. The Evergreen District, which had a membership of 1500 members, 15 more than Michigan, qualified three quartets, which gives the reader an idea how close Michigan was to having another qualified quartet.


The AUTO TOWNERS and the AIRE-MALES were the two quartets selected to represent the district at the international contest in Boston. The AUTO TOWNERS had replaced their tenor Dominic Palmieri with Al Rehkop in March of 1965 when Dominic retired to devote more time to his family and business. Both quartets were experienced having sung in international competition many times prior to this contest. The Dearborn CHORD-O-MATIC Chorus, under the direction of Carl Dahlke, won the district chorus championship. This must have been a real heyday for Carl, having directed the winning district chorus and also a member of the AUTO TOWNERS who qualified for the international contest in Boston.


The district Logopedics effort held at Battle Creek was extremely successful. In the “Bush League” contest, the E'SPRIT de CHORDS from Mt. Clemens were declared the champions, outpointing the BUCKSTERS from Niles-Buchanan who were second, and the RAFTER RINGERS from Grand Rapids. Also competing were Battle Creek's KEY NOTERS, Three River's 4 DOORSMAN, and the HARMONY HOUNDS from Battle Creek. Loton Willson was crowned the Bush League King for 1965. The evening show included the E'SPRIT de CHORDS, the CLEF DWELLERS, the MERRI-MEN, the EXTENSION CHORDS, the AIRE-MALES, the AUTO TOWNERS, and the TREBLE SHOOTERS, plus a fine performance by Detroit's MOTOR CITY Chorus.

PRIVATE 
Membership matters were becoming crucialtc  \l 3 "Membership matters were becoming crucial"

At the district board meeting held on Friday night during the convention, considerable time was spent on membership and extension problems. It was pointed out that the district again had a drop in membership and in the number of chapters, and that three chapters had lost their charters since the beginning of the year—Downriver, South Haven, and Suburban Detroit. At the House of Delegates meeting, two resolutions introduced by the Redford Chapter—to instruct the International Board to negate the 25-member minimum requirement for chap​ters, and, that the grace period for renewals be extended to three months were defeated— by the house. International President Albert L. Smith Jr. spoke to the assemblage regarding goals and aims of the Society, and his presence no doubt affected the vote.

PRIVATE 
AUTO TOWNERS and AIRE-MALES finish fourth and thirtieth, respectively, at Bostontc  \l 3 "AUTO TOWNERS and AIRE-MALES finish fourth and thirtieth, respectively, at Boston"

The Boston international contest and convention found the AUTO TOWNERS breaking into the medalist classification with a fine fourth place finish. The AIRE-MALES were confronted with a 25-point time penalty which kept them out of two more positions, but they still finished 30th. In the chorus competition, the Detroit MOTOR CITY Chorus under the direction of Bill Butler finished last with 15 choruses competing. The FOUR RENEGADES, a very popular quartet in the Midwest, were declared the international quartet champions, with the MIAMIANS from Miami, Florida, acquiring the chorus throne. At the International Board meeting, Reedie Wright was elected president for 1966.


The major decision coming out of the International Board meeting at Boston was the approval by that body of a blanket public liability and property damage insurance policy covering all chapter meetings, chapter-sponsored shows, district contests and district-sponsored events. The Board also approved a plan to form an international district which was to be comprised of chapters from foreign countries. It was specified that until such time as a sufficient number of chapters from any one geographic area warrants the creation of another district, all foreign chapters were to become part of the new international district.

PRIVATE 
Four-Fits reign as district championstc  \l 3 "Four-Fits reign as district champions"

The fall convention of the Michigan District was held in Battle Creek on October 8‑10, 1965. Seven quartets vied for the district crown, with the FOUR-FITS of Grosse Pointe (John Wearing, tenor; Russ Seely, lead; Ray McCalpin, bari, and Marv Burke, bass) outpointing the others to take the district honors. Second place went to The CLOSE CHORDERS from the Oakland County Chapter (Gene Bulka, tenor; Ron DuMonthier, lead; Norm Thompson, bass, and Tony Scooros, bari) followed closely by Saginaw Bay's DELTA AIRES (Herb Benjamin, tenor; Doug Beaver, lead; Bill Grumbley, bari, and Len Johnson, bass). In fourth place was the E'SPRIT de CHORDS from the Utica-Rochester Chapter, and THE BARONS, the ARBOR CITY FOUR, and the DUNE TONES in fifth, sixth and seventh place, respectively.


In the district chorus contest, the right to represent the district at the international competition in Chicago in 1966 was won by the Muskegon PORT CITY Chorus under their new director Webb Scrivnor. Only five points separated them from the Detroit MOTOR CITY Chorus under the direction of Bill Butler. Other choruses competing included the Dearborn CHORD-O-MATIC Chorus, the Wayne WONDERLAND chorus, the Niles-Buchanan GATEWAY Chorus, the Oakland County BARBERY HOST Chorus, Monroe, Sault Ste. Marie, and the Milford-Huron Valley choruses, finishing from third through ninth positions respectively.

PRIVATE 
Eric Schultz elected new district president for 1966tc  \l 3 "Eric Schultz elected new district president for 1966"

The annual meeting of the Michigan District House of Delegates convened at the Post Tavern Hotel in Battle Creek on Friday, October 8, 1965. Guest visitors included International President-Elect Reedie Wright and Hugh Ingraham. President-Elect Wright addressed the representatives of the 26 chapters in attendance with a theme concerning “Today, Not Tomorrow.” He reviewed the history of the Michigan District and urged a rejuvenation of the spirit that once prevailed throughout the district and pointed out the loss of membership in the district. He charged the officers and delegates with the duty of a vigorous campaign to strengthen the district both from a musical and membership standpoint.


Secretary Harrington then gave his report in which he pointed out that the membership of the district had again fallen, and that the membership as of October 1, 1965, stood at 1,274 members and 33 chapters—the district having lost Ionia, Suburban Detroit, South Haven and Coldwater during 1965.


Awards presented at the meeting included the Jackson Chapter winning the 1964 Achievement Award in the Gold Division, Battle Creek winning the award in the Silver Division, and the Chase D. Sanborn Area Counselor of the Year Award for 1964 was presented to Bob Tracy.


The International Board's proposal concerning the adoption of the blanket public liability and property damage insurance policy was discussed thoroughly. Since the chapters did not have a copy of the policy, it was moved that the chapters be furnished a copy and then be allowed thirty days to examine it before voting on it. The motion was passed and the chapters were to forward their vote to the district secretary within 20 days after receipt of the specimen policy.


Chase D. Sanborn submitted the report of the Nominating Committee which included Eric Schultz as president, E.E. “Pat” Ryan, E.A. Vande Zande, Don Lucas and Gene Gillem as vice presidents, R.J. Schied as treasurer and Louis Harrington as secretary. The slate was then elected, and Eric Schultz was presented his president's pin by Reedie Wright.


It was announced at the convention that the TREBLE SHOOTERS were disbanding, and this news was accepted with much misgiving throughout the district.


A meeting of the District Board was held at Marshall, Michigan, on Saturday, December 4, 1965. Among the various items discussed, a mistake was discovered in the awarding of trophies at the fall contest. It was brought out that due to a misconception of the rules, the CLOSE CHORDERS were awarded two sets of trophies. According to the district rules, the second-place medalist were the winners of the second place trophies and that according to these rules and past practice, the next ranking novice quartet was to have been named novice champions. By action of the Board, it was moved that the BARONS of Kalamazoo be named as novice champions for 1965, and that suitable trophies be presented to them at the spring convention.


Secretary Harrington reported that, on the question of blanket liability insurance, the question was now moot because of the fact that it had been ratified by all other districts in the Society and would become effective January 1, 1966, regardless of the Michigan vote.


Secretary Harrington also pointed out that the rules covering Michigan district chorus contests provided that no chorus can compete for three years after winning the championship. He suggested this rule be changed to two years to comply with the practice throughout the Society. The Board agreed, and the two-year policy was placed in effect, and is still in effect today.

PRIVATE 
District chapter bulletin contest was big successtc  \l 3 "District chapter bulletin contest was big success"

The first Michigan District chapter bulletin editor contest was deemed a huge success, with 13 entries vying for the top honors. Winning top spots were the Grand Rapids Forecast, edited by Del Hathaway and the Muskegon Beacon, edited by Gordon Gunn. Other bulletins entered in the contest were from Holly-Fenton, Jackson, Saginaw, Pontiac, Windsor, Utica-Rochester, Battle Creek, Dearborn, Flint, Wayne, and Grosse Pointe. Judging the contest were Bill Hansen, Michigan District international representative; Jack Oonk, Troubadour editor and Fred Velhuis, a non-barbershopper who had done work in the journalism field. The two top entries were entered into the Society contest, which was won by the Bingham-Tone of the Binghampton, New York, Chapter, from more than one hundred entries.


Reviewing 1965, it was clear the major problem encountered was that of membership, dropping below 1300 members for the first time in twenty years. The International Board, the Society's governing body, failed to heed the pleas of the district with regard to the minimum membership for chapters to retain their charter. It is not known how many chapters would not have folded if it were not for this minimum membership rule. The one bright spot was that our quartets were beginning to smell the roses, and were very active throughout the entire district.

