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PRIVATE 
The TEMPLE Quartettc  \l 3 "The TEMPLE Quartet"

An interesting story appeared in the January 1966 issue of the Trouba​dour, penned by the then Dis​trict Historian Duane Mosier. It con​cerned a historical profile of one of our early Mich​igan barbershop pioneers, Phil​ip Stinson of the Detroit #1 Chapter. Here Duane relates the story:


“Search the international, district or any chapter records and you will not find when Philip Mackinley Stinson started singing barbershop harmony. The reason is obvi​ous. It was many years before SPEBSQSA was born. He will tell you it was a good twenty years and his own re​cords will prove it. The writer has enjoyed perusing his old scrapbooks filled with early photos, programs, and newspaper com​ments when Phil and his two broth​ers, Bill and Gordon, sang under the cognomen of the TUX TRIO every week with the Red Apple Club over radio station WCX, fore​runner of station WJR in Detroit. This was in 1925 when the Red Applers were a prime entertainment feature of the radio station. The family trio shared the program as long as the club remained on the air. That was only the public start for Phil.


“The real start must go back, however, many years to Toronto where Phil was born in 1899 of parents who were both musicians of the highest rank and station. It was natural, then, that music was a gifted legacy that has been part of his life ever since. His father advertised himself as `Professor Stinson, teacher of vocal (Italian method) instrumental music, theory, counterpoint, etc.' even banjo and elocution. Young Mack, as Phil was then known, took part in many of the entertainments put on by various organizations of the city. This was preliminary to what he envisioned when he looked across the river and saw greener pastures in business opportunity in the fast growing auto metropolis. At the age of 23 Phil pulled stakes and migrated to Detroit. He soon became affiliated with the Temple Baptist Church, taking part in choir work and other musical activities of the church. He also became active in many of the masonic lodges, meeting in the then new Masonic Temple. It was here that Phil realized his great desire to sing four part harmony with three other guys.


“With an ear directed towards every corner of the temple where the sound of music might come from, he discovered Dean McComb a lead, Carl Picard a tenor and Dan Apel a bass, every man a soloist in a Detroit church. All they needed was a baritone. Phil was Johnny on the spot. The TEMPLE QUARTET was born. Their fame rose high and wide. Demands for their talent came thick and fast, so much so that in 1926 they were induced to accept an invitation from radio station WWJ to put on a half hour show every week which they did for a year, singing the old barbershop songs, the programs being emceed by none other than Ty Tyson who always gave them a good buildup. Some of their numbers were taken from a book, entitled `Barber Shop Ballads' edited and arranged by the late Sigmund Spaeth in 1925.


“While Phil and his brothers were regular contributors on WCX, the TEMPLE QUARTET also appeared on many occasions. This was the era when barbershop quartet singing made a popular public appeal. Ever keen to sense what the public wanted was B.F. Keith whose vaudeville theaters were scattered in nearly all the large cities. Many will remember the old Temple Theatre on Randolph Street where only the best in vaudeville was presented. In 1925 Keith hit upon the idea of a male quartet contest in all his playhouses. During the week of October 14 the local contest was staged, the winner to go to Cleveland to compete in a regional contest; the winner there to go to New York for the finals. Listed here are the local competing quartets. The TEMPLE QUARTET, The SUNSET FOUR, MICHIGAN ELECTRO​TYPE QUARTET, CLARK AND JACKSON QUARTET, METRO HARMONY FOUR, WAYNE COUNTY QUARTET, FOURTH CITY FOUR (listing Hal Bauer of CLEF DWELLER fame, no less), and the WOLVERINE QUARTET. Judges were the music editors of the Detroit papers. Phil frankly admits that the TEMPLE QUARTET did not secure the contract. It is a tribute to their popularity that the TEMPLE QUARTET stuck together for ten years singing their way into the hearts of people everywhere.


“Phil's love for barbershopping came into full flower in 1939 when he joined the Detroit No. 1 Chapter. Choruses were unknown then but quartets flourished and he soon was the bari in the MOTOR CITY FOUR with Gene Jenkins tenor, brother Bill lead and Harold Wright bass. It was an active quartet for years. MOTOR CITY FOUR was the guest quartet at the founding of the Windsor Chapter and was instrumental in forming the Hamtramck Chapter which later folded.


“Noteworthy of his great interest in barbershopping was his effort, single handed, to promote a sound film in color that would interest the public in our form of harmony. Through a friend who had contact with a New York booking agency, the idea was submitted and accepted. The Society's top quartets were to be used for sound while the color effect would display them singing. Phil submitted the sound film to Carroll Adams, then executive secretary of SPEBSQSA, who approved the idea. Either one of two nationally known companies, Kraft Cheese or Coca Cola, was ready to sponsor the program. However, when the plan was submitted to the International Board, meeting in Toledo, the plan was turned down. Twenty years later they considered the same idea Phil advanced back in 1948.


“After Northwest Area Chapter was organized by Carroll Adams in 1946, Phil transferred his membership to that chapter which was near his home. Elected President three times and a board member many times Phil had been a strong influence in promoting the hobby we love so well.”
PRIVATE 
Chapter Officer Training School starts 1966 off with an interesting sessiontc  \l 3 "Chapter Officer Training School starts 1966 off with an interesting session"

1966 started off with a bang in the Michigan District with a District Board meeting being held in conjunction with the district Chapter Officer Training School. These events were held at the Fort Shelby Hotel in downtown Detroit on January 7-8, 1966. At the Board meeting, new President Eric Schultz held the gavel as the Board debated the changing of the boundaries of the district zones. The status of the Three Rivers and Oscoda County Chapters was then reviewed, both being on associate chapter status and in danger of having their charters revoked by the international office because of failure to maintain a membership of 25. After a thorough discussion in which Vice President Vande Zande spoke on behalf of the Three Rivers Chapter and John Handrich on behalf of the Oscoda County Chapter, it was voted a further extension of time be requested for these chapters to regain charter status.


The Chapter Officer Training School, held the following day, Saturday, featured a morning session which was devoted to a discussion of Internal Revenue Service rulings and other tax matters and was presided over by Chet Fox of the international office. The afternoon sessions were divided into separate classes for the respective offices. Chet Fox presided over the classes for chapter presidents, Charles Sherwood for membership vice presidents, Eric Schultz for program vice presidents and Louis R. Harrington for secretaries and treasurers.


The event concluded with a general assembly at which several matters of general concern were discussed. Approximately 70 men attended the sessions, which were pronounced highly productive.

PRIVATE 
The beginning of the “Travelin' Brown Jug”tc  \l 3 "The beginning of the “Travelin' Brown Jug”"

One of the great district traditions was instituted in 1965 and is still going strong, and that is the Oakland County “Travelin' Brown Jug.” Originated by Dick Liddicoatt of OCC, the idea was for one chapter to pass the jug on to another through inter-chapter visitations, with the chapters contributing money into the jug based on the attendance count at the time of the visitation. The money accumu​lates in the jug as it is passed from chapter to chapter. The tradition is that whichever chapter holds the jug on the first Friday in June of each year, must return it at the annual “Jug Night” held by Oakland County (Detroit-Oakland, now). The money is then divided up between the quartets that will represent the district at the international competition that year, with an additional stipend added by Detroit-Oakland. It's been a great fund raiser over the years, has inspired some tremendous inter-chapter visitations, and provides for a great fun night when it is returned, since both quartets must be present to accept the funds. The jug has traveled all over the district over the years, and has probably raised some $12,000 for our representative quartets from when it was inaugurated until the present.

PRIVATE 
Spring contest sponsored by Detroit and Dearborntc  \l 3 "Spring contest sponsored by Detroit and Dearborn"

In March of 1966, O.B. Falls was the contest and judging chairman. At the time the district was still using a single panel of judges; and for the spring convention, scheduled for Dearborn, the judges assigned were primarily from the district itself (Loton Willson, VE; Tom Groves, HA; and Cliff McLean, SP). Only two judges were from other districts, including Rush Wyman, B&B, from Akron, Ohio, and Sherman Crawford, ARR, from Denver, Colorado. The cost for the judging panel ($700) was being borne by the host chapter of the district convention. This became a discussion item at the District Board meeting held in March.


At the Board meeting, held on March 21 at the Dearborn Inn in Dearborn, it was announced that the Three Rivers Chapter had been reinstated due to the fact that international headquarters was not aware of efforts by the chapter to retain the minimum number required to maintain their charter. Membership being the key item discussed, it was emphasized that efforts should be made to contact members of suspended chapters to persuade them back into active chapters. It was brought out that several outstanding past district and international officers no longer held membership because their chapters were no longer in existence.

PRIVATE 
Big convention held in Dearborntc  \l 3 "Big convention held in Dearborn"

“Sing into Spring” was the theme of the regional convention sponsored by the Detroit #1 and Dearborn Chapters on April 29-30, 1966. The international preliminary quartet contest drew a field of twelve contestants, with the AUTO TOWNERS (Rehkop, Van Tassell, Bostick, and Dahlke) and the FOUR-FITS (Wearing, Seely, McCalpin, and Burke) winning the right to represent the district at the upcoming international contest in Chicago. The TREBLESHOOTERS (B. Smith, Winters, Jorgensen, and Mulligan) were declared the alternates. The appearance of the CLOSE CHORDERS (Gene Bulka, tenor; Ron DuMonthier, lead; Tony Scooros, bari, and Norm Thompson, bass) was marred by a 70-point time penalty in the first round which bumped them down from second place to fourth place and lost them a trip to Chicago. Other quartets appearing included the WONDERLADS, MOTOR CITY SLICKERS, KEY RINGS, IMPERIALS, AFTERSHAVES, AGING FOUR, COUNTRY GENTLEMEN, and the MELLO AIRES.


Twelve choruses vied for the Michigan District chorus championship, with the MOTOR CITY Chorus under the direction of Bill Butler reigning supreme. The Kalamazoo MALL CITY Chorus, under the direction of Burt Szabo, finished second with the Oakland County BARBERY HOST Chorus, under the direction of Dick Liddicoatt, finishing third. Other chorus competitors in their order of finish included Saginaw, Grand Rapids, Holland, Grosse Pointe, Fruit Belt, Utica-Rochester, Holly-Fenton, Sault Ste. Marie and Milford.


The convention was well attended, with Past International President Wayne Foor attending as the international representative. The evening show featured the Muskegon PORT CITY Chorus, the district's international representative chorus to Chicago, singing three songs on the evening show.


The annual Boyne City “Bush League” contest and show was held in Boyne City on May 14, 1966, with the RAFTER RINGERS from Grand Rapids the winners followed by the KASUAL D'S from Muskegon in second and the CROSSTOWNERS from Saginaw in third. Gene Gillem was named “King of the Bush League” for 1966.


The “Song of the Year” for 1966 was introduced by Roger Craig, the composer and arranger, and was published in the May 1966 Troubadour. It was titled “The Singing's Fun in Michigan” and proved to be a very popular song among Michigan barbershoppers, and it was heard throughout the district continually.

PRIVATE 
Summer events keep barbershoppers busytc  \l 3 "Summer events keep barbershoppers busy"

There were a lot of summer events which kept many of our chapters extremely active. In addition to the annual Detroit #1 Chapter's Bob-Lo Moonlight Cruise, which always attracted a lot of Detroit area barbershoppers, there was the annual Lansing Chapter `Fish Fry.' This event was held each year at the Ingham County Conservation Club in Lansing, and featured not only a fantastic fish fry, but a chorus and quartet contest which drew barbershoppers from chapters all over the district. [I can remember, as a member of the Oakland County Chapter, getting aboard a chartered bus to make the trip to Lansing. It was continuous singing and fun for everyone who attended.]


Another extremely popular event was the Pontiac Chapter's annual Corn and Kielbasa Bash which was held at Pontiac member Norm Schram's spread on Galoway Lake. In 1966 better than a hundred area barbershoppers attended the big bash, and featured the WONDERLADS from Utica-Rochester and the CONCHORDS, a new quartet from OCC. This event generally was held in late August when the fresh picked corn was available, and I can remember the huge pile of corn and the delicious kielbasa available to attendees, and especially the quartet singing which took place in almost every nook and cranny around the area. It was events of this nature which really kept barbershoppers coming back for more. A similar event was staged by the Wayne Chapter at Hill Andrew's farm each year, and always drew a lot of enthusiastic barbershoppers. Summer time was fun time in the district!

PRIVATE 
ADVANCE \D 7.20
THE AUTO TOWNERS - 1966 INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONS

ADVANCE \Y 316.80
L to R: Carl Dahlke,bass; Clint Bostick,bari; Al Rehkop,tenor, and Glenn Van Tassell,lead.
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PRIVATE 
AUTO TOWNERS win international championshiptc  \l 3 "AUTO TOWNERS win international championship"

The Arien Crown Theatre in McCormick Place in Chicago, Illinois, was the scene for the 28th international convention and contest, and what a contest it turned out to be! The AUTO TOWNERS (with a score of 6817) outdueled the FOUR RASCALS (6723), the FOUR STATESMEN (6595), the GOLDEN STATERS (6516), and the SUNDOWNERS (6409), to win the international championship and become the second Michigan District quartet to take the international crown. The quartet was composed of Clint Bostick, baritone; Carl Dahlke, bass; Glenn Van Tassell, lead, and Alvin Rehkop, tenor. From the first time they walked on stage at the Arien Crown Theatre in their gold dusters, caps, goggles and black driving gloves and blended their voices as only the AUTO TOWNERS can, giving their best in the song written and arranged by the tenor Al Rehkop, “In My Brand New Automobile,” everyone knew that here was a quartet not to be denied.


When it was finally all over and the RASCALS drew the number two spot, everyone knew that the winners had to be the AUTO TOWNERS. With a standing ovation and cheers the AUTO TOWNERS came out of the wings to be congratulated by the retiring champs, the FOUR RENEGADES. Things blurred somewhat for the next couple of minutes, but after wiping the tears away, everything seemed clear again, as it did to over 5000 barbershoppers and their wives. The Michigan District was justly proud of the AUTO TOWNERS for bringing the championship to the Michigan District.


The other Michigan quartet representative, the FOUR-FITS finished a respectable 39th out of a field of 45 quartets. In the chorus contest dominated by Jim Miller and the Louisville THOROUGHBREDS, the PORT CITY Chorus from Muskegon, under the direction of Al Burgess, finished 15th out of the 15 choruses competing.

PRIVATE 
Ann Arbor hosts Zone 1 Association Meetingtc  \l 3 "Ann Arbor hosts Zone 1 Association Meeting"

On Friday, July 29, the Ann Arbor Chapter hosted all chapters in Zone 1 of the Michigan District in an attempt to form a united viable association of chapters to make it possible for bidding for an international convention in Zone 1. In addition, it was hoped the association would foster better inter-chapter cooperation, promote more barbershop interest in the zone and increase the enthusiasm among the membership. This was the first attempt at this sort of an organization in the Detroit area, and over the years has more or less been continued with the Southeast Michigan Association of Chapters (S.M.A.C.) as we know it now. The original intent was for the meeting to move through all of the chapters on a once a month basis.

PRIVATE 
Holland hosts great fall conventiontc  \l 3 "Holland hosts great fall convention"

The Holland Chapter hosted the Michigan District on October 1-2, 1966. The CLOSE CHORDERS from the Detroit, Milford, Redford and Oakland County Chapters edged out the CROSSTOWNERS from the Saginaw-Bay Chapter to take the district quartet championship for 1966-67. The CLOSE CHORDERS included Tony Scooros, baritone; Norm Thompson, bass; Ron DuMonthier, lead, and Gene Bulka, tenor. Only 29 points separated the top two quartets, giving us some idea of how close the competition was, with the third place KASUAL-D'S from Muskegon only 19 points behind them.


In the chorus competition, Bill Butler directed the Detroit #1 Chapter MOTOR CITY Chorus to victory, out scoring seven other choruses to win the right to represent the district at the international convention to be held in Boston in 1967. A surprising Oakland County chorus finished second, followed by the Saginaw, Kalamazoo, Wayne, Monroe, Lansing and Jackson Chapters.


At the annual meeting of the House of Delegates held in conjunction with the convention the election of officers was held, with a unanimous ballot being cast for the nominated slate. These included Eric Schultz, president; Vice Presidents E.E. “Pat” Ryan, Zone 1; Dr. James Sell, Zone 2; Dr. Stuart Anderson, Zone 3; Gene Gillem, Zone 4; Treasurer, R. J. Schied, and Secretary, Louis R. Harrington.


In other business, the motion by the Dearborn Chapter to have the chorus competition rules changed so that the international representative would be chosen in the spring of the year rather than the fall was tabled. Achievement Awards were presented to the winners—Detroit in the Gold Division and Lansing in the Silver Division. James Steedman, the international president-elect, addressed the assembly and complimented the district for its activities for the past year.


In October of 1966, Jack Oonk, the editor of the Troubadour, announced his resignation as editor due to job circumstances. A plea was placed in the Troubadour for a replacement, but none was forthcoming by the end of the year. As a result, there was no Troubadour published in the early part of 1967. Pete Elkins, of the Grand Rapids Chapter, took over the editorship about April of 1967, but apparently had problems as he only published three issues during the 1967 year.


It was announced at the end of November that the Northwest Chapter, which was organized in 1947 by Carroll P. Adams, had fallen on hard times and decided to merge with the Oakland County Chapter. In its twenty years of existence, the Northwest Chapter had many notable members on its roster, including Bob Hafer, who succeeded Adams as the executive director of the Society, Bill Otto of the international office, and Duane Mosier, the long-time district historian. The merger was completed in December with both chapters voting to accept the merger.


PRIVATE 
1967tc  \l 2 "1967"
PRIVATE 
1967 happeningstc  \l 3 "1967 happenings"

The spring convention was held in Jackson, Michigan, on April 15-16, 1967. Although information is rather sparse about this convention, in the international preliminary quartet contest, eleven quartets competed for the right to represent the district at the upcoming international convention in Los Angeles. The CLOSE CHORDERS and the SHARPLIFTERS were selected to represent the district, followed closely by the KASUAL D'S, EVERSHARPS, FORE-SOME, BEAN TOWN FOUR, and the FORE-TUNE TELLERS in that order. The SHARPLIFTERS from the Detroit and Wayne Chapters included Bill Wickstrom, tenor; Joe Coburn, lead; John Seemann, bari, and Mike Mudgett, bass.


In the chorus competition, fourteen choruses competed with the Wayne WONDER​LAND Chorus, directed by Gordy Limburg taking the 1967 district chorus champion​ship, followed closely by the Oakland County BARBERY HOST Chorus under the direction of Dick Liddicoatt.

PRIVATE 
EVERSHARPS take Boyne “Bush League” contesttc  \l 3 "EVERSHARPS take Boyne “Bush League” contest"

At the annual Boyne City “Bush League” novice quartet contest, the EVERSHARPS from the Saginaw Chapter were crowned the 1967 “Bush League” champions. The quartet included Frank Bateson, tenor; Bob Glover, lead; Bill Dolezal, bari, and Len Johnson, bass.

PRIVATE 
A tribute to Thurlo “Red” Masterstc  \l 3 "A tribute to Thurlo “Red” Masters"

On May 7, the district lost one of its greatest advocates when Thurlo G. “Red” Masters passed away at the age of 65. “Red” was a former international board member (1944-45) and a veteran Detroit #1 Chapter member. He was the victim of an unfortunate accident while working for the Ford Motor Company which left him completely paralyzed for the past 40 years. He traveled to many international conventions in a specially constructed automobile in which his bed and chair could be easily handled. A former DECREPIT officer, Masters seldom missed a chapter meeting and often had his numerous barbershop friends as house guests. A barber's chair and a rack of shaving mugs, part of his rumpus room collection, were donated to the Society and are now on display at the Heritage Hall Museum in Kenosha. If you have a chance to visit this museum at Harmony Hall, be sure to examine this fine display.


On May 19, 1967, the Milford Chapter instituted its first annual mini-chorus contest, with an Oakland County mini-chorus under the direction of Al Davenport besting six other area chapter mini-choruses. Also in May of 1967, the Saginaw Chapter and the newly licensed Bay City Chapter merged to become the Saginaw-Bay Chapter.

PRIVATE 
FOUR STATESMEN and DAPPER DANS reigntc  \l 3 "FOUR STATESMEN and DAPPER DANS reign"

The international convention was held in Los Angeles, California, during the week of July 3-8, 1967. The FOUR STATESMEN outpointed the WESTERN CONTINENTALS for the overall championship in a close contest. The Michigan quartets competing were both first time international competitors, but they did surprisingly well despite this. The SHARPLIFTERS finished a commendable 27th while the CLOSE CHORDERS didn't do quite as well, finishing 43rd out of the 45 quartets competing. ABC News covered the convention nationally. One of the three quartets appearing were the SHARPLIFTERS from the Detroit #1 Chapter, the other two being the 1965 Champion FOUR RENEGADES and the Land O' Lakes representatives, the ELLEFSON BROTHERS. International President Jim Steedman was also interviewed by ABC national news.


In the chorus contest held on July 8, 1967, the DAPPER DANS OF HARMONY from Livingston, New Jersey, outsang fourteen other choruses to take the championship. The Detroit MOTOR CITY Chorus under the direction of Bill Butler finished in twelfth place despite an excellent overall performance.

PRIVATE 
Harrisville Labor Day Weekend was taking offtc  \l 3 "Harrisville Labor Day Weekend was taking off"

Harrisville, Michigan, was really beginning to become a mecca for Michigan area barbershoppers in 1967. Chapters such as Wayne, Grosse Pointe, Saginaw, Oakland County and Flint were beginning to have large contingents of members camping out over the festive weekend, and songfests around bonfires into the wee hours of the evening were not unusual. John Smith and Tom Pollard from the Wayne Chapter were two of the big organizers, although other chapters were beginning to play a larger role with planned events of all kinds for the kids and the grown-ups. The event was capped off on Sunday usually with a big parade of quartets and choruses for the delight of the attendees and the villagers from the area. The city of Harrisville declared itself the `Barbershop Capital of Michigan' and displayed banners in the streets welcoming barbershoppers for the weekend. It was truly an outstanding event.

PRIVATE 
The fall convention in Windsor presented some surprisestc  \l 3 "The fall convention in Windsor presented some surprises"

The annual fall convention was held in Windsor, Ontario, Canada, the weekend of October 13-15, 1967, with 14 quartets and 12 choruses assembled for the big contest sing-out. In the quartet competition to determine the new district champion quartet, the SHARPLIFTERS proved to be unbeatable, as they outdistanced the second place HARMONY HOUNDS followed by the WONDER LADS, EVERSHARPS, HUSTLERS, KASUAL D'S, BEAN TOWN FOUR, NOTATIONS, ARBOR TRADERS, FORE-SOME, TWILIGHTERS, INNKEEPERS, EMERALD TONES and the SAFE COMBINATION.


The chorus contest proved to be quite a surprise. The Oakland County Chapter BARBERY HOST Chorus had just taken on Carl Dahlke as their new chorus director. I can vividly remember the scene in the warm-up room at that particular contest, as follows:


“The Detroit MOTOR CITY Chorus, under the direction of Bill Butler, was the odds on favorite to win the contest and repeat their international convention representation of the previous year. Carl Dahlke, who was quite a psychologist in his way, had us dress in our black rented tuxes earlier in the morning. Knowing that the warm-up room would be almost directly below where the Detroit chorus was dressing (they were located on a balcony surrounding the warm-up room at Cleary Auditorium), he had us line up and start singing our contest set at the same time they were dressing in the overhead balcony. The acoustics were excellent, and the Detroit members were stunned by the fine sound being produced by the Oakland County chorus as they sang `Where the Red, Red, Roses Grow.' In short, it took the wind out of their sails, and Oakland County went on to win the contest by a narrow margin of just five points.”

The Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus finished a close third, but this contest marked the first of a long series of contest wins for the Oakland County Chapter in the next few years.


At the annual fall meeting of the House of Delegates held at the Norton-Palmer Hotel in Windsor on October 13, 1967, Lowell Wolfe, chairman of the Service Project Committee (Logopedics), reported on plans for a benefit show to be held at the Battle Creek Kellogg Auditorium in June. In other business, the Achievement Award Committee, headed by Ted Verway, presented the Achieve​ment Awards for 1966 to Oakland County in the Gold Division and Flint in the Silver Division. It was at this meeting that the district by-laws were amended to add an additional first vice-president to the Board. An amendment was made to make it effective in May of 1968, and that such vice president would be elected annually. The annual election of officers was held with Gene Gillem elected president; E.E. Ryan, vice president-zone 1; Emerson Sperling, vice president-zone 2; Tom Damm, vice president-zone 3; Ron Gillies, vice president-zone 4; R.J. Schied, district treasurer, and Louis R. Harrington, secretary.


At the District Board meeting held in Lansing on October 29, 1967, the Board approved a new award plan for the district chorus contest held each spring; first, second and third place will be presented with awards; second, a junior chorus award will be made to the next highest scoring chorus from a chapter that has never won a district championship (once won, can't repeat for five years), and third, a novice chorus championship was to be awarded to the next ranked chorus from a chapter that had never won any position whatsoever.


During President Eric Schultz's reign, two new chapters were chartered, those being Big Rapids and Traverse City (May 24, 1967), and Owosso, Cadillac, Cedarville, Tecumseh and Grand Haven were licensed. Eventually, Cadillac, Cedarville and Grand Haven were chartered later in December of 1967.


The district lost one of its pioneers in late December when Leo Stiers of the Oakland County Chapter passed away. Leo, who was the charter president of the Oakland County Chapter, sang with one of the district's earliest quartets from Birmingham known as the VARIETY FOUR. He was a policeman in Birmingham, and often pulled some antics known only to the barbershoppers in the early days. He knew all of the barber​shoppers in the Detroit area and what kind of cars they drove. Usually he also knew where the meetings were being held, so when he was on the midnight shift, barber​shoppers on their way home would be pulled over to the side of the road when they drove through Birmingham on Woodward Avenue with blinking lights and sirens howling. Leo would then proceed to make them sing songs and tags until the wee hours before he would release them. Leo was quite a guy.


PRIVATE 
1968tc  \l 2 "1968"
PRIVATE 
Moving on to 1968, things began to happentc  \l 3 "Moving on to 1968, things began to happen"

Jim Davenport took over as editor of the Troubadour starting with the January, 1968 issue, replacing Pete Elkins who was only able to publish three editions during the 1967 year. It was at this time, also, that the Utica-Rochester Chapter fell on hard times, and merged with Oakland County in January, bringing Oakland County's membership to 114, the highest in the district at the time.


Newly-elected President Gene Gillem held his first District Board meeting in conjunction with the district COTS (Chapter Officer Training School) on January 21, 1968, at the Capitol Park Hotel in Lansing. Discussion revolved around International Representative Chet Fox's upcoming visitation schedule. It was also reported that the Greenville Chapter was about to fold. Plans were announced for the `Fabulous 400' Logopedics benefit show to be held in Battle Creek on June 8, 1968. The event was to feature a 400-voice chorus under the direction of Bob Johnson from international. Quartets were invited to bid to sing on the show, with proceeds to go to the Logopedics fund.


Other events occurring in early 1968 included the Pontiac Chapter's “Silver Anniversary Show” with present and former barbershopping dignitaries in attendance. Zone 1 Vice President E.E. “Pat” Ryan announced the meeting of the Zone 1 chapters and their plans for the upcoming year and for their election of officers.

PRIVATE 
International Board restructuredtc  \l 3 "International Board restructured"

The big announcements came from the midwinter International Board meeting which was held at Harmony Hall in Kenosha on January 26, 1968. One was the adoption of the management-financial study which was approved by the Board and involved the complete restructuring of the International Executive Committee and the International Board. In essence, the following changes were to become effective on January 1, 1969. (1.) The seven past international presidents will no longer be members of the International Board. (2.) The International Executive Committee will be reduced to five voting members and one non-voting member consisting of the international president, the immediate past international president, two vice presidents, a vice president treasurer, and the executive director (as the non-voting member). (3.) In addition to the fifteen district-elected representatives and the Executive Committee, the three most recent past internation​al presidents, preceding the immediate past international president, who are members of the Society and available and willing to serve, will also be on the International Board. (4.) International Standing Committees will be reduced to four. These changes remained in effect until 1990 when additional changes were made, but that's another story.

PRIVATE 
1968 international convention moved to Cincinnatitc  \l 3 "1968 international convention moved to Cincinnati"

The second major development was the changing of the 1968 international convention which had been scheduled for Pittsburgh to Cincinnati due to a long hotel strike occurring at the proposed headquarters hotel in Pittsburgh. This also involved changing the dates of the convention from June 24-29 to July 1-6, 1968.

PRIVATE 
District saddened by death of R.J. “Mike” Schiedtc  \l 3 "District saddened by death of R.J. “Mike” Schied"

The district was truly stunned when District Treasurer Rayland J. “Mike” Schied was stricken and died from a coronary on April 3, 1968. An active barbershopper for 17 years, he served as the Flint Chapter treasurer from 1951 until 1965 when he assumed the duties of the Michigan District treasurer which he held until his death.

PRIVATE 
Muskegon hosted the spring district conven​tion—District renamed “Pioneer”tc  \l 3 "Muskegon hosted the spring district conven​tion—District renamed “Pioneer”"

Big changes were in the offing with the spring convention held in Muskegon May 4‑5, 1968. The biggest change took place at the meeting of the House of Delegates on Friday evening, May 3, 1968. This involved a motion by the Windsor Chapter to rename the district from `The Michigan District' to the `Pioneer District.' After considerable discussion, the House voted to pass the motion by a vote of 25 to 18. In other business, a motion was made and passed that the resolution by the Dearborn Chapter to abolish the five percent show sanction fee be referred to a special committee for a study and a report at the fall convention as to its feasibility. It was also announced at this meeting that William Warner of the Detroit #1 Chapter had been appointed district treasurer to fulfill the unexpired term of the late R.J. Schied. In addition, the Nominating Committee requested that the election of an executive vice president, which was to take place at this meeting, be deferred until the fall convention, and this was passed by the assemblage.


It was announced just prior to the convention that the CLOSE CHORDERS had decided to break up due to job conflicts. This left the quartet field wide open for eleven quartets who vied for the right to represent the district at the international convention in Cincinnati in July. Winning the right to represent the district were the SHARPLIFTERS (Bill Wickstrom, tenor; Joe Coburn, lead; Mike Mudgett, bass, and John Seemann, baritone) from the Detroit #1 Chapter and the EVERSHARPS (Frank Bateson, tenor; Robert Glover, lead; William Dolezel, baritone, and Leonard Johnson, bass) from the Saginaw-Bay Chapter. The KASUAL D'S from the Muskegon Chapter were the alternates.


In chorus competition, Oakland County's newly renamed WOLVER​INE Chorus under the direction of Carl Dahlke outscored 13 other district choruses to win their first district chorus championship. The Detroit MOTOR CITY Chorus under the direction of Bill Butler finished in second place.


Overall, the convention was well run by the Muskegon Chapter and its two chairmen Tom Damm and Don Courtwright, and it was not easy. When the headquarters hotel became involved in a labor strike, the Muskegon Chapter shifted its center of operations down the street one block to the Elks Lodge, whose facilities proved to be beautifully adequate in spite of the huge crowds of barbershoppers who turned out for this convention.


The annual 22nd running of the Boyne City “Bush League” contest was held on April 6, 1968, and the Pontiac Chapter's HARMONY KNIGHTS (Cliff Douglas, bass; Ray Guerin, lead; Unknown, bari, and Ed Lilly, tenor) were the victors with Saginaw-Bay's BEAN TOWN FOUR (Bob Deming, bass; Doug Beaver, lead; Bud Carpenter, bari, and Jack Stephan, tenor) as runners-up.

PRIVATE 
“We Sing That They Shall Speak”tc  \l 3 "“We Sing That They Shall Speak”"

With this theme, a contingent of Pioneer District barbershop singers gathered in Battle Creek on June 8, 1968, to raise money for the fight against children's speech impedi​ments. The show was held inside Battle Creek's W. K. Kellogg Auditorium.


Ten fine barbershop quartets were present for the Battle Creek event. In addition, a male chorus, some 300 strong, were on hand. Each quartet had to donate at least $40 to be allowed to sing on the show, with some donations running close to $300. Each member of the chorus donated at least $5 for the privilege of singing under Dr. Bob Johnson. In addition, tickets for the public cost $2.50. All the proceeds were donated toward furthering the work of `Speechtown, U.S.A..' In a special ceremony at the state capitol prior to the event, Governor George Romney signed a letter congratulating the organizers of the event and offering his endorsement of the show.

PRIVATE 
SHARPLIFTERS almost make “top ten” in Cincitc  \l 3 "SHARPLIFTERS almost make “top ten” in Cinci"

With the WESTERN CONTINENTALS from Phoenix, Arizona, sweeping the field of 45 quartets in the international quartet contest, Pioneer's own SHARPLIFTERS did themselves proud by finishing 11th in the strong competition in only their second appearance on the international stage. Pioneer's other quartet, the EVERSHARPS finished 41st in their first appearance at an international contest. The district was extremely proud of both quartets' performances.


In the chorus competition the PEKIN Chorus under the direction of Jim Moses outscored a fine field of 14 other choruses. What was unusual about this victory was that they had only 48 singers on stage, and they didn't make one move during the entire performance. But they didn't have to as they sang up a storm and did their selling with their faces. In their first international chorus competition ever, Oakland County's WOLVERINE Chorus performed in a professional manner and wound up in tenth place under Carl Dahlke's direction.

PRIVATE 
Our afterglow at International was the best evertc  \l 3 "Our afterglow at International was the best ever"

I was very much involved with the WOLVERINE Chorus during those very exciting years. It just happens that I was the Oakland County chapter president when we made our first appearance at international competition, and I have to relate this incident concerning our arrangements for the hospitality suite on Saturday evening following the chorus contest, as follows:


“Usually the chapter who represented the district was in charge of the district hospitality room at international. We had made prior arrangements with the headquarters Netherlands Hotel to furnish us with a room, which they did. We also had made arrangements with the Hudepohl Brewery in Cincinnati to supply us with the beer for the hospitality room, which I was to pick up at the brewery (because I had a station wagon) and deliver to the room after the chorus contest on Saturday. I went to the brewery and picked up 62 cases of beer, and loaded my station wagon to the hilt. From there I proceeded to the hotel parking lot, where I bribed the attendant and a couple of his helpers with six-packs of beer to help me unload and transport it into the hotel. Most hotels have corkage laws, and the Netherlands was no exception; but fortunately one of the bell boys decided to help me anyway up the back elevator to the room. (I bribed him also with six-packs of beer because he was so helpful.)


“Upon arriving at the room, the bell boy promptly put me on to the head bell boy for more assistance, such as tubs, ice, etc. This cost me a couple more six-packs, but I thought it was well worth it. When the night shift crew came on, again I was very liberal with six-packs, and by this time I must have gone through four cases of beer. At any rate, during the entire evening until five in the morning, I had ice and anything else I wanted delivered to the room every fifteen minutes.


“When the hospitality room started later, Tony Scooros and a few of the other guys had been inviting quartets up to the room to sing. In addition, we had a big buffet table and all that free beer. Needless to say, everybody attending that convention came to our room, and it was jam packed all night. When we closed it at 5 a.m., we had 29 quartets sing for us and we had about four cases of beer left. It's a night I'll never forget, but what a time it was!”

It was times like these that leave a lasting reflection on my many years of barber​shopping. It's funny how an event will stick in your mind after that many years.

PRIVATE 
Carroll Adams honorarium reinstatedtc  \l 3 "Carroll Adams honorarium reinstated"

Carroll Adams was compelled, for health reasons only, to tender his resignation after a devoted eleven years of service to the Society in 1953. At the time, the International Board recognized the tremendous work he had done over so many years in building SPEBSQSA into the great Society it is; the Board voted an honorarium of $300 a month to be paid to him for the remainder of his life. This came as a tremendous blessing, as he and his wife had made no plans for the future but felt that they would best be served by taking a cottage back east in Montpelier, Vermont, where they had come from. The then Board and successive Boards honored the commitment made in 1953 until January 1965.


In 1965, a new Board, apparently without any apparent reason, suddenly terminated the honorarium without notice or explanation to Adams. One can hardly imagine the shock which Adams must have felt when he finally heard what had happened.


A movement developed, spearheaded by Past International President Art Merrill and joined in by Joe Wolff and Duane Mosier and many Michigan district supporters, to reinstate the honorarium. The movement was successful, because the Executive Committee met in advance of the full Board at the Cincinnati convention to consider the proposal to reinstate the honorarium, and the full Board agreed. When the question was put up by International President Wes Meier there was not a voice raised in dissent. It was a heart-warming conclusion by a Board whose members deserve a robust `well done.'

PRIVATE 
Harrisville attendance up over Labor Day in 1968tc  \l 3 "Harrisville attendance up over Labor Day in 1968"

It was reported the attendance at the annual Harrisville `Camp-Out' had reached 720 people, which exceeded last year's attendance of around 500. The park was loaded and late comers had difficulty in finding housing. Some slept on inflated beach pads with sky and stars above for their ceiling, but they claimed they would be back next year at Harrisville.

PRIVATE 
WOLVERINE Chorus and EVERSHARPS reign supreme at fall convention in Monroetc  \l 3 "WOLVERINE Chorus and EVERSHARPS reign supreme at fall convention in Monroe"

The fall convention of 1968 was held October 18-20 in the floral city of Monroe at the southern end of the district, and it was all roses for Carl Dahlke's WOLVERINE Chorus as they outpointed the Detroit MOTOR CITY Chorus to win the right to represent the district at the international convention held in St. Louis the next year. Seven choruses competed including the Wayne WONDER​LAND Chorus in third, followed by the Saginaw-Bay, Monroe, Muskegon and Battle Creek choruses, respectively.


The EVERSHARPS out dueled seven other quartets to win the Pioneer District quartet championship for 1968-69. Other quartets competing included the KASUAL D'S in second place, followed by the WONDER LADS in third, the BEAN TOWN FOUR, the HARMONY HOUNDS, the HUSTLERS, the TWI-LIGHTERS and the DUNE TONES in that order. The BEAN TOWN FOUR were declared the junior champions and the HARMONY HOUNDS were declared the novice champs.


The EVERSHARPS included Frank Bateson, tenor; Jim Gross, lead; Bob Glover, baritone, and Len Johnson, bass. They had formed two weeks prior to the 1967 “Bush League” contest with Bob Glover singing lead originally and Bill Dolezal baritone. Bill developed a health problem, so Jim Gross, the tenor of the BAY TONICS was enticed to join them. A voicing session was held, and it was decided that Glover would switch to baritone and Gross would sing lead. The switch created an entire new sound, and it must have worked since they won the ultimate district prize.


At the District Board meeting held in conjunction with the convention on October 18, the Nominating Committee headed by Eric Schultz presented the slate of candidates for the coming year and the nominees were unanimously elected as follows: President, Gene Gillem; First Vice President, Tom Damm; Vice President Zone 1, William Warner; VP Zone 2, Emerson Sperling; VP Zone 3, Don Funk; VP Zone 4, Ron Gillies; Treasurer, E.E. “Pat” Ryan, and Secretary Louis R. Harrington. Other business at the meeting included discussions as to the financial status of the district and the budget by the Project and Finance Committee headed up by Jack Klaiber. They reported that if present services were to be continued the budget should be maintained at the present level. They pointed out that the elimination of sanction fees on Parades would necessitate finding other sources of revenue. They also reported that a change to a double panel of judges would materially reduce income. Other actions included the presentation of the Gold Division Achievement Award to the Oakland County Chapter and the Silver Division Award to the Wayne Chapter. The newly chartered Les Cheneaux Chapter was recognized, and the chair announced that the chartering of the new Tecumseh Chapter would be held in November. All in all, four new chapters were taken into the fold in 1968, those being Tecumseh, Grand Haven, Les Cheneaux and Cadillac.


In November of 1968, the Detroit MOTOR CITY Chorus, under the direction of Bill Butler, made two appearances with the Detroit Lions on national color television. During one, the chorus formed in a semi-circle on the podium in back of Al Hirt and sang “When the Saints Come Marching In” while Al played the trumpet.


PRIVATE 
1969tc  \l 2 "1969"
PRIVATE 
International Board expands Society's Musical Programs and Servicestc  \l 3 "International Board expands Society's Musical Programs and Services"

At the 1969 midwinter convention held in San Antonio in January, the International Board adopted: 1.) A program of additional musical services to the membership to provide two additional Musical Education and Services Department Field Men and necessary support personnel and equipment for the expanded musical program, and 2.) Set up a program to meet added administrative operating costs due to inflation. These programs were to be financed by an international dues increase of $3.75 annually, effective with the membership year commencing April 1, 1969. With the increase, annual dues were set at $12, including the Harmonizer, with the enrollment fee for new members remaining at $3.50. The late renewal fee of $2 did not apply after April 1.

PRIVATE 
Astronauts land on moon but found the Pioneer District had already been there!tc  \l 3 "Astronauts land on moon but found the Pioneer District had already been there!"

When Neil Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin emitted the first words from the moon “The Eagle has landed” as they set down with Apollo XI and walked onto the moon to plant a U. S. flag, they were surprised to hear a quartet from the Pioneer District already there singing an arrangement of “Get Out and Get Under the Moon”. Well, not really, but the district was really beginning to roll with all kinds of events and changes in 1969.


The big innovation was the switching from a single panel of judges to a double panel for the 1969 contest sessions. Pioneer apparently was the only district which hadn't adopted the two-panel system. It must have worked successfully, because it is still in vogue in today's contests.


Activities were rampant throughout the district as chapters prepared for their annual shows, ladies' nights and inter-chapter meetings. The big news around the district was the announcement that the Pioneer District was eligible to send three quartets to the international quartet contest to be held in St. Louis in late June. This was bound to spur more quartets to compete in the upcoming district preliminary contest to be held in Bay City in April. The number of quartets was determined by a formula based primarily on the district population, which meant that membership was on the upswing in Pioneer at the time.


It had been announced earlier in the year that Jim Davenport, the editor of the Troubadour, the district publication, was giving it up as of June of 1969. A search was underway to find a replacement editor during the interim period, and several applications had been received. Dick Van Dyke, of the Oakland County Chapter, was finally selected by the District Board to become editor starting with the September 1969 issue. Jim Davenport had done a tremendous job as editor in reporting the events of the Pioneer District during his editorship. It has become even more evident in recent years when your author of this publication relied very heavily upon the news printed in the Troubadour, finding it very factual and full of district information.

PRIVATE 
1969 Boyne City “Bush League” huge successtc  \l 3 "1969 Boyne City “Bush League” huge success"

Topping a field of 14 quartets, the largest entry in years, the BEAN TOWN FOUR captured the 1969 Bush League championship at Boyne City on May 3, before a crowd of 1,000. The winners represented the Saginaw-Bay Chapter and included Fred Kienitz, tenor; Noel Carpenter, lead; Doug Beaver, baritone and Bob Deming, bass. The ROYAL COACHMEN from Grand Rapids and the CHORD REPORTERS from Oakland County tied for second place, with the ROYAL COACHMEN taking the second place based on their harmony accuracy score. Fourth and fifth places were won by two new Traverse City quartets, the TIMBRE BARONS and RAGEDY ANDYS.

PRIVATE 
The road to St. Louis began at Bay City on April 26tc  \l 3 "The road to St. Louis began at Bay City on April 26"

“St. Louis, here we come!” This was the cry as three Pioneer District quartets celebrated their victories after the Bay City international quartet preliminaries were over, and a large enthusiastic audience joined in the approval of the judges selections as each winner was announced: “The alternate quar​tet—the HARMONY HOUNDS of Battle Creek. The top three winners in alphabetical order—the EVERSHARPS of Saginaw-Bay, the IN-VOICES of Wayne-Ann Arbor and the VAGABONDS of Oakland County.” Other quartets competing included the BEAN TOWN FOUR of Saginaw-Bay, the CHORD REPORTERS from Oakland County, the ROYAL COACH​MEN, Grand Rapids and the TREBLESHOOTERS from Detroit-Wayne. Quartets not making the finals included the BURRILL BROTHERS, Battle Creek; the GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT, Wayne; the IN CHORD JABLES, Oakland County, and the RAGEDY ANDYS from Traverse City.


The chorus contest too, was highly competitive, as eleven chapters from the district vied for the judges favor. After the smoke had cleared, the judges announced the winner as `the new Pioneer District Chorus Champions—the MOTOR CITY Chorus of Detroit, under the direction of Bill Butler.' Running a close second was Wayne's WONDER​LAND Chorus, directed by Gordon Limburg. The title of junior chorus champs was ably won by Saginaw-Bay's TIMBERLAND CHORDSMEN, directed by Bob Glover, while the novice honors were bestowed upon the Traverse City Chorus, directed by Al Hubschneider.


On hand to give the keynote address was former Pioneer member Wesly Meier of San Diego, California, the immediate past president of the Society. He was presented with a key to the City of Bay City on behalf of the mayor. Announcements of importance were made when Bill Warner of the Detroit #1 Chapter was chosen as the area counselor of the year for 1968 and an appropriate plaque was presented to him. Dick Van Dyke was selected by the Board as editor of the Troubadour commencing with the September 1969 issue.

PRIVATE 
Summer activities were bustlin' in Pioneertc  \l 3 "Summer activities were bustlin' in Pioneer"

Every year, new events seemed to be added to the already long list of `don't miss it' activities. In 1969 the Pontiac Chapter was able to gather some 300 or so barbershop fanatics and campers for their first annual Memorial Day Camp Out at Paradise Lake, near Fenton. Along with the Detroit #1 “Bob-Lo” Moonlight, the Lansing Fish Fry, Harrisville, Boyne City “Bush League” contest, this event was added to the list. Things were really happening in Pioneer!


The SHARPLIFTERS were especially busy after their 11th place finish at the international convention in 1968. They had singing engagements across the country, including appearances on National TV (Joey Bishop Show and an ABC News Special), and locally on Detroit's Channel 7 Morning Show and Dwayne Riley's Feature story on Channel 4. On the 15th of August they took their unique sounds on a 21-day, 17,694 air mile, U.S.O. sponsored trip to entertain troops in the Armed Forces Hospitals in the Far East. The trip, which originated in Detroit (and included Lowell Thomas who took over the bass part when Mike Mudgett was transferred to St. Louis by his business) took them to San Francisco and on to the Orient for stops in Japan, Okinawa, the Philippines, Guam, and Hawaii. Red carpet treatment greeted them at every stop, because the SHARPLIFTERS were all commissioned “Full Colonels” for the duration of the trip. According to tenor Bill Wickstrom, the hardest part of the trip was arranging their vacations simultaneously, since like most barbershop quartets, their places of employment were widely varied. All in all, it was a very successful trip for the SHARPLIFTERS.

PRIVATE 
MARK IV captures international trophy at St. Louistc  \l 3 "MARK IV captures international trophy at St. Louis"

The MARK IV from San Antonio, Texas, continued their march through the international medalist ranks—which started with third place in 1967 in Los Angeles—and sang their way to the international championship for 1969 as well as into the hearts of nearly 6,000 barbershoppers and their families registered for the 31st annual convention and contests.


Of the three Pioneer District representatives, the EVERSHARPS from the Saginaw-Bay Chapter (Frank Bateson, tenor; Jim Gross, lead; Len Johnson, bass and Bob Glover, baritone) finished 34th, having moved up from their 41st finish the year earlier. The HARMONY HOUNDS from the Battle Creek Chapter (Howard Spear, tenor; Roger Lewis, lead; Ron Mell, bass and Larry Swan, baritone) and the INVOICES from the Wayne and Ann Arbor Chapters (Gordon Limburg, baritone; Bob Miller, bass; Dick Webber, tenor and Tom Pollard, lead) finished 39th and 44th, respectively, in their first attempts. The HOUNDS, as the alternate Pioneer District quartet, had replaced the VAGABONDS who were unable to compete due to the transfer of Jack Stephan, the tenor, to Ohio.


The Louisville THOROUGHBREDS were declared the chorus champions, winning their third international trophy. Pioneer's entry, the Oakland County WOLVERINE Chorus, finished a disappointing 13th after having finished in tenth place the year before. As a member of that chorus, I can remember the feeling of dismay when the score sheets came out and we were 13th. In my own mind I thought, “How could that be? We sang better, performed better, and lost ground!” I'm sure such is the thought of many competitors in similar situations. Every contest is different, and that's the way it should be.


Pioneer District's entry in the P.R.O.B.E. Booth contest placed a strong third out of the fifteen districts, thanks to an active committee composed of Chairman Bill Warner, Bob McDermott, Bill Pascher, E.E. Pat Ryan, and Del Badgley. John Morris, Pioneer's premiere cartoonist, did all of the art work for the booth.

PRIVATE 
District Board meeting held in Lansing July 13tc  \l 3 "District Board meeting held in Lansing July 13"

A Board of Directors meeting was held at the Inn America, East Lansing, on July 13, 1969. Among various items and programs discussed, the discussion came up as to the upcoming visitation to the Pioneer District by International Music Man Bob Johnson. The itinerary for his visitation was from October 13 through the 19, which included a chorus director's school on the 19th. It was passed that once the locations for his visitations had been firmed, a single-page flier outlining the visit and promoting the chorus director's school would be mailed to each member of the Pioneer District.

PRIVATE 
AUTO TOWNERS decide to call it a daytc  \l 3 "AUTO TOWNERS decide to call it a day"

It was announced that the former international and Pioneer District champions had decided to break up as a quartet in l969 after almost ten years of singing together. They announced they would honor their show commitments until around the end of 1969, and would sing their “swan song” performance at the Jackson convention. It just happened that Jackson is where the Auto Towners won their first district contest back in 1961. A class act, the AUTO TOWNERS quartet will always be remembered for their fine sound and brilliant arrangements. Hats off to a great Pioneer District quartet!

PRIVATE 
Early entries in the contests indicated that competition would be keentc  \l 3 "Early entries in the contests indicated that competition would be keen"

The number of chorus and quartet entries was up substantially early in the registration period for the contests, which indicated a heightened interest in the competitions. The Jackson `Chordial' Pioneer District fall chorus and quartet competi​tions were held in the beautiful Parkside High School. The Hayes Hotel was chosen as the headquarters hotel. In the end, ten choruses and 17 quartets competed.


The WOLVERINE Chorus, under the direction of Carl Dahlke, ran off with its third consecutive preliminary chorus championship with 1497 points. In second place was the Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus with 1393 with the Detroit MOTOR CITY Chorus in third with 1346. The balance of the competing choruses included Holland's WINDMILL Chorus, the Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus, Niles-Buchanan, Lansing, Jackson, Lakeshore, and Battle Creek.


One of the highlights of the chorus contests not often mentioned is the way the wives and ladies' auxiliaries of the competing chapters would outfit themselves in uniform-type attire to wear during the contests. Dora Vogel, who wrote a `Feminine Observer' column in each edition of the Troubadour described this section as follows: “Detroit MOTOR CITY Chorus wives in their cheering section wore red and white striped capes lined in blue and automobile pins fastened on their capes. Wayne Chapter ladies wore green and beige dresses with print chiffon scarfs, Oakland County ladies wore blue jackets and white pleated skirts.” These cheering sections added much to the fun and enthusiasm of the contests themselves, which in many cases, depending upon the master of ceremonies, were not that interesting between choruses.


As stated earlier, seventeen quartets showed up in Jackson to compete for the 1969-70 Pioneer District championship. Eight quartets survived the prelimi​nary eliminations to reach the finals on Saturday night, October 11, 1969. The VAGABONDS from the Oakland County and Lansing Chapters, composed of Dennis Gore, lead; Norm Thompson, Tony Scooros, baritone, and newly acquired tenor, Kenneth Gibson, were declared the winners with 2783 points and our new district champs. In second place with 2710 points was INVOICES from the Wayne and the Ann Arbor Chapters. The KASUAL D'S from the Muskegon Chapter ended up in third with 2566 points, and the HARMONY HOUNDS in fourth with 2505 points. The remaining finalists included the BEAN TOWN FOUR, the RING MASTERS, the CHORD REPORTERS, and the NILE-LATERS, in that order.

PRIVATE 
Lou Harrington resigns as district secretarytc  \l 3 "Lou Harrington resigns as district secretary"

It was announced at the Pioneer District House of Delegates meeting on October 10, 1969, that Lou Harrington would be stepping down as the district secretary. A new slate of officers were elected for 1970, including Tom Damm, president; Ron Gillies, executive vice president; Vice Presidents Tom Pollard, Don Funk, Richard Simpson, and Cliff MacLean. Elected as treasurer was E.E. Pat Ryan and as the new Secretary, William Warner. Gene Gillem as the immediate past president was elected to serve on the International Board. A plaque was presented to out-going Secretary Lou Harrington, who had served the district for twenty-two consecutive years as a district officer, 20 years as district secretary and two terms as district president. He also served three one-year terms as an international board member.

PRIVATE 
Ben Landino, designer of international trophy, passestc  \l 3 "Ben Landino, designer of international trophy, passes"

Ben Landino, the man responsible for the design of the first international quartet and chorus trophies, passed away in December of 1969. As the Grosse Pointe epitaph so describes him: “He was small in stature, but he had a strong booming voice and we loved him...No man has loved or given more than he...but don't cry for Benny because he is still out there. Our Benny Landino, the creator and builder of our international trophy.”
PRIVATE 
The end of an eratc  \l 3 "The end of an era"

On that note, the 1960's comes to an end. It was an exciting time, and we found many new leaders and music men who would lead us forward into the 1970's. Although we were down in membership from the late Forties and early Fifties, overall the district maintained a membership of approximately 1400 throughout the period. Let's just say the district pretty much held it's own for the period.


PRIVATE 
1970tc  \l 2 "1970"
PRIVATE 
International President Sparks sets chal​lenge for the Society into the Seventiestc  \l 3 "International President Sparks sets chal​lenge for the Society into the Seventies"

International President Wilbur Sparks delivered an outstanding keynote address at the opening of the 1970 midwinter Board meeting in Seattle in January of 1970. In it he both challenged and committed the Society to a `self-renewal through excellence in all things.' The provocative challenges and philosophy in his remarks provide the ingredients to fulfill his goal for 1970: “Let's Sing Better—For More People—With More Members.”


Other challenges thrown out by Sparks included the adoption of significant changes in the contest and judging program providing improvement and sophistication to the program by upgrading the arrangement category and revising the voice expression category to a new category to be known as “interpretation.”


Finally, his mention of the development of a high school quartet program and international contest would see high school youths from every state and province in the Society participating. This program is the forerunner of our present college quartet program recently announced (1991).

PRIVATE 
District Board meeting held in East Lansingtc  \l 3 "District Board meeting held in East Lansing"

The annual January Board meeting was held January 23 at the Inn America in East Lansing, Michigan. Major discussion revolved around the concern as to the effect of the elimination of the show sanction fees, and the increase of district per-capita dues to $5. Motion was made and carried to utilize the international billing system to collect the per-capita dues from the chapter. In other business, it was reported that Zone I Vice President Tom Pollard stated that the Windsor Chapter had offered to present to the district a Canadian flag for display during conven​tions, and the Board responded enthusiastically. Visits by International Music Men Bob Johnson, Dave Stevens, and Mac Huff were announced. A motion was made and seconded that, beginning with the Muskegon convention in April, registration would be required for every participating contestant in the chorus or quartet competition. The cost of our convention package, which included the quartet preliminaries, the chorus competition, the quarter finals and district after-glows was set at $6. A special discount price was offered to all COMPETING members of $5.

PRIVATE 
SHARPLIFTERS acquire new leadtc  \l 3 "SHARPLIFTERS acquire new lead"

Joe Coburn, lead of the SHARPLIFTERS, was transferred to Chicago, Illinois. Bill Shannon, lead of the CHORD REPORTERS, replaced him in this spot. Have you ever thought how much time it takes to sing in an organized quartet? Bill Wickstrom reported that the quartet (when they were three years old in February of 1970) had been together as a quartet for five contests, 42 parades, eight chapter package shows, 77 chapter meetings, 68 other performances (USO, TV appearances, charities, etc.) and 179 rehearsals...a total of 439 times. That's nearly every other night for the three-year span. That they were still together after three years was a real tribute to their wives.

PRIVATE 
Chase Sanborn passes away on February 18, 1970tc  \l 3 "Chase Sanborn passes away on February 18, 1970"

The district suffered the loss of a very dedicated Pioneer barbershopper when Chase Sanborn died from heart failure. Chase had held most of the Pontiac Chapter offices moving up to area counselor and then to the district vice president position in 1959. In 1962 a still higher honor was bestowed upon him when he was elected to represent our district on the International Board of Directors. Chase was the type of individual who worked behind the scenes, drawing very little attention to himself but accomplishing so very much. His loss was felt throughout the district chapters, and especially the Pontiac and the Oakland County Chapters. An example of his behind the scenes work for the chapters involved a situation in which the Oakland County Chapter in the early Fifties had fallen upon hard times membership-wise, and was in danger of losing their charter. Chase quietly took out a dual membership, allowing the chapter to maintain their required membership count. Hats off to a great barbershopper, Chase Sanborn.

PRIVATE 
Executive Board meeting heldtc  \l 3 "Executive Board meeting held"

The second Board meeting of the Pioneer District took place on March 15, 1970, at the Inn America in East Lansing. Major discussions involved the scheduling and establish​ment of district convention and contest dates. The international office had suggested that the district be set for the fourth weekend in April for the spring convention and the second weekend in October for the fall convention. The chorus competitions would remain the same, with the inter​national representative chosen in the fall and the quartet representatives in the spring. It was duly noted that these dates were the same weekends that had traditionally been used, and the president was directed to advise Kenosha that we favored the suggested schedule. In other business, the use of an international staff for COTS was discussed. An international COTS faculty had been used the previous January with a favorable response from those attending; but, due to the expense involved, a motion was made to hold the COTS school in December of 1970 using a district faculty. It was just a matter of time until the decision to use an international faculty as we do now would be made. The education of our chapter administrative officers was becoming increasingly more important.


Zone I Vice President Tom Pollard reported that after extensive work on the part of Area Counselor Bob Miller and himself, all attempts to revive the Ann Arbor Chapter have proven fruitless. To date, none of the six remaining members will assume any responsibility for chapter office or do anything to help continue this chapter. After extensive discussion, it was moved and carried that the Pioneer District request the international headquarters to revoke the Ann Arbor charter.

PRIVATE 
Our quartets continued to entertain the troopstc  \l 3 "Our quartets continued to entertain the troops"

It was announced in April that the HARMONY HOUNDS had been selected by the USO to entertain our troops in hospitals and service men's clubs in Japan, the Philippines and Guam, for 17 days starting on the 11th of May. The HOUNDS were an extremely popular comedy quartet throughout the district and the Society.

PRIVATE 
Muskegon hosts spring conventiontc  \l 3 "Muskegon hosts spring convention"

The annual spring convention was held in Muskegon April 24-26, 1970, with contests being held at the Muskegon Michigan Theater and Board and House of Delegates meetings at the Occidental Hotel. Twelve quartets and twelve choruses entered the competitions. It was unfortunate but this year we could only send two quartets as our representatives to international competition in Atlantic City due to the re-compiling of population figures of all of the districts, the manner in which the number of quartets was selected.


In the quartet competitions it was the GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT and SHARPLIFTERS all the way, leading in first and second place, respectively, throughout both sessions. The VAGABONDS were close in the semi-finals, but fell farther behind in the finals. In fourth place were the EVERSHARPS, fifth, the KASUAL-D'S, sixth, the NILE-LATERS, and rounding out the seven finalists was the SOUNDSATIONS. This was the first competition for the GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT (Al Rehkop, tenor; Drayton Justus, lead; Glenn Van Tassell, baritone, and Bob Whitledge, bass), although they were all veteran quartet men. Singing with the SHARPLIFTERS as their new lead, replacing Joe Coburn, was Bill Shannon. Other members of the foursome included Bill Wickstrom, tenor; John Seemann, baritone, and Lowell Wolfe, bass. The VAGABONDS with Ken Gibson, tenor; Dennis Gore, lead; Tony Scooros, baritone and Norm Thompson, bass, were selected as the alternate quartet to the Atlantic City contest.


In the chorus competition it was the WOLVERINE Chorus under the direction of Carl Dahlke winning the district chorus championship for 1970 by 179 points over the second place Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus, followed by the Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus in third, TRAVERSE CITY Chorus in fourth, and the Saginaw-Bay TIMBERLAND CHORDSMEN in fifth place. Other choruses included the Grosse Pointe, Kalamazoo, Niles-Buchanan, Lansing, Holland, Windsor and Cadillac Chapters.

PRIVATE 
Past International President Bob Gall addresses House of Delegatestc  \l 3 "Past International President Bob Gall addresses House of Delegates"

The Pioneer District House of Delegates meeting was held at 9:10 p.m. at the Occidental Hotel with 41 members present. The 1969 Area Counselor of the Year Award was presented to Noel “Bud” Carpenter of the Saginaw-Bay Chapter by President Damm for his outstanding work during the year. President Damm then introduced `Keynoter' Bob Gall whose address stressed the word `encourage​ment' and suggested we all get involved and try new ways to promote barber​shopping. Gall presented the International `Protention' Awards to chapters as follows: First Plateau, Boyne City; Second Plateau, Windsor; Fourth Plateau, Muskegon, and Fifth Plateau, Detroit. The Fruit Belt Chapter was honored with a banner recognizing 100 percent retention of members for 1969.


In other actions, the Pontiac Chapter moved that the Area Counselor of the Year Award be re-named the Chase Sanborn Area Counselor Award. The move was seconded and was carried unanimously. It is a fitting honor for this award to be under his name, as he was an outstanding area counselor.

PRIVATE 
Pioneer members head for Atlantic City in Junetc  \l 3 "Pioneer members head for Atlantic City in June"

Many Pioneer District members and their families headed east June 22-27, 1970, to attend the big international convention being held in Atlantic City. More than 7200 registrants were on hand with better than 10,000 alone attending the Saturday night finals. Leading the Pioneer delegation were not only most of our district officers but large contingents from the chapters as well, and they were rewarded for their loyalty when our own GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT finished in fourth place in the quartet finals, which was a tremendous accomplish​ment on their first journey to the big one. The SHARPLIFTERS with their new lead Bill Shannon performed well enough to earn 30th position in the final standings. The ORIOLE FOUR, from Dundalk Maryland, were declared the new international champs, with the Illinois District SUNDOWNERS finishing some 200 points behind in second place. Forty-five quartets competed in the overall quartet competition.


In the chorus competition, the Livingston, New Jersey, DAPPER DANS OF HARMONY nosed out the Phoenix, Arizona, PHOENICIANS by just 16 points, and outscored 13 other great choruses to take the championship honors. The Oakland County WOLVERINE Chorus sang very well, finishing in ninth position under the tutelage of Carl Dahlke. It was the WOLVERINE Chorus's third straight trip to the international chorus competition as Pioneer's representa​tive. The contest itself was a big hit at the convention with all the elaborate choreography and dazzling uniforms, and the close scores added to the excitement.


In the International Board actions commensurate with the big convention, some major and some minor revisions were legislated into effect, as follows:

    _
Approved amendments to the district constitutions and by-laws that the Nominating Committee will commence on January 1 instead of March 15. All past district presidents, in addition to members of the House of Delegates, are eligible for appointment to the Nominating Committee. (Effective on January 1, 1971, only the three past district presidents immediately preceding the immediate past district president, shall be voting members of the House of Delegates.)

    _
The Society's Statements of Policy with regard to qualifications for an International Board member were revised to read: “A man must have served as district president, past district president or vice president in his district during no less than two of the five years prior to his election.” These qualifications are guidelines, not mandatory requirements. The Board also approved, in principal, that the International Board member be designated as a district officer.

    _
Due to the increase in the number of chapters with less than 25 members at the time, the Board reinstated the category of `Associate Status' for chapters who fall below the 25 member mark. The previous associate status restrictions were modified to provide that effective immediately all associate status chapters: a.) Have no vote in their district House of Delegates; b.) Can remain on associate status for one year after which time their charter is subject to revocation unless the district requests a six-month extension; c.) May enter quartets and choruses in competition if they meet Society contest requirements.

    _
The late renewal service charge of $2 was reinstated effective October 1, 1970, due to the increasing number of late renewing and reporting of members.

    _
In light of the increasing problem of tape recorders at Society contests, shows and afterglows causing severe copyright problems, the Board adopted the policy that “persons with recording devices will not be allowed to enter contests, shows or afterglows.”

    _
Started direct member billing commencing with the fourth quarter of 1970. Under this new program the first renewal will be sent directly to the member from the international office with a duplicate copy of the invoice going to the chapter secretary for follow-up.


The secretary was instructed by the Board to cast a unanimous ballot for the slate of international officers as submitted by the Nominating Committee. Elected as the new president for 1971 was Ralph Ribble, Jr., from the South​western District, along with other vice presidents.

PRIVATE 
Our P.R. booth takes third place in PROBE dis​playstc  \l 3 "Our P.R. booth takes third place in PROBE dis​plays"

The Pioneer District PROBE booth placed third in the district booth displays in the headquarters hotel lobby. The booth included the handiwork of Bill Pascher, Pontiac, and John Morris and Bob McDermott of the Oakland County Chapter. It was significant in that this was the first real exposure of the name “Pioneer” to the Society, and what it stood for.

PRIVATE 
Summer 1970 events proved interesting and excit​ingtc  \l 3 "Summer 1970 events proved interesting and excit​ing"

The annual summer events occurred as scheduled with the Detroit #1 Chapter “Bob‑Lo Cruise” in July drawing a capacity crowd. Entertaining were the MOTOR CITY Chorus, the INTERLOCHENS, the CHORD REPORTERS, the STATELINERS, the BROTHERS THREE AND ME, and the HARMONY HOUNDS; the crowd was met at the dock by Bob Farrington and the BANJOS OF MICHIGAN.


Harrisville was again as popular as ever, attracting 287 families, and over 19 chapters were represented. The Vet's Club again served the fabulous chicken dinners on Sunday (950 barbecued half-chickens were served), the golf match was held, the children's ghost walk (with over 300 adults and children participating) was scary (Dick Liddicoatt always had the imagination), and the big Sunday afternoon show for the citizens of Harrisville emceed by Tom Pollard had 11 quartets and nine choruses participating.

PRIVATE 
Some still bothered by district name changetc  \l 3 "Some still bothered by district name change"

Many in the district were still finding it difficult to accept the change of the name of the district from `Michigan' to `Pioneer'. The District Troubadour in mid-1970 had several articles suggesting name changes because it was felt the name `Pioneer' just didn't identify the district geographically.

PRIVATE 
District Board holds meeting in Cedarville in Julytc  \l 3 "District Board holds meeting in Cedarville in July"

A meeting of the Pioneer District Board of Directors was held on Saturday, July 25, 1970, at the home of Capt. Cliff MacLean's home in Cedarville. Major discussions involved the clearing of details of the charter revocations of the Ann Arbor and Redford Chapters in Zone I, and in Zone III the Grand Haven Chapter members were being asked to transfer their memberships to the existing chapters in the area. E.E. “Pat” Ryan, as president of the Detroit #1 Chapter, asked that the Board consider the proposed merger of the Dearborn and Detroit Chapters. A motion was made and carried that the Pioneer District grants its permission for the Dearborn Chapter to merge with the Detroit #1 Chapter.

PRIVATE 
GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT are district champion​stc  \l 3 "GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT are district champion​s"

The fall Pioneer District convention was held in Windsor on October 9-11, 1970. The GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT left no doubt in anyone's mind as to who the next district champs were going to be with a resounding total of 3019 points, 476 points ahead of the second place INVOICES. The quartet made the most of their songs singing “Make Believe,” “Let Me Sing and I'm Happy,” “Dixie,” and their already famous “Sweetest Story Ever Told.” In third place was the HARMONY HOUNDS followed by the CHORD REPORTERS, the CAR TUNES, the TWI-LIGHTERS and the SOUNDSATIONS. In all, 15 quartets competed. Quartets not making the finals included the HI-LITES, MILLION AIRES, INTERLOCHENS, RING MASTERS, DUTCH MASTERS, BURRILL BROTHERS, the VILLAGE AIRES and the HUM BUMS.


In the chorus competition it was almost the same story. The WOLVERINE Chorus under the direction of Carl Dahlke, won the championship and the right to once again represent the district at the international convention in New Orleans in 1971. In second place was the Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus, followed by Detroit MOTOR CITY in third, the Grosse Pointe LAKESHORE Chorus in fourth, and the Monroe FLORAL CITY, Kalamazoo MALL CITY and HURON VALLEY Chorus in sixth, seventh, and eighth, respectively. This would mark the fourth consecutive international preliminary chorus contest that the WOLVERINE Chorus had won to represent the district.

