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PRIVATE 
1956tc  \l 2 "1956"PRIVATE 

PRIVATE 
Society becomes non-profit due to Mark Robert's effortstc  \l 3 "Society becomes non-profit due to Mark Robert's efforts"

The midwinter convention of the Society was held in Denver, Colorado, on January 27‑28, 1956. Two major decisions were reached at this conclave which affected the Michigan District membership. The first was the announcement by International Treasurer Mark P. Roberts of the Grosse Pointe Chapter that after a year of negotiation with the Internal Revenue Department, the Society was now classified not only as a fraternal organization, but also as a charitable, literary, and educational organization. This change meant that contributions made to the Society were deductible by the donors in computing their taxable income in the usual manner prescribed by law. Bequests, legacies, devises, or transfers to the Society for its use were also deductible in computing the value of the taxable estate of a decedent for Federal Estate purposes. The district and the Society owe a tremendous amount of gratitude to Mark Roberts for this tremendous accomplish​ment, because today our tax-exempt status can be traced directly to Mark's efforts.

PRIVATE 
Headquarters moved out of Detroittc  \l 3 "Headquarters moved out of Detroit"

The second decision was the result of the report of the International Building Committee which had been researching the suitability for a permanent headquar​ters site and had narrowed their choice to four—Detroit, Kansas City, Tulsa, and Chicago, which it considered most eligible. After studying the committee's ratings and listening to presentations by the representatives of the four cities, the Board voted the Chicago area as the best suited from a standpoint of service to the Society as a whole. The Chicago chapters had submitted a proposal to purchase an abandoned schoolhouse in LaGrange, Illinois, a suburb of Chicago, to be used until such time as a new building could be erected. The Board voted to buy the schoolhouse, provided all suitable financial considerations could be worked out and with the approval of the full International Board. Detroit, which had been the site of the international headquarters since 1942, put on a tremendous presentation of facts and figures in substantiating their case for keeping the headquarters in Detroit. Bill Bond, the president of the Detroit Chapter, prepared an excellent presentation to the Board, all to no avail. Bond's clinching argument for maintaining Detroit as the site stated; “14,588 or 58.8 percent of all barber​shoppers—352 or 59 percent of all chapters—11 or 78.5 percent of all districts are within 500 miles of Detroit. They are within a day's travel, a few hours by plane. They are within a day's postal service. They can phone headquarters for a $1 or less.” There was much more to the Bond report, 100 pages, including a big brochure from the Detroit Board of Commerce, as well as his own, listing hundreds of details. Despite his sterling appeal, the Board, as it is wont to do, decided otherwise.


At this same meeting, Columbus, Ohio, was selected as the site of the 1958 convention and Pittsburgh was awarded the 1957 midwinter meeting. In addition, it was determined by a survey of the society's overall membership as of December 31, 1955, that Michigan would be entitled to three quartets in the upcoming international contest.

PRIVATE 
New district constitution imposedtc  \l 3 "New district constitution imposed"

The action of the International Board at the midwinter meeting in Denver provided for a standard form of constitution to be imposed upon all districts with instructions that each district's by‑laws be rewritten or amended to comply, did not meet with unanimous approval in the ranks of the Michigan By‑laws Committee. Harold Sepull of the Dearborn Chapter, who had worked hard for the previous two years in attempting to provide his district with a new set of regulations, took exception to the mandate. His objections were based primarily on the `freedom' of districts to control their own destinies, a so‑called “states rights versus federal rights” sort of situation. He stated more time was needed before the district met in April to integrate the changes and to properly inform members and officers.


The Boyne City “Bush League” quartet contest was held on March 24 in the Boyne City High School with the BEACONAIRES of Muskegon taking top honors. The INCIDENTALS of Kalamazoo came in second in one of the most hotly contested competitions in the ten-year history of the event. Six other quartets were entered in the contest with a tremendous show afterwards at the Dilworth Hotel.

PRIVATE 
Cadillac hosted April international quartet preliminariestc  \l 3 "Cadillac hosted April international quartet preliminaries"

The international preliminary quartet contest and district meeting took place in Cadillac on April 27‑28, 1956. A total of nine quartets took part in the regional staged under the auspices of the Cadillac Chapter. Selected to be the Michigan representatives at international were the EXTENSION CHORDS (Sid Helder, tenor; Carl VerDuin, bari; Don Hall, bass, and Don Lucas, lead) of Grand Rapids, the TREBLE MAKERS (Reddick, Rowell, Van Tassell, and Van York) of Detroit and the MERRI-MEN (Howard Hawkins, tenor; Dale Bullock, lead; Doug Stephens, bass, and Gordon Washburn, bari) of Lansing. The ONCHORDS of Saginaw were named as the alternate quartet. Other quartets competing included the PARADUETS of Muskegon, the AIRE-TONICS of Muskegon, the BEACONAIRES of Muskegon, the SOLITAIRES of Bay City and the TUNE GRINDERS of Detroit.


At the district meeting held at the Northwood Hotel in conjunction with the contest, officers were elected including Lou Harrington for his second term as president, Halley Dion, Paul Kernen and Ray Leatz as vice presidents, John W. Klaiber, treasurer and Seaborn F. Lawrence, secretary. Despite objections mentioned previously, a motion by Mark Roberts to accept the new constitution was adopted. Duane Mosier of the Northwest Detroit Chapter moved that a resolution be prepared urging the International Board to reconsider its proposed move of the international headquarters out of the Detroit area. Treasurer Klaiber reported a balance of $2,742.49 in the treasury, and Membership VP Halley Dion reported a membership of 1,693 as of last December 31. Although the district had contributed to the quartets representing Michigan in international competition for the past few years, it was decided to establish a regular fund for this purpose on a voluntary basis of $2.00 per chapter member.

PRIVATE 
MERRI-MEN reach finals in Minneapolistc  \l 3 "MERRI-MEN reach finals in Minneapolis"

The international convention and contests were held in Minneapolis June 13‑17, 1956. The CONFEDERATES reigned as the quartet champions, with only one quartet from Michigan, the MERRI-MEN from Lansing, reaching the finals. The MERRI‑MEN worked their way into the final 15 and with nine other quartets failed to collect enough points to qualify for a medallion position. The other two Michigan quartets, the TREBLE-MAKERS of Detroit and the EXTENSION CHORDS of Grand Rapids missed out in their first trials and failed to qualify for the finals. However, the performances of the Michigan lads were noteworthy. The record shows that the MERRI-MEN finished fourteenth after 40 had gone the first round. The TREBLE-MAKERS stood sixteenth, just one place away from qualifying, and the Grand Rapids four attained seventeenth. Less than 36 points separated the three quartets, and out of 2000 points the results were not too discouraging.


Michigan's district champion chorus, the GREAT LAKES of Grand Rapids, winner of the first chorus contest ever, failed to place in the 1956 competition won by the Michigan City, Indiana, Chorus under the direction of Rudy Hart. The boys from the furniture city under the direction of Bob Weaver sang well enough, but their marching on and off the stage left much to be desired. Apparently this was one of the judging criteria in those days.


The International Board in their meetings at this convention, while not backing away from their decision to move the international headquarters, did agree with Michigan's Duane Mosier. He had made a plea at this convention not to move the headquarters, but rather lease another building in Detroit for at least another year for temporary quarters. In other actions, the International Board was increased to 22 members, adding two additional vice presidents to the Board of `equal rank', and 15 directors. This move came at the behest of a Michigan proposal to add 14 new seats on the Board to give each district at least one representative. However, the allowing of districts to each have a representative was ignored. Rowland E. Davis of New York was elected president of the Society for 1956‑57. His first committee appointments involving Michigan men were Joe Jones of Detroit who was appointed to head the important Contest and Judges Committee, Willis Diekema the Special Song Arrangement Committee, Mark Roberts as vice-chairman of Finance Committee and member of the Laws and Regulations Committee, and Bill Otto, assistant secretary, as the new chief of the decrepits.

PRIVATE 
Fund set up for choruses and quartets attending the international conteststc  \l 3 "Fund set up for choruses and quartets attending the international contests"

The District Executive Board in a meeting on July 28, 1956, in South Haven, took a definite step toward financing the travel expenses of its quartet and chorus representatives at all future international contests. The Board created a new fund, set a quota and provided for custody and disbursement of the fund, known as the `international contest fund.' As finally set up, the new fund will be made up by contributions from the various chapters, with the quota set as $2 per member with the assessment coming from shows, special parties, etc. Other actions taken by the Executive Board at this meeting included the setting up of new rules governing the conduct of district chorus contests beginning with the next contest in Bay City on October 6. Under the plan adopted, the contest was open to any chorus, no matter how proficient or how small, to compete for district titles in their own class. The three championship designations set up included the `international finalist,' the chorus to represent the district in the international contest, the second being the “district champion” chorus which was to be the chorus scoring the highest number of points, and the third being a “junior championship” open to all choruses never having won a district or international championship. Once a chorus had won either of the two district awards, it would not be eligible to compete for the same title for two years after winning the award. The rules adopted came about as the result of a lengthy discussion seeking to find a way to equalize the competition for choruses for the district contest and at the same time permit the district to select an adequate chorus for the international assignment. A committee made up of Ray Leatz of the Fruit Belt Chapter, Frank Tiggleman of Grand Rapids and Halley Dion of Muskegon presented the plan which was adopted.


John Hill of the Lansing Chapter, who was the chairman of the District Song Selection Committee, named “Red River Valley” as the Michigan 1957 song of the year. Cecil H. Fischer of the Grand Rapids Chapter was awarded the Area Counselor of the Year Award for 1956. The Muskegon Chapter won the 1955‑56 Achievement Award in the senior division and the Boyne City Chapter in the junior division. Seaborn Lawrence, who was the chairman of the Achievement Committee, made the announcement.

PRIVATE 
AIRE-TONICS proclaimed new district quartet championstc  \l 3 "AIRE-TONICS proclaimed new district quartet champions"

At the district contest held in Bay City on October 6, 1956, the AIRE-TONICS of Muskegon (Bill Wickstrom, tenor; Gerry Guimond, lead; Clare Bristol, bass; and Tom Damm, baritone) were proclaimed the district quartet champions. In second place were the FOUR-BEARERS OF HARMONY, a new Detroit quartet that edged out the BEACONAIRES of Muskegon by a mere two points. The closeness of the contest was remarkable when it is considered that it required close to 1600 points to qualify for second. In fourth place were the CAR TUNES from the Northwest Detroit Chapter, also a new quartet. By virtue of their showing, the CAR TUNES were rated the novice champions for 1956-57.


In the chorus competition the Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus under the leadership of Robert Weaver had little trouble outsinging the other four competitors. They were the PORT CITY Chorus of Muskegon directed by Al Burgess, the FRUIT BELT Chorus from Benton Harbor directed by William Hansen, the Jackson Chapter Chorus directed by George V. Crippen and the Gratiot County Chorus under the leadership of Phil Daab.


To the Muskegon chorus went the title of Michigan District champions for 1956-57. The award was made under the new rules which prevents choruses who have won a district championship during the last three years from competing. The FRUIT BELT Chorus won the junior championship. The Grand Rapids chorus which had won the international in 1952, by virtue of their Bay City showing, won the right to represent the district at the international contest scheduled for Los Angeles in 1957.

PRIVATE 
Membership shows gain during 1956tc  \l 3 "Membership shows gain during 1956"

It was announced in Detroit by President Lou Harrington that for the fourth straight year membership in the Michigan district has gone upward. As of November 1, according to figures released at international headquarters, Michigan had 38 chapters and 1,703 members. As of December 31, 1955, the Wolverine district had 36 chapters and 1693 members. The big four chapters in the district at the time were Muskegon, 146 members; Dearborn, 130 members; Grand Rapids, 110 members and Detroit, 104.


PRIVATE 
1957tc  \l 2 "1957"
PRIVATE 
Kenosha chosen as Society's new hometc  \l 3 "Kenosha chosen as Society's new home"

It was at the international midwinter convention held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylva​nia, on January 23‑27, 1957, that the announcement was made by the International Board that a new site for the headquarters of the Society had been found in Kenosha, Wisconsin. This came as quite a shock to those Michigan District barbershoppers who had worked quite hard to maintain the headquarters in the Detroit area. After considerable discussion and some financial juggling, it became apparent that the new site was an ideal location for the headquarters. The Board decided to proceed with the purchase at this meeting. The lease on the old location on Fenkell Avenue in Detroit had just expired, so the purchase came at an opportune time for the Society. Kenosha is still today the home of our internation​al Society.


Other business transacted at this International Board meeting included the following: the adoption of an initiation fee; The pro-rating of per capita dues quarterly for all new members reported to the International Office after February 1, 1957, the pro-rating of the Harmonizer (Society magazine) subscription fee and the establishment of a chapter‑at‑large as a means of permitting members belonging to chapters who had lost their charters to maintain identification with the Society. Other matters were attended to including such things as contest and judging matters, extension and membership, etc. The 1959 annual convention was awarded to Chicago over bids from Detroit, Kansas City and Philadelphia. One item of interest concerned the Board's recommendation to the House of Delegates that it still should be left up to local chapters to interpret the word `adult' as it appeared in the Society By‑Laws concerning membership requirements. This action was taken in consideration of the proposal that we consider legislating a minimum age limit of 18 years.

PRIVATE 
District membership in state of fluxtc  \l 3 "District membership in state of flux"

It should be apparent to our readers that during this period our chapters were in a state of flux especially during the late Forties and during the early Fifties, but were on a gradual increase both in numbers of chapters and in membership. At the end of 1956, there were 38 chapters with 1,721 members, enough to entitle the district to three quartets in the upcoming international contest in June. Some of our smaller chapters had fallen by the wayside with their charters suspended due to the fact they didn't or couldn't maintain the minimum of twenty members required at the time. One of our pioneer chapters, the Flint organization had fallen by the wayside in the Forties, but was rejuvenated and brought back into the fold in 1957 under new leadership. Other chapters included Albion and Niles, which were suspended earlier, but rejoined the district in 1957. So at this period of time, things were beginning to look rosier in the Michigan District.

PRIVATE 
Chapter parades were populartc  \l 3 "Chapter parades were popular"

Chapter shows were prevalent all over the state, and a lot of international championship quartets were being hired to really excite the audiences. A good example was the Kalamazoo show held on February 9, 1957, and they featured the MID STATES FOUR (1949 international champions), the CRACKER JILLS (Sweet Adeline champions), the MERRI-MEN and the AIRE-TONICS (both district champions), and the TOWN CRIERS and the INCIDENTALS (local quartets). This was a typical type parade of quartets which was being held throughout the district. Michigan never forgot how to have a good time. We may not have been winning many national championships, but you can bet that locally the singing was more enthusiastic than any other place in the country. That basically is still true today, as our chapters continue to have fine shows and the performances are better than ever.

PRIVATE 
Western Michigan chapters form associationtc  \l 3 "Western Michigan chapters form association"

The western Michigan chapters had formed an association of chapters (comprised of Area Eight chapters), and were meeting on a regular basis. One such meeting was held in Muskegon on March 16 with over 200 barbershoppers in attendance. Chapters that participated included Grand Rapids, Holland, Lowell, Ionia and Muskegon. At least six quartets and three choruses sang during the evening with a lot of high-spirited singing going on throughout the conclave. Many of the district officers were present including Loton Willson, Halley Dion, Cecil Fischer, Jack Klaiber, Willis Diekema, Peter Pell, Grand Rapids chapter president, and Ed Laux, president of the Lowell Chapter.

PRIVATE 
International President Davis attends “Bush League” contesttc  \l 3 "International President Davis attends “Bush League” contest"

The “Bush League” contest was held on March 30, 1957, and was highlighted by the appearance of International President Rowland Davis of New York, who also served on the judging panel. Twelve quartets competed, with the SING-SING SINGERS, a former top comedy quartet from Midland (Judge Henry Hart, bass; Bud Lowry, lead; Charles Kimmel, tenor, and Doc Clark, bari), being judged the winners in a close contest.

PRIVATE 
Pontiac Chapter hosts annual “Olde Time Woodshed” contesttc  \l 3 "Pontiac Chapter hosts annual “Olde Time Woodshed” contest"

On March 29 the Pontiac Chapter put on an “Olde‑Time Woodshed” contest. This event drew 114 barbershoppers including International President Rowland Davis of New York. The contest made up of foursomes selected on the spot, culminated in 14 quartets actually competing. The winning four was composed of Steve Vickers of Redford, tenor; Tom Pollard, Wayne, lead; Bill Carter, Detroit, baritone, and Bob Wharton, Detroit, bass. This quartet received engraved arrowhead lapel medallions. Also a highlight of the evening was the first annual award of the “Carroll P. Adams Bennington Trophy.” It went to the Detroit Chapter for entering the greatest number of individual contestants. Bill Bond accepted the trophy presented by Chase Sanborn. All of the awards were designed and made by Bill Pascher. The `Bennington Trophy' is annually awarded to the chapter with the highest percentage of its total membership in attendance. This contest, always popular in the Detroit area, has continued to the present day as an annual event. It's truly one of the few remaining woodshedding meetings held in the Detroit area today.

PRIVATE 
SCHMITT BROTHERS appear at 1957 regional contesttc  \l 3 "SCHMITT BROTHERS appear at 1957 regional contest"

The 1957 Michigan District regional quartet contest and annual business meeting of the House of Delegates was held in Wayne, Michigan, on May 4, 1957. The occasion was unusual in that the Wayne Chapter combined the event with a chapter show which headlined the 1951 International Champion SCHMITT BROTHERS. The headquarters was the Wayne Recreation building with contest events taking place at the Wayne High School.


The three quartets selected from the 12 contestants to compete at the internation​al contest held in Los Angeles included the COMBUST-A-CHORDS (Glenn Van Tassell, Robert McGookey, Vic Van Yorx and Ray Sipots) from Detroit, the EXTENSION CHORDS (Don Lucas, Don Hall, Sid Helder and Cal VerDuin) from Grand Rapids, and the FORE-BEARERS OF HARMONY (Tom Pollard, Gil Stammer, Robert Mulligan and Bill Bond) from Detroit. The alternate quartet was the SHARPKEEPERS (Gordon Limburg, William Rowell, Al Rehkop and Bob Crary) of Detroit, Redford and Oakland County.


New district officers for 1957‑58 were elected at the annual meeting, including Halley Dion of Muskegon as president, Cecil H. Fischer of Grand Rapids, Alvin Olson of Kalamazoo and Seaborn Lawrence of Dearborn as vice presidents, John Klaiber as treasurer and Louis R. Harrington as secretary. Other business included the passage of an amendment to the Michigan District constitution to include the district bulletin editor as an officer of the district and as a member of the board of directors. Gordon Grant of the Saginaw Chapter was presented with the Area Counselor of the Year Award and was presented an appropriate plaque in his honor. Grant, who was a past district president, international board member and one of the most dedicated barbershop veterans in the Michigan District, was the spark plug in the reactivation of the Flint and Midland Chapters.

PRIVATE 
Detroit #1 leads Society in funding new headquarterstc  \l 3 "Detroit #1 leads Society in funding new headquarters"

The drive to raise funds to pay off the indebtedness incurred in purchasing the new SPEBSQSA international home in Kenosha, Wisconsin, was off to a fast start with a Michigan chapter leading the national parade. Detroit Chapter #1, which waged an energetic campaign to retain the headquarters in this district but lost when the Alford Mansion deal came up, sent a check for $1,050 for the fund. This chapter was the first to contribute, even before Past President Arthur Merrill had his appeal for funds in the mail. A second first was scored when international headquarters received a check in the sum of $100 from the WOLVERINES, a leading district quartet for a number of years. District President Halley Dion mailed out appeals to other chapters in the Michigan District to help in the fund raising. “The Michigan District, which we call the `pioneer district' because of so many firsts we have accomplished,” Dion said, “will do its part and more I know.”

PRIVATE 
The Los Angeles international convention was interestingtc  \l 3 "The Los Angeles international convention was interesting"

June 19‑23, 1957, and the scene of the international convention and contests was in Los Angeles, California. At the International Board meeting, Joseph E. Lewis of Dallas, Texas, was named the new international president, and Clarence Jalving of Holland, Michigan, was named second vice president. He was replaced on the Board by Louis R. Harrington of Detroit, Michigan, then the current secretary and both past president and past secretary of the Michigan District. Other business transacted at this meeting included naming the chapter-at‑large which was previously established as the “Frank H. Thorne” chapter in honor of the past international president. The $50 charter fee for new chapters was abolished and bidding for international conventions and contests was confined to the midwinter conventions. Considerable discussion was given to the urgency of strict adherence to the barbershop style in Society competition, public perform​ances, and in commercial recordings.


Forty-one quartets vied for the international crown, with the LADS OF ENCHANTMENT from Albuquerque, New Mexico, being declared international champions. The Michigan quartet which went the greatest distance was the FORE-BEARERS OF HARMONY of the Detroit and Wayne Chapters. This capable foursome qualified for the finalist contest, or round of 15, but couldn't score enough to make the medalist or final round. The COMBUST-A-CHORDS of Detroit and Oakland County and the EXTENSION CHORDS of Grand Rapids did not survive beyond the first round. For the COMBUST-A-CHORDS Dame Fortune was looking the other way. The quartet was drawn in the number one slot, the position to open the contest, and it was an arduous task. To begin with, it was up to the Michigan quartet to demonstrate to the officials that the microphone was not adjusted properly and the floor markings for distance were uncertain. After the Detroiters were finished, the adjusting was done. That's probably why we have mike testers in today's contests. The CALIFORNIANS of the Far Western District won the international chorus contest, but Michigan was not represented in the contest. The cost of sending a large chorus to the contest was just too high for the GREAT LAKES Chorus, and alternate choruses couldn't afford it either. The International Board did pass a resolution to the effect that it was to be the district's obligation to provide financial assistance to qualifying choruses who represent them in the international competition at the international convention each year.


The Dearborn Chapter continued its visitations to the veterans' hospitals during the summer. This was an on-going event for many years for Dearborn and other chapters. The second recipient of the Oakland County Chapter's “Charley DeLong” Award for outstanding service in his chapter was presented to Bill Bruce by Charley DeLong himself on June 8. Charley held a record of attending 163 consecutive chapter meetings, and was probably the `attendingest' member in the Society at the time. At this same meeting, Charley, himself, was awarded the first award by the second recipient, Oakland County Secretary Bill Bruce.

PRIVATE 
SHARPKEEPERS win district quartet championshiptc  \l 3 "SHARPKEEPERS win district quartet championship"

Traverse City was the host for the Michigan District quartet and chorus contests on October 18‑20, 1957. The SHARPKEEPERS representing the Metropolitan Detroit Association of Chapters (Al Rehkop, Dearborn, tenor; Bill Rowell, Detroit and Redford Chapters, lead; Gordon Limburg, Oakland County, baritone, and Bob Craig, Dearborn Chapter, bass) won the district championship. The Benton Harbor-St. Joe Chapter FRUIT BELT Chorus was declared the new district chorus champions. The Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus won the right to represent the district at next year's international chorus contest. No other information is available at this time concerning other quartets and choruses competing. The district Troubadour, a source of much of our informa​tion, was not being published during this time period, so information is sketchy.


One of the Michigan District's great barbershoppers passed away on November 5, 1957. He was George O'Brien of the Saginaw Chapter. He had been chairman of the Old Songs Committee and member of the Harmony Heritage Committee of the Society. He edited the “Ye Olde Ed” column in the Harmonizer from December of 1944 until his death, a period of some twelve years. His articles were highly informative and humorous, and he never missed an issue. In addition to the Harmonizer column, he performed an invaluable service and public relations job for the Society in conducting correspondence with literally thousands of barbershoppers concerning songs for which they were searching or on which they wished to have background information. His memory will be perpetuated by his countless contributions to preservation of the Old Songs represented in the recollections of a host of barbershoppers and an Old Songs library in Kenosha which he saw grow from a mere idea to a collection in excess of 80,000 copies of treasured sheet music.


PRIVATE 
1958tc  \l 2 "1958"
PRIVATE 
Midwinter convention held in North Carolinatc  \l 3 "Midwinter convention held in North Carolina"

The international midwinter convention was held in Asheville, North Carolina, the last week in January, 1958. Deliberations and decisions made at this meeting were many and varied. The new international field man's duties were reviewed. (This was Floyd Connett). The Society was to be incorporated in the State of Wisconsin. Publication of a new Contest and Judging Procedure handbook was approved. An International Contest and Judging Committee of six members was set up, in addition to an Associate Committee composed of one member from each district. Miscellaneous changes to the by‑laws were approved.

PRIVATE 
Three quartets qualify at preliminariestc  \l 3 "Three quartets qualify at preliminaries"

The 1958 Michigan District regional quartet preliminaries were held in Jackson, Michigan, on April 26‑27, 1958. The three quartets selected to represent the district in the international contests in Columbus in June were the EXTEN​SION CHORDS (Sid Helder, Cal Verduin, Don Hall and Don Lucas) of Grand Rapids, the CHORD COUNTS (Mike Lucas, lead; Marty Hardenberg, tenor; Chet Oonk, baritone and Jack Oonk, bass) of Holland, and the SHARPKEEPERS (Bob Craig, Gordon Limburg, Bill Rowell, Al Rehkop) from the Detroit Chapter.


At the annual district meeting at the Hayes Hotel in Jackson on April 26, 1958, new officers were elected, as follows: Cecil H. Fischer of Grand Rapids as president, Seaborn Lawrence of Dearborn, Alvin Olson of Kalamazoo and T. Richard Wiseheart of Oakland County were elected vice presidents, John Klaiber was reelected treasurer and Louis Harrington, secretary. Other business included a motion by Howard Tubbs that the annual per capita subscription fee for the Michigan Troubadour and the $2 per capita contribution to the district convention travel fund be based upon the membership of each chapter as of December 31, and the motion was passed. John C. Comloquoy, Jr. was awarded the C. D. Sanborn Area Counselor of the Year Award.


At the annual “Bush League” contest, the STAFF SERGEANTS were declared the champs, the first appearance of this group in the district.


The Michigan District “Song of the Year” selected by John Hill, chairman of the district's Song Selection Committee, was Duncan Hannah's arrangement of “Dear Old Girl.” The arrangement, introduced by Hannah to his own Oakland County Chapter, spread far and wide throughout the district and is still sung today by many Pioneer District barbershoppers.

PRIVATE 
Drastic loss in membership concern of Boardtc  \l 3 "Drastic loss in membership concern of Board"

At the Michigan District executive board meeting held in Ithaca, Michigan, on May 25, 1958, President Fischer and the Board discussed at length the loss in membership from a figure of 1738 to a low of 1336 as of that date. As head of the Membership Committee, Vice President Lawrence, with the aid of the area counselors, was to make a concerted effort to increase the membership. President Fischer then announced the new appointments of area counselors, as follows: John Comloquoy, Jr. as chief area counselor and Frank Tiggleman as area counselor at large. Other counselors appointed included William Favinger, Area 1; Frank Tritle, Area 2; C. D. Sanborn, Area 3; Gordon L. Grant, Area 4; Harold Stark, Area 5; Dr. John Schmittdiel, Area 6; Elmo Crawford, Area 7; Al Burgess, Area 8; E. Van Dezande, Area 9; Gordon Washburn, Area 10; William Hansen, Area 11; and Henry Brown, Area 12. The advisability of promoting and staging a district high school quartet contest was discussed. The success of the western Michigan contest at Grand Rapids was cited, and it was pointed out that this contest could be expanded to include quartets from the entire state.

PRIVATE 
Jalving elected First Vice President of Society at international conventiontc  \l 3 "Jalving elected First Vice President of Society at international convention"

The international quartet and chorus contest and convention was held in Columbus, Ohio, on June 10‑15, 1958. The Deshler-Hilton Hotel was the headquarters with the Veteran's Memorial Auditorium the site for the contests. At the annual House of Delegates meeting, Michigan was elated when Clarence Jalving of Holland, Michigan, was elected first vice president of the Society, and District Secretary Lou Harrington was reelected for another year to the Inter​nation​al Board to fill the unexpired term of Rudy Hart of Indiana. In other business, the Board changed the designation of International Secretary Bob Hafer to executive secretary of the Society. Hafer had been a member of the Northwest Detroit Chapter when the Society headquarters was in Detroit.


In the quartet competition the GAYNOTES of Tulsa, Oklahoma, were the dominant quartet. The SHARPKEEPERS of Detroit and the EXTENSION CHORDS from Grand Rapids both made the semi-finals, while the CHORD COUNTS of Holland missed the cut for the semi-finals. In the international chorus contest, the COTTON BOLLS Chorus of Memphis, Tennessee, was the victor. The Michigan representative, the GREAT LAKES Chorus under Chapter President Lou Mahacek's direction, did a creditable job but did not qualify for the top five. Aside from the five first places, the other eight choruses were unranked, so the true position the chorus placed is unknown. This was true of the first few chorus contests held in the Society.

PRIVATE 
Grand Rapids led the district in organizing high school quartet conteststc  \l 3 "Grand Rapids led the district in organizing high school quartet contests"

The Grand Rapids Chapter was one of the leaders in the state in organizing and conducting high school quartet contests. The contests were started in 1954 and were proving quite successful and entertaining. The contest in 1957 had eight young quartets competing with a quartet made up of three 15-year-olds and one 16-year-old from Holland winning the event. For their fifth event in 1958, the chapter opened the contest to the entire state hoping to draw more entries. In the '57 contest, all the normal quartet singing rules were observed, with the exception of costumes for the stage presence category. Surprisingly enough, however, all of the competing quartets wore costumes of some sort. The top prize of the contest was $200 to be used only in buying quartet costumes. Other awards were given to the individual competitors. We can see the forerunner of our present YMIH program and in some instances, our present junior quartet contests.

PRIVATE 
Kalamazoo hosted fall district contesttc  \l 3 "Kalamazoo hosted fall district contest"

The fall contest was held in Kalamazoo on October 17‑19, 1958, with contest events taking place at the Kalamazoo Central High School and meetings at the Hotel Harris. Eighteen quartets vied for the district crown with the STAFF SERGEANTS from the Wayne and Oakland County Chapters (Don Spurlin, tenor; Bernie Smith, lead; Jack Golding, baritone, and Don Golding, bass) taking the district championship. The INCIDENTALS of Kalamazoo (Cliff Snyder, tenor; Herm Dykema, lead: George Bingham, baritone, and John Hoppe, bass) were the junior champions (for quartets that had competed but not won previous​ly), and the CHORDER MASTERS of Dearborn and Oakland County (Edward Lilly, tenor; Ed Reddick, lead; Roger Craig, baritone, and Carl Dahlke, bass) were declared the novice champions (for quartets that had never competed or won in district competition). Closely pressing in second were the FORE-BEARERS OF HARMONY of Detroit and in third were the CHORD COUNTS of Holland.

PRIVATE 
It was a close shave for the Dearborn Chorustc  \l 3 "It was a close shave for the Dearborn Chorus"

In the chorus competition, the chorus selected to represent the district in international competition in Chicago in 1959, was the Muskegon PORT CITY Chorus. The 26-man group was under the direction of Al Burgess. In second place was the finely tutored FRUIT BELT Chorus under the leadership of Bill Hansen. The Niles-Buchanen Chorus was selected as the “Champion of Michigan” for the year, because Muskegon having won a previous championship, was not eligible. The Dearborn chorus under the direction of Roger Craig took the junior crown. This chorus had gained its laurels the hard way. Only minutes before the time when the chorus was scheduled to go on, four important singing members were being treated for injuries suffered in an auto accident. The Contest Committee shifted the order of appearance to give the Dearborn men a chance to perform. Two of the injured, swathed in bandages and tape, appeared in time to exceed the required minimum of 20 by one. The car was driven by Norm Shamus and with him were Stan Robbins, Louis Kapczi and Sam Vasiu.

PRIVATE 
Expansion plans announcedtc  \l 3 "Expansion plans announced"

Plans were announced to the Michigan delegates that steps toward enlarging the Michigan District were being taken to include two Ontario counties, Kent and Essex. In addition, Michigan was also casting eyes on two other Canadian cities, Sarnia and Sault Ste. Marie, and the Upper Peninsula from the Land O' Lakes District. The addition of the Canadian counties was started when Windsor, just across the river from Detroit, petitioned Michigan to take it into the district. Copies of the petition were also filed with the Ontario District and international headquarters. The Canadian counties involved were at one time leading barber​shopper centers. There were chapters in Windsor, Wallaceburg, Chatham and Leamington. Windsor was still functioning, but the other three had been inactive.


When news of the possible annexation of the Upper Peninsula reached our brothers in the Land O' Lakes District, they passed a resolution to the effect that in no way were they willing to relinquish the Upper Peninsula.


By the official action of the Ontario District House of Delegates on October 28, 1958, the application of the Windsor Chapter for transfer to the Michigan District was officially approved. No mention was made, however, of the two counties in question.

PRIVATE 
Membership continued to declinetc  \l 3 "Membership continued to decline"

Michigan and the entire Society were experiencing a serious decline in membership during 1958. One of the main reasons was the slight recession encountered in the economy of the nation that year. As Society President Joe Lewis commented, “I do not believe there is any slacking of interest in barber​shopping. The general recession business-wise has had an ill effect...more men have been beating the bushes for business, sticking to the grindstone for their economical welfare. Barbershopping is a leisure, a hobby. When the pay checks dwindle and business pressures mount, men will just not turn to play.” Even though the district had picked up four new chapters during the year, three others had folded (Midland, Cadillac and Lowell), and the total district membership stood at 1536, 202 shy of last year's total. Extreme concern was expressed over the possible loss of another quartet slot in international competition due to the downturn in membership. The loss in membership was not all due to chapters folding. Three of the big chapters showed a falling off of membership. Dearborn, which in 1957 had a total of 135 members was down to 90. Much of this could be explained in the fact that with the organization of the Wyandotte Chapter, some of the Dearbornites living in the Wyandotte area shifted their membership. The Detroit Chapter was down to 89, and Muskegon, always a big one, fell from 138 members to 95. Muskegon, being a manufacturing city, was extremely hard hit by the economic decline.

PRIVATE 
Holland gained membership and won an awardtc  \l 3 "Holland gained membership and won an award"

Some chapters in the district did show slight gains, however. One of those was Holland, which showed a 69 percent gain in membership, and was recognized for this by the international office when it named Holland as the “Michigan Chapter of the Year.” In appreciation of the effort, an engraved gavel was presented to the chapter, and it was announced that the chapter would be featured in an upcoming article in the Harmonizer magazine.


PRIVATE 
1959tc  \l 2 "1959"
PRIVATE 
Windsor joins Michigan District - midwinter convention highlights chartering changestc  \l 3 "Windsor joins Michigan District - midwinter convention highlights chartering changes"

The midwinter convention was held in El Paso, Texas, on January 28‑31, 1959. The big concern at this convention was the Society's Expansion Fund which was the vital link to the purchase of the new Harmony Hall in Kenosha. Michigan had pledged $17,210 overall when the fund was set up, with a 1958 pledge of $9,342 of which only $7,048 had been paid up until this time.


The Society's legislative and administrative bodies met to carry on the official business. In addition to the usual business-at-hand, the International Board voted to approve the transfer of the Windsor, Ontario, Chapter to the Michigan District. It also established the Harmony Foundation as a result of a proposal by Laws and Regulation Chairman Mark Roberts of the Grosse Pointe Chapter. Another important change enacted raised the minimum number of members for obtaining and maintaining a chapter charter to 25. However, once having been issued a charter, chapters which by March 31, 1959, had not reported at least 25 members to international headquarters, will automatically be placed on `inactive status' unless fewer than ten members had been reported with payment of full per capita dues. Chapters on inactive status would forfeit all votes in area, district or Society affairs; however, their quartets would be permitted to remain registered with the Society although they would not be allowed to enter official Society contests.

PRIVATE 
District international preliminary at Grand Rapids features high school quartet contesttc  \l 3 "District international preliminary at Grand Rapids features high school quartet contest"

A new innovation was instituted when the Michigan District international preliminary quartet contest, which was held in Grand Rapids April 10‑12, 1959, was combined with the Great Lakes Invitational Annual Show and the high school quartet contest. The contests were held in the Black and Silver room, which is a small theater adjoining the Civic Auditorium hall. Twelve quartets vied for the two spots open to represent the district at the international convention to be held in Chicago. (This had been reduced from three to two because of the decline in membership, which according to the formula in use allowed Michigan only two quartets.) The winners were the SHARPKEEPERS of Detroit and the CHORD COUNTS of the Holland Chapter. The STAFF SERGEANTS from Detroit and Oakland County (they had replaced their tenor Dan Spurlin with Ed Lilly) were declared the alternates. In the high school quartet contest, although it was not reported how many quartets competed, the winners were four lads from the Unity Christian High School of Hudsonville (Gerry Kuiper, tenor; Harry Byker, lead; Roger Steggerda, baritone and Len Van Noord, bass).


The district House of Delegates meeting was highlighted with the keynote address delivered by International President Joe Lewis of Dallas, Texas. New officers elected were Cecil H. Fischer as President for his second term, Vice Presidents Alvin Olson of Kalamazoo, John Comloquoy of Jackson and C. D. Sanborn of Pontiac, Secretary Lou Harrington and John W. Klaiber as treasurer. William Hansen of the Fruit Belt Chapter was named the Area Counselor of the Year. Hansen had also arranged the song for the district Memorial Committee which was to be sung at memorial services for district members. It was called “Over the Bar,” and he introduced a quartet called the KESTERKEYS to sing the song for the delegates before they officially adopted it.

PRIVATE 
Clarence Jalving elected international president for 1960tc  \l 3 "Clarence Jalving elected international president for 1960"

The big news for Michiganders at the international convention held in Chicago on June 30–July 4, 1959, was that Clarence Jalving of the Holland Chapter was elected the new international president for the following year. Also elected to be a trustee of Harmony Foundation was Mark Roberts of the Grosse Pointe Chapter. Joe Jones was reappointed chairman of the International Contest and Judging Committee for the years 1959 and 1960. Howard Tubbs, a long-time Detroit member, was appointed the district C & J chairman.


In the chorus contest held at the convention, Jim Moses and the Pekin, Illinois, chorus was declared the winner. The PORT CITY Chorus of Muskegon, under the direction of Al Burgess, finished a commendable fourth in the fourteen chorus competition. This was the highest position that any Michigan chorus has ever attained in international chorus competition since Grand Rapids had won in 1953.


The PITCHHIKERS from Springfield, Missouri, won the international quartet contest championship, but, Michigan's two quartets, the SHARPKEEPERS of Detroit and the CHORD COUNTS of Holland, were in there pitching and each gave a very creditable performance. The CHORD COUNTS made the top twenty in the afternoon preliminaries, and ended up thirteenth overall. The SHARPKEEPERS, singing in the number one spot in the quarter finals, got off to a shaky start, and didn't make the top twenty. Apparently their first song, “I'm Acomin' Acourtin' Corabelle” wasn't up to their usual style, and cost them a chance to make the semi-finals.


At the District Executive Board meeting held at the Hayes Hotel in Jackson on June 2, membership and membership problems were discussed at length. The thinking of those men involved resolved into a plan for prepayment or a pay-as-you-go method of collecting and reporting dues so that membership dues could be kept up to date.

PRIVATE 
Charlevoix `Jamboree' revived againtc  \l 3 "Charlevoix `Jamboree' revived again"

While most of the chapters were taking part in their usual summer activities, things were beginning to rev up in the northern part of the district when the Charlevoix Chapter was revived, and especially the annual `Charlevoix Jamboree,' which had lapsed several years before. September 5 was the date of the big affair, and entertainment was provided the Boyne City SNOW BELT Chorus, the AGING FOUR of Lansing, the PHD'S of Muskegon, the MERRI-MEN of Lansing, the STAFF SERGEANTS, the district champions from Detroit, the EXTENSION CHORDS, and the GREAT LAKES Chorus of Grand Rapids. District President Cecil Fischer emceed the gala affair, which was highlighted by a gaily decorated high school gymnasium, a tradition with the former Charlevoix shows. The climax of the affair was the finale with all quartets on stage with their many different colored uniforms and the GREAT LAKES Chorus standing on risers in front of the stage dressed in their Indian uniforms. This group of performers presented a very colorful picture as they sang the Society theme song “Keep America Singing,” directed by past District President Loton Willson. The afterglow was held in the basement of the Beach Hotel where about 350 guests were again entertained. The Charlevoix Chapter was rechartered in December of 1959.

PRIVATE 
Michigan invades Holland for fall conventiontc  \l 3 "Michigan invades Holland for fall convention"

Holland, Michigan, was selected as the site for the fall district contest and convention on October 9‑10, 1959. The Holland Chapter, the home chapter of the International President Clarence Jalving and Bill Diekema, prepared well for the invasion of Michigan barbershoppers. Two headquarters were established for the event, the Warm Friend Hotel for district meetings, and the club rooms of the Holland Chapter, located just across the street from the hotel, were open for all to use as needed. Don Lucas was the general chairman for the event. The contest events took place in Holland's Civic Center.


In the quartet contest, the CHORD COUNTS of Holland ruled supreme and were declared the Michigan District champions. In second place was the AIRE-MALES and the third spot went to the LANSINGERS of Lansing. The PHD'S of Muskegon were declared the junior champions and the novice champions were the SCOREKEEPERS of Northwest Detroit.


The chorus contest provided chorus singing which was of a much higher level than any other contest that had gone before. Ten choruses competed, with the Muskegon PORT CITY Chorus, directed by Al Burgess, once again selected to represent the district in the upcoming international competition. The Niles-Buchanan Chorus, under the direction of Bard Borst, won second place overall, but because they were last year's district champions, they were ineligible for the title. The Dearborn CHORD-O-MATIC Chorus, under the direction of Roger Craig, became the new district champion, having out sung the nine other competing choruses.

PRIVATE 
Idea for district-sponsored package shows to aid travel fund advancedtc  \l 3 "Idea for district-sponsored package shows to aid travel fund advanced"

In business meetings associated with the convention, the House of Delegates turned down an Executive Board recommendation to split future chorus contests, settling the district title in the fall and the regional, or international qualifying, in the spring. The main reason for not going along with the plan was that district and regional contests were already awarded for two years and plans for them were made based on the format of that time. Other business included the proposal that the district sponsor district package shows, involving top talent to be offered at Michigan state-wide events such as fairs, conventions, and the like. The district itself would be the agents for the shows and all profits that might accrue would go into the district coffers. A Study Committee was set up composed of Harold Sepull of Dearborn as chairman, Bill Favinger of Detroit, Frank Brown of Lansing, Robert Walker of Grand Rapids and Dr. S. Duplissis of Muskegon. It was felt that this could be a way for the district to help finance the travel fund and the expansion fund in the district.


The creation of a new area and the realignment of another was also announced. The new area, to be known as Area 13, consisted of Cheboygan County, formerly in Area 6, Alpena and Presque Isle formerly of Area 5 together with three Upper Peninsula counties, Luce, Chippewa, Mackinac and Schoolcraft. Robert Tracy of Cheboygan was named counselor for the area.


The ‘Michigan Song of the Year’ was selected by Duncan Hannah of the Oakland County Chapter and former CLEF DWELLER quartet member. It was “Girl of My Dreams,” and was selected by Dunc because it was an old barbershop song that was easily taught and sung.


As we look back on the Fifties, we can truly say that this was a decade of transition for the district. The historic events recorded here certainly reflect that. We became much smaller in size as our membership decreased, and as the Society itself grew in numbers and musical acumen. But we never lost our stature organization-wise nor administratively. We still remained the most progressive district in the Society. Even though the headquarters was moved out of the district, we still proudly contributed two gentlemen as international presidents and were the first to win the chorus championship. Musically, and administratively, we still were at the top of the heap.


PRIVATE 
1960tc  \l 2 "1960"
PRIVATE 
International hierarchy revampedtc  \l 3 "International hierarchy revamped"

Under the tutelage of International President Clarence Jalving from the Holland, Michigan, Chapter, the hierarchy of the international was restructured at the midwinter convention held in Hartford, Connecticut January 27‑30, 1960. The primary change involved the elimination of the International House of Delegates (which was made up of officers and district presidents) and the establishment of an `International Board of Directors.' The new Board of Directors established consisted of the international officers, 15 additional directors (one from each district), past international presidents and the executive director. Nominees for the new positions were solicited from each district by the International Nominating Committee. The three names submitted by the Michigan District included District President Cecil Fischer, Louis R. Harrington, and Troubadour Editor Roscoe Bennett.


At the district Board of Director's meeting held in Marshall, Michigan, on March 6, 1960, another action by the International Board changing the Society's operations from a fiscal year to a calendar year was discussed. This affected the district in that it was mandated that each district and chapter elect officers in October of 1960 to take office on January 1, 1961. It was brought out that in making the change, it was recommended that all district and chapters consider retaining their present officers during the transition period and that they serve until December 31, 1960. The Board moved to recommend to the House of Delegates that the present officers be retained for the balance of 1960.

PRIVATE 
Windsor hosts its first district conventiontc  \l 3 "Windsor hosts its first district convention"

Windsor was the site for the 1960 Michigan regional quartet contest. The event was held in the brand new Cleary Auditorium and Memorial Hall, and this event was the first ever held in this beautiful edifice. The headquarters hotel was the Norton Palmer.


Eleven quartets vied for the two positions allotted the district at the upcoming international contest. It was unfortunate for the district that the number of quartets apportioned under the system in use at international was made on the basis of district memberships as of February 29, 1960. At that time Michigan had 1,142 members, 18 points under the formula which would have given Michigan three quartets. As President Cecil Fischer lamented, “Although the system works the same for everyone, I know full well Michigan has more than two quartets of international championship class. It's too bad that these fine working units are to be deprived of a chance of getting to the top in their chosen field and vie for an international championship.” This sounds familiar to many even today throughout the Society, although it has been answered to a great degree with the selecting of additional quartets over and above the two quartets allowed for each district selected on the basis of their scores, thus including the highest scoring quartets in the Society. It was a good move on the part of the Society to incorporate this change.


Detroit SHARPKEEPERS and the Dearborn‑Wayne AIRE-MALES were declared the winners over a field that included Holland's CHORD COUNTS, Muskegon's PHD'S, the LANSINGERS, the District Champ STAFF SER​GEANTS, the STATE LINERS of Niles, the CHORD BANDITS of Lansing, the SONIC AIRES of Detroit, the SCOREKEEPERS of Northwest Detroit, and the CHORDUROYS of Oakland County.

PRIVATE 
Dallas was scene of 1960 international conventiontc  \l 3 "Dallas was scene of 1960 international convention"

The international convention was held in Dallas, Texas, on June 21‑26, 1960. The Muskegon PORT CITY Chorus under the direction of Al Burgess finished in 10th place in the field of 15 choruses. The two Michigan District quartet representatives both finished as semi-finalists, with the AIRE-MALES from the Wayne and Dearborn Chapters (Dale Clixby, bari; Roger Craig, bass; Tom Pollard, lead; and Bill Wilcox, tenor) finishing in 19th place, and the SHARPKE​EPERS from the Dearborn and Detroit #1 Chapter (Bill Rowell, lead; Bob Craig, bass; Gordon Limburg, bari; and Al Rehkop, tenor) ending up in 17th place.


During the convention, a high honor went to Mark Roberts of the Grosse Pointe Chapter when he was appointed to a seven‑year term on the Harmony Foundation Committee. Mark had been for many years the international treasurer and by‑laws expert.


On May 14, the fourteenth annual Boyne City “Bush League” con​test was held with a total of twelve quartets vying for the annual novice championship. The event which was moved to May this year found better than 400 from all over the Midwest in attendance. The winning quartet, the AUTO-TOWNERS (Glenn Van Tassell, lead; Clint Bostick, bari; Carl Dahlke, bass; and Dominic Palmieri, tenor) won the crown singing a Bill Diekema arrangement of “Just As Your Mother Was” and the Renee Craig arrangement of “The Vacant Chair.” Close behind in second‑place was the FLYING DUTCHMEN quartet of Holland (Jim Lucas, lead; Dave VanderVliet, bari; Dan VanderVliet, tenor; and Tom Bratt, bass), who just four weeks before had won the Michigan High School quartet championship. A highlight of the evening was the selection of the 1960 King of the Bush League, an award to a Michigan barbershopper who over the years has given continued support and encouragement to the Bush League. Ed Gaikema of Grand Rapids was selected for 1960.


Louis R. Harrington, the secretary of the district and a past district president, was nominated to represent the Michigan District on the newly established International Board of Directors. Charlevoix and the Michigan District lost one of Michigan's original and most enthusiastic SPEBSQSA members and Society workers when Dallas Henry died early in March. He was actually a barber in Charlevoix, and was one of the organizers of the Charlevoix Labor Day Jamboree. Another death occurring in August was that of Charley DeLong of the Oakland County Chapter. He had a record of service to the Oakland County Chapter that included 196 consecutive meetings, more than 16 years in which Charlie's name was on every monthly roll call. The amazing thing about Charlie was that he was considered a “crow” in barbershop parlance, but loved barbershop harmony so very much that he never missed a meeting. An award was set up by the Oakland County Chapter in his name and was presented every year until Oakland County merged with the Detroit #1 Chapter in 1986.

PRIVATE 
Ann Arbor Chapter reactivatedtc  \l 3 "Ann Arbor Chapter reactivated"

After a lapse of several years, the Ann Arbor Chapter was reactivated due to the hard work of John Comloquoy, the chief area counselor of the district. Sponsored by the Wayne Chapter, the chapter was rechartered on May 6 with more than 30 members.

PRIVATE 
Dearborn Chapter put on a great conventiontc  \l 3 "Dearborn Chapter put on a great convention"

Reputed at the time to be probably the “finest organized convention and contest in the history of the Michigan District—maybe the best ever held anywhere—,” the district contest at Dearborn was held October 6‑9, 1960. A field of 15 quartets competed for the Michigan district crown, with the AIRE-MALES from the Wayne and Dearborn Chapter reigning supreme, outsinging the new AUTO TOWNERS quartet (the most recent Bush League Champs), and the Oakland County CURBSTONE SERENADERS. The CHORDUROYS, also of Oakland County, won the junior championship—a class made up of quartets that have competed before but have not won a medalist position. The HURON-AIRES of Ann Arbor won the novice title—for quartets that have never competed before. Personnel for the CHORDUROYS included Mel Holderness, bass; Bernie Smith, lead; John Wearing, tenor; and Marv McClary, baritone. The third place CURBSTONE SERENADERS included Bob Marshall, tenor; Ed Lilly, lead; Tom Rafferty, bari; and Cliff Douglas, bass.


In the chorus contest to determine Michigan's representative to the next international contest in Philadelphia, Muskegon posted their third straight victory over a field of 13 choruses under the direction of Al Burgess. In second place and only 13 points behind was the GATEWAY Chorus of the Niles-Buchanan Chapter under the direction of Bard Borst. Third place honors went to the Detroit #1 Chapter's MOTOR CITY Chorus under director Bob Luscombe. The junior championship went to the MALL CITY Chorus of Kalamazoo under Dick Peterson. Other choruses competing were the CHORD-O-MATICS of Dearborn, the BARBERY HOST of Oakland County, and the WINDMILL Chorus of Holland. The Windsor, Ann Arbor, Utica, and Branch County of Coldwater also had choruses in the contest.

PRIVATE 
Dues increase and membership benefit program proposal causes considerable controversytc  \l 3 "Dues increase and membership benefit program proposal causes considerable controversy"

An important piece of business at the meeting of the International House of Delegates at the Dallas convention was the proposed increase in per capita dues from $5.50 to $15 per year. The motion was passed subject to the ratification of the districts at their House of Delegates meeting. The proposal was accompa​nied with an explanation of direct benefits to the members which included: (1) Five field representatives to carry on the work started by Floyd Connett earlier. (2) A director of musical activities to set up programs of barbershop craft training, chorus director development, quartet coach training, instructions on song arranging, etc. (3) A public relations director to help sell our Society to the public. (4) A convention manager to help the districts improve their two yearly conventions. (5) Training of chapter and district officers so that more chapters can operate effectively. (6) Twelve Harmonizers a year instead of six.


The proposal received mixed reactions from the districts. The Society even went so far as to publish a special edition of the Harmonizer in August of 1960 explaining the plan in its entirety. As the Troubadour editorializing the defeat of the plan later, said: “Out of all the controversy that has swept across the nation while barbershoppers at the ground level, the districts and the chapters, were pondering the so-called member benefit plan, there has come one clear note—a call for decentralizing of control in the hands of any group far removed from the chapter meeting. ...SPEBSQSA is an American institution and Americans do not like to have anything forced down their throats. They are fair and will consider almost anyone's ideas if they are fairly submitted. The MBP was not fairly submitted.” The arguments against the plan called for more volunteerism at the district and chapter levels, rather than a larger paid central staff and the perquisites that go with it.


It is interesting to note from an historical perspective, that as this history is being written in 1991, almost all of the proposals of the membership benefit plan have been incorporated into the organization. The recent dues increase (January, 1991) met with very little opposition compared to that encountered in 1960. Have we lost our willingness to combat big government and further bureaucratic growth?

PRIVATE 
District reorganizedtc  \l 3 "District reorganized"

A complete revamping of the district was set up and approved by the district House of Delegates. It called for the division of the district into four zones each manned by a district vice president. The vice presidents were elected at the annual election from each of the designated zones approved by the delegates. John Comloquoy, Jr., of Jackson was elected president with the adoption of the report of the Nominating Committee of which Past President Robert H. Walker was chairman. Vice presidents elected included: Chase Sanborn of Pontiac, Zone 1; William Hansen of Benton Harbor, Zone 2; Al Burgess of Muskegon, Zone 3; and Bob Tracy of Mackinac City, Zone 4. Louis Harrington was reelected secretary and John W. Klaiber was reelected treasurer.

PRIVATE 
Resolutions adopted for International Board considerationtc  \l 3 "Resolutions adopted for International Board consideration"

Three resolutions by the Michigan District were addressed to the International Board of Directors at Kenosha for consideration at the midwinter convention in Milwaukee in January. The first was a draft of the consensus of chapters concerning a proposed raise in dues and accompanying services felt desired by the chapters. The directors were instructed to tell the International Board that Michigan favored an increase to $7 with a $1 rebate to the district. The majority of members said they wanted no further services from international than they enjoy now.


The second resolution asked that international lower the minimum requirements for members in a chapter from 25 to 20 and that the licensing proposal now in force be continued.


The third resolution Secretary Harrington was ordered to draft was to the effect that the International House of Delegates, with district presidents as delegates, should be re-established, and that the present changed setup to take effect on Jan. 1 be abolished. It was indicated in the discussions that it was also the idea that the House of Delegates be made smaller, including 15 district presidents and the international officers and that the present Board be abolished.


In Milwaukee, where the 1961 midwinter convention was held, Michigan's pleas to the international powers proved fruitless, with the vote to deny carried with only one dissenting vote, that of Lou Harrington, Michigan's representative. The dues resolution was tabled pending an exhaustive study by an International Committee to be presented at the Philadelphia convention. Apparently the third Michigan resolution was never introduced.


The district suffered a great loss on December 23, 1960, when Cecil Fischer, 59, suffered a heart attack while shoveling snow outside his home in Grand Rapids just eight days before his term as district president expired. He had been one of the most devoted barbershop workers in the entire society since he was introduced to four-part harmony in 1943.

