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PRIVATE 
1976tc  \l 2 "1976"PRIVATE 

PRIVATE 
New contest format adoptedtc  \l 3 "New contest format adopted"

A bit of remodeling of the traditional way of doing things at our district conventions began in 1976. As a result of the planning that had been in the works for some five years by the District Board and its committees, the quartet preliminaries were moved from Saturday morning to Friday night at 9 p.m. This reshuffling brought about other changes in the routine of the convention, and did help to cut down on the hectic pace that had marked the contest sessions up until this time.


The Board of Directors meeting was changed to start at 2 p.m. on Friday to start the weekend activities. The quartet preliminaries followed at 9 p.m. The House of Delegates meeting was changed to convene at 9 a.m. on Saturday morning, with the chorus contest following at 1:30 p.m. Quartet finals were scheduled to start at 8 p.m. Saturday evening, so that everyone would be able to relax and enjoy the hospitality rooms when the scheduled events were over.


Every competitor was required to register, as usual. Early registration was $8 for an all-event ticket until April 1, after which the same ticket was $9. Individual sessions were tagged at $4 each.

PRIVATE 
Early spring chapter shows had patriotic flavortc  \l 3 "Early spring chapter shows had patriotic flavor"

1976 was the year of our nation's 200th year bicentennial celebration, and almost all of the Pioneer chapters participated and made their annual shows showcases for our nation's birthday celebration.


Chapters in the Pioneer District held their chapter shows in the early part of the year, generally during the months of February through May, and 1976 proved to be no exception. Chapters holding shows during this period included Monroe, Holly-Fenton, Pontiac, Oakland County, Wayne, Battle Creek, Grand Rapids, St. Joseph Valley, Flint, Boyne City, Kalamazoo and Alpena. Battle Creek's show theme was entitled a “Salute to America,” and many of the chapters adopted this general theme. The Flint Chapter also included the “Salute to America” format on their show on April 10, 1976.


The Grand Rapids Chapter hosted its 33rd Great Lakes Invitational on April 10, 1976, in Civic Auditorium with emphasis on barbershop as part of our American heritage. Along with the 60-man chorus and their local quartets, the show featured the 1967 International Champs the FOUR STATESMEN, the FRONT OFFICE FOUR from Lansing, and the ever popular CITATIONS, international finalists from Louisville, Kentucky. The Wayne Chapter titled their show “What a Country” and featured the OK-4 from Oklahoma City.


The Detroit Chapter went one step further and scheduled a “Bach to Barbershop” show in conjunction with the Bowling Green State University Symphony Orchestra in Detroit's Masonic Auditorium on June 4, 1976. This show not only included the MOTOR CITY Chorus, but the GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT and the VAGABONDS as well. The Society's Director of Communications, Hugh Ingraham, came from Kenosha to MC the fantastic show. Bob Whitledge, director of the MOTOR CITY Chorus, put the package together with Dr. Emil Raab and his excellent Bowling Green State Symphony Orchestra.

PRIVATE 
Washington, D.C. draws largest attendancetc  \l 3 "Washington, D.C. draws largest attendance"

More than 1200 barbershoppers and their families congregated in the nation's capitol to make up the biggest attendance at any midwinter convention up to that time. The highlight of the weekend of January 29-30, 1976, was the premiere of the Society's Bicentennial show “Salute to America,” at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. The show featured the 250-man CHORUS OF THE POTOMAC (made up from Washington area chapters). In addition, numerous area quartets participated to make the show a real classic.


Following a year's consideration of two proposals on increasing the number of competing quartets in international competition, the International Board approved a two-year (1976 and 1977) test program. During the trial period, if a medalist quartet(s) from the international quartet contest competes and qualifies in the following district international preliminary quartet contest, the next eligible quartet(s) from that district will be allowed to compete in the next international quartet contest in addition to the medalist quartet(s).


As approved by the International Board in January 1975, additional facilities to house expanded Society operations in Kenosha were to be finalized about March 1, 1976. The new property consisted of two units, one (a former super market) consisting of 15,000 square feet, and the other (formerly a drug store) consisting of 9,300 square feet. The Society will occupy the 9,300 square feet and lease out the larger portion to provide income. The cost of the building was $350,000.


One new innovation taken by the Board was the recognition of the accom​plish​ments of our international quartet champions. As a token of apprecia​tion, the Society would provide the Association of International Champions with an official A/C ring, effective with the 1976 champions.

PRIVATE 
Early quartet and coaching workshops success​fultc  \l 3 "Early quartet and coaching workshops success​ful"

Pioneer's hard-working Music Education Director W. D. “Bill” Butler arranged for two workshops which were successfully held on February 27-29, 1976, and again on March 19-21, 1976, at the Olds Plaza in Lansing. The first session was a quartet coaching seminar which featured international staffer Mac Huff, and the second was a Chorus Director's Workshop and Clinic featuring Joe Liles. Bill reported both of these sessions were simply fantastic and very productive, as well as a lot of fun.

PRIVATE 
All eyes turned toward Lansingtc  \l 3 "All eyes turned toward Lansing"

The Lansing Ramada Inn was the headquarters motel for the Pioneer District spring convention on April 23-25, 1976, with the Eastern Auditorium as the contest site. Thirteen quartets vied for the three spots allocated to the Pioneer District for the San Francisco international quartet contest (under the trial rule passed at the recent January 1976, Washington, D.C., midwinter convention).


In the quartet contest, the VAGABONDS—from the Detroit #1, Lansing and Oakland County chapters—jumped into a first round lead in the preliminaries, as expected, and solidified their position in the Saturday night finals to assure their presence on stage at the Cow Palace in San Francisco in July.


With three spots to be filled, the remaining 12 entries pulled out all the stops for the judges and gave district fans another great barbershop experience as they battled to the wire. The NORTHERN HI-LITES, representing Grosse Pointe, Wayne, Detroit #1 and Oakland County chapters (Bob Demchak, tenor; Dave Caldwell, lead; Bob Wisdom, baritone and Lee Hanson, bass), three times the bridesmaid, were not to be denied this year as they sang their way to a second place finish, 161 points off the pace set by the VAGA​BONDS. The CLASS​MATES, from the Battle Creek and Saginaw-Bay chapters (Jim Johnson, tenor; Tom Peil, lead; Bob Glover, baritone and Len Johnson, bass) came on with some consistent scoring and a fine showing in the arrangement category to grab third place and a trip out West.


They were followed by the surprising performance of the SOUND SPEC​TRUM representing the Port Huron, Grosse Pointe and Clinton Valley chapters (Denis Phelan, tenor; Galen Oliver, lead; Brian Kaufman, baritone and Jack Slamka, bass)—good enough to make first alternate. The FINAL EDITION, a late entry, overcame some sore throat problems to finish fifth and only 16 points away from the alternates. Filling out the top seven were the STATELINERS, the FOUR “D” MINORS and the PATCH CHORDS (from the Lansing Chapter).


The chorus contest found 12 choruses competing, and also found Wayne Director Steve Sutherland set a new record for the high jump when it was announced that the Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus was the new district champion chorus. Steve, long an assistant and associate director under some great leadership at Wayne, achieved success on his first try at the helm of the WONDERLAND Chorus. Grosse Pointe, under Gordon Limburg, finished only 28 points behind and just five points ahead of a surging Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus that fielded some 60 men on stage.


Monroe, with Glenn Van Tassell directing, finished a strong fourth; followed by Saginaw-Bay, Traverse City, Lansing, Clinton Valley, Port Huron, Benton Harbor, Windsor and Gratiot County. Saginaw-Bay, directed by Jim Gross, captured the Silver Division trophy with a fine performance.

PRIVATE 
PATCH CHORDS grab brass gaboontc  \l 3 "PATCH CHORDS grab brass gaboon"

Thirteen quartets competed at the annual Boyne City “Bush League” contest on May 1, 1976, in what proved to be a real barn burner from beginning to end. Only 126 points separated the second and the thirteenth position. When all the votes were in and tabulated, they showed the PATCH CHORDS from Lansing (Mike Johnson, tenor; Gene Johnson, lead; Don Horton, baritone, and Doug Pearson, bass) to be far and away the best of the lot.


The PATCH CHORDS had formed a year earlier, and were becoming one of the finest entertaining quartets in the district. In the six months prior to the contest, they were particularly busy making a name for themselves in the Lansing and the Owosso area. Their selection of “Sara Jane,” “Mister Bassman” and “On Top of Old Smokey” added a lot of comedy to their comedic show routine. The PATCH CHORDS also took their barbershop singing seriously. They attended as many quartet clinics as they could and were coached by that knowledgeable retired chairman of judges, Merle Clayton from Battle Creek.

PRIVATE 
GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT took their final bowtc  \l 3 "GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT took their final bow"

The GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT appeared for the last time on June 19, 1976 at Lars Hockstad Auditorium in Traverse City, Michigan. The show featured all three versions of the GA, number one being with Glenn Van Tassell on baritone, number two with Greg Backwell, and number three with Jim Gross. The quartet was probably one of the most popular and entertaining quartets in barbershopping from 1970 through 1976, and it was sad when they finally broke up. They did get together one time later, at a Pioneer District CAN–AM Jamboree Show in Chatham, Ontario, on June 6, 1987. This was with the original four. A salute to one of the finest quartets ever to have sung in our Society! They probably commanded more respect and admiration than any other quartet in the Society during their singing years.

PRIVATE 
Division I hosted big Send-Off Showtc  \l 3 "Division I hosted big Send-Off Show"

A big Send-Off Show was held on Friday, May 21, 1976, under the direction of Division I Vice President Clay Jones and General Chairman Fred MacFadyen of the Oakland County Chapter. Headlining the big event at the Warren Fitzgerald High School on May 21 were the combined chorus of Division I members in attendance (directed by Glenn Van Tassell), San Francisco-bound Detroit MOTOR CITY Chorus with Bob Whitledge, and the new District Champion Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus ecstatically directed by Steve Sutherland. The San Francisco-bound NORTHERN HI-LITES, CLASSMATES, and VAGA​BONDS headlined the quartet presentations, and were joined by the WARREN G. HARDING MEMORIAL FOUR. Money contributed and taken in at the door was used to defray the cost of sending the representative quartets and chorus to the San Francisco convention. The district was committed to providing $9,000 of the estimated $32-40,000 required to send a chorus and the quartets to the convention ($4500 was already set up in the travel fund). Fortunately, the show was successful both financially and artistically.

PRIVATE 
Some surprises at San Franciscotc  \l 3 "Some surprises at San Francisco"

As the editor of the Troubadour at the time, Roger Morris stated, “It was a ding-dong, sing-song of a battle at San Francisco's Cow Palace on July 8-10, 1976, as the INNSIDERS from Houston, Texas, edged the Pioneer District VAGABONDS for the gold medal and the quartet championship of S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A., Inc. The two quartets were one-two from the outset, with the INNSIDERS grabbing a 20-point lead in the Thursday opener, and steadily padding their lead to win the trophy.”

It was unfortunate for the VAGABONDS to have finished second in this contest. It is probably one of the few contests where the audience in great numbers disagreed with the judges as to the final outcome. Your author, in talking with knowledgeable barbershoppers throughout the Society who were at the contest, surmised that the overall feeling was the VAGABONDS should have been the winner. However, the judges make the final determination as to the outcome, and the INNSIDERS proved to be excellent champions.


As Roger stated further, “It was Phoenix who captured the chorus competition at San Francisco. It was Scarborough who tore down the house with its great singing and a wild demonstration accompanying its second place finish. But from the grins on their faces, the starry glare in their eyes, the Seventh-Heaven stride in their walk, you would have thought our MOTOR CITY guys had just pulled off the coup of the century.”

Detroit and Pioneer District people at the Cow Palace in San Francisco were almost as jubilant when the MOTOR CITY singers were announced as the choice for seventh, the highest finish for a Pioneer representative in many moons, and a great performance by Bob Whitledge and his charges.


While they didn't make the first cut in the quartet competition, the NORTH​ERN HI-LITES and the CLASSMATES showed a lot of potential, as well as togetherness, in finishing 35 and 36. While that may seem back in the pack, remember there were 48 entries in this year's contest, and hundreds more who did not make it out of their districts. Every one of our Pioneer people deserve a big hand for a great effort in San Francisco.

PRIVATE 
International Board highlightstc  \l 3 "International Board highlights"

At the International Board meeting commensurate with the San Francisco convention, International Vice President Sam Aramian of the Far Western District was elected to the office of international president for 1977. Some of the key administrative matters handled by the Board at this meeting which affected Pioneer members included: The Executive Committee will study the feasibility of creating a Rocky Mountain District. As to the Society's motto song, “Keep America Singing,” written by Bill Diekema of the Holland Chapter, the Board granted permission to use such alternate words as “Keep everyone singing...” or “Keep the whole world singing...” instead of “Keep America singing....” This was to come back to haunt the Society in later years, since neither Bill Diekema nor his family wanted the lyrics altered in any way. It was finally resolved in 1992 when the Board adopted a second stanza to incorporate the new words, keeping the original first stanza intact.

PRIVATE 
“Star Spangled Harmony” theme of Oakland County and St. John's Autumn Harmony Showtc  \l 3 "“Star Spangled Harmony” theme of Oakland County and St. John's Autumn Harmony Show"

The Oakland County Chapter and St. John's Episcopal Church combined for a two-night show on Friday, September 24, 1976, at the church in Royal Oak, Michigan. The show featured the narration of WJR's award-winning Mike Whorf on our American heritage and 200 years of growth, with the WOLVERINE Chorus providing barbershop harmony for the background of the narration. With Mike Whorf's sharp eye for the spirit and substance of the epic events of the past, combined with the excellent sounds of barbershop harmony, the show was a natural. Mike had taken the basic framework of our special bicentennial show package and reworked it to suit his own distinct style and flavor. Headlined on the show in addition to the WOLVERINE Chorus, were the VAGABONDS, the FRONT OFFICE FOUR Sweet Adeline Quartette, and the HARMONICA MEN TRIO.

PRIVATE 
Other Fall 1976 events of notetc  \l 3 "Other Fall 1976 events of note"
    _
Harrisville over the Labor Day weekend was crowded as usual. Pioneer District Logopedics Chairman Fran Durham reported that the Harrisville outing had provided Logopedics with a contribution of $910.08, quite a sum of money.

    _
The Logopedics Spectacular which took place in Battle Creek on September 11 was sponsored by the Battle Creek Chapter. It was a very exciting show with Jim Miller of the THOROUGHBREDS directing a massed chorus of 92 men and the DEALER'S CHOICE and the GRANDMA'S BOYS as featured quartets. In addition, the Battle Creek and Kalamazoo choruses had special spots on the show. There were numerous quartet and solo spots throughout this bicentennial presentation. Dick Smith, of the Battle Creek Chapter, did a super job as narrator. Doran McTaggart was his superb self as master of ceremonies.

    _
The HURON HARMONY Chorus was privileged to sing the national anthem at the Tiger's ball game on August 22 in a spirited show set up to honor former Tiger players. The chorus, along with the harmonica players from SPAH (that's Society for the Preservation and Advancement of the Harmonica), put on a brief show, after which the chorus sang the “Star Spangled Banner” in front of a huge audience including national TV coverage.

    _
The HARMONY HOUNDS announced a reorganization of the group that had been entertaining audiences for some 14 years. Lowell Wolfe announced that he was moving south to Florida, and Roger Lewis decided to retire at the same time. Dick Smith took over the lead from Roger Lewis and Dorn Burrill replaced Lowell in the baritone spot.

    _
The first annual “Milltown Festival of Harmony” was held in Grayling High School on July 31, 1976. The HURON HARMONY Chorus from Port Huron took home the “Pole Town Award” as a symbol they were “tops” on the judges' score sheets. The Alpena chorus was runner-up. Others competing in the festival, designed for small chorus rivalry, were Boyne City, Cadillac, and the host Au Sable Valley Chapter.

    _
The VAGABONDS traveled to Chicago on September 20, 1976, along with the FRONT OFFICE FOUR Sweet Adeline quartette, where they starred on the popular Phil Donahue show, which was aired live on WGN-TV, Channel 9, at 11 a.m. The entire show was dedicated to barbershop harmony, with the Pride of Michigan and Michigan's current Queens of Harmony carrying most of the load. It was a great performance by our champs, and some solid public relations for the Society.

PRIVATE 
FOREIGN POLICY wins district title; MOTOR CITY Chorus takes preliminariestc  \l 3 "FOREIGN POLICY wins district title; MOTOR CITY Chorus takes preliminaries"

Pioneer District barbershop members will long remember the 1976 fall convention; not just for the splendor and the beauty of the trappings of the Hyatt Regency in Dearborn, but for the hospitality of the Grosse Pointe Chapter, and for the high level of competition in both the chorus preliminaries and the district quartet contest.


Bob Whitledge and the MOTOR CITY Chorus cleared the first hurdle in the big ballroom at Dearborn's Hyatt Regency on October 9 by taking a 101-point win over the runner-up Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus and eight other entries, including Grand Rapids, Monroe, Oakland County, Grosse Pointe, Battle Creek, Lansing, Kalamazoo, and Holland. As a result, the MOTOR CITY Chorus won the right to represent the district at the 1977 Philadelphia international chorus contest.


The FOREIGN POLICY quartet scored a big win to take the district crown in one of best sing-offs seen and heard in the district in many years. With 17 groups entered and the vastly improved quality of the participants, the entire Pioneer District came out a clear winner.


The new champs—with John Wearing singing tenor, Russ Seely lead, Don Humphries baritone, and Thom Hine bass—registered a solid 150-point victory over the GREAT LAKES EXPRESS. The SOUND SPECTRUM, tied with the GLX after Friday evening's semi-finals, finished third by a mere ten points.


Monroe's COUNTRY ESTATE finished sixth to take the novice champion​ship, with the PATCH CHORDS and the ROLLING TONES just ahead of them in fourth and fifth place. Other quartets competing included the FRINGE BENEFIT, HARMONY HOUNDS, CEREAL CITY CHORD COMMITTEE, PERSONAL EXPRESSION, WARREN G. HARDING MEMORIAL FOUR, GOLDEN OLDIES, VILLAGE RAMBLERS, CHORDWOODS, YE OLDE LAMPLYTERS, SUBTLE IMPRESSIONS, and the RAPIDAIRES.

PRIVATE 
Board adopts new method of distributing travel funds to contestantstc  \l 3 "Board adopts new method of distributing travel funds to contestants"

The District Board meeting held with the convention on October 9, 1976, adopted a new disbursement schedule of convention net profits. A motion was made and adopted that, commencing with the 1978 fall convention, the distribu​tion of net profits would be split 40 percent—40 percent between the district and the host chapter with the remaining 20 percent reserved for the district travel fund for choruses and quartets competing at the international contests. In House of Delegate's actions, it was announced that the Chapter Officer Training School scheduled for November 13, 1976, had been moved from Lansing to the MEA Conference Center near Battle Creek. A resolution was introduced and passed that the dates for the COT school be changed so as not to be scheduled between the dates of November 10-December 1 of any given year. This would relieve the pressure of chapters having officers who partake of the hunting season scheduled for the same dates.


Officers unanimously elected to serve the Pioneer District in 1977 were President John Gillespie, Immediate Past President and International Board Member Don Funk, Executive Vice President Doran McTaggart, Treasurer Jack Schneider, and Secretary John McClinchey. Division Vice Presidents elected were Clay Jones, Division I; Dan LaBumbard, Division II; Fran Jones, Division III; Warren Marsh, Division IV; and Dick Guerin, Division V.

PRIVATE 
Four members inducted into Hall of Fametc  \l 3 "Four members inducted into Hall of Fame"

The Pioneer District inducted four new members into its Hall of Fame at the fall convention in Dearborn. Wally Joure, from Port Huron and Grosse Pointe; Robert Walker, Grand Rapids; Mike Arnone, Detroit; and Leonard Field, Jackson, were so inducted at the House of Delegates meeting. Mr. Field's award was accepted by Dan LaBumbard, District Zone II Vice President.


PRIVATE 
1977tc  \l 2 "1977"
PRIVATE 
Many changes occur in district quartet personneltc  \l 3 "Many changes occur in district quartet personnel"

Many district quartets experienced changes of personnel in the early part of 1976. Jim Johnson, who sang tenor with the CLASSMATES at the previous international, became the new tenor for a quartet called the SOUND EXPRES​SION. The quartet included two former GALAXIES members, Bernie Poehlman, bass, and Al Van Iwaarden, baritone. Bob Buffham, who moved to Grand Rapids in 1975 and sang previously with the GALAXIES, became the lead for the foursome.


In other changes, it was announced that Bob Whitledge and Al Rehkop of GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT fame had joined with Ben Williams and Jim Foley of FOUR RENEGADE and SATURDAY'S HEROES fame to form the PIECES OF EIGHT quartet.  They planned on competing in the Illinois District. Lead Galen Oliver of the SOUND SPECTRUM called it quits due to business pressures.

PRIVATE 
International Board approves Rocky Mountain District as the Society's 16th districttc  \l 3 "International Board approves Rocky Mountain District as the Society's 16th district"

At the Orlando, Florida, midwinter convention, the International Board approved the formation of the Rocky Mountain District, which involved assimilating into the new district areas of the Central States District, Evergreen District, Southwest​ern District, and the Far Western District. Formation of the new district became effective as of January 1, 1978. It was announced also at the meeting that, while the Society was able to avoid any dues increase during the past three years, a review of our financial position made it painfully apparent that a dues increase would be a “must” during 1977.


One of the C & J Committee recommendations, adopted by the Board at this meeting, was as follows: “No judge shall serve on a panel at a district, internation​al preliminary, or international contest if he has coached any of the contestants in that contest within the preceding thirty days.” In one other C & J proposal, a clarification of the eligibility of quartet champions allowed two members from each of two champion quartets to form a new quartet and compete should they so desire; this was adopted by the Board.

PRIVATE 
Discontent at Society headquarters leads to the resigna​tion of Barrie Besttc  \l 3 "Discontent at Society headquarters leads to the resigna​tion of Barrie Best"

Apparently, the rumblings of discontent at Society headquarters came to a head when International Executive Director Barrie Best resigned his position after having fired Society Music Director Bob Johnson and Member Services Director Bob Meyer. The action taken by Best apparently was promulgated by his feeling of being undermined by his staff at Kenosha, and that these moves were necessary to clear the air.


Pioneer District officers were called to Lansing the following Sunday at 10 a.m. where, after much discussion, they hammered out a two-part resolu​tion.This was presented to a meeting, that afternoon, of district officers, area counselors and representatives of chapters throughout the district. The resolution, signed by 49 of those attending, was as follows:


RESOLVED, that for the good and well being of our Society, the Internation​al Board, through its Executive Committee, reinstate those employees dismissed from the international staff during the week of February 28, 1977, without loss of pay and/or other benefits, and that an investigation be conducted under the direction of the International Board to determine appropriate action.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the international president be requested to appoint a committee to study the present management structure of the Society, and that such committee be comprised of members exclusive of the Executive Committee, trained and experienced in management concepts.

These resolutions were forwarded to President Aramian.


The International Executive Committee was finishing up a lengthy session in Phoenix as this action was being taken in Lansing. The Board appointed Hugh Ingraham to the position of acting executive director until such time as a suitable replacement could be employed. Bob Johnson was retained to complete prior commitments or until his status could be determined regarding his pension.

PRIVATE 
Grand Rapids takes 1977 chorus championship at Midlandtc  \l 3 "Grand Rapids takes 1977 chorus championship at Midland"

The Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus came on strong to take the Pioneer District chorus championship at the spring convention held in Midland, Michigan, on the weekend of April 23, 1977. Thirteen choruses competed for the crown, with the Grosse Pointe LAKESHORE Chorus, the Oakland County WOLVER​INE Chorus, and the Traverse City chorus finishing in second, third and fourth places, respectively. Traverse City was awarded the 1977 Silver Division Chorus Champion Award.


Fifteen quartets showed up at Midland to vie for the right to represent the district at the upcoming Philadelphia international convention. The three quartets winning the right were the VAGABONDS (Ken Gibson, tenor; Denny Gore, lead; Clay Shumard, baritone, and Norm Thompson, bass), the GREAT LAKES EXPRESS (Steve Boughner, tenor; Walter Dorosh, lead; Robert Hague-Rogers, baritone, and Chan Smith, bass), and FOREIGN POLICY (John Wearing, tenor; Russ Seely, lead; Don Humphries, baritone, and Thom Hine, bass). The SOUND EXPRESSION (Jim Johnson, tenor; Bob Buffham, lead; Al Van Iwaarden, baritone, and Bernie Poehlman, bass) quartet was declared the alternate quartet to the international. Other quartets competing included the DUTCH MASTERS, PERSONAL EXPRESSION, the GOOD VIBRATION, CEREAL CITY CHORD COMMITTEE, SUBTLE IMPRESSION, the GOLDEN OLDIES, VERY IDEA, GOLD MEDAL RESEARCH TEAM, FOUR CHORDSMEN, CAN DO'S, and the WARREN G. HARDING MEMORIAL FOUR.

PRIVATE 
District Board and House of Delegates meet April 22-23, 1977tc  \l 3 "District Board and House of Delegates meet April 22-23, 1977"

In District Board and House of Delegates actions, DACJC Larry King announced that he was relocating to Connecticut and was submitting his resignation. President Gillespie accepted the same. It was announced later that President Gillespie had appointed Don Lang as the new DACJC for the Pioneer District. Don, who was a certified judge in the district, completed Larry King's unexpired term.


District Secretary John McClinchey presented International Achievement (“Protention”) Awards to the St. Joseph Valley, Saginaw-Bay, Lansing, Monroe, Grand Rapids, and Detroit #1 Chapters. District Achievement Awards were presented to the Saginaw-Bay Chapter in the Silver Division and Detroit #1 in the Gold Division.


Division Vice President Dan LaBumbard presented the Area Counselor of the Year Award to Ron Neff of the Niles-Buchanan Chapter. On the stage that evening, President Gillespie presented the Pioneer District “Hall of Fame” Award to Glenn Van Tassell and Cecil Craig, both outstanding Pioneer District stalwarts over the years.

PRIVATE 
Other news from around the district and the Societytc  \l 3 "Other news from around the district and the Society"

Joseph P. Wolff, a charter member and one of the founding fathers of Detroit #1 Chapter, passed away June 15 at the Henry Ford Hospital. To Society members, he was best remembered as the author of the Code of Ethics and for his part in designing the Society Logo.


International President Sam Aramian announced that Society Director of Music Education and Services had been retained by the International Board, thus rescinding the action of former Executive Director Barrie Best. The Board vote came after Johnson had had an opportunity to respond in writing to each of the charges.

PRIVATE 
Lee Wynne visits the Pioneer Districttc  \l 3 "Lee Wynne visits the Pioneer District"

Lee Wynne, Logopedics Chairman of the Evergreen District, spearheaded his HELP '77 (Help Enrich Logopedics Projects) Campaign by riding a ten-speed bike from Spokane, Washington, to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, as a means of raising money for the Institute of Logopedics.


Pioneer was fortunate in that Lee made two overnight stops in the district on his way to Philadelphia, the first being in Grand Rapids on Saturday, June 25, 1977. The Grand Rapids Chapter had arranged advanced publicity, and when Lee arrived, he was greeted by the mayor of Grand Rapids and district dignitaries. The mayor presented Lee with a resolution honoring both the Grand Rapids Chapter, and Lee Wynne, by naming Saturday, June 25, as Logopedics Barbershop Harmony Day in Grand Rapids. Lee, in turn, presented the mayor with a pair of proclama​tions from the Evergreen District and from the mayor of Spokane, Washington. The assembled crowd was entertained by the GOOD VIBRATIONS quartet from Grand Rapids, the PERSONAL EXPRESSION quartet from Gratiot County and the HARMONY HOUNDS from Battle Creek. An afterglow was held at the Lexicon Club that evening where the same three quartets entertained, along with the SOUND EXPRESSION quartet and the GREAT LAKES Chorus, both from the Grand Rapids Chapter. Bernie Poehlman, the Logopedics chairman of the Grand Rapids Chapter, and the Grand Rapids members helped to raise something over $500 for Logopedics.


Lee's second stop, Monday, June 27, was in Jackson. The Jackson Chapter hosted an intra-chapter get-together in an airplane hangar at Jackson's municipal airport. Lee was met at the airport by over 60 men from the Hudson, Battle Creek, Lansing, Kalamazoo, St. Joe Valley and Jackson Chapters. Lee was welcomed by the Jackson city commissioner, the pioneer district president, the division II vice president, and the president of the Jackson Chapter.


Entertainment was provided by the Battle Creek and Jackson Chapter choruses, the CAN DO and NOTEABLE FOUR quartets from Jackson and the VILLAGE RAMBLERS and HARMONY HOUNDS from Battle Creek. The chapter raised $300 for Logopedics in the process. The Pioneer District can be proud of the role it played in supporting Lee Wynne's “HELP '77 Campaign.”

PRIVATE 
International contests in Philadelphia held some surprisestc  \l 3 "International contests in Philadelphia held some surprises"

The contest for international quartet championship proved that “sure shots” are not just for horse races, but for quartet contests as well. The Evergreen District's MOST HAPPY FELLOWS emerged as the new champions. For Pioneer District's faithful, it was another year of frustration and disappointment. This was not one of the better years for the VAGABONDS in contest, and district stalwarts were quite shocked at seeing them drop down to the third spot. The Far West's 139TH STREET QUARTET edged the VAGA​BONDS in both Inter​preta​tion and Stage Presence categories to take the silver. Another “odds-on” favorite to take it all was Louisville's BLUE GRASS STUDENT UNION, but they failed to medal in Philadelphia—even though they were leading after the first set. It was that kind of contest and that kind of year. Obviously, “Someone's got to win, and someone's got to lose!” The BOSTON COMMON found themselves in a familiar spot after the battle was over—fourth, again.


As for Pioneer's other two representative quartets, the GREAT LAKES EXPRESS, perhaps feeling the pressure of first-timers, finished 44th and the FOREIGN POLICY was in 46th place. Both gave it a great shot, but the gunning was particularly heavy in this one and the battle most severe.


In the chorus competition, with five former champs out of the 15 entries, the competition had to be fierce; but Scarborough's DUKES OF HARMONY proved equal to the task and brought the first championship to the Ontario district and to Canada for the first time. It took a lot of singing to get Pioneer District's MOTOR CITY Chorus a ninth-place berth in a year when every district came charged and ready for combat. Thom Hine's crew can be heartily congratulated for a fine finish in a year when every chorus seemed to ignite the audience with exciting sound and stage presence.

PRIVATE 
Some bold actions taken by the International Board at Philadelphia conventiontc  \l 3 "Some bold actions taken by the International Board at Philadelphia convention"

In order to correct a deficit budget situation and ease cash-flow problems, the Board voted to institute a $7 dues increase effective October 1, 1977. In addition, starting with the 1979 convention, the Board voted to increase the convention registration fee for adults to $25 and $15 for juniors. 


From the eight cities bidding for the 1981 convention, the Executive Committee recommended Atlanta, Detroit and Seattle. Detroit was awarded the convention on the first ballot.


The Board established the new Rocky Mountain District (our 16th) and took other necessary action so that the new district could begin operation on January 1, 1978.


A fifteen-year staff member, Hugh A. Ingraham, was the choice of the Board for the position of executive director of the Society, filling the vacancy created when Barrie Best resigned in April. Roger Thomas was elected as the new international president for 1978.


The Board also gave permanent status to the “bye” system of allocating quartets for international competition even though the C & J Committee recommended against it. The system allows an additional quartet from the district where a medalist quartet from the previous year has qualified for the next international contest. The system had been used on a trial basis for the previous two years.

PRIVATE 
MOTOR CITY MUSIC COMPANY captures district crown at Kalamazootc  \l 3 "MOTOR CITY MUSIC COMPANY captures district crown at Kalamazoo"

With 18 quartets competing in Pioneer District's fall quartet contest on October 7‑8, 1977, it was obvious to convention attendees at Kalamazoo that the competition would be keen from the outset and the winning quartet would really have to sing to win the title.


And sing they did, as the MOTOR CITY MUSIC COMPANY piled up 1,612 points to put a lock on the district championship and take home the trophies. The GREAT LAKES EXPRESS finished 50 points back of the new champs to take second, and the surprising PERSONAL EXPRESSION gave the youth movement a real shot in the arm by taking third place over some very solid competition—including the SOUND EXPRESSION, the DUTCH MASTERS, the PATCH CHORDS, the HARMONY HOUNDS, and the VILLAGE RAMBLERS—all finishing in that order in the top eight.


Members of the MOTOR CITY MUSIC COMPANY included Galen Oliver, lead, Clinton Valley; Bob Demchak, tenor, Grosse Pointe; Dave Caldwell, bari, Wayne; and Bob Wisdom, bass, Detroit #1 Chapter. Winning the novice championship was the MAJOR EVENT from the Oakland County Chapter, even though they finished in ninth position and didn't make the final cut. Other quartets competing included the CADENCE COUNTS, SUBTLE IMPRESSION, SOUND AMBASSADORS, GOLD MEDAL RESEARCH TEAM, A MOMENTS NOTICE, THOSE OTHER GUYS, the BRIGHTLINE EX​PRESS, UNION STREET ARRANGEMENT, and the FIRST AND FINAL ATTEMPT, in that order.


In the chorus competition, once again it was Detroit's men in blue dominating the scene, with the MOTOR CITY Chorus under Thom Hine's tutelage outpointing the Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus by some 48 points. Steve Sutherland's troops made a strong bid but still came up short of the mark. The Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus, after capturing the district crown in the spring, had pointed all its guns toward this contest; but fell short of the prize and had to settle for a third place finish.


There were 17 chapters represented in the contest, and the quality of the singing presentations reached a new high in competitive warfare—a tribute to the district's musical education program.


Grosse Pointe's LAKESHORE Chorus took the fourth spot, followed by Traverse City, only nine points behind. Lansing's sixth place effort was just two points away from the CHERRY CAPITOL'S singers, and Oakland County finished a scant three points behind Lansing. Monroe's FLORAL CITY entry came in eighth, only ten points behind OCC's WOLVERINE Chorus. From there on it was Battle Creek, Saginaw-Bay, Holland, Benton Harbor-St. Joe, Kalamazoo, Jackson, Niles-Buchanan, Cadillac and Flint.

PRIVATE 
Doran McTaggart elected to District Presidencytc  \l 3 "Doran McTaggart elected to District Presidency"

At the Pioneer District House of Delegates meeting held in conjunction with the convention, Doran McTaggart of the Windsor Chapter was elected to head the district for 1978. Doran had been serving as executive vice president, so he was no stranger to the membership. Regarded as one of the district's and Society's premier master of ceremonies, Doran had become a familiar name and face on the international circuit, having emceed in three consecutive Society conventions.


John Gillespie became the immediate past president and international board member, and Division II Vice President Dan LaBumbard of Jackson moved up to the executive vice presidency. Thom Hine, Detroit #1's busy musical director, became vice president for Division I, succeeding Clay Jones. Roger Lewis, Battle Creek, joined the administrative team as Division II vice president, succeeding LaBumbard in that position. Francis Jones, Grand Rapids, continued in the office of Division III vice president. Loton Willson, Boyne City's venerable booster, after an absence of some years, returned as the vice president of Division IV, succeeding Warren Marsh of Cadillac.


James Gougeon, who was named to succeed Dick Guerin as Division V vice president when Dick was forced to resign due to illness, was selected to continue as vice president of that division. Jack Schneider, Grand Rapids, district treasurer, and John McClinchey, district secretary, remained in their respective positions for 1978.

PRIVATE 
Other district news in 1977tc  \l 3 "Other district news in 1977"

Harrisville continued in its popularity among the district members, and this year was no exception. The usual line-up of events were carried out with fantastic enthusiasm, and the big weekend wrapped up with the free outdoor contest which was pegged as the “Parade to End All Parades” at the band shell. 


When the dust had settled on that show, they had put on 27 registered quartets and choruses, and they all sang like champions. It was voted to continue this gala event over the future Labor Day weekends. There had been some talk about changing the weekend to some other time due to the inclement weather encountered during recent Labor Day weekends.


On a sad note, Carl J. Restivo passed away on September 25, 1977. Known to millions as the former “Singing Chef” on WXYZ-TV in Detroit, Carl was born in Maryland, but had lived in Detroit for more than 30 years. He was a noted vocalist in the area and a longtime member of the Detroit and Grosse Pointe Chapters of the Society. He was the lead singer for the FRANKENMUTH QUARTET and the PROGRESSIVE FOUR quartet, well-known quartets in the Forties.


Detroit #1 Chapter brought in the HAPPINESS EMPORIUM, the PIECES OF EIGHT, and the HARMONY HOUNDS for their annual show on November 6. Thom Hine and the MOTOR CITY Chorus gave another solid performance to back up their headliners, and WJR's program director, Ted Strasser, gave his special touch of class to the show with his “On the Air” format as master of ceremonies. Ted featured a full hour of barbershop harmony on his “Patterns in Music” show on the previous Sunday, and followed that up with an hour of Sweet Adelines' music later.


PRIVATE 
1978tc  \l 2 "1978"
PRIVATE 
The midwinter in Tucson was sedatetc  \l 3 "The midwinter in Tucson was sedate"

Newly elected International President Roger Thomas greeted the International Board on January 27-28, 1978 in Tucson, Arizona. The items on the agenda were minor as compared to previous years. After routine approval of the subsidiary organizations, and after considerable discussion, the Board went on record in favor of “giving a member credit for length of service for the actual number of years in the Society even though there may have been an interruption of his membership”; and, though no by-law change was required, they felt the above statement should be added to the appropriate officer manual(s). In policy matters, the Society statement of policy was changed to prohibit the use of “black face” with respect to individuals, quartets or choruses appearing in public. In the contest and judging arena, and as recommended by the C & J Committee, the Board voted to adopt the “Chairman of Judges” as a new category to take effect in July of 1979 immediate​ly following the 1979 international convention.


A “Phone-a-thon”, which was organized to pay off the mortgage on Harmony Hall in Kenosha, raised $71,000 during the midwinter convention, despite bad weather and a phone foul-up by A.T. & T. on the toll-free number. Chapters and individuals were to call in their pledges to this number in Tucson.

PRIVATE 
Lansing was the host for the April conventiontc  \l 3 "Lansing was the host for the April convention"

Thirteen quartets and 14 choruses answered the call for the Pioneer District international quartet preliminary contest and the Pioneer District chorus championship contest which were held at the Lansing Sexton High School. The headquarters hotel was the Holiday Inn South, with registration being held at the nearby Ramada Inn. 


In the quartet preliminaries, Pioneer again was allocated three representa​tive quartets due to the VAGABONDS having finished as a third place medalist in the 1977 international finals. Qualifying again for the international contest were the VAGABONDS, the MOTOR CITY MUSIC COMPANY, and FOREIGN POLICY. All three quartets held their positions from the semi-finals right through the finals. Fourth place went to the PERSONAL EXPRESSION quartet, followed by the CROSSTOWN EXCHANGE in fifth, CADENCE COUNTS in sixth, with A MOMENTS NOTICE and the VILLAGE RAMBLERS finishing out the finalists in seventh and eighth place respectively. Quartets not appearing in the finals included the PATCH CHORDS, the UNION STREET ARRANGE​MENT, the GOLD MEDAL RESEARCH TEAM, the DOMINOTES and the QUADRATS.

In the quest for the district chorus championship, the Detroit #1 MOTOR CITY Chorus directed by Thom Hine outpointed a determined but outmanned Oakland County WOLVERINE Chorus directed by Fred MacFadyen. The Grosse Pointe LAKESHORE Chorus directed by Russ Seely finished in third, followed by Traverse City, Lansing, Saginaw-Bay, Benton Harbor-St. Joseph, Pontiac, Kalamazoo, Clinton Valley, Flint, Milford, Gratiot County and Port Huron. The Traverse City CHERRY CAPITOL Chorus under the direction of Marty Chirgwin was awarded the 1978 Silver Division Championship Award.

PRIVATE 
CROSSTOWN EXCHANGE Quartet wins Boyne City “Bush League” contesttc  \l 3 "CROSSTOWN EXCHANGE Quartet wins Boyne City “Bush League” contest"

Although not much news was available on the 1978 Boyne City “Bush League” contest, held in early May, it is known that the contest was won by the CROSS​TOWN EXCHANGE from the Wayne Chapter. The 1978 “Bush League” champs consisted of George Bartlett, tenor; Don Stewart, lead; Herb Hebner, bass, and Steve Sutherland, baritone.

PRIVATE 
Big Send-Off Show held at Caboto Hall in Windsortc  \l 3 "Big Send-Off Show held at Caboto Hall in Windsor"

For the second year in a row, the Windsor Chapter sponsored what was proving to be an excellent facility for its annual Send-Off show. The show was designed to raise funds for our quartets and choruses attending the international convention. Started in 1977, this second 1978 show was held on June 9th and featured our three representative quartets—the VAGABONDS, the MOTOR CITY MUSIC COMPANY, and the FOREIGN POLICY quartets—plus the MOTOR CITY Chorus from the Detroit #1 Chapter. Also singing were the various area chapter choruses plus a combined chorus of all members in attendance. At $7 per person it was a tremendous bargain; and, with over 1,000 seats available, it was a fine money raiser.


The big draw for the Caboto Send-Off, notwithstanding the tremendous talent, was the superb “meatless spaghetti” dinner which continues yet today. While there was a meager amount of meat in the spaghetti, it became a joke among attendees to refer to it as the “meatless spaghetti” dinner. Doran McTaggart was the general chairman and did an excellent job in coordinating the event, one that has become a tradition of the Pioneer District.

PRIVATE 
“Return of the Jug Night” always a popular eventtc  \l 3 "“Return of the Jug Night” always a popular event"

Another popular event, designed to add to the travel funds for the district representative quartets to the international convention, was the annual Oakland County Chapter “Return of the Jug Night,” held on June 2, 1978. The event not only included the appearances of the three representative quartets, but a full house of area barbershoppers and quartets. The returning “Jug”, which had traveled throughout the district on inter-chapter visitations, contained contributions from each of the chapters visited. It was returned by the chapter holding the “Jug” the week before the meeting. The “Jug” is still traveling through the district today, and has become a part of the Pioneer District historical tradition.

PRIVATE 
VAGABONDS slip to sixth in international contest— Detroit MOTOR CITY finish in tenth placetc  \l 3 "VAGABONDS slip to sixth in international contest— Detroit MOTOR CITY finish in tenth place"

Those “rotten kids” from Louisville proved to everyone in attendance at the Cincinnati, Ohio, international quartet contest that they were for real. Enter the BLUE GRASS STUDENT UNION, as they captured the crown for the international quartet championship, followed closely by GRANDMA'S BOYS in second, the BOSTON COMMON in third, the ROARING 20'S in fourth, and the NOVA CHORDS breaking in to the top five for the first time. Unfortunately for the VAGABONDS, after having finished in the top five for the last three years, the drop to sixth place had to be disappointing. Forty-eight quartets competed; and, while sixth place is still commendable, it's hard to accept after having been a medalist. The VAGABONDS sang well, and Pioneer was extremely proud of them. 


Pioneer's other two competing quartets, both moved up in the stirring competi​tion. The MOTOR CITY MUSIC COMPANY, in their first appearance in the big show, dazzled the audience with a thirtieth place finish. The FOREIGN POLICY quartet, in their second appearance, moved up to fortieth position from the prior year's 46th place. Overall, their performances matched up well with the entire field.


In the international chorus contest, the Detroit #1's MOTOR CITY Chorus under the direction of Thom Hine, finished in tenth position. The contest was won by those perennial winners, the Louisville THOROUGHBRED Chorus under the direction of Jim Miller, winning their fifth international championship. The MOTOR CITY Chorus sang “In My Brand New Automobile” and “Long, Long Time,” two great arrangements which served the chorus well. The Pioneer District was justly delighted with their overall performance.

PRIVATE 
Pioneer District fares well in PR department at Cincinnatitc  \l 3 "Pioneer District fares well in PR department at Cincinnati"

At the meetings conducted by P.R.O.B.E., Pioneer District's Roger Morris was selected to moderate the Bulletin Editor's Workshop on Thursday morning at the headquarters hotel. Roger, who was the editor of the district publication Troubadour, was also selected to become the editor of the PROBEmoter magazine starting in 1979. In other PR activities, the Pioneer District's PROBE district booth display was awarded third place behind the Seneca Land District in first and the Cardinal District's second place. Roger Morris was also the chairman of our booth display, and did an excellent job of coordinating this fine third-place display.

PRIVATE 
International Board actionstc  \l 3 "International Board actions"

The 40th anniversary convention was held during the week of July 2-8, 1978, and set records in every possible way. In International Board actions, Ernie Hills was elected to the presidency for 1979. Other actions affecting Pioneer District members to some degree, included:

    _
Passed a resolution adding a fourth field man in the department of music who would be assigned, along with Joe Liles, to work specifically in chorus develop​ment and chorus director training.

    _
Passed an amendment requiring that each chapter being licensed or chartered in the future must be identified by a specific geographic location so that no new chapter name may carry the name, or any part thereof, dealing with its geographic location, of a chapter already in existence and in good standing without prior permission of said existing chapter(s).

    _
The concept of the Life Membership Program which had been canceled a few years prior was reinstated with dues to be twenty times the annual dues, with additional rules and regulations to be promulgated to implement the program.

PRIVATE 
Roger Morris resigns as Troubadour Editortc  \l 3 "Roger Morris resigns as Troubadour Editor"

With the publication of the April-May 1978 issue of the Troubadour, Roger Morris decided to give up the editorship. Roger had done an exemplary job for the five years he published the district journal, but apparently time and his work made it impossible for him to continue as the editor. There were no Troubadours published for the remainder of the 1978 year, and the first one appeared in March of 1979 edited by Rusty Ruegseggar. It is one of the reasons that the news from that particular time period is rather scarce. Rusty was not new to the editing world, having edited and published the Oakland County Chapter's Gentlemen's Songster for several years prior to his appointment.

PRIVATE 
Grand Rapids Chapter hosts fall conventiontc  \l 3 "Grand Rapids Chapter hosts fall convention"

The fall convention took place in Grand Rapids on October 13-14, 1978. Twelve quartets and 16 choruses competed to make it a well-rounded competitive field in both contests.


The quest for the district quartet championship turned out to be a real down-to-the-wire battle, as the PERSONAL EXPRESSION quartet (Mike Bowen, tenor; Jeff Rayburn, lead; Jerry MacLaren, baritone, and Bill Hirschman, bass) from the Gratiot County Chapter edged the CROSSTOWN EXCHANGE quartet (George Bartlett, tenor; Don Stewart, lead; Steve Sutherland, baritone, and Herb Hebner, bass) from the Wayne and Oakland County chapters by a mere two points. The PERSONAL EXPRESSION was in third place through the semi-finals, 40 points behind the CROSSTOWN EXCHANGE and 17 behind the CADENCE COUNTS. But in the finals, they put on a tremendous surge to take over the first-place spot, and win the district championship. The CROSSTOWN EXCHANGE finished in second place, and the HARMONY HOUNDS moved up from fourth place in the semi-finals to third place overall, moving ahead of the CADENCE COUNTS who dropped from second to fourth in the final standings. Rounding out the finalists were the DUTCH MASTERS in fifth, the PATCH CHORDS in sixth, the VILLAGE RAMBLERS and the UNION STREET ARRANGE​MENT in seventh and eighth place respectively.


Other quartets competing but not making the finals included SMOKEY AND THE BANDITS, CHORD ENCOUNTERS OF THE SEVENTH KIND, EUPHORIA, and the BLUE PLATE SPECIAL. It was probably one of the closest contests held up until that time.

PRIVATE 
The Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus wins right to represent Pioneer at Minneapolis in 1979tc  \l 3 "The Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus wins right to represent Pioneer at Minneapolis in 1979"

The Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus under the direction of Steve Sutherland finally put it all together and outpointed the Detroit #1 MOTOR CITY Chorus 902 to 859, thus earning the right to represent the district at the 1979 international chorus contest. The Grosse Pointe LAKESHORE Chorus under the direction of Russ Seely edged the Oakland County WOLVERINE Chorus by one point to take the third position. The Lansing CAPITOL CITY Chorus finished in fifth place to round out the top five.


Other chapters competing in the contest included Traverse City, Saginaw-Bay, Benton Harbor-St. Joseph, Monroe, Battle Creek, Kalamazoo, Flint, Boyne City, Livingston County and Windsor.

PRIVATE 
New chapters chartered at Livingston County and Huron Valleytc  \l 3 "New chapters chartered at Livingston County and Huron Valley"

A new chapter was chartered in the district on September 29, 1978, as part of the district's ongoing extension drive. Long a dream of Clay Jones, who had been the driving force behind the new organization, the chapter was formed as the Livingston County Chapter located in Howell, Michigan. The chapter was chartered with 36 members, and Don Carney, Jr., was elected the first president of the new chapter. The enthusiasm of the new chapter was exemplified by their competing in the fall chorus contest just two weeks after their chartering.


Another new chapter was chartered in the district as the Huron Valley Chapter on December 15, 1978. The chapter was sponsored by the Monroe, Michigan, Chapter with 37 members on board. The first president of the new chapter was Roger E. Waltz of Clinton, Michigan, and the secretary was Jack C. Bush of Ann Arbor. The charter show was scheduled for March 10, 1979 at the Pioneer High School in Ann Arbor. They planned on meeting on Tuesday evenings at St. Luke's Church in Ann Arbor.


PRIVATE 
1979tc  \l 2 "1979"
PRIVATE 
Sarasota midwinter a sell-outtc  \l 3 "Sarasota midwinter a sell-out"

More than 1400 barbershoppers and their families headed for Sarasota on January 25-27, 1979, and the midwinter convention as newly elected President Ernie Hill greeted the conventioneers who were attending in record numbers. Board actions taken which affected Pioneer District members to some degree were as follows: 

    _
In the contest and judging area, the Executive Committee's recommenda​tion that a moratorium of 30 days for district and international preliminary contests and 60 days for international contests be imposed on judges who are also coaches.

    _
The Board agreed to increase international convention fees to $30 for adults and $15 for juniors (18 years old and under), effective with the 1980 international convention in Salt Lake City, Utah.

    _
The Board received a report which provided that the $1,000 donation offered by Tulsa, Oklahoma, Barbershopper Bill Bailey be used to fund a study by the international office staff to determine how best Harmony Hall could be utilized and what costs might be incurred to designate a room of appropriate size where interesting items illustrating the Society's history could be displayed. It further provided the authorization of a fund-raising effort so that this room could be furnished in a professional manner. This was the beginning of our historical museum at Harmony Hall.

PRIVATE 
District increased membership during 1978tc  \l 3 "District increased membership during 1978"

President Doran McTaggart announced that the Pioneer District was the only district in the Society to increased its membership during 1978, having added two chartered chapters in Livingston County and Huron Valley (mentioned earlier). Word was received earlier that another organizational meeting was held in Coldwater to discuss the possible establishment of a new chapter there.


In other announcements made early in the year, Fran Durham, the Pioneer District Logopedics chairman, announced that fourteen chapters won the coveted Harmony Foundation Award for their contributions of $10 or more per man, on a per-capita basis, to the Institute of Logopedics. Benton Harbor led the pack with a contribution of $1250, or $27.77 per man. The total contributions from the Pioneer District amounted to $12,266.47. 


The international office announced that the following chapters were declared winners of the International Achievement Awards for 1978: Plateau 1–The Boyne City Chapter, Plateau 2–The Niles-Buchanan Chapter, Plateau 3–The Flint Chapter, Plateau 4–The Jackson Chapter, Plateau 5–The Grosse Pointe Chapter, Plateau 6–The Detroit #1 Chapter.


The scoring for this award was based on a wide range of activities including chapter programming and membership recruitment. All in all, it was a good indication that the district was on the move in the membership area.

PRIVATE 
District Board meeting held in Lansingtc  \l 3 "District Board meeting held in Lansing"

The Pioneer District Board of Directors held their first meeting of the year at the Holiday Inn South in Lansing, Michigan on January 28, 1979. The meeting was called to order by President Doran McTaggart at 10:15 a.m. The general business was conducted as usual with reports being received and accepted, etc. Actions which required Board approval were as follows:

    A.)
A motion to add a third trophy to the spring district chorus contest was passed. The awards will now include: (1) Chorus Champion (overall winner); (2) Gold Division Champion; (3) Silver Division Champion.

    B.)
The following fall registration fees will be in effect at the Civic Center Heritage Theatre in Saginaw. Pre-registration—$9; On-site registration—$11; Tickets for single performances—$5.

    C.)
President McTaggart announced that Roland J. (Rusty) Ruegseggar of the Oakland County Chapter had accepted the position of editor of the Pioneer District Troubadour. The Board also agreed to purchase a “Word Master” typing system for use in the preparation of the publication.

PRIVATE 
Saginaw hosted the spring convention April 27-29, 1979tc  \l 3 "Saginaw hosted the spring convention April 27-29, 1979"

Not having hosted the district convention since 1951, the Saginaw-Bay Chapter was extremely excited about hosting the 1979 spring event. As Saginaw bragged, “Not since October, 1951—28 years ago—has Saginaw had the honor of hosting the `MGMMFPHS'—`the Mighty Gathering of Men's Magnificent Four-Part Harmony Specialists'”. The site of the contest was the 2300 seat “Heritage Theater” in the downtown Civic Center with the headquarters hotel being the Holiday Inn-East in Saginaw.

PRIVATE 
Wayne wins 1979 district crowntc  \l 3 "Wayne wins 1979 district crown"

Twelve choruses answered the call to compete for the district chorus champion​ship, with the Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus under the direction of Steve Sutherland outpointing the second place Grosse Pointe LAKESHORE Chorus by 80 points and the Oakland County WOLVERINE Chorus in third place by 82 points. Other chapters competing included Lansing in fourth, Traverse City in fifth, Benton Harbor-St. Joe sixth, Gratiot County seventh, Battle Creek eighth, Flint ninth, Kalamazoo tenth, Windsor eleventh and Port Huron twelfth. Grosse Pointe was declared the 1979 Gold Division chorus champion, and the Traverse City Chorus was declared the 1979 Silver Division chorus champion.

PRIVATE 
GREAT LAKES EXPRESS, MOTOR CITY MUSIC COMPANY win right to represent districttc  \l 3 "GREAT LAKES EXPRESS, MOTOR CITY MUSIC COMPANY win right to represent district"

Twelve quartets battled for the two spots allotted the district at the Minneapolis international quartet contest in July, with the GREAT LAKES EXPRESS (Steve Boughner, tenor; Len Johnson, bass; Walter Dorosh, lead, and Brian Kaufman, baritone) from the Detroit #1, Port Huron, and Saginaw-Bay chapters, and the MOTOR CITY MUSIC COMPANY (Bob Demchak, tenor; Russ Seely, lead; Bob Wisdom, bass, and Dave Caldwell, baritone) from the Grosse Pointe, Wayne & Detroit #1 chapters, topping the field with scores of 1662 and 1597 respective​ly. The CROSSTOWN EXCHANGE won the alternate position to the contest with their third place finish of 1567. Rounding out the top eight finalists were the PERSONAL EXPRESSION (district champions) in fourth, the B & L EXCHANGE, CADENCE COUNTS, BLACK VELVET, and DUTCH MASTERS quartets finishing in the fifth through the eighth positions, respective​ly. Quartets failing to make the finals included the TUNESTERS UNION, UNION STREET ARRANGEMENT, EXTENDED FORECAST, and the BLUE PLATE SPECIAL.
PRIVATE 
The “happenings” were numeroustc  \l 3 "The “happenings” were numerous"

The early part of the year 1979 was extremely busy for Pioneer District barbershoppers, and the news about changes was just as prevalent. Listed below are just some of the major events and news occurring during this period.

    _
A very successful quartet and coaching clinic was held March 9-11, 1979, at Eastern Michigan University. Fifteen quartets and fifteen student coaches participated with a faculty composed of Ken Buckner, Russ Foris, Mac Huff, Oz Newgard, Don Gray, Don Harbin, Sonny Henderson, and Bill Butler, the district music educator, filling in for Jim Luse.

    _
Thom Hine resigned as chorus director of the Detroit #1 MOTOR CITY Chorus due to business and other considerations.

    _
Cecil Craig, one of the stalwarts of the Dearborn and Detroit #1 chapters, passed away in the early spring. He was a member of the Pioneer District Hall of Fame.

    _
The organization of the Southeast Michigan Association of Chapters was announced by Thom Hine. The purpose was to form a coordinated base for the upcoming 1981 international convention to be held in Detroit, to improve inter-chapter relations and promote inter-chapter activities, and to offer a forum to coordinate and promote individual chapter calendars to avoid scheduling conflicts.

    _
In association with the Clarkston Rotary Club, a Division I Pine Knob Barbershop Spectacular show was performed on May 19, 1979. The show featured the NEW BALTIMORE EXIT, the CITATIONS, the VAGABONDS, the Grosse Pointe LAKESHORE Chorus, the Oakland County WOLVERINE Chorus, and a massed chorus of 250 Division I members. Pioneer District President Doran McTaggart was the master of ceremonies for the event. Approximate​ly 4100 tickets were sold. 

    _
The 1979 Boyne City “Bush League” contest was held on May 19, 1979, and was won by the BLACK VELVET quartet from the Grand Rapids Chapter. The quartet featured Jerry Koning, tenor; Phil Wilder, lead; Joel Mills, bari, and Bob Goldschmeding, bass. The evening show featured, in addition to the champions, the CROSSTOWN EXCHANGE, the TUNESTERS UNION, along with the original ROAD RUNNERS from Ohio (featured) and the Boyne City Chorus, under the direction of Bob Tracy.

    _
The VAGABONDS announced their retirement after nine years of grueling competition, with most of them in the elite “top ten” bracket and more than a few as a medalist quartet. Ken Gibson, tenor, explained to Roger Morris, the reporter, “It is not that we are tired of the competition grind, or that we don't enjoy singing as a quartet; but, it is rather that, after nine years, some of us have personal responsibilities that merit first consideration.” There is no doubt that the VAGABONDS will go down in our history as one of the top quartets of this century in the district.

PRIVATE 
GREAT LAKES EXPRESS impress judges and wind up 15th at Minneapolistc  \l 3 "GREAT LAKES EXPRESS impress judges and wind up 15th at Minneapolis"

Pioneer's GREAT LAKES EXPRESS quartet finished in a surprising fifteenth place to join the semi-finalist ranks of the contest. Fifteenth place in the second attempt in an international quartet contest was quite a feat—they were 44th in 1977. The quartet (composed of Steve Boughner, tenor; Walter Dorosh, lead; Len Johnson, bass, and Brian Kaufman, bari) sang “Rolling Along,” “Cobblestone Road,” “Who Told You?” and “If All My Dreams Were Made of Gold.” Our other representative quartet, the MOTOR CITY MUSIC COMPANY, from the Grosse Pointe, Wayne and Detroit #1 chapters (composed of Bob Demchak, tenor; Russ Seely, lead; Bob Wisdom, bass, and Dave “Doc” Caldwell as baritone) sang “Moonlight Bay” and “Keep Your Eye/Why Do They Always Say No Medley” to a 42nd place finish out of 49 quartets competing. Not too bad a finish considering the class of talent at the international contest. The contest was won by GRANDMA'S BOYS with the BOSTON COMMON in a close second place.


Back in 1975 at the Indianapolis convention, the Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus finished fifteenth or last in their first attempt at an international chorus competi​tion. It was a different story this time, as Steve Sutherland directed the WONDERLAND Chorus to a commend​able twelfth place finish at Minneapolis. (They actually tied for eleventh place, but were placed twelfth because of the lower sound category score.) Steve had the chorus singing “It's Opening Night on Broadway” and “You Can Have Every Light on Broadway” for this fine finish. The chorus contest was won by the Dallas VOCAL MAJORITY followed by the Alexandria, Virginia, HARMONIZERS, two very tough competitors.

PRIVATE 
District Board of Director's meeting heldtc  \l 3 "District Board of Director's meeting held"

The next District Board meeting was held on July 29, 1979, at the Holiday Inn South in Lansing, Michigan. The big news of the district, presented by District President Doran McTaggart, was the announcement that district membership had increased by 49 members and on June 30, 1979, stood at 1,483 members. At the time it looked like the membership goal of 1500 by the end of the year was attainable.

    _
International Board Member John T. Gillespie announced in his written report the action taken at the 1979 International Board meeting. It included the following: Society life memberships were reinstated; the status of “Associate Chapter” was abolished and a committee was appointed to recommend procedures for the handling of those chapters falling below thirty members. Les Hesketh was elected to be the 1980 international president. 

    _
It was announced by E.V.P. LaBumbard that the Coldwater Chapter would probably be ready to license by the end of September.

    _
Chairman Jim Gougeon reported that a district-wide competition will be held to select a Pioneer District Logo. Two all-event tickets to the next convention would be allocated to the winner of the design competition.

    _
President McTaggart announced that, due to job relocation, D.V.P. Thom Hine resigned as a member of the Board. Russ Seely was appointed to serve out the balance of the term with the Board in agreement by motion.

    _
The Nominating Committee headed by John T. Gillespie announced the following slate of officers had been nominated to serve on the Board of Directors for 1980: Dan LaBumbard, president; Fran Jones, executive vice president; vice presidents—Russ Seely, Division I, Ron Neff, Division II,  Jim Horton, Division III, Dick Wheeler, Division IV, Jim Gougeon, Division V; Jack Schneider, treasurer; John McClinchey, secretary; and International Board Member John T. Gillespie.

PRIVATE 
GREAT LAKES EXPRESS quartet follows through on 15th place finishtc  \l 3 "GREAT LAKES EXPRESS quartet follows through on 15th place finish"

After a splendid finish at the international contest three months earlier, the GREAT LAKES EXPRESS (Steve Boughner, tenor; Wally Dorosh, lead; Brian Kaufman, baritone, and Len Johnson, bass) continued to impress at the fall contest held on October 19-20, 1979 at Kalamazoo. They proved they hadn't lost a thing as they finished 119 points ahead of BLACK VELVET (Jerry Koning, tenor; Phil Wilder, lead; Joel Mills, baritone, and Bob Goldschmeding, bass), the most recent “Bush League” champion. Other competing quartets finished in the following order to round out the finalists: SATURDAY NITE FEATURE, third; CROSS​TOWN EXCHANGE, fourth; CADENCE COUNTS, fifth; SOUND AMBAS​SADORS, sixth; A POSITIVE ENDEAVOR, seventh; and THE VERY IDEA in eighth place. Quartets eliminated in the semi-finals included the PATCH CHORDS, the TUNESTERS UNION, SOUND OBJECTIVE, MEMORY LANERS, BLUE PLATE SPECIAL and CCC & C CO.

PRIVATE 
Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus outscores field of fifteen to win the right to represent districttc  \l 3 "Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus outscores field of fifteen to win the right to represent district"

Fourteen points separated the first place Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus from the second place Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus as Wayne was thoroughly challenged in the contest. Wayne was directed by Steve Sutherland with Jerry Koning directing the Grand Rapids chorus. The Grosse Pointe Chapter's LAKESHORE Chorus under Russ Seely's direction ended up in third position, 36 points behind the leader. Choruses filling out and competing in the field of fifteen choruses included: Detroit #1, Oakland County, Huron Valley, Monroe, Lansing, Flint, Benton Harbor-St. Joseph, Saginaw-Bay, Alpena, Kalamazoo, Clinton Valley and St. Joseph Valley.


Overall it was an exciting contest to see and watch as colorful uniforms and great chords were heard all over Western Michigan University's Miller Auditori​um, an excellent facility just meant for ringing barbershop chords. The headquar​ters for the convention was the Sheraton Inn, located east of the city at Sprinkle Road.


Outgoing International Board Member John T. Gillespie made the following comments about the Saturday evening show that weekend. “The Saturday evening quartet finals contest certainly lived up to the expectations created the previous evening. After appearances by eight top-notch quartets, the GREAT LAKES EXPRESS was crowned our 1979 district champions. After performances by the WONDERLAND Chorus, our 1978 district champions—the PERSONAL EXPRESSION—and our newly crowned champs, it was back to the hospitality rooms for quartet visits, woodshedding, and just plain barber​shopping.”


PRIVATE 
1980tc  \l 2 "1980"
PRIVATE 
Doran McTaggart reports on his first Inter​nation​al Board meeting as I.B.M.tc  \l 3 "Doran McTaggart reports on his first Inter​nation​al Board meeting as I.B.M."

The midwinter convention was held in Colorado Springs, and below are listed a few of the decisions taken by the International Board:

    _
The history of the Society will be updated for the 50th Anniversary year.

    _
Some number changes were made to aid faltering chapters:




20 men are needed to license




30 men are needed to charter



Less than 30 men = a concerned chapter



Less than 20 men = an endangered chapter


Any chapter dropping below that level, will be given 60 days to report the necessary membership increase before the charter will be automatically revoked by Society headquarters.

    _
Some changes were made also to the Stage Presence category. From now on, each song will be given from 10 to 90 points. Attire will be awarded 0 to 8 (+ or -). There will be no disqualification because of color or cut. Non-singing time (entrance, applause acceptance, pitch-pipe technique, and exit) will be scored from 0 to 12 (+ or -).

    _
There will be a dues increase of $5 effective April 1, 1980. This increase allows for the hiring of two new field men, in addition to Lyle Pettigrew, who will start July 1, 1980.

    _
The 1982 midwinter bids from Hartford and New Orleans were not accepted. A new bidding procedure will be tried.

    _
The Seattle and Pittsburgh conventions were flip-flopped. The 1982 internation​al will be held in Pittsburgh, with 1983 to be held in Seattle.

    _
The mortgage on Harmony Hall East is now COMPLETELY PAID!

    _
A new system of half-yearly dues for NEW members was adopted. If the new member wishes, he may initially pay for six months and pay the balance due before the end of the six-month period. This proposal would have to be passed by the Pioneer District House of Delegates.

PRIVATE 
“Silver” Level Harmony Foundation Award approvedtc  \l 3 "“Silver” Level Harmony Foundation Award approved"

In 1980 the Harmony Foundation Board of Trustees approved a $25 (silver) Harmony Foundation Award. This was done as a further incentive to contribute to the Society's International Service Project since many chapters were exceeding to $10 (bronze) level of giving. The same plaque was to be used but the date tabs for the $25 would be in silver. There was also discussion about the possible need for a $50 (gold) Harmony Foundation Award in the future.

PRIVATE 
Fred Waring turns 80tc  \l 3 "Fred Waring turns 80"

Fred Waring, director of the PENNSYLVANIANS and an avid supporter of barbershopping, reached the age of 80 on June 9, 1980. In an effort to have the presidential “Medal of Freedom” awarded to him, because of his many contribu​tions to music, barbershoppers were encouraged to write to President Carter urging that Fred receive the award as a “special recipient.” At the same time, barber​shoppers were asked to flood Fred with birthday cards.

PRIVATE 
CENTER STAGE quartet formedtc  \l 3 "CENTER STAGE quartet formed"

At the time the CENTER STAGE quartet was formed, in late 1979, its members (Wendell Pryor, tenor; Dennis Gore, lead; Glenn Van Tassell, baritone; and Lee Hanson, bass) boasted a combined total of 75 years of membership in the Society. Among them, they proudly claim two international gold medals, one silver medal, four bronze medals and several district championship medals. All have competed at both district and international levels in both quartets and choruses many times, and have entertained on chapter shows and for general audiences, outside the Society, all over the United States and Canada.

PRIVATE 
Robert H. “Bob” Walker passes away at age 77tc  \l 3 "Robert H. “Bob” Walker passes away at age 77"

Bob Walker, a former Pioneer District and Grand Rapids Chapter president passed away in November of 1980. During his 38 years as a barbershopper he served as district secretary from 1944-46 and as district president from 1946 to 1948. He was very active, in the 1940's and the 1950's in the organizing of new chapters such as Niles, Sturgis, Marcellus, Three Rivers, Benton Harbor, Big Rapids, Ionia, Belding, Greenville, Ithaca, Alma, Cadillac, Traverse City, Beulah, Manistee, Ludington, Hart, Whitehall, Mackinaw City, Sault Ste. Marie, Alpena, Reed City and Petoskey.


Bob's TRAVELLER'S quartet spent many hours entertaining servicemen at Percy Jones Hospital in Battle Creek. Bob served as president of the Grand Rapids chapter in 1960. Bob was inducted into the Pioneer District Hall of Fame because of his many contributions to Pioneer District barbershopping.

PRIVATE 
Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus outscores Oakland County WOLVERINE'S for district crowntc  \l 3 "Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus outscores Oakland County WOLVERINE'S for district crown"

Thirteen choruses dueled for the 1980 Pioneer District chorus champion​ship with the Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus outscoring the second place Oakland County WOLVERINE Chorus by 45 points to take the championship. Other choruses competing finished in the following order: Grosse Pointe, third; Huron Valley, fourth; Lansing, fifth; Traverse City, sixth; Gratiot County, seventh; Holland, eighth; Windsor, ninth; Benton Harbor-St. Joseph, tenth; Kalamazoo, eleventh; Flint and Battle Creek, twelfth and thirteenth respectively. The competition was held at Ann Arbor, Michigan, on April 26, 1980.


Oakland County was awarded the 1980 Gold Division Chorus Champion​ship Award, with Huron Valley named the winner of the 1980 Silver Division Chorus Championship Award.


In the convention's quartet contest, which determined the two quartets to represent the Pioneer District at the upcoming international convention, the Grand Rapids, Michigan, SOUNDS AROUND (Bob Buffham, bari; Larry Humphrey, bass; Bill Land, lead, and Lloyd Bevee, tenor) quartet and the B & L EX​CHANGE from both the Grand Rapids and Saginaw-Bay chapters (Jim Johnson, tenor; Tom Peil, lead; Dick Miller, bass, and Jim Gross, bari) came up winners from among the fourteen quartets competing. Other quartets competing and their scoring placement included the GREAT LAKES EXPRESS, third; BLACK VELVET, fourth; SATURDAY NITE FEATURE, fifth; CROSS​TOWN EX​CHANGE, sixth; HARMONY HOUNDS, seventh; SOUND AMBASSA​DORS, eighth; the TUNESTERS UNION, ninth; VILLAGE RAMBLERS, tenth; A POSITIVE ENDEAVOR, eleventh; ARBOR EDITION, twelfth; FOR-WARDS OF HARMONY, thirteenth, and the ALL FOR A SONG, fourteenth.


The two quartets, SOUNDS AROUND and the B & L EXCHANGE won the right to represent the Pioneer District convention at Salt Lake City, with the GREAT LAKES EXPRESS being declared the alternate.

PRIVATE 
A POSITIVE ENDEAVOR wins Boyne City “Bush League” quartet contesttc  \l 3 "A POSITIVE ENDEAVOR wins Boyne City “Bush League” quartet contest"

The 1980 Boyne City “Bush League” contest held on May 3, 1980, at the Boyne City High School was a complete success with 14 quartets competing and vying for the big gaboon. This year's winner turned out to be A POSITIVE ENDEAV​OR followed closely by the PARTS UNKNOWN, perennial competi​tors from the Detroit area. The evening show was opened by the SNOW BELT Chorus singing several of Loton Willson's arrangements. The previous year's champs, the BLACK VELVET, then sang before presenting the gaboon to the new winners.


The CROSSTOWN EXCHANGE, featured quartet for the evening, announced that they were calling it quits. As the emcee pointed out at the end of the show, the beautiful performance they just put on makes it even harder to say goodbye to this great quartet.

PRIVATE 
Southeast Michigan Association of Chapters make big plans for Pine Knob Theater presenta​tion and 1981 international conventiontc  \l 3 "Southeast Michigan Association of Chapters make big plans for Pine Knob Theater presenta​tion and 1981 international convention"

Buoyed by their initial spectacular in the previous year (1979), the S.M.A.C. organization laid plans for an even more spectacular show scheduled for May 24 of 1980, and an even better show was produced. Special commendations in for the 1980 show went to Darl Wiley of Oakland County assisted by Roger Morris of Milford (promotion), to Phil Wright and Earl Berry of Detroit #1 (tickets, talent and miscellaneous), and to Thomas Hine, one of the original sparkplugs of S.M.A.C. who returned from Chicagoland, where he had been transferred, to direct the S.M.A.C. chorus. Quartets appearing on the big spectacular included our district champion GREAT LAKES EXPRESS, the SCHIZO-PHONICS from Chicago, and the CLASSIC COLLECTION from Colorado. Choruses participat​ing included the MOTOR CITY Chorus from Detroit #1, the LAKESHORE Chorus from Grosse Pointe, the WOLVERINE Chorus from Oakland County, the Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus, and a massed chorus of all S.M.A.C. chapters directed by Thom Hine. Overall, the talent performed well and the price of $4.50 in advance ($5 at the door) was well worth the price for such a great show.


A follow-up show was planned at Detroit's Hart plaza on Sunday, July 16, directed by Russ Seely of the Grosse Pointe Chapter. This was to be under the auspices of the Detroit Renaissance (a promotion of the City of Detroit), as part of their “Detroit is Song” music festival in the Civic Center on that Sunday preceding the Republican National convention, beginning July 14, 1980.


Plans were also being made by the S.M.A.C. organization to beef up their regular convention planning meetings, which would soon be upon the city in 1981. These meetings became more regular as the year progressed. The Detroit S.M.A.C. organization hadn't sponsored an international convention since 1953, and much had changed since that time as to schedules, etc. Bill Warner, the chairman of the convention for the S.M.A.C. organization, truly had his hands full in getting this planning endeavor underway. Fortunately he was ably assisted by some top notch talent such as Bob Miquelon, Earl Berry, Larry King, Clay Jones and many, many other top planners.

PRIVATE 
BOSTON COMMON, Scarborough's DUKES OF HARMONY win big at Salt Lake Citytc  \l 3 "BOSTON COMMON, Scarborough's DUKES OF HARMONY win big at Salt Lake City"

Few barbershop quartets in the world enjoy the popularity equal to that of the BOSTON COMMON. This quartet swept the feet off those in attendance at the Salt Palace in Salt Lake City for the international quartet contest held on July 11, 1980. Leading through all three contests, they wound up the champion​ship with a tremendous score of 4716 followed by the CHICAGO NEWS with a score of 4490. The third, fourth, and fifth place quartets included the ROAR​ING 20'S, the GRAND TRADITION, and the CLASSIC COLLEC​TION, in that order. Pioneer's representatives, the SOUNDS AROUND finished 23rd while the B & L EXCHANGE ended up in 47th position of the 48 quartets competing.


In the chorus contests, the Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus ended up in 14th position of the 16 choruses competing. The DUKES OF HARMO​NY from Scarborough, Ontario, came in first, outpointing the second place Alexandria, Virginia, HARMONIZERS by 44 points. Wayne had 59 men on stage in the contest, about 53 less than the winners. In fact it was quite interesting to see how the numbers finished in the overall total. The lowest six choruses, from tenth on down, all had 59 or less competitors on stage. The top four choruses in the contest staged 112, 118, 117, and 97 respectively. Does size have an effect on the contest? Judging from this contest, it certainly has some semblance of reality.

PRIVATE 
Jackson Chapter hosts fall convention on October 18, 1980tc  \l 3 "Jackson Chapter hosts fall convention on October 18, 1980"

In one of the closest chorus contests in a long time, the Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus under the direction of Clay Shumard eked out a slim eight-point victory over the Wayne WONDERLAND Chorus to take the contest and the right to represent the Pioneer District in Detroit the next July. It was truly one of the closest contests to be held in a long time. The Detroit #1 MOTOR CITY Chorus came in third, followed by the Oakland County WOLVERINE Chorus and the Grosse Pointe LAKESHORE Chorus in fourth and fifth place respective​ly. Other choruses competing included Huron Valley, Monroe, Lansing, Kalamazoo, Benton Harbor-St. Joseph, and Port Huron, from sixth to eleventh, respectively.


In the quartet competition, CENTER STAGE from the Huron Valley and Oakland County, Michigan, chapters (Wendell Pryor, tenor; Dennis Gore, Lead; Lee Hanson, bass, and Glenn Van Tassell, baritone) started its long journey of winning in the quartet arena by taking the Pioneer District quartet championship in their stride at Jackson, Michigan. Twelve other quartets vied for the crown also, but none were even close as the BLACK VELVET, SATURDAY NITE FEATURE, SOUNDS AROUND, CADENCE COUNTS, DUTCH MASTERS, the TUNESTERS UNION, and the SOUND AMBASSADORS rounded out the eight finalists. Quartets not qualifying in the top eight of the semi-finals round included A POSITIVE ENDEAVOR, THE VERY IDEA!, THE LONG AND SHORT OF IT, BLUE PLATE SPECIAL, and the MUSIC MAESTROS.

PRIVATE 
Logopedics Quartet Award establishedtc  \l 3 "Logopedics Quartet Award established"

Because of their interest in and commitment to our International Service Project, the GREAT LAKES EXPRESS quartet established a traveling quartet trophy. The trophy is to be awarded each year to the quartet in the Pioneer District that has contributed the greatest amount of money to Logopedics during the year. The name of the winning quartet will be inscribed on a plate on the trophy. The trophy will be presented to the winning quartet at the spring convention each year.

