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PRIVATE 
1986tc  \l 2 "1986"PRIVATE 

PRIVATE 
The Mark Roberts International Seniors Quartet Trophy created by the Grosse Pointe Chaptertc  \l 3 "The Mark Roberts International Seniors Quartet Trophy created by the Grosse Pointe Chapter"

The Grosse Pointe Chapter, wanting to honor the memory of their founder (and co-founder of the Pioneer District) approached the Society about a desire to establish an appropriate memorial in the form of an international trophy. On January 17, 1986, the Mark Roberts International Seniors Quartet Trophy was formally presented to the Society at the annual “Uncle Sam's Night” party hosted by the Windsor, Ontario, Canada Chapter. International Board Member Jim Gugeon carried it to the midwinter convention in Tucson, Arizona the following week and presented it to the winner of the first seniors' quartet contest, the GEORGE BAGGISH MEMORIAL Quartet.


In addition to his extensive chapter activities, Mark was an International quartet finalist, singing with the DETROIT TURNERS in 1942; he was also Pioneer District president, member of the international contest and Judging Committee, a judge at 13 international contests, international treasurer, and, finally, the first secretary-treasurer of the Harmony Foundation.

PRIVATE 
Spring convention held in Saginawtc  \l 3 "Spring convention held in Saginaw"

The competitions were sharp, but the RITZ and the IVY LEAGUE qualified to represent the Pioneer District at the Salt Lake City convention in June. The Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus once again became the district champs.

PRIVATE 
Detroit-Oakland merger approvedtc  \l 3 "Detroit-Oakland merger approved"

The Pioneer District Board held a special meeting at the Send-Off show in Windsor on June 13. At this meeting the Board approved the following resolution: “It is moved that the Pioneer District Board of Directors approve the merger of the Oakland County Chapter and the Detroit #1 Chapter into one chapter, with Oakland County surrendering its charter, and the newly merged chapter will be called the `Detroit-Oakland' Chapter.”
PRIVATE 
Salt Lake City outcometc  \l 3 "Salt Lake City outcome"

Singing from the Salt Palace Arena stage were 50 quartets and 16 choruses. The RURAL ROUTE 4 from Kansas City, Missouri took the gold. The chorus trophy was presented to the HARMONIZERS Chorus from Alexandria, Virginia.



Although the GREAT LAKES Chorus finished in last place, it must be remembered that they were 16th out of approximately 500 choruses Society-wide who started in the fall of 1985. The RITZ and the IVY LEAGUE were exciting and entertaining. The RITZ, finishing 13th, moved up two notches, and the IVY LEAGUE, placing 24th, proved they are “comers” considering they were first-time competitors.

PRIVATE 
Battle Creek again hosts fall conventiontc  \l 3 "Battle Creek again hosts fall convention"

At the fall convention, the House of Delegates elected the following officers for 1987: president, Earl Berry; executive vice president, Clayton Jones; secretary, Jack Schneider; treasurer, Fran Jones; vice president division I, Russ Seely; vice president division II, William Lang; vice president division III, Michael O'Donnell; vice president division IV, Don Bagely; and vice president division V, Paul Lehmkuhle.


The Wayne RENAISSANCE Chorus won the honor to represent the Pioneer District in the 1987 international chorus contest. In the district quartet contest finals, TOUCH OF CLASS! won as the district's quartet champion, BLUE RIBBON COALITION was named the district's junior quartet champion and the CHORDINARY GUYS attained the district novice quartet championship.


PRIVATE 
1987tc  \l 2 "1987"
PRIVATE 
CAN-AM Jamboree supersedes Send-Off Showtc  \l 3 "CAN-AM Jamboree supersedes Send-Off Show"

In an effort to provide more space and to more centrally locate an activity that the Ontario and Pioneer districts could cooperatively develop, the “Can-Am Jamboree” was created. While the “Send-Off Show” at Windsor's Caboto Club was very successful for many years, there was a limitation on the capacity of the hall and its location precluded many of Ontario's chapters from participating. “Can-Am” was envisioned as a whole weekend of activities, not just a “one night” send-off show. “Can-Am” would serve as the annual fund raiser for the international travel fund for both districts. The Kinsmen Hall in Chatham, Ontario was selected as the show site for a number of reasons: it was roughly halfway between Toronto and mid-Michigan; it seats 2000 people with parking for 2500 cars. Kinsmen Auditorium is in the center of a large sports complex with baseball diamonds, tennis courts, pools etc. available for challenges between chapters or choruses.


On June 6, more than 1000 people showed up for Can-Am '87, for almost ten hours of non-stop harmony, culminated by a reunion performance by the 1971 International Quartet Champion, the GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT. Saturday festivities began with a ladies' fashion show in the morning.


At 2:00 pm a massed sing was held in the football stadium next to the auditorium, with 300-500 people filling the air with song. Once everyone was in the auditorium, Chatham's KENT KORDSMEN started things off. Nine quartets and three choruses sang in the afternoon segment of the program with the GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT doing a “warm-up” performance at about 5:30 pm. Supper was served buffet style to almost 700 people in less than an hour by a local caterer. In the evening five hour blockbuster show, another 12 quartets and two choruses appeared on the stage. The GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT ended the program with another remarkable performance. By 12:30 am, everybody was finally satiated with the greatest assembly of singing talent outside of an international convention.

PRIVATE 
Convention resultstc  \l 3 "Convention results"

This spring's competition held in Battle Creek had to be one of the finest—17 choruses and 15 quartets—everyone of them great! The RITZ and TRI-COUNTY CONNEC​TION won the honors to represent the district in Hartford, and the Detroit-Oakland GENTLEMEN SONGSTERS, under the direction of Steve Sutherland, were the district chorus champions.


At the 49th international convention held in Hartford, the INTER​STATE RIVALS Quartet was the first place gold medalist. The WEST TOWNS Chorus from Lombard, Illinois won the chorus competition. As for the Pioneer representa​tives, the RITZ finished sixth and TRI-COUNTY CONNECTION placed forty-fifth in quartet competition. Wayne's RENAISSANCE Chorus, under the direction of Jim Pollard, placed fifteenth.


Back in Battle Creek in the fall, the Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus won the right to represent us at the next international convention to be held in San Antonio. Our 1987 Pioneer District quartet champions are HI-TECH.


PRIVATE 
1988tc  \l 2 "1988"
PRIVATE 
A special tributetc  \l 3 "A special tribute"

Grand Rapids Chapter held a special tribute for three chapter members, Ed Gaikema and Gordy Hall, members of the 1944 international champion HARMONY HALLS Quartet, and Emerson Sperling, a 46-year chapter member and tenor of the PITCH PIPERS. Interviews with the three men and their wives were videotaped, with copies of the tape presented to each man and one copy to the chapter archives.


Also honored posthumously were Roy Hall and Bob Hazenberg, both members of the HARMONY HALLS, who were inducted into the Great Lakes Hall of Fame.

PRIVATE 
Wow! A 50-foot Cake!tc  \l 3 "Wow! A 50-foot Cake!"

April 11, 1988, marked 50 years for our society. How better to celebrate the Golden Anniversary of SPEBSQSA than with a 50-foot long birthday cake! Jim Styer, Battle Creek convention public relations man, dreamed up the idea. The cake was donated by a local bakery for the April 22-24 (spring) convention at the Stouffers Battle Creek Hotel. Plans were to have the cake decorated resembling a long barber pole. An appropriate first cutting of the cake was made by Past International President Darryl Flinn and Pioneer District President Earl Berry. The first piece went to the oldest Pioneer District barbershopper present, Harold McAttee, who had been a member for 48 years.

PRIVATE 
The competition was toughtc  \l 3 "The competition was tough"

The IVY LEAGUE and HI-TECH won the right to represent the Pioneer District at San Antonio in July. In a spirited contest at the spring convention, both quartets dueled through the two sets to win the district honors, with IVY LEAGUE winning by a slight margin (eight points) over HI-TECH. Twelve quartets vied for the honor.


In somewhat of a surprise, the Gratiot County MIDSTATESMEN Chorus took the district chorus championship honors by outpointing 15 other choruses in a superb contest. This is the first time that Gratiot County has ever won the district crown. The Wayne RENAISSANCE Chorus, the continual winner in the past, finished a close second, nine points behind.

PRIVATE 
San Antonio reflectionstc  \l 3 "San Antonio reflections"

Our 50th international anniversary convention was celebrated in high style in San Antonio, Texas, the first week in July, 1988. It was a first-class convention, and most impressive was the cordiality, courteousness, fellowship and dedication of all those who attended. Pioneer District was well represented.


This convention proved golden indeed for Chicago and Dallas as the CHIEFS OF STAFF, from the Chicago area, won the international quartet competition, and Dallas Metro's VOCAL MAJORITY captured its fifth gold chorus medal.



Our chorus, the GREAT LAKES Chorus from Grand Rapids did a fantastic job. Their 14th place finish was honorable, considering they were up against the likes of the great Dallas VOCAL MAJORITY, the Louisville THOROUGHBREDS, the PHOENICIANS from Phoenix and the fabulous DUKES OF HARMONY from Scarborough, Ontario.


In the quartet competition, HI-TECH performed admirably, finishing 37th, and the IVY LEAGUE put on a whale of a show to finish 30th.

PRIVATE 
In memory, Willis A. Diekematc  \l 3 "In memory, Willis A. Diekema"

Willis A. Diekema, composer of the Society's theme song, “Keep America Singing”, died October 27, 1988 at the age of 96. In addition to writing music, he was an arranger and served as a member of the International Board of Directors.


Diekema joined SPEBSQSA as a chapter member of the Holland, Michigan chapter in 1945. In 1947 he became a member of the Society's International Board of Directors.


Diekema was a member of the Society's Song Arrangements Committee in 1946 and 1947 and was chairman of that committee in 1948. The committee evolved into the College of Arrangers and Diekema was named chairman of that group in 1957.


His composition of “Keep America Singing” was introduced at the international convention in Milwaukee in 1947. While Willis and his daughters (his wife Beatrice died October 22, 1988,) lived in Largo, Florida, he also maintained a home in Michigan. A memorial service was held at Hope Church in Holland, Michigan, where Willis had been choir director and a member of the church for 85 years. The Holland Chapter Chorus sang at the service.

PRIVATE 
Fall convention featured first Pioneer District Seniors quartet contesttc  \l 3 "Fall convention featured first Pioneer District Seniors quartet contest"

With so many of Pioneer members being seniors it had to happen! The first district contest for seniors (age 55 and over) was held at the fall convention in Battle Creek, October 15, 1988. The rules were rather simple: contestants must be at least 55; the age of the four quartet members must total 240 years or more; a foursome would qualify, for example, if they have one 55, one 65, and two at 60. It was a fine showcase of talent.


Since this was the first year of the Seniors Quartet contest, the rules were somewhat relaxed. Quartets did not have to be registered with international although it was preferred. Quartets were judged in the same four categories as in regular contests. Trophies were awarded to the top three quartets. The champions were the FOUR FITS (John Wearing, tenor; Russ Seely, lead; Ray McCalpin, bass; and Marv Burke, bari) of Grosse Pionte.

PRIVATE 
New officers electedtc  \l 3 "New officers elected"

Clay Jones was unanimously elected our new district president for 1989 at the House of Delegates meeting during the fall convention in Battle Creek. Michael O'Donnell was moved up to the executive vice president's slot from division III vice president. Two new additions to the Board for 1989 included Dale Mattis, who replaced Mike O'Donnell, and Jack Drennan, who was elected district director of music education. Also elected were incumbents Jack Schneider, secretary; Fran Jones, treasurer; Russ Seely, division I vice president, Byron Davis, division II vice president; Bob Tracy, division IV vice president; Paul Lehmkuhle, division V vice president; and Roger Lewis, director of convention planning.

PRIVATE 
Two inducted into Hall of Fametc  \l 3 "Two inducted into Hall of Fame"

At ceremonies conducted during the House of Delegates meeting, two new names were added to the Pioneer District Hall of Fame. Bob Tracy and Tom Pollard were the two men selected to receive this prestigious award from the district. It was indeed unfortunate that Tom Pollard passed away in September, just a month before he was to receive the award. His wife Gloria and sons Craig and Jim were in attendance to receive the award for Tom posthumously.


[Unfortunately, not much information was available on the Hall of Fame recipients for the years 1985, 1986 and 1987. We do know that Roger Morris from the Milford Chapter received the award in 1985, Francis Jones from the Detroit #1 Chapter was honored in 1986, and J. Emerson Sperling from the Grand Rapids Chapter was named in 1987.]

PRIVATE 
Contest resultstc  \l 3 "Contest results"

Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus won the chorus competition and will represent the Pioneer District at the international chorus contest in July, 1989. The quartet LEGACY (Wendell Pryor, tenor; Denny Gore, lead; Mike McClary, bass; and Clay Shumard, bari) is the Pioneer District champion; COLLECTOR'S CHOICE is the Pioneer District junior quartet champion, and VOCAL GENTRY is the novice quartet champion.

PRIVATE 
In memoriam - Hugh Ingrahamtc  \l 3 "In memoriam - Hugh Ingraham"

One of the finest barbershoppers in the Society, Executive Director Hugh Ingraham passed away Saturday, July 23, 1988. Hugh worked 25 years at our international office, first as director of communications and for the last 11 years as our executive director. Hugh will be remembered for his abilities as a family man, barbershopper, an able administrator, and as a “all around great guy!”


PRIVATE 
1989tc  \l 2 "1989"
PRIVATE 
Two Chapters to celebrate 50-year anniversariestc  \l 3 "Two Chapters to celebrate 50-year anniversaries"

Two of our Pioneer District chapters celebrated 50th anniversaries in 1989; Detroit-Oakland and Grand Rapids. Detroit #1 (merged with Oakland County in 1986) was chartered July 29, 1939 and Grand Rapids on November 1, 1939. Both chapters have been strong representatives of our district over the years. Cumula​tively, including OCC, Detroit-Oakland has represented our district 13 times and Grand Rapids seven times in international chorus competition. Grand Rapids was the first international chorus champion in 1953, the first year of competition. International caliber quartets from these chapters are too numerous to mention, but the HARMONY HALLS from Grand Rapids were our first Society international champions, winning the gold in 1944.


Three other Pioneer chapters celebrated their 45th year anniversaries, including Boyne City, chartered February 1, 1944; Windsor, March 1, 1944; and Wayne, October 12, 1944. Milford celebrated its 40th anniversary, July 25, 1949.

PRIVATE 
Name change for Bush Leaguetc  \l 3 "Name change for Bush League"

Boyne City has thrived, as a part of the Pioneer District, for 45 years. Among the many great promoters of barbershop singing and the backbone of the Boyne City Chapter was Loton Willson. In recognition of his many years of service to Boyne City, and as founder of the acclaimed “Bush League” quartet contest, the membership of the Boyne City Chapter officially approved the renaming of the contest to the Loton Willson “Bush League” contest.


When Boyne City conceived this contest, they certainly were “in the bushes” but they are still alive and thriving. Renaming the “Bush League” contest was their way of recognizing Loton Willson for his many accomplishments in the Pioneer District.

PRIVATE 
IVY LEAGUE, SOUNDS OF TIME to Kansas City— Wayne's RENAISSANCE Chorus new District Chorus Champstc  \l 3 "IVY LEAGUE, SOUNDS OF TIME to Kansas City— Wayne's RENAISSANCE Chorus new District Chorus Champs"

The battle of the quartets for the right to represent the Pioneer District in Kansas City in July was finally settled with the IVY LEAGUE taking top honors, followed closely by a new quartet, SOUNDS OF TIME. Fifteen quartets vied for the honor in Battle Creek, and there wasn't a bad quartet among them.


The Wayne Chapter RENAISSANCE Chorus won their eighth district chorus championship by outscoring the Macomb County HARMONY HERITAGE Chorus by 17 points. Fifteen choruses competed.


The House of Delegates meeting was well attended with numerous awards presented to the various chapters for logopedics and for achievement. Many chapters received several awards. The Bulletin Editor of the Year Awards were presented to Ernie Marlow of the Milford Chapter (first place) and to Les Miller of the Swan Valley Chapter (second place). Dale Hanson of the Boyne City Chapter was presented the area counselor of the year award for 1988.


Other outstanding events which took place at the spring convention were as follows:

    _Alpena was given an award for being the only chapter in the district to achieve 100% retention of membership.

    _The FURNITURE CITY CHORD COMPANY received the Great Lakes Express trophy for the largest contribution to logopedics in 1988—$2,000.

    _The newly created Monroe North Chapter signed up 22 new barber​shoppers and applied for a license on April 10th. They held a licensing show on April 15th aided by their sponsor, the Wayne Chapter, and the Wayne RENAISSANCE Chorus.

PRIVATE 
Jim Styer awarded “Public Relations Officer of the Year” for second consecutive yeartc  \l 3 "Jim Styer awarded “Public Relations Officer of the Year” for second consecutive year"

For the second straight year, Jim Styer of the Battle Creek Chapter received the international “Public Relations Officer of the Year” Award. The prestigious award was announced and presented to him at the just-concluded convention in Kansas City, during the annual meeting of the Public Relations Officers and Bulletin Editors (P.R.O.B.E.).


Styer, who has been very active in running the public relations for the Pioneer District conventions, was awarded the trophy based on his excellent leadership in directing the PR efforts in celebrating the Society's Golden Anniversary celebration at the 1988 spring convention in Battle Creek. At that time he was instrumental in the promotion of the 50th anniversary birthday cake and the attendant publicity connected with the celebration.

PRIVATE 
A rumpus in Kansas Citytc  \l 3 "A rumpus in Kansas City"

Despite the fact that the attendance was down considerably from past years, the competition raised the excitement to a much higher pitch than usual as the quartets and choruses battled for the top honors. The 51st annual convention and contests held in Kansas City over the fourth of July week pitched the elite against the elite in some extraordinarily fine singing. The Alexandria, Virginia HARMONIZERS Chorus and Louisville, Kentucky's SECOND EDITION quartet emerged as the 1989 international champions of barbershop harmony.


Pioneer's IVY LEAGUE ended up in 34th position, with the SOUNDS OF TIME in 40th position. Both quartets sang exceptionally well. The Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus finished in the 15th position out of 16 choruses. All three of our groups deserved a hearty congratulations in the contests. To give you some idea of the closeness of the quartet competition, IVY LEAGUE was only 81 points from making the top twenty, not that far away.

PRIVATE 
Hugh Ingraham Memorial Trophytc  \l 3 "Hugh Ingraham Memorial Trophy"

The new International Quartet Trophy was presented to the winning quartet at the international quartet contest in Kansas City in July 1989. The trophy was the culmination of design ideas from Chuck Sisson, a member of the 1988 International Champion CHIEFS OF STAFF, and Grosse Pointe's Ray Starrette, a separate gold-plated bronze casting of a quartet was yet to be added to the trophy.


The trophy includes room for quartet names to be inscribed for the next 50 years, and on the back has the names of the past 50-year's champions. The trophy replaces the “Ben Landino” trophy which was filled up and retired to the International Archives display in Kenosha. The Landino trophy was named for its creator, Ben Landino, a member of the Grosse Pointe Chapter. It was first awarded to the MID-STATES FOUR in 1949. Since the Grosse Pointe Chapter had contributed to creating the Landino Trophy, Dick Kingdon, baritone in the CHIEFS OF STAFF, contacted Grosse Pointe in December 1988 and asked whether they would be interested in creating a replacement. Chapter member Ray Starrette, creator of the trophy for the senior quartet champion, was assigned to the task. Chuck Sisson, lead of the CHIEFS OF STAFF and a graphic artist, volunteered to assist Starrette in the design. It was soon decided that a quartet should be part of the design. Jim Lan, original lead of the SIDE STREET RAMBLERS and a sculptor in Albuquerque, was commissioned to create the quartet features. Thanks to the efforts of all concerned, everything was completed in time for a presentation in Kansas City. The Grosse Pointe Chapter is to be congratulated for their efforts as the providers of our new International Quartet Trophy.

PRIVATE 
We'll miss the “Bear”tc  \l 3 "We'll miss the “Bear”"

Willis D. `Bear' Butler passed from our midst February 13, 1989. We called him “Mr. Barbershopper”, having been given the title earlier when the Detroit-Oakland Chapter dedicated its 50th anniversary show to him. Bill, who was 73, attended in a wheelchair to receive the applause of the crowd in what was to be his `last hurrah'.


Although weakened by cancer, Bill still managed to appear at De​troit-Oakland's chorus rehearsals where he coached. Troubadour Editor Bob McDermott remembers one of the last things Bill said to him, “I wish I had the strength to yell at them (the chorus) one more time”. Bill was big and gruff but with the biggest heart of anyone around.


Bill began his barbershopping with the Traverse City Chapter in 1948 directing the CHERRYLAND Chorus for five years and also organizing and singing in the CHIEFTANS quartet. Bill moved to Cadillac in 1954 and, in two years, helped increase chapter membership from 27 to 57 members. He moved to Flint in 1956 and was one of the leaders in resurrecting the defunct Flint Chapter. Bill served as president and chorus director while there. In 1960 Bill helped rebuild the Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus where he remained for three years. In 1963 Bill transferred to the Detroit #1 Chapter and directed the MOTOR CITY Chorus for nine years, winning four district championships in addition to taking the chorus to international competition in 1965 and 1967.


In 1976 Bill was appointed chairman of the district Musical Archives Program and served in this position until 1981. At that time, the position of Director of Music Education was created. Bill served as the director of musical education until 1983. During his barbershopping career, Bill was constantly called upon by the Society to teach in various capacities at HEP schools, Harmony College, etc. He also coached several quartets, the most famous being the GREAT LAKES EXPRESS.

PRIVATE 
POWER PLAY, GREAT LAKES sweep the fall conventiontc  \l 3 "POWER PLAY, GREAT LAKES sweep the fall convention"

Fourteen quartets, eighteen choruses and eight senior quartets made the Pioneer District convention and contests one of the finest in years. More than a thousand barbershoppers, wives and families were on hand to witness and enjoy the best that Pioneer District had to offer.


The new district champion quartet POWER PLAY (Jason Oyler, tenor; Michael Slamka, lead; Mark Slamka, bari; and Jack Slamka, bass) from the Macomb County Chapter carried over their fine showing from the Buckeye Invitational in August to prove to the world that this was a quartet to be reckoned with in a contest, and prove it they did.


The second place quartet, CHECKMATE (Bruce LaMarte, tenor; Craig Pollard, lead; Brian Kaufman, bari; and Scott McNutt, bass), representing the Wayne Chapter, put on a tremendous set in the finals, but were unable to overcome the 49 point lead that POWER PLAY had in the semi-finals. Overall, only 20 points separated the two.


The Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus proved to be too much for the rest of the field, wining over the second place Wayne RENAISSANCE Chorus by 46 points. This was the first contest for Grand Rapids with Dale Mattis at the helm.


The second running of the district's Seniors Quartet Contest seemed to be a real hit, not only attracting an audience of about 400 but also bringing in a total of eight competing quartets. The winners were the PRESIDENT'S MEN (Bill Wickstrom, tenor; Jim Stephens, lead; Walt Quick, bass; and District President Clay Jones [hence the name], bari). [Unfortunately, when the quartet's name was inscribed on the record books, it was written down as the PRESIDENT'S OWN; and that is how it will probably remain throughout time.]

PRIVATE 
Harold McAttee—Hall of Famertc  \l 3 "Harold McAttee—Hall of Famer"

The Pioneer District's oldest member, Harold McAttee, was inducted in to the Pioneer District Hall of Fame in Battle Creek on October 21. The award to him was made by District Executive Vice President Mike O'Donnell during the House of Delegates meeting. Harold, a long-time member of the Lansing Chapter, has been a member of the Society for 50 years. He is particularly remembered for singing in the SONGMASTERS, a quartet of great renown during the 1940's. Although the quartet had some changes of personnel, Harold was the mainstay of the quartet all during this period, culminating in a fine fourth place medalist finish at the international convention in Buffalo in 1949.


PRIVATE 
1990tc  \l 2 "1990"
PRIVATE 
District Officers realigned; Clay Jones and Fran Jones resign due to job changestc  \l 3 "District Officers realigned; Clay Jones and Fran Jones resign due to job changes"

Clay Jones, district president-elect for 1990, announced his resignation due to a job change which took him to Crystal Lake, Illinois. Fran Jones, district treasurer, was transferred to Wichita Falls, Texas. Both of these gentlemen will be sorely missed.


Replacing Clay as district president was the former Executive Vice President Mike O'Donnell. Roger Lewis assumed the duties of executive vice-president, relinquishing his job as director of convention planning and special events to Mike Cirrito of the Lansing Chapter.


Replacing Fran Jones as treasurer was Stan Williams, also of the Lansing Chapter. He is employed in accounting with the State of Michigan and is well qualified for the job.

PRIVATE 
Detroit loses in valiant bid for '94 international conventiontc  \l 3 "Detroit loses in valiant bid for '94 international convention"

Despite a valiant effort on the part of SMAC (Southeast Michigan Association of Chapters) organization and the Metropolitan Convention Bureau, our bid to host the 1994 international convention in Detroit was turned down by the International Board at the Tucson midwinter convention in favor of Pittsburgh. The final tally on the second round of voting was 14 for Pittsburgh and 10 for Detroit. Atlanta had been eliminated in the first round. The meeting took place during the week of January 24-28, 1990.


The convention bid team was headed up by Bob McDermott, Earl Berry and Bill Warner representing SMAC and Rick Moses and Bill McLaughlin, who represented the convention bureau. A solid business package was presented to the Board, but most of them apparently preferred Pittsburgh. Past International President John Gillespie was also present to help represent the district.

PRIVATE 
Junior quartet contesttc  \l 3 "Junior quartet contest"

The Pioneer District Board of Directors, at its December Board meeting, approved the proposed district junior quartet contest to be held during the spring convention in April. The proposal was put together by Director of Music Education Jim Stephens and Bob McDermott, to encourage the formation of junior quartets in the district. While the idea of high school quartet contests is not new, it is the first time they were sponsored by the Pioneer District. The contest will be held under Young Men in Harmony (YMIH) guidelines.


The major emphasis of the program is to acquaint young singers to four-part harmony. It is also designed to acquaint high school choir directors with the barbershop style of music.

PRIVATE 
Pioneer celebrates 50th anniversary during spring conventiontc  \l 3 "Pioneer celebrates 50th anniversary during spring convention"

Jim Styer, district communication officer, planned several events during the spring convention, April 27-29, 1990, to celebrate Pioneer's 50th birthday. The special guest was Betty Ann Cash, daughter of Society founder O.C. Cash. An avid barbershopper fan, Betty participated in many convention festivities.


The convention featured a booth with birthday cards, sent by members throughout the Society, displayed prominently in the lobby of convention headquarters. Also featured was an historical exhibit coordinated by Bob McDermott. This exhibit was also on display a week later at the State Historical Museum in Lansing.

PRIVATE 
On the contest scenetc  \l 3 "On the contest scene"

Twelve quartets vied for the right to represent the district at the interna​tional contest in San Francisco in July. POWER PLAY and the IVY LEAGUE qualified with fine scores of 1861 and 1858, respectively. No other quartet was able to attain the 1828 points needed to enable them to qualify for the internation​al competition.


To the surprise of hardly anybody, the Macomb County HARMONY HERITAGE Chorus took the top honors in the district chorus contest. The chorus, under the direction of Bob Hartly (who took over as director just three weeks prior to the contest), proved to the district that they are to be reckoned with in the fall preliminaries as they presented a beautiful package. The Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus, our representatives to the international chorus contest in San Francisco, ended up in second place, with the Detroit-Oakland GENTLE​MEN SONGSTERS placing third. All in all, the chorus competition was quite competitive, with all of the 15 choruses singing well. 


PRIVATE 
Many Pioneer District chapters celebrated anniversa​ries in 1990tc  \l 3 "Many Pioneer District chapters celebrated anniversa​ries in 1990"

The following chapters in the district celebrated significant anniversaries during 1990.


CHAPTER
ANNIVERSARIES
CHARTER DATE

Saginaw
50 Years
Sept.
28, 1940


Muskegon
50 Years
Oct.
1, 1940


Lansing**
50 Years
Dec.
7, 1940


Grosse Pointe
45 Years
June
25, 1945


Holland
45 Years
Dec.
31, 1945


Battle Creek
35 Years
Oct.
5, 1955


Clinton Valley
15 Years
Aug.
14, 1975


Coldwater
10 Years
Mar.
27, 1980

[** An error exists in Kenosha's records. Lansing was chartered in September 1939. They were one the four chapters who helped organize the district on June 8, 1940.]

PRIVATE 
Loton Willson passes awaytc  \l 3 "Loton Willson passes away"

The father of the “Bush League” quartet contest, Loton Willson of Boyne City, passed away May 14, 1990 suffering from prostate cancer. Loton was born in Kalamazoo in 1907 and moved to Boyne City when he was three years old.


A long time member of the Pioneer District, Loton was one of the first area Governors (now called Area Counselors) in our district when he was appointed to this position in 1949. In 1951 Loton assumed the duties of district vice president. In May 1954 Loton was elected president of the district; serving for one year. He declined serving a second year because of the cost and time involved.


Loton originated the first novice quartet contest in the district. It was appropriately renamed the “Loton C. Willson `Bush League' quartet contest” by his home chapter, Boyne City. Loton, incidentally, founded the Boyne City Chapter in February 1944. Loton was inducted into the Pioneer District Hall of Fame in 1974.

PRIVATE 
In memoriam, Bob Mulligantc  \l 3 "In memoriam, Bob Mulligan"

The Pioneer District lost one of its former district quartet champions and contest judge when Bob Mulligan succumbed to a heart attack on July 2, 1990, at his home in Garden City, Michigan. Bob sang tenor with the 1964 district champions, the TREBLESHOOTERS. He was also very much involved in the Society's music judging program, serving as a stage presence judge since becoming certified in 1970.


Bob had been a member of the Detroit #1 (now Detroit-Oakland) since the early fifties singing with the MOTOR CITY Chorus for many years. While not active with the chorus in recent years, he remained close to the chapter.

PRIVATE 
Highlights of San Franciscotc  \l 3 "Highlights of San Francisco"

The international convention in San Francisco was held during the first part of July and produced some excellent contests which will live in memory for a long time to come. The contests took place in the Cow Palace.


In the quartet competition, the ACOUSTIX quartet from the Dallas Metro and Dallas Town North, Texas, chapters edged the NATURALS in the final quartet contest set to win the gold medal. The NATURALS from the Cincinnati Western Hills, Ohio Chapter had led through the first two sessions, but ended up in third place. The 139TH STREET quartet moved into second place by five points with a tremendous final set. Rounding out the top five medalists were the RITZ in fourth place and BANK STREET in fifth. Some indication of how close this contest was is indicated by the scores of the top five—only 59 points separating them.


Pioneer District representative quartets didn't fare quite so well. POWER PLAY, in their first appearance on the international stage, finished 39th in the field of 51. The IVY LEAGUE finished in a disappointing 50th position, far below the capability of this quartet. 


A real donnybrook ensued in the chorus contest when the Foothill Cities, California, MASTERS OF HARMONY Chorus walked off with the chorus championship. The chorus tied in actual score with the Louisville, Kentucky, THOROUGHBREDS Chorus, but was awarded first place. This was decided by their better sound score, the determinent in the case of such ties.


It was unfortunate that the Pioneer District representative in the chorus contest, the Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus finished in seventeenth place. The chorus was only able to must 43 members for the long trip to the coast, and this certainly had some effect on their performance. It was a gallant effort on the part of Dale Mattis and his crew, as we know they gave it their very best under the circumstances.

PRIVATE 
Battle Creek happeningstc  \l 3 "Battle Creek happenings"

The Pioneer District fall convention and contests held in Battle Creek October 20-21, 1990, proved to be both exciting and interesting. The number of quartets (10) and choruses (11) competing, although down from previous contests, still produced some find barbershop sounds, and the district can be extremely proud of all of them.


The CHECKMATE quartet from the Wayne Chapter rule as the kings of barbershoppers in the Pioneer District for 1990-91. They were crowned Pioneer District champions in on of the most warmly contested quartet contests this district has seen in quite a while. In the overall totals CHECKMATE ended up with a grand total of 1767 points, 109 points ahead of the BLUE RIBBON COALI​TION from the Gratiot County Chapter, and 113 ahead of BROADCAST from the Flint, Grosse Pointe and Macomb County Chapters.


Macomb County's HARMONY HERITAGE Chorus, under the direction of Jack Slamka, executed brilliantly in their Irish songs to score 903, 40 points higher than their nearest rivals, the Wayne Chapter RENAISSANCE Chorus, under their new director and Pioneer District DME Jim Stephens. The Holland WINDMILL Chorus, under the direction of Myke Lucas, missed the second place spot by a mere two points. Their “soft shoe” routine with their wooden clodhop​pers proved very popular with the audience.


The third annual district seniors quartet contest attracted six quartets willing to strut their stuff. The winning foresome was SENIOR CLASS (Bill Wickstrom, tenor; Don Stewart, lead; Lee Hanson, bass; and Jim Stephens, bari).

PRIVATE 
Joe Barbershopper Chorustc  \l 3 "Joe Barbershopper Chorus"

A “Joe Barbershopper” chorus was formed to be the “mike testers” for the international chorus preliminaries in Battle Creek in October. The chorus was formed for district members whose chapter has elected not to compete in the preliminaries, and would not otherwise have a chance to sing on stage in Battle Creek.

PRIVATE 
Two inducted into Pioneer District Hall of Fametc  \l 3 "Two inducted into Pioneer District Hall of Fame"

Bob McDermott and Russ Seely were inducted into the Pioneer District Hall of Fame at the House of Delegates meeting held during the fall convention in Battle Creek, on October 21, 1990. Russ, a 35-year barbershopper, has sung with three district quartet champions and competed on the international stage eight times. He has directed the Grosse Pointe LAKESHORE Chorus for 21 years. He has held most of the chapter offices from president to bulletin editor. He has also served as an area counselor, hospitality chairman and district vice president, a post he held for the past several years. Russ is particularly proud of his part in developing the Mark Roberts Award (the International Senior Quartet Trophy) and the Hugh Ingraham International Quartet Trophy.


PRIVATE 
Epiloguetc  \l 2 "Epilogue"

To conclude, we find it appropriate to include Bob's own thoughts relative to Pioneer District, as found in the October-November 1989 Troubadour: 


“I believe that the Pioneer District is one of the best run districts in the Society. I think that is due to the fact that we have been blessed for fifty years with a lot of men of vision, beginning with Carroll Adams right on through Clay Jones. Every time this district has declined somewhat, up pops some more leaders with the forbearance and knowledge to pick it back up again. WE have a lot of talent in this district, believe me. Even our past officers who have served the district well are still willing to help in any situation. Administratively, we've always been strong; and we are growing a lot stronger musically as well.”
