274
PIONEER DISTRICT HISTORY


CHAPTER NINE
CHORDS IN NEUTRAL   1981-1985     259



PRIVATE 
1981tc  \l 2 "1981"PRIVATE 

PRIVATE 
1981—The year to Re-membertc  \l 3 "1981—The year to Re-member"

With few exceptions over the first forty or so years, it was becoming quite apparent that our membership gains of the early years was beginning to dwindle; and, in fact, was holding even if not actually falling. In 1981, then-Society President Burt Huish had designated it to be a “Year to Re-member” with obvious emphasis on a Society-wide membership campaign with an established goal of 5 percent net membership increase for each chapter.


In keeping with this effort, the Pioneer District formulated a new committee, “Membership and Extension”, chaired by Past President Don Funk, with the assignment of assisting our district chapter membership vice presidents with membership drives, utilizing the “Auditions for Admissions” and the “Open House” programs. As to the retention of members, it was felt that a lack of knowledge about the individual chapter, the Society and barbershopping in general, were part of the problem. Don was asked to come up with some sort of a new-member development kit which would incorporate this information. An area the committee was also concerned with was the development of new chapters, and information along this line would be sought from all chapters and members in the district.


In addition to the above, Rusty Ruegsegger, the Troubadour editor, had taken on the job of district communications officer. His job was to work with chapter bulletin editors and public relations men in the areas of all internal and external communications.

PRIVATE 
New slate of officers take hold in January 1981tc  \l 3 "New slate of officers take hold in January 1981"

At the past fall House of Delegates meeting, the slate was elected to be district officers for 1981: Fran Jones, president; Jim Gougeon, executive vice president; vice presidents—Bob McDermott, Division I, Ron Neff, Division II,  Jim Horton, Division III, Dick Wheeler, Division IV, Nels Gregersen, Division V; Jack Schneider, treasurer; and John McClinchey, secretary.


The Jackson Chapter nominated Dan LaBumbard for the office of president. The nomination was seconded. A secret ballot was taken for the office of president. Executive Vice President Jones was elected to the office by a majority of one (1) vote.

PRIVATE 
Twelve quartets vie for right to represent district at the upcoming Detroit conventiontc  \l 3 "Twelve quartets vie for right to represent district at the upcoming Detroit convention"

The fast upcoming Detroit international quartet contest spurred only a few extra district quartets into competing in the international preliminaries, as only 12 signed up to sing. The preliminaries were held in the beautiful resort city of Traverse City on April 24-26, 1981. The quartets who elected to compete and their scores are as follows: CENTER STAGE and the SATURDAY NITE FEATURE with 1801 and 1596 points, followed by the SOUNDS AROUND 1563 third, BLACK VELVET 1523 fourth, and the TUNESTERS UNION 1459 fifth, COUNTRY ESTATE 1363 sixth, 4 WHEEL DRIVE 1315 seventh, and the HARBOR HI-LITES 1115 eighth. Quartets not qualifying for the finals included the HARMONY HOUNDS, CADENCE COUNTS, A POSITIVE ENDEAVOR, and the CHEAP SUIT SERENADERS. As a result, the CENTER STAGE and the SATURDAY NITE FEATURE represented the district at the international convention.


In the Saturday District chorus contest, the MOTOR CITY Chorus from Detroit #1, staged 60 men and won the “beer bet” from Oakland County to become the 1981 Pioneer District chorus champions. Oakland County did win the new Gold Division Champion and Gratiot County won the new Silver Division Champion Award.

PRIVATE 
Detroit international convention runs as smooth as clock worktc  \l 3 "Detroit international convention runs as smooth as clock work"

The 43rd international S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A. convention was awarded to Detroit for the year 1981, and this was a “truly great event” for the city, which was scheduled for July 5-12, 1981. What made it truly “international” is that Windsor, Ontario, Canada is just across the Detroit River and, in fact, many conventioneers stayed at hotels and motels there while attending the convention. It was estimated that probably 30 percent of our rooms were taken up by members staying in Windsor. The headquarters hotel, the Plaza Hotel, one of the tallest in the world, has 1400 guest rooms, and was extremely well suited to this type of convention. The Hart Plaza, just outside the hotel, was used for the site of the massed sing with the contests being held in Cobo Arena, adjacent to Hart Plaza. As is true with most of our international conventions, the many scheduled events were held in this area.


The general chairman of the 43rd International Convention Committee was Bill Warner, working with Co-Chairmen Clay Jones and Bob Miquelon ably assisting him. Serving as the convention secretary was Earl Berry and the Convention Treasurer Jim Swisher. Other members who became deeply involved in the committee and other work so necessarily needed (25 organized committees) included: John McClinchey, Don Stewart, Sully Mazur, Bob Mulligan, Glenn Van Tassell, Harold Kendall, Nell Warner (Bill's wonderful wife), Lisa Fanfalone, Bill Butler, Don Adams, Art Schulze, Bill Pascher, Larry King, Jim McLane, Sterling Berry, Don Givlin, Bill Hannula, Fran Durham, Tom Pollard, Lew Koppitch, Jim Lekander, Del Badgley, Roger Morris, Art Hackett, Judge Bill Giovan, Bob McDermott, Dick Barber and Rene LeBlanc.


In the quartet competitions, the CHICAGO NEWS reigned as the new quartet champions for 1981, while our own CENTER STAGE finished in fourth place and the SATURDAY NITE FEATURE finished in 25th place. In the chorus competition, the Louisville THOROUGHBREDS continued their winning ways. Our own Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus finished in 13th position of 16 competing.


All in all, it was a great point in history for the Pioneer District, and will be long remembered. Who could ever forget the Irish cop stopping traffic on Jefferson Avenue at the Windsor tunnel so he could hear an Irish song sung to him? Such thrills are few and far between.

PRIVATE 
MOTOR CITY Chorus to represent us at Internation​altc  \l 3 "MOTOR CITY Chorus to represent us at Internation​al"

The fall convention was held in Kalamazoo Michigan on October 16-17, 1981, with the Detroit #1 MOTOR CITY Chorus winning the right to represent the Pioneer District at the 1982 international convention the following year. In the quartet competition, the SATURDAY NIGHT FEATURE won the Pioneer District quartet championship for 1981-82. The VILLAGE RAMBLERS won the Pioneer District junior quartet championship for 1981-82 and the SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN ROADSHOW was the Pioneer District novice quartet champion.


In conjunction with the convention, Don Funk and John T. Gillespie were inducted into the Pioneer District Hall of Fame at the House of Delegates meeting. Both gentlemen were extremely deserving of this fine award.


Other business completed at the House of Delegates meeting included the selection of the district logo contest winner, which turned out to be John Morris's design. As a result he earned two all-events tickets to the next contest of Pioneer in the spring. Other business included the appointment of Marty Chrigwin as the new Division IV vice president replacing Dick Wheeler. The slate of officers for 1982 was elected at this meeting, with the only changes being the election of Bob McDermott from Division I vice president to Division 5, and Earl Berry elected to Division I. Jim Horton was elected to Division III replacing Ron Neff.


PRIVATE 
1982tc  \l 2 "1982"
PRIVATE 
Edwin S. Smith passes awaytc  \l 3 "Edwin S. Smith passes away"

Ed Smith passed away on Sunday, March 7, 1982, at the age of 84. Ed was a self-taught musician who played piano, saxophone, clarinet, and a number of other string instruments and horns. He was a key figure in the organization of the Wayne Chapter in 1944, and served as its first president. He also was the first president of the Metropolitan Association of Chapters and president of the district in 1948-49. He was elected international president in 1952, having served prior as international vice president for two terms, and had been a member of the International Board for 3 and one-half years. He was also elected in the Seventies to the Pioneer District Hall of Fame. The Society, the district, the Wayne Chapter, and all who knew him have lost a friend of barbershop, indeed.

PRIVATE 
Westland Chapter added to district rollstc  \l 3 "Westland Chapter added to district rolls"

The new Westland Chapter was chartered on April 1, 1982. Sponsored by the Livingston County Chapter, the charter included thirty (30) members. Leaders in the organization included former Detroit #1 members Bill Warner, Jim Stephens, Bill Butler, and Larry King. The first charter show was held on the 19th of February, 1983.

PRIVATE 
All lines led to Lansing for the spring conventiontc  \l 3 "All lines led to Lansing for the spring convention"

Lansing, Michigan, was the big site for the upcoming spring convention. Fourteen choruses and fourteen quartets vied for the championships. In the quartet contests, CENTER STAGE, SATURDAY NITE FEATURE, and POINTE CLASSICS won the right to represent the district at international. Pioneer was allowed an additional spot because CENTER STAGE had medalled the year before, and therefore earned a spot directly, allowing us another quartet.


In the chorus competition, the Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus outscored the Oakland County WOLVERINE Chorus for the chorus champion​ship of 1982. Grosse Pointe ended up in third, Lansing in fourth, and Benton Harbor-St. Joseph in fifth place.

PRIVATE 
CLASSIC COLLECTION wins big in July—CENTER STAGE finishes secondtc  \l 3 "CLASSIC COLLECTION wins big in July—CENTER STAGE finishes second"

CENTER STAGE came on strong in the finals at Pittsburgh, but still were outdistanced by the CLASSIC COLLECTION for the outright championship. Our other two quartets, the SATURDAY NITE FEATURE and the POINTE CLASSICS finished in 42nd place and 48th place respectively, even though both did good jobs. In the chorus contest, the Detroit #1 MOTOR CITY Chorus wound up in 13th place of the 16 choruses competing.

PRIVATE 
GOOD NEWS sweeps in fall contest!tc  \l 3 "GOOD NEWS sweeps in fall contest!"

The fall district contest was held in Grand Rapids on October 16, 1982. Sixteen choruses showed up to determine the chorus to represent the district at the next international, with the Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus winning out over the Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus in a close contest. Other choruses competing included Detroit #1, Lansing, Oakland County, Grosse Pointe, Huron Valley, Traverse City, Clinton Valley, Benton Harbor-St. Joseph, Battle Creek, Flint, Holland, Windsor, Muskegon and Milford.


The GOOD NEWS Quartet (Gary Stoze, tenor; Wally Dorosh, lead; Mike McClary, bass, and Brian Kaufman, bari) outscored the SOUNDS AROUND to win district championship by 54 points. BLACK VELVET finished third, followed by the TRI-COUNTY CONNECTION fourth and the GOOD COMPANY fifth. Rounding out the top eight included THE VERY IDEA, the SOUND AMBASSADORS, and the ACCENTS. THE VERY IDEA were declared the junior champs and the TRI-COUNTY CONNECTION were declared the novice champs.


In House of Delegates actions in conjunction with the convention, President Fran Jones announced the appointment of Mr. Russ Seely to a newly-established position of district convention planning manager, the purpose of which to assist chapters in planning for district conventions. In other business, the Monroe Chapter was officially given district permission to merge with the Toledo Chapter of the Johnny Appleseed District. This was based on the approval to be obtained from the International Laws & Regulations Committee.


New officers were elected at the House of Delegates meeting for the Pioneer District for 1983, and included the following for the 1983 calendar year: Jim Gougeon, president; Bob McDermott, executive vice president; vice presidents—Earl Berry, Division I, Robert Dixon, Division II,  Robert Goldschmeding, Division III, Marty Chirgwin, Division IV, Gene Weston, Division V; Jack Schneider, treasurer; and Jack Teubert, secretary; 

PRIVATE 
Swan Valley becomes newest Pioneer chaptertc  \l 3 "Swan Valley becomes newest Pioneer chapter"

The Swan Valley Chapter was admitted into the Pioneer District on November 12, 1982 with 30 members. The key men in the undertaking included Gene Weston, Deon Moore, and David Smith. The charter show was held on the same night, with the Saginaw-Bay Chapter sponsoring the new chapter.


PRIVATE 
1983tc  \l 2 "1983"
PRIVATE 
Mark P. Roberts passes away in Largo, Floridatc  \l 3 "Mark P. Roberts passes away in Largo, Florida"

It was sad news when the word quickly spread that Mark P. Roberts had died April 4, 1983, in Florida. Mark, who was a real pioneer of our district, contributed significantly to the Society and to the district. In fact, this history, which you are presently reading, was struck from an idea of Mark's earlier writings, many of which have been included in the early chapters of this edition. His stories were famous, and deserved to be preserved in this manner. In addition, Mark was probably the soul man who helped our Society become a tax-free non-profit Society. His legal work with the government on behalf of the Society is a matter of history. His gift to our district cannot be described eloquently enough, as only the Grosse Pointe Chapter can tell you. Ask Russ Seely, who will talk for hours about Mark.

PRIVATE 
Midland Arts Center selected as the competition sitetc  \l 3 "Midland Arts Center selected as the competition site"

Always a treat to sing in, the Midland Performing Arts Center again lived up to its name. Eighteen choruses and seventeen quartets were drawn April 22-24 to the beautiful center to compete for the right to represent the district at the internation​al quartet competition and/or become district chorus champion. In the chorus competition, the Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus outscored all others in taking the district championship for 1983. Other choruses competing included Lansing second, Oakland County third, Grosse Pointe fourth, Huron Valley fifth, Saginaw-Bay sixth, Gratiot County seventh, Flint eighth, Clinton Valley ninth, Traverse City tenth, Benton Harbor-St. Joe eleventh, Muskegon twelfth, Windsor thirteenth, Port Huron fourteenth, Kalamazoo fifteenth, Milford sixteenth, Swan Valley seventeenth and Au Sable Valley eighteenth.


In the quartet finals, CENTER STAGE, GOOD NEWS, and the SOUNDS AROUND finished as the three ranked quartets to represent the Pioneer District at the 1983 international contest in Seattle. Rounding out the top eight finalist included the ACCENTS, BLACK VELVET, DUTCH MAS​TERS, HARBOR HI‑LITES and the CROSS COUNTY CONNEC​TION, respectively.

PRIVATE 
CENTER STAGE medals for third time in a row at Seattletc  \l 3 "CENTER STAGE medals for third time in a row at Seattle"

The 45th international quartet contest was held July 7-8, 1983, in Seattle, Washington. The CENTER STAGE finished in second place for the second time in a row, and medalled for the third time, to put them closer to the big gold. Unfortunately the SIDE STREET RAMBLERS spoiled things for them by walking off with the top honors, 4514 to 4372. The other two quartets from Pioneer placed 40th and 43rd, with the SOUNDS AROUND scoring 1111 points and the GOOD NEWS with 1085 points to place in those positions. All in all, they did an excellent job considering the competition.


In the chorus contest, the Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus finished 14th out of the 16 choruses competing. Phoenix, Arizona, another perennial winner, won the title with 1563 points, edging Scarbourough, Ontario and Lombard, Illinois with 1549 and 1539 points respectively.

PRIVATE 
Oakland County Chapter hosts Pioneer District convention for the first timetc  \l 3 "Oakland County Chapter hosts Pioneer District convention for the first time"

For a long time Oakland County had wanted to sponsor a district convention, but it seemed like facilities or other problems would just not allow it to happen. But this time they put it all together, and for the first time Oakland County was the host chapter.


Fourteen quartets competed for the 1984-85 quartet competition, with the TRI-COUNTY CONNECTION (Rick Sims, tenor; Mike Dixon, lead; Mike Woodruff, bari, and Tom Conway, bass) walking off with the honors for '84. In second place was the DUTCH MASTERS, followed by the HARMONY ROADSHOW, HEIRLOOM, PATCH CHORDS, THE SOUND AMBASSA​DORS, THE IVY LEAGUE, and the FURNITURE CITY CHORD COMPANY to round out the top eight. Other quartets competing in the semi-finals included COLLECTOR'S CHOICE, STOCK ARRANGEMENT, MUTUAL ACCORD, THE FIRST ENDEAVOR, OL' TIME HARMONY and TODAY'S SPECIAL.


In the chorus competition to determine the representative district at the international chorus contest in Minneapolis in 1984, the Wayne WONDER​LAND Chorus outscored the Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus by 23 points to take the title. Other choruses competing included those from Grosse Pointe, Lansing, Huron Valley, Monroe, Port Huron, Clinton Valley, Windsor and Kalamazoo.


At the House of Delegates meeting held in conjunction with the conven​tion, district officers were reelected with the exception that Bob Huntley replaced Bob Dixon as the Division Vice President for Division II. It was announced that Mr. Gene Weston had resigned due to ill health, as Chairman of the Membership and Extension Committee and as District Membership Develop​ment Coordinator, and that Mr. Robert Dixon had been appointed to fill those offices.


In earlier actions of the Board, the following awards were presented:

    _
Gene Weston was elected as Area Counselor of the Year.

    _Pioneer District Achievement Award for 1982: Gold Achievement—Grand Rapids Chapter; Silver Division—Clinton Valley Chapter.

    _District Achievement Award winners for 1982 as awarded by international: Plateau I—Clinton Valley; Plateau II—Battle Creek; Plateau III—Huron Valley; Plateau IV—Benton Harbor-St. Joe; Plateau V—Wayne; and Plateau VI—Oakland County.


PRIVATE 
1984tc  \l 2 "1984"
PRIVATE 
John T. Gillespie named International Presidenttc  \l 3 "John T. Gillespie named International President"
PRIVATE 
ADVANCE \Y 164.85
JOHN T. GILLESPIE

1

John T. Gillespie, a stalwart mem​ber of the Kalamazoo Chapter, was elect​ed to be the Society's incoming international president for 1984. John had previously held the office of vice-president treasur​er, and had served in various chapter and district offices during the 1970's, including that of Pioneer District president. During the Society “expan​sion years” John became a valuable asset in Kenosha because of his years of experience as a Certified Public Accountant. John was given much of the credit for putting the Society on a sound financial footing during and immedi​ately following the purchase of the headquar​ters annex in Kenosha.


It was unfortunate that during the week of the international convention, he suffered a heart attack which sidelined John for a while; but with his resilience he recovered completely, fortunately for John and for us. John has also worked as a secretary in the Contest and Judging Category for the last fifteen years or so. The district is fortunate to have such a dedicated guy as John and his wonderful wife Betty serving in our district.

PRIVATE 
Mike McClary rejuvenates Benjamin Landino Trophytc  \l 3 "Mike McClary rejuvenates Benjamin Landino Trophy"

Mike McClary, a member of the Grosse Pointe Chapter and bass singer of the GOOD NEWS quartet, the current district champions (1982-83), was a two-year member of our Society and an automotive tool and die engineer. While the trophy was in Mike's possession, he took it upon himself to completely refurbish it. He spent extensive hours on re-staining, varnishing and buffing the early 40's classic. Mike, true to his craft, did a magnificent job in renovating the trophy, and it looks almost as good as it did when it was new. Thanks to Mike and the Grosse Pointe Chapter for maintaining the trophy tradition. This was the Pioneer District Quartet Trophy, so don't confuse it with the other great trophies inaugurated by the Grosse Pointe Chapter.

PRIVATE 
GOOD NEWS Quartet takes Great Lakes Express Traveling Trophytc  \l 3 "GOOD NEWS Quartet takes Great Lakes Express Traveling Trophy"

The results of the winner for the 1983 Traveling Trophy were announced early in January proclaiming the GOOD NEWS quartet the overall most productive contributor. All in all, $2494.52 was contributed with the GOOD NEWS portion just $601, and the SOUNDS AROUND with $400. An excellent performance was given by all of our quartets.

PRIVATE 
Ann Arbor was the site for the conteststc  \l 3 "Ann Arbor was the site for the contests"

For the fourth straight time CENTER STAGE qualified to represent the district at the international convention, to be held in St. Louis, Missouri. The TRI‑COUNTY CONNECTION and the SATURDAY NIGHT FEATURE also qualified to make it possible for Pioneer District to send three great quartets to the big one. Thirteen quartets in all competed, including the following and their position in the contest: HEIRLOOM, fourth; DUTCH MASTERS, fifth; IVY LEAGUE, sixth; the SOUND AMBASSA​DORS, seventh; the VERY IDEA, eighth; HARMONY HOUNDS, ninth; TOUCH OF CLASH, tenth; FIRST ENDEAV​OR, eleventh; OL' TIME HARMONY, twelfth, and SOUND JUNCTION, thirteenth.


In the contest to determine the winner of the district chorus championship, the Grosse Pointe LAKESHORE Chorus won their first district champion​ship ever, defeating 13 other choruses. The chorus, under the direction of Russ Seely, can still be heard roaring along the streets of Ann Arbor in celebration of this great victory for them. [I am particularly aware of this because I had the pleasure of making the announcement from the stage for the district, and the house went whammy on us for a while.] The Huron Valley Chorus was awarded the 1984 Gold Division championship, and The Port Huron Chorus was awarded the Silver Division Trophy.


At the Pioneer District House of Delegates meeting held in conjunction with the competition, the following awards were presented:

    _
Area Counselor of the Year Award: Ron Breidenger

    _Pioneer District Achievement Awards: Gold Division—Grand Rapids Chapter; Silver Division—Muskegon Chapter.

    _District Achievement Award Winners as compiled by international: Plateau 1—Milford; Plateau II—Muskegon; Plateau III—Benton Harbor-St. Joseph; Plateau IV—Huron Valley; and Plateau V—Wayne.


Board and House of Delegates notes: Copies of the consent calendar were used for the first time at this meeting. This action was voted in at the October 15, 1983 House of Delegates meeting.

PRIVATE 
RAPSCALLIONS capture crowntc  \l 3 "RAPSCALLIONS capture crown"

Despite the fact that CENTER STAGE gave a very good run in the contest, the RAPSCALLIONS hung on to defeat the CENTER STAGE 4696-4543 in a tight contest held in St. Louis, Missouri July 5-6, 1984. VAUDE​VILLE, the HARR​INGTON BROTHERS, and the CINCINNATI KIDS rounded out the top five medalists.


The perennial chorus winner, the Louisville Kentucky THOR​OUGH​BREDS, won another of their titles, outscoring Lombard, Illinois by 19 points. The Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus finished in 12th place with 1333 points.

PRIVATE 
Battle Creek the scene of the District chorus contest on October 20, 1984tc  \l 3 "Battle Creek the scene of the District chorus contest on October 20, 1984"

The fall convention news relied heavily on the appearance of a rejuvenat​ed Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus, which was striving greatly to reach the magical count of 1000 points on the contest stage. Wayne reigned supreme over 15 other choruses to outscore the Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus 952 to 883. Grosse Pointe, Battle Creek, and Lansing rounded out the top five contes​tants.


The quartet contest was highlighted by the dazzling performances of a new foursome called the RITZ. This new quartet is a combination of voices from Johnny Appleseed and Pioneer Districts and, this contest served as their debut. Singing tenor was Jim Shisler; lead Doug Nichol; baritone, Clay Shumard; and bass; Ben Ayling. The RITZ outscored the next three quartets with 1875 points compared to the HEIRLOOM'S 1642 and the DUTCH MASTERS' 1622, who actually gave very solid performances themselves. The BRIGHTER SIDE was a strong new addition to the quartet scene and, if they continued to improve, they would be eventual big winners on the way to the top.

PRIVATE 
House of Delegates meeting held on Saturday, October 19, 1984tc  \l 3 "House of Delegates meeting held on Saturday, October 19, 1984"

The Nominating Committee presented a slate of nominees for officers of the Pioneer District for 1985, and upon motion duly made and seconded that the nominations be closed, the officers listed below were declared elected: Bob McDermott, president; Earl Berry, executive vice president; vice presidents—Clay Jones, Division I, Bob Huntley, Division II,  Robert Goldschmeding, Division III, Don Bazeley, Division IV, Ron Yahrmatter, Division V; Jack Schneider, treasurer; and Jack Teubert, secretary. 

PRIVATE 
Bill Tobias replaces Rusty Ruegseggar as Troubadour editortc  \l 3 "Bill Tobias replaces Rusty Ruegseggar as Troubadour editor"

Effective January 1, 1985, William T. Tobias became the new editor of the Pioneer District Troubadour, replacing Rusty Ruegseggar who resigned because of his work load. Rusty did a great job with the Troubadour, and his contributions to Pioneer as district editor were greatly appreciated.

PRIVATE 
Gene Weston passes awaytc  \l 3 "Gene Weston passes away"

The Pioneer District and the entire Society as a whole suffered a great loss on November 19, 1984, with the passing of Donald Eugene Weston. To Gene, the preservation and encouragement of barbershop singing was all important to him and worth all the devotion and dedication he put into it. His accomplish​ments were many: he served the Saginaw-Bay Chapter as its membership vice president; he was Zone V area counselor for two years; was elected barbershop​per of the year for 1982; Pioneer District Division V vice-president and also managed to help start the Swan Valley chapter. How wonderful it would be if there could be more of us like him.


PRIVATE 
1985tc  \l 2 "1985"
PRIVATE 
Spring convention hosted by Grosse Pointetc  \l 3 "Spring convention hosted by Grosse Pointe"

The Grosse Pointe Chapter hosted a knockout event, providing first-class hospitality to all attendees. CENTER STAGE, the RITZ and TRI-COUNTY CONNECTION won the honors of representing the Pioneer District at the international contest. The Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus won as the 1985 District chorus champion in the District chorus contest. Lansing CAPITOL CITY CHORDSMEN became the Gold Division Chorus champs with Huron Valley Chorus winning the Silver Division.

PRIVATE 
A revised logotc  \l 3 "A revised logo"

During the Pioneer District Board of Directors meeting held during the spring convention, Bill Pascher suggested a revision of the district logo. The original logo was designed by John Morris of the Oakland County Chapter. Bill Pascher redesigned the emblem by superimposing the conestoga wagon over the Michigan-Ontario map, to be more reflective of the District since it encompasses Michigan and southern Ontario. The change was unanimously adopted.

PRIVATE 
International convention resultstc  \l 3 "International convention results"

The Minneapolis Auditorium was almost filled to capacity for the quartet and chorus competitions at the 47th annual convention.  The NEW TRADITION from the Far Western District moved from last year's seventh place to become the 1985 international quartet champion.  The chorus contest presented a judging challenge.  Competing after their mandatory three year absence as 1982 champs, the VOCAL MAJORITY from Dallas, Texas took their fourth championship.


The Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus, CENTER STAGE, THE RITZ and TRI-COUNTY CONNECTION did our district proud with the quality of their performances on the international stage in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  The Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus placed fifteenth, CENTER STAGE placed seventh, THE RITZ finished fifteenth and the TRI-COUNTY CONNECTION finished forty-first.

PRIVATE 
Port Huron, the reincarnation of a chaptertc  \l 3 "Port Huron, the reincarnation of a chapter"

Sam Kennedy, Society field representative, felt that Port Huron, Michi​gan, area could support a chapter. Accordingly, an ad was placed in local papers; there were day and evening announcements on radio and TV indicating intentions to hold an organizational meeting.


One of the first contacts made was with Pat Yacques of the Grosse Pointe Chapter. Pat was the baritone of the BACK PORCH MAJORITY. He was asked to become the musical director and to help guide the work in the chapter organizational stages.


The organizational meeting was held Wednesday, September 26, 1985. The net result of this initial effort was the signing of 24 members who paid their initiation dues that evening. The chapter was granted a license and was on its way.


This was not the first Port Huron Chapter, however. An article in the December Troubadour is entitled “Port Huron—an Example of Encouragement, Dedication, Organization and Much Hard Work”. Port Huron was chartered not only once, but twice. It was first formed on May 14, 1943, but the charter was eventually revoked in November of 1948.


Like the proverbial Phoenix rising out of the ashes, the Port Huron Chapter experienced a “rebirth” in September when they had an organizational meeting. It just goes to show you that chapters can experience a “rebirth”.

PRIVATE 
In memoriam—Louis R. Harrington  November 30, 1904 - August 18, 1985tc  \l 3 "In memoriam—Louis R. Harrington  November 30, 1904 - August 18, 1985"

Lou was a member of the Society for more than forty years. After serving twenty terms as district secretary and two terms as district president, Lou was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1974. The following is excerpted from the December 1954-January 1955 Troubadour by District Historian Art Schultze:


“During his tenure as district secretary, Lou Harrington made significant contributions to the district and the Society. He established our district publication, the called then Michigan Troubadour. He set up the point system for achievement awards. Lou compiled a pocket-sized district directory for all members. When there were insufficient funds to publish the directory, Lou found an anonymous benefactor to finance it. Lou also obtained a blanket U.S. Government exemption from an admission tax on `Chapter Parades' (shows).


Lou was a part of the committee that succeeded in bringing the internation​al convention to Detroit in 1953, serving as associate chairman of the event. He also provided assistance to chapters wanting to sponsor district conven​tions.”

Lou wholeheartedly felt that the chorus was a fundamental part of barbershopping, both as a training ground for quartets and to provide an opportunity for less experienced members to participate. Lou, a native Detroiter, attended the University of Detroit and the University of Michigan. He was a practicing attorney and an active member of the Detroit Bar Association Glee Club and also the Harmonie Society, Detroit's oldest singing society. Lou will be missed!

PRIVATE 
First annual Logopedics Spectacular a roaring successtc  \l 3 "First annual Logopedics Spectacular a roaring success"

Zone IV, of the Pioneer District, has come up with a winner—a Logope​dics Benefit Show. The newly renovated Cheboygan Opera House was the site, and September 28, 1985 was the date. What a success it was! Chapters from Boyne, Au Sable, Alpena, Traverse City, Sault St. Marie (Ontario, Canada) all worked together to stage the event.


Several quartets performed, including the NITTY-GRITTY-GOOD-TIME-FOUR and the MUSIC MART from the Cardinal District. The NITTY-GRITTY-GOOD-TIME-FOUR have been long-time supporters of Logopedics and didn't want to miss this opportunity. The MUSIC MART were so well received that plans were made to have them return the following year.


The Cheboygan Opera House has magnificent acoustics. There is ample seating on the main floor and, with the addition of a balcony, there isn't a bad seat in the house. With both a matinee and an evening performance, there was room for all. The last Saturday in September 1986 was set aside for the second annual Division IV Logopedics Spectacular.

PRIVATE 
Fall convention resultstc  \l 3 "Fall convention results"

The Pioneer District fall convention was held in Kalamazoo, Michigan October 18-19, 1985.  Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus won the right to represent the district at the international contest to be held in Salt Lake City in July of 1986.  The IVY LEAGUE is our new district champs.

PRIVATE 
Two Detroit #1 Members inducted Into the Hall of Fametc  \l 3 "Two Detroit #1 Members inducted Into the Hall of Fame"

Mike Arnone, a 45-year member of Detroit #1 was inducted into the Pioneer District Hall of Fame. Mike had done an awful lot to advance barbershop singing over that 45-year period. He formed the original FRANKENMUTH FOUR, a quartet which sang on Detroit radio station WXYZ. They sang “Doggone Good Beer and Ale”, an advertising ditty for the Frankenmuth Brewery Co., featuring the famous howling dog. Later, the quartet was renamed the PROGRESSIVE FOUR which sang regularly on WJR radio station, and had advertising spots in the long-running Lone Ranger television show.


In the 1940's, Mike and his quartet sang for benefit shows and hospitals, eventually racking up more than 1000 performances before servicemen. In 1950, because of its efforts, the PROGRESSIVE FOUR received the coveted Midwest​ern Athletic Clubs of America Award. Another memorable occasion was when the quartet sang with Bing Crosby and Bob Hope, but its greatest thrill was when it harmonized elbow-to-elbow with President Harry S. Truman.


Mike Arnone was elder statesman, a mark of achievement all barber​shoppers would do well to emulate. No one deserves the tribute to be named to the Hall of Fame more than Mike Arnone.


Art Schultze was another long-time member of Detroit #1 to be inducted into the Hall of Fame—forty three years to be exact. Art quickly involved himself in chapter activities—treasurer, vice-president, show chairman, president and just about every committee that ever existed.


Art is especially known for his involvement in the BobLo Moonlight Cruise. The cruise was started in 1946. Art took over in 1949 and remained as cruise chairman until 1979. While Art is retired now, that doesn't mean he has become inactive. He has become the watchdog of the chapter. He is there with advice, direction and support. Art is also chapter historian. He knows more than anyone about the history of the Detroit #1 Chapter and the Pioneer District. Because of his knowledge of district history, Art was appointed Pioneer District historian.

