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PRIVATE 
1951tc  \l 2 "1951"PRIVATE 

PRIVATE 
We took the lead in entertaining at veterans hospitals during the Korean Wartc  \l 3 "We took the lead in entertaining at veterans hospitals during the Korean War"

In April of 1951, the Michigan District took the initiative in organizing a committee to provide entertainment for wounded servicemen in our hospitals. With all the Michigan hospitals being reopened to receive the casualties of the Korean War, this was a big undertaking. Dr. M. J. Kennebeck, who had headed a similar committee during World War II and did such a splendid job, was reappointed as chairman of the District Veterans Entertainment Committee. Each chapter appointed a member to that committee in response to the worthy cause. However, even prior to the committee being formed, chapters were already busy entertain​ing. Dearborn had engaged in monthly entertainment programs for the Dearborn Veterans Hospital, and Grosse Pointe had provided numerous programs for the Marine Hospital. Kalamazoo sent quartets on a regular basis to Percy Jones Hospital. Local quartets continually entertained at these hospitals on a regular basis wherever they happened to be, especially in the Detroit area.

PRIVATE 
First upper peninsula district convention heldtc  \l 3 "First upper peninsula district convention held"

For the first and only time in the district's history, a contest and convention was held in the Upper Peninsula when the Sault Ste. Marie Chapter hosted the 1951 international preliminary and spring meeting on May 5, 1951. J. M. “Jack” Dollenmaier was elected president of the Michigan District. He had a long record of service to the Society. He was a past president of the Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Chapter and was general chairman of the international convention held there. Jack was the president of the Land O' Lakes District in 1946‑47, and became the first man to have held the presidency of two districts when he was elected at this meeting. Loton Willson and Harold Stark were elected vice presidents while Lou Harrington and Clarence Jalving were reelected secretary and treasurer respective​ly. Mark Roberts became the immediate past president.


The CLEF DWELLERS of Oakland County (with Ed Easley now singing baritone in place of Bill Johnston), the NOTE BLENDERS of Oakland County and the TUNE VENDORS of Dowagiac were the three quartets selected out of the nine competing in the preliminaries to represent the district in the international contest in Toledo on June 8‑9, 1951. The MERRI-MEN of Lansing were named as the alternate quartet. The former Michigan quartet THE ANTLERS, who were perennial contenders in prior years, apparently had moved south to warmer climes in Florida, as they qualified for the international contest in the Dixie District preliminaries.


In the international quartet contest held in Toledo on June 8‑10, 1951, the CLEF DWELLERS took the third place medal (their fourth medal in a row), the NOTE BLENDERS were finalists, and the TUNE VENDORS semi‑finalists. According to the “Harmonizer” report, the scoring was so close that an eye patch would have covered the difference between second and fifth place in the final accounting.

PRIVATE 
And we bid for another international conventiontc  \l 3 "And we bid for another international convention"

At the International Board meeting held in Toledo in conjunction with the contest, a delegation from the Detroit area led by Bill Favinger, immediate past president of the Metropolitan Detroit Association of Chapters and Edward S. Piggins, former secretary of the Detroit Chapter, presented the case for the city as the scene for the Society's 1953 gathering to the members of the International Board. Bids were received also from Grand Rapids, San Diego and Washington, D.C. Detroit was selected after balloting by the Board.


In other business affecting the district, the International Board elected unanimous​ly Edwin S. Smith of Wayne, Michigan, the first vice president, and International Secretary Adams was reelected for his tenth term. Cecil H. Fischer (term expiring June, 1953) and B. F. “Monty” Marsden (term expiring June, 1952) remained on the International Board as Michigan representatives.


One of the highlights of the quartet contest in Toledo was the joint Toledo–Metropolitan Detroit Chorus opening of the session. The combined chorus was under the direction of Tom Needham, and they wowed the audience.

PRIVATE 
Detroit celebrates “Barbershop Day” on 250th Anniversarytc  \l 3 "Detroit celebrates “Barbershop Day” on 250th Anniversary"

July 17, 1951, was set aside as Barbershop Day in connection with the City of Detroit's 250th Anniversary celebration. On that day, several quartets and the Metropolitan Detroit Chorus were featured in a program at Grand Circus Park and were well received. Soon after, the chorus made an appearance at the Remick Shell on Belle Isle with Margaret Whiting singing songs composed by her father, Dick Whiting.


The 1951 district quartet contest and meeting was held in Saginaw on October 13. Assembled for a run at the district championship were the TOWN CRIERS of Kalamazoo, Hudson TREBLE MAKERS, ESQUIRES of Lansing, MERRI-MEN of Lansing, the ROYAL OAK QUARTET, CROW‑MATIX, NIGHT HOWLS of Fenton, MEN OF ACHORD of Saginaw, OVERTONES of Benton Harbor, Muskegon FOUR-FATHERS, BEL-AIRES of Grosse Pointe, ROV-A-NOTES of Three Rivers and COUNTY SEATERS of Dowagiac. The MERRI-MEN of Lansing (Howard Hawkins, tenor; Dale Bullock, lead; Louis Bean, baritone; Douglas Stephens, bass) were named the new district champions. In second place was the BEL-AIRES of Grosse Pointe (Gordon Limburg, Robert Burrell, Richard Denbroeder and Ted Winship) and third place went to the CROW-MATIX (Warren, Dobb, Hollar, and Lund). The junior champs were the TOWN CRIERS of Kalamazoo (Louis Johnson, tenor; John Baker, lead; Earl Cook, bari; Ken Barrett, bass). The FOUR FATHERS of Muskegon (Cliff Van Riper, Mel Westerlind, Tom Damm, and Clarence Bristol) took novice honors. The TUNE VENDORS of Dowagiac were on hand to crown their successors at the finals.


In the meantime, our chapters were very active in 1951. Charlevoix completed another successful “Jamboree,” and the Dearborn Chapter continued to entertain an average of 200 wounded veterans every month. Muskegon sponsored a pro baseball game and turned over the proceeds to the Percy Jones Hospital and also engaged in inter‑chapter outdoor activities as well as hosting a group from the Milwaukee and Wauwatosa chapters, who journeyed to Muskegon on the steamer for an evening of harmony.


PRIVATE 
1952tc  \l 2 "1952"
PRIVATE 
Ringing in new resolutionstc  \l 3 "Ringing in new resolutions"

The International Board of Directors met in Toronto on January 13, and welcomed three new members to the Board including Gordon Grant from the Saginaw Chapter. Of importance to the district was the fact that a resolution was passed that all chapter officers were to be elected on May 1 instead of on July 1 as previously had been done. This was done to allow chapter officers to do a lot of preliminaries before they started into their official duties on July 1. The fiscal year of the chapter still ran from July 1 to June 30. Another item of importance was the decision that starting with the new fiscal year, July 1, 1952 ‑ June 30, 1953 all chapters must have a minimum of 20 members to retain a charter instead of 16 as in the past. New chapters, chartered after April 1, 1952 likewise must have a minimum of 20 members. The ramification of this decision was to have a great effect upon the Michigan District in later years, and on the whole Society as well.


The international preliminary contest and spring meeting was held in Mt. Clemens on April 26, 1952, and was sponsored by the East Detroit, Grosse Pointe, Hamtramck and Mt. Clemens chapters. The general chairman for this event was Ed Schwoppe, Michigan's first SPEBSQSA member. It was time to elect new district officers, and Howard Tubbs, charter member of our first chapter Detroit, was elected district president. Loton Willson of Boyne City and Rush Wyman of Lansing were elected vice presidents, and Lou Harrington and Clarence Jalving continued as secretary and treasurer respectively. J. M. “Jack” Dollenmaier was the immediate past president.


Only eight quartets competed in the contest, and the three qualifiers were the CROW-MATIX of Muskegon and two newcomers, the EXTENSION CHORDS of Grand Rapids (Helder, Lucas, Verduin and Hall) and the WOLVERINES of Dearborn (Al Rehkop, Joe Sipots, Ray Sipots and Bill Bond). The MERRI-MEN of Lansing were selected as the alternate quartet to the internation​al at Kansas City in June. Noticeably absent from the quartet competitors were the CLEF DWELLERS of Oakland County, four times international medalists previously. The CLEF DWELLERS decided not to compete in order to fly overseas to entertain troops in Germany, one of the four quartets selected by the Society to entertain troops overseas that year, including the SCHMITT BROTHERS, the BUFFALO BILLS and the CARDINALS. It was this decision that many knowledgeable barbershoppers felt kept the CLEF DWELLERS from becoming international champions. That was the year that the FOUR TEENS won the international title, and for the first time in history, Michigan failed to place a quartet in the international finals. We were not shut out, however, as our Edwin S. Smith of the Wayne Chapter was elected the international president.

PRIVATE 
Michigan's first chorus contesttc  \l 3 "Michigan's first chorus contest"

The first Michigan District chorus contest was held in Wright Park, Alma, Michigan, on Sunday, July 27, 1952, with Mark Roberts as general chairman. The Gratiot County Chapter was host to this historic event; and its committees provided everything necessary to make it a success, including perfect weather and a crowd of about 2,500 people. Prior to the contest, a committee composed of C.W. Coye, John Hill, Fran Hodgeboom and Tom Needham had drafted the rules for the contest, there being no international rules covering chorus contests at that time. With picnic baskets, kids, six‑packs and practicing groups everywhere, it all added up to a great day. As Mark Roberts so aptly described it, “It was summer; it was Michigan; it was barbershopping; it was terrific!” Howard Tubbs was the master of ceremonies and the all Michigan panel of judges consisted of Loton Willson, Rawley Hallman, Henry Schubert and Mark Roberts.


The Grand Rapids Chapter, with Fran Hodgeboom directing the 55-man GREAT LAKES Chorus, came prepared to overcome and they did with a fine perfor​mance. The Detroit PRECISIONAIRES, under the direction of Ed Easley, finished second. John Hill's CAPITOLAIRES from the Lansing Chapter wound up in third place and only six points behind Detroit in the final standings. Dowagiac, led by Tom Grove of TUNE VENDOR quartet fame, was fourth; and the newly organized Muskegon chorus, under the direction of Jimmy O'Toole, wound up in fifth spot. The other four, declared Chairman of Judges Mark Roberts, “tied” for sixth place. They were Holly‑Fenton, Andy Yalch director; Ionia, Stanley Knoll, director; Gratiot County, Chester Robinson, director; and Manistee, Roger Campbell, director. The people of Alma certainly enjoyed the contest; and as one non‑member put it, “I don't know what's going on except some singing, but this is the friendliest, happiest group of people I've seen.”

PRIVATE 
The trend toward chorus competition was growingtc  \l 3 "The trend toward chorus competition was growing"

The movement towards chorus competition was growing at a rapid pace throughout the Society. Michigan, of course, was no exception. The International Executive Committee, announced in late 1952 that a chorus contest would be held in conjunction with the 1953 international convention in Detroit. In the December 1952 “Harmonizer”, the details of the contest were laid out.

PRIVATE 
Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus wins!tc  \l 3 "Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus wins!"

One interesting fact is that the Board voted to make the title to be bestowed upon the winning chorus in that contest `1953 international convention championship chorus,' not `international chorus champion.' This may very well be the reason why many people in the Society thought that this was not truly a chorus contest; that it was strictly an experiment, and did not recognize the Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus, the winner in 1953 at Detroit, as our first international chorus champion. [I fail to see the distinction between this contest and our early quartet contests in terms of being the international champion. In the early quartet contests any quartet could enter, and the winners were truly crowned national or international champions. Why the International Executive Committee made this decision is unknown, but maybe they felt that they did not want this contest to detract from the international quartet contest. But, let's face it, despite the play on words, the Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus was truly the first international chorus champion!]

PRIVATE 
Another big Labor Day at Charlevoixtc  \l 3 "Another big Labor Day at Charlevoix"

Charlevoix continued to be the mecca that all barbershoppers were seeking over the Labor Day holidays as the tenth annual “Jamboree of Harmony” continued to draw outstanding talent to this beautiful area. A gala array of quartets, signed up by the committee headed by Jack N. Dollenmaier, included the MID STATES FOUR, past international champions and the RENEGADES of Palos Heights, Illinois. Other quartets accepting invitations included the MERRI-MEN from Lansing, the NOTE BLENDERS, the HOBBY CHORDS (Howard Tubbs' own quartet), the CROW-MATIX, the FOUR FATHERS, the WOLVERINES and Charlevoix's own SATURDAY NITERS. The Beach Hotel, one of Charlevoix's finest resort hostelries, was jam-packed with devotees of the sweet chords long before the festivities were slated to begin.

PRIVATE 
Other 1952 eventstc  \l 3 "Other 1952 events"

A big change occurred in August for the “Michigan Troubadour” which had, up until this time, been published on an 8 1/2" x 14" mimeographed form by District Secretary Lou Harrington. This was changed with the introduction of a full-fledged newspaper layout edited by a group of mostly newspaper publishers in the district. As Editor‑in‑chief, Roscoe D. Bennett of the Grand Rapids Press headed up a team which included Rush Wyman of Lansing as business manager, Art Editor Harold Reinhardt of St. Clair Shores, an Editorial Staff of Lyle Rapp, Kalamazoo Gazette, Des Armsby, Monitor-Leader, Mt. Clemens, and Wheeler Battdorf of the Sault Ste. Marie Evening News. Needless to say, the new format was exceptional and was full of articles about the chapters and the district. It was a tremendous step forward for the district in the field of communication which is so important.

PRIVATE 
ADVANCE \Y 163.80
ROSCOE D. BENNETT

1

As Mark Roberts aptly describes it: “Roscoe, one of the organizers of the Grand Rapids Chapter and the Michigan District, was a much respected, veteran newspaperman and sports editor of the Grand Rapids Press. He applied all his experience and skill to make the Troubadour the greatest source of barbershop information ever issued as a regular publication. He covered everything from news of international organization down to personal notes about Society members.


“His editorial comments covered the whole barbershop spectrum with the effect, sometimes, of leaving some readers seeing only one color of the spectrum—red! He was not fazed by those who might disagree with him on some controver​sial matter. Roscoe continued on as editor of the Troubadour until the 1961 Febru​ary-March issue, a nine-year span, when ill health caused his resig​nation as editor. We will never know how this dedicated man found the time to carry this particu​larly onerous burden for so long, but we do know that no Michigan man has contrib​uted more of his time and talents for the good of the district and the Society. Roscoe Bennett was a truly great barbershopper for whose services and labor of love we shall be eternally grateful.”
PRIVATE 
Detroit Chapter's annual Bob‑Lo Cruisetc  \l 3 "Detroit Chapter's annual Bob‑Lo Cruise"

The Detroit Chapter's eighth annual Bob‑Lo Boat Cruise was a success despite a heavy down​pour which failed to dampen the spirits of the more than 1500 barbershoppers and guests who embarked on the annual boat ride. The cruise had started in 1945, every year attracting a thousand or more barbershoppers and their guests. Always a popular summer event, the enjoyable ride on the Bob-Lo boat carried the harmony lovers up the Detroit River into Lake St. Clair. Two decks accommodated the vast crowds with stages on each deck for the quartets and choruses to perform. In 1952, among the many quartets who entertained were the CLEF DWELLERS, the OLD TIMERS, the WOLVERINES, the NOTE BLENDERS, the TWILIGHTERS, the HOBBY CHORD FOUR, the DEARBORNAIRES, the PITCH BLENDERS and the SHARP LIFTERS. Among the guest quartets acclaimed by the cruising crowd were the DEBONAIRES from Ann Arbor, the INTERNATIONALAIRES from Amhurstburg, Ontario and Redford, and the BARBERETTES, a well-known girls quartet. The Bob-Lo Cruise became a tradition in the Pioneer District, and ranked very high in the list of popular events which have transpired over the years in the district.

PRIVATE 
Manistee site of October 1952 conventiontc  \l 3 "Manistee site of October 1952 convention"

The Chippewa Hotel and the famous Ramsdell Theatre were the sites for the 1952 district convention and quartet contest held at Manistee on October 11, 1952. The quartets on hand were the FUN ADDICTS of Grand Rapids; Muskegon FOUR FATHERS; OVERTONES of Fruit Belt; HARMO-NOTES of Manistee; EXTENSION CHORDS of Grand Rapids: FOR-TUNE TELLERS of Jackson; TOWN CRIERS of Kalamazoo; WOLVERINES of Dearborn; COUNTY SEATERS of Dowagiac; CHORDINATORS of Grosse Pointe; SHARP LIFTERS of Detroit; CHIEFTAINS of Traverse City and the CHORDIALS of Lansing. The EXTENSION CHORDS of Grand Rapids (Sid Helder, tenor; Don Lucas, lead; Cal Verduin, baritone, and Don Hall, bass) were in great form and the choice of the judges as new district champions. Second place was taken by the WOLVERINES of Dearborn (Al Rehkop, tenor; Joe Sipots, lead; Ray Sipots, baritone, and Bill Bond, bass) and third place went to the TOWN CRIERS of Kalamazoo (Louis Johnston, tenor; John Baker, lead; Earl Cook, bari, and Ken Barrett, bass). The junior champs were the COUNTY SEATERS of Dowagiac (John Hayden, tenor; Phil Beardsley, lead; Richard Brown, bari, and Harold Cobb, bass). Crowned the novice champs were the SHARP LIFTERS of Detroit (Max Wilworth, tenor; Ralph Schirmer, lead; Harry Shumann, bari; and John Zinnikas, bass).


PRIVATE 
1953tc  \l 2 "1953"
PRIVATE 
1953 happeningstc  \l 3 "1953 happenings"

The midwinter convention was held in Boston on January 16, 1953, and under the tutelage of Wayne's Ed Smith as international president, some major organizational changes were implemented. A House of Delegates was instituted at the international level with each district president having a vote along with the international board members and all past presidents. The International Board was reduced in size from 30 members to 16 including the officers. All future legislation would become the responsibility of the new House of Delegates, and the Board would become an administrative body only. The idea behind all of this was to democratize the Society as well as to streamline the conduct of affairs.


At this meeting it was decided also to mail the Harmonizer to each member, assessing a $1 increase to each member's dues, which meant mailing lists would be a top priority of the international office. The dues were raised from $4 to $5 per year, with $1 rebated to the districts. With the upcoming international convention scheduled for Detroit on June 10‑14, 1953, and with the advent of a chorus contest, the decision was reached by the Board to move the contests which had been scheduled for the Grand Ballroom of the Sheraton Cadillac Hotel to the Masonic Auditorium. A resolution was also passed to insure that all members of a competing chorus were paid-up members of the chapter they represented, and that no member could sing in more than one chorus.


The Fruit Belt Chapter and Benton Harbor hosted the 1953 district convention and international preliminary quartet contest on May 2. New district officers elected at this meeting were Clarence Jalving of Holland, president; Loton Willson of Boyne City and Don Wright of Hudson, vice presidents; Lou Harrington, secretary, and Tom Grove of Dowagiac as treasurer. Qualifying to represent Michigan in the international quartet contest to be held in Detroit, were the ONCHORDS of Saginaw (Bill Ahrens, tenor; Earl Keith, lead; Ed Peitsch, bari, and Dick Lee, bass), the TOWN CRIERS of Kalamazoo (Johnston, Baker, Cook and Barrett) and the WOLVERINES of Dearborn. The CLEF DWELL​ERS, four-time medalist quartet, were unable to compete in this contest due to the hospitalization of their lead singer Duncan Hannah. District Secretary Harrington obtained a certificate exempting all chapters in the district from the payment of the 20 percent Federal tax on admission to parades, which is still applicable. Secretary Lou Harrington made the announcement to the House of Delegates that the membership in the district had dropped to 1,802 with the loss of seven chapters. Upon recommendation of President Tubbs, a motion was made and passed unanimously that the district be divided into 14 areas.

PRIVATE 
The district attracts its fourth international convention and contesttc  \l 3 "The district attracts its fourth international convention and contest"

The 1953 international convention and contests were held in Detroit on June 11‑14, 1953. The official sponsor of the convention was the Metropolitan Association of Chapters [the forerunner of our present Southeast Michigan Association of Chapters] with Seaborn Lawrence as general chairman and Lou Harrington as associate chairman. The international office staff and about 100 Detroit area barbershoppers worked diligently to make this convention an outstanding success. The headquarters hotel was the Sheraton Cadillac, with the contests taking place at the Masonic Temple. It was at this meeting that the international officers were informed that Carroll P. Adams was forced to resign his position as international secretary for health reasons. Bob Hafer, who had been working in the international headquarters in Detroit, was elevated to acting secretary in Adam's place. In the realignment of the International Board, Howard Tubbs of the Detroit Chapter was elected to a two‑year term.


The contests for the first time featured a chorus contest as well as quartet competition. Forty quartets representing all the districts were entered in addition to 18 choruses. Two choruses were entered from the Michigan District which included the GREAT LAKES Chorus from Grand Rapids under the direction of J. R. (Bob) Weaver and the Detroit PRECISIONAIRES under the direction of Ed Easley. Eighteen of the 40 quartets entered had never sung on the international stage before so there was a lot of new blood at this contest.


The VIKINGS of Rock Island, Illinois, were declared the quartet champions, followed by the FOUR CHORDERS from London, Ontario, the SING-COPATES from Appleton, Wisconsin, the ANTLERS from Miami, Florida [formerly from Michigan], and the STATESMEN from Sacramento, California. None of the Michigan quartet representatives made the finals.


Michigan came on strong when the Grand Rapids Chorus under Bob Weaver won the chorus championship in this, the first international chorus competition. The Detroit chorus competed and performed well. Grand Rapids had to be good to sing down 17 other groups from all over the country under the leadership of the Society's finest directors. The success of this first chorus competition convinced Society leaders that chorus competition at the international level was a desirable activity and it has continued ever since.

PRIVATE 
Other events of 1953tc  \l 3 "Other events of 1953"

The second Michigan District chorus contest was held at Wright Park in Alma on July 19, 1953. Choruses were entered from Ionia, Holly-Fenton, Dowagiac, Lansing, Holland, Muskegon, Gratiot County and Detroit. Fran Hodgeboom, who had directed the Grand Rapids Chorus to the district champion​ship the previous year, was now directing the Holland WINDMILL Chorus; and he brought the Dutchmen through with a first place finish. Detroit, with Ed Easley still at the helm, was second and Muskegon under Jim O'Toole was third. The rules at the time permitted both our first and second place choruses to compete at the international, and both Holland and Detroit appeared at Washington, D. C. in the 1954 international. The WINDMILL Chorus was dressed in traditional Dutch costumes complete with caps and wooden shoes. The large crowd of spectators was especially impressed with the costumed chorus. The costumes were loaned by the Holland Chamber of Commerce. The chorus won the championship with its presentation of two songs, “Breeze” and “Honey Man.” Judges based their decisions on harmony accuracy, voice expression, song arrangements, stage presence, balance and blend. Judges were Mark P. Roberts of Grosse Pointe, chairman, Edwin S. Smith of Wayne, Henry Schubert of Detroit, Loton V. Willson of Boyne City and Ed Gaikema of Grand Rapids. The theme of the day was “Keep America Singing,” the song written by Willis Diekema of Holland and now being used throughout the nation as an inspiration for the preservation of barbershop quartet singing. Director Hodgeboom led the mass combined choruses in singing the popular song, which at the time was being considered for the national theme song of the organization.

PRIVATE 
The International Chorus Trophy presentedtc  \l 3 "The International Chorus Trophy presented"

The Grand Rapids GREAT LAKES Chorus, which was crowned district chorus champions in 1952, and was the current international champion at the time, sang several selections under the direction of Bob Weaver. At this time, they were presented with a beautiful trophy designed by Ben Landino of the Grosse Pointe Chapter. As Mark Roberts has put it so aptly; “Sometime prior to the second Michigan District Chorus contest, I had asked Ben Landino, creator of the International Quartet Trophy, and a member of my chapter (Grosse Pointe), if he would make up a trophy for our Michigan chorus champions. I explained to Ben that we didn't need anything so elaborate as the International Quartet Trophy and he agreed and went to work. The trouble with Ben is that he doesn't understand mediocrity in handcrafting. What he brought to Alma indicated that he was only doodling and practicing when he made the Quartet Trophy. When the boys from the international office got a look at this beautiful creation, they insisted that it be donated to international for the International Chorus Trophy. This was done; and it is presently inscribed as the O.C. Cash Memorial Trophy, in honor of the Society's founder who had passed away on August 15, 1953. Later that year, Ben went to Grand Rapids and personally presented the trophy to the Grand Rapids Chorus, the first winner—a sort of all Michigan affair. In appreciation of what he had done, Ben's chapter, Grosse Pointe, made him a life member of the chapter._
PRIVATE 
The Charlevoix Labor Day weekend was ebbingtc  \l 3 "The Charlevoix Labor Day weekend was ebbing"

In spite of the fact that the Charlevoix chapter had disbanded, the famous Labor Day “Jamboree” founded by that group was continued over the holiday weekend through the enterprise of the Grosse Pointe Chapter. Not willing to give up this event as a SPEBSQSA gathering, a group of down-staters got together and decided to carry on as usual. There was a bit of nostalgia about it all. When Burt Escott, after whom the annual ball was named, arranged for accommodations, he decided upon the Stroud cabin layout as the home of the visitors. It was here that barbershoppers first assembled 11 years before when a group of Grand Rapids Chapter members, headed by the HARMONY HALLS, began the tradition of the Charlevoix Jamboree. The Grosse Pointers carried out the work much as it had always been done. Of course there was no public show; but members of the old chapter, plus some townspeople who liked the annual affair, gathered for a big sing and party Saturday night. On Sunday another tradition was preserved when the Grosse Pointers assembled in the park and sang. There was plenty of woodshedding everywhere.


The chapter members, who with their wives, made the trip were Burt Escott, Ray Gunn, Steve Rickel, Ken Smith, Clyde Centers, Jim Adams, Bud Shaughnessy, Ole Olson, Bob Collins, Herb Kiersey, Hal Reinhardt, Frank Kropp and Jim Davenport.

PRIVATE 
The fall district quartet contest at Lansingtc  \l 3 "The fall district quartet contest at Lansing"

With the 1953 international preliminary and the international convention over, the next big event on the agenda was the 1953 district meeting and quartet contest. Lansing was the scene for this event on October 16‑17, 1953, and John Hill and his cohorts from the Lansing Chapter were well prepared as hosts. Thirteen quartets showed up for the contest and after hearing the best offerings of the TOWN CRIERS, the PITCHBLENDAIRES of Detroit, FOUR STARS of Holland, FOR TUNE-TELLERS, the ONCHORDS, the WOLVERINES, the AIRE-TONICS of Muskegon, TONSIL BENDERS of Jackson, the CHORDIAL FOUR of Lansing, DEMONAIRES of Ann Arbor, the KEY WANDERERS of Hudson, the STARLINERS of Muskegon, and the MAKESHIFT FOUR of Gratiot County, the judges gave the nod to the WOLVERINES (Rehkop, Sipots, Sipots and Bond). Second place was taken by the ONCHORDS (Ahrens, Keith, Peitsch and Lee), and third place went to a new quartet, the AIRE-TONICS from Muskegon (Bill Wickstrom, tenor; Jerry Guimond, lead; Tom Damm, baritone, and Clare Bristol, bass). The FOR-TUNE TELLERS of Jackson (Cushman, Cushman, Queens and Knorpp) won the junior title and the PITCH​BLENDAIRES of Detroit (Jack Golding, tenor; Dale Clixby, bari; Don Golding, bass, and Tom Pollard, lead) were declared the novice champions for 1953.


PRIVATE 
1954tc  \l 2 "1954"
PRIVATE 
1954 began with debates and sagging membershiptc  \l 3 "1954 began with debates and sagging membership"

The Society's midwinter convention took place in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on January 15‑17, 1954, amid a cold wave which took temperatures to minus 23 degrees. Inside the Nicollet Hotel, however, it heated up as the Board changed the fiscal year so it would run from January 1 through December 31. At the same time, in order to make this change work, the dues-paying options were introduced, which involved six-month and eighteen-month options. At any rate, this change and the direct mailing of invoices to chapter members with explanations along with the changing of the 90-day late payment waiver to 30 days created quite a furor, particularly in the Michigan District. Bitter opposition to the proposals were voiced by the Dearborn and the Ann Arbor chapters, which, in the long run, were to no avail. This opposition carried over to the Michigan House of Delegates meeting, but after an extensive session was finally over, the only proposal passed by the assembled delegates was that membership cards of SPEBSQSA be changed as of Jan. 1, 1956, so as to designate the member's chapter affiliation and that space be provided thereon for the appropriate chapter officer's signature.


The annual meeting of the Michigan District was held on Sunday morning, May 16, 1954, at the University of Michigan Union in Ann Arbor. Secretary Lou Harrington reported that as of April 30, 1954, the district had 41 chapters and 1,717 members, a far cry from five to ten years before. The election of officers was held and Loton Willson of Boyne City was elected president; Don Wright of Hudson, first vice president; Seaborn Lawrence, second vice president; Tom Grove of Dowagiac, third vice president (a newly created position voted on at the previous meeting in Manistee on October 12, 1952); Jack Klaiber of Grand Rapids, treasurer, and Lou Harrington, secretary. Howard Tubbs of the Detroit Chapter then recommended, after considerable study by his committee, a two-percent sanction fee be put on chapter parades to help finance the district treasury. A motion was made and passed that a two-percent sanction fee on gross ticket sales of all chapter parades, shows and functions on which proceeds go to the chapter treasury, be enacted. It was felt that this was more than offset by the exemption from the 20 percent Federal tax on admissions obtained earlier. International President Berney Simner addressed the delegates as the keynote speaker.

PRIVATE 
Committee set up to bolster sagging membershiptc  \l 3 "Committee set up to bolster sagging membership"

Under the auspices of John Hill, a veteran Lansing Chapter member, a Study Committee was set up to begin work to plan ways and means to bolster the sagging membership of the Michigan District. “What we need, I feel, is a properly directed effort to find out what is wrong, why members have lost interest, and then find ways of getting them back, make them interested again and keep them that way. I want this committee to be made up of volunteers. I don't want them appointed”, Hill said, in making the proposal. Interesting, from an historical point of view, that this theme has been a perennial problem throughout the history of our Society; and it is a problem we are still faced with today.

PRIVATE 
Ann Arbor welcomed June international prelimi​nary contesttc  \l 3 "Ann Arbor welcomed June international prelimi​nary contest"

In the international preliminary contest held in Ann Arbor that weekend, eight quartets vied for the honor of representing the district at the upcoming internation​al contest to be held in Washington, D.C. on June 9‑12, 1954. The Michigan BEL‑AIRES of the Grosse Pointe and Northwest chapters (Gordon Limburg, tenor; Bob Burrell, lead; John Zinnikas, bass, and Dick Den Broeder, bari), the PITCHBLENDAIRES (Pollard, Clixby, Dan Golding, Don Golding) and the WOLVERINES (Al Rehkop, tenor; Joe Sipot, lead; Glen Van Tassell, bari, and Ray Sipot, bass) of the Detroit Chapter were chosen as the three representatives, with the ONCHORDS of Saginaw as alternates. Other quartets competing were the AIRE-TONICS of Muskegon, the MERRI-MEN of Lansing, the SOLI​TAIRES of Bay City and the DEBONAIRES from Ann Arbor. All of the competitors gave particular attention to costuming in both sessions. The lack of quartets was particularly disturbing to many observers at the time. The FOR-TUNE TELLERS of Jackson and the KEY WANDERERS of Hudson had signed up but failed to appear. The CLEF DWELLERS had announced earlier in the year that they were disbanding due to the pressure of business commit​ments, and in many people's minds, that left Michigan without a seasoned or viable quartet to take the international crown.

PRIVATE 
Detroit #1 Chapter sponsors first “Chorus College” for novice chorusestc  \l 3 "Detroit #1 Chapter sponsors first “Chorus College” for novice choruses"

A unique innovation sprouted with the “Chorus College” put on by the Detroit Chapter on May 24, 1954, for novice choruses. It was a contest followed by a clinic patterned after the successful quartet clinics that had been held in the Michigan District. The winner of the contest was Dearborn's Chapter chorus under the auspices of Arnie Oakman. A field of four competed, Northwest Detroit, East Detroit, and Jackson. Judges were Ed Smith, chairman, arrangement; John Hill, harmony accuracy; Mark Roberts, voice expression; Henry Schubert, stage presence; Bob Montgomery was secretary with Al Singer and Tom Needham as timers. Detroit's PRECISIONAIRES acted as hosts. Proceeds went to the Detroit chorus as an aid to their Washington expenses. Chuck Osburn was chairman and Howard Tubbs, master of ceremonies.


At the international convention and contests held in Washington, D.C. on June 9‑12, the Michigan quartets and two choruses were shutout of any medals. The chorus contest was won by the SINGING CAPITOL Chorus of Washing​ton, D.C. followed closely by Rudy Hart's MICHIGAN CITY Chorus of Michigan City, Indiana. In the quartet contest, the ORPHANS of Wichita, Kansas were winners of the international quartet championship for 1954.


One interesting incident occurred on Thursday evening, June 10, of the convention week. Hundreds of barbershoppers and their families were preparing to depart from the Hotel Statler for the Quartet Finals at Constitution Hall. A short while before, Lou Harrington, secretary of the Michigan District, was informed that the Eisenhowers were due to arrive at the hotel at 7:45 p.m. for a dinner meeting given by the Citizens for Eisenhower organization.


As the Harmonizer explained it, “Harrington, sensing that here was a striking opportunity for the President to meet barbershopping and for barber​shopping to meet the President, did some quick thinking. Lou hurriedly contacted Jerry Larkins, president of the Dearborn, Michigan Chapter, and Mike Egan, spokesman for the FOUR TEENS. Harrington asked Larkins to go upstairs into the mezzanine floor and there organize a barbershop chorus which would sing from the stairs and the mezzanine balcony overlooking the entrance below. Egan was given the job of organizing a barbershop group on the lobby floor. Warren “Buzz” Haeger, director of the Skokie Valley Chorus, was drafted to direct the giant assembly.


“Harrington, standing at the entrance, saw the Presidential party drive up outside with flags flying and sirens wailing. As President and Mrs. Eisenhower alighted from their automobile, a pitch pipe sounded. There was a sudden stillness. The huge plate glass doors opened and as the President and Mrs. Eisenhower stepped through the doorway, some 300 barbershoppers let loose with `Keep America Singing' in perfect pitch. The President stopped, bewildered. But Mrs. Eisenhower quickly smiled and the President immediately followed her example.


“There stood the Presidential pair, listening to barbershop harmony. As they remained motionless so did the rest of their party. Citizens for Eisenhower dignitaries, secret servicemen and presidential aides were all caught off guard. One aide stepped close to the President and asked if perhaps the party should proceed up the stairs to the important dinner meeting. The President replied graciously that no, he and Mrs. Eisenhower would wait here and listen until the song was finished. When the song ended the President and the First Lady, waved and moved upstairs.” A letter signed by President Eisenhower was later sent to Society thanking them for this presentation.

PRIVATE 
“Pitchblendaires” take district crown at Muskegontc  \l 3 "“Pitchblendaires” take district crown at Muskegon"

The Muskegon Chapter hosted the Michigan District contest on October 8‑10, 1954. The new district champs crowned were the PITCHBLENDAIRES from Detroit (J. Golding, Clixby, D. Golding and Pollard). Second place went to the ONCHORDS of Saginaw with the AIRE-TONICS of Muskegon taking third place. In the chorus contest, the Holland WINDMILL Chorus with Francis Hodgeboom directing took the district honors.


The district meeting adopted a resolution to set up a committee to adopt a district song, and the formation of six areas to produce barbershop functions. One of the small chapters in the district—Gratiot County—entered four quartets and a chorus in the contest.


At the end of December, 1954, the district membership count stood at 1645 members. Three chapters boasted over 100 members including Muskegon at 127, Detroit and Dearborn at 124 each.


PRIVATE 
1955tc  \l 2 "1955"
PRIVATE 
1955 turned out to be a busy yeartc  \l 3 "1955 turned out to be a busy year"

The midwinter convention was held in Louisville, Kentucky, on January 23‑25, 1955. At the board meeting, important rule changes were enacted which affected the chorus contests, as follows: 1) Limit of one competing chorus per district in the international contest, 2) Directors must belong to the Society, 3) No director may direct more than one chorus in the finals, 4) The minimum number of men in a competing chorus was reduced from twenty plus the director to twenty including the director. Other important changes involved the changing of the Chapter By‑Laws pertaining to the acceptance and/or suspension of chapter members. In addition, actions taken by the Board at this meeting called for the naming of a chief area governor to be in charge of all area governors in the district. This chief governor is to be named by the immediate past president, which at that juncture was Loton Willson who had refused to run for a second term. Other changes called for all district delegates to take their places after the spring regional meeting is concluded, rather than waiting until July 1. The personnel makeup of the district executive board was also changed under the new constitution providing that the chief area governor and the district editor shall take seats on the Board.


The Grand Rapids Chapter scored a big first on the Great Lakes Invitational Show on April 16, 1955, when they booked the CHORDETTES, one of the most famous feminine barbershop quartettes, along with the BUFFALO BILLS, the 1952 international champions. The CHORDETTES, who originated in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, hit the road to fame when they took their place before the microphone on Arthur Godfrey's Talent Scout Program. One of the girls was the daughter of the 1949 International President King Cole. They had appeared on the Great Lakes Invitational in 1947 before they became famous. Also appearing on this same show were the PITCHBLENDAIRES, the current district champs, and the MISSISSIPPI MISSES of Fort Madison, Iowa, the reigning queens of the Sweet Adelines. Grand Rapids had a tradition of putting on great Invitationals, back to the early Forties.

PRIVATE 
Gag rule imposed on district Troubadourtc  \l 3 "Gag rule imposed on district Troubadour"

One interesting aspect occurring during this period concerned the reporting of news coming out of international headquarters, which of course at that time was located in Detroit. As the Troubadour aptly describes it; “A gag and censorship upon information from international headquarters has been slapped upon district bulletin editors by the International Executive Board, it was revealed last week by Robert G. Hafer, international secretary.


“In a letter to the Michigan Troubadour, Hafer wrote, `this office has been instructed by the International Executive Committee to issue monthly releases to all district bulletin editors simultaneously and to refuse to issue news material to the editors individually between official publicity releases.


“According to Hafer's letter the reason for the gag rule was that a complaint had been made to the iIternational Public Relations Committee and also to the Executive Board that they felt it `unfair' that other district bulletins were being scooped by the Michigan Troubadour `because of its easy access to the international office.' The only way out, according to the thinking of the Public Relations Committee, was to deprive all district publications of access to information from the international office or to give it as they wrote and interpreted it.


“The Michigan Troubadour, immediately upon receipt of the Hafer letter, wrote a vigorous protest to Hafer for the attention of the Executive Board and asked that Michigan's representatives upon the Executive Board, Howard Tubbs, and Loton V. Willson, member of the House of Delegates, take up the case in the Louisville winter meeting. Troubadour Editor Roscoe D. Bennett and Associate Editor Jack Klaiber collaborated upon the protest to Hafer charging vigorously that the international was usurping the rights belonging to all members when it sought to deprive members of any information sought from international headquarters...the Troubadour takes pride in its `scoops' because it gave to the Michigan District information promptly that they would not otherwise have had...we are entitled to all the information at international headquarters and we are going to ask for it. Should there be refusals, of course, we will proceed to get the information from other sources or explain to our readers why it is not available and who is to blame.”
PRIVATE 
Muskegon Chapter sets recruitment recordtc  \l 3 "Muskegon Chapter sets recruitment record"

One other historic event happened in Muskegon in January when the Muskegon Chapter signed up 69 new members in one evening in the biggest recruitment campaign ever recorded. This huge input of membership skyrocketed the Muskegon chapter to 170 members, second in the nation at that time to Manhattan, N.Y., which had 218 members to lead the Society. [To my knowledge, this recruitment record still stands today. The Muskegon Chapter in the early Forties had over 300 members.]

PRIVATE 
Spring convention held in Detroittc  \l 3 "Spring convention held in Detroit"

The 1955 Michigan District convention and regional quartet contest was held in Detroit April 29‑30 with the headquarters at the Hotel Tuller. The preliminary semi-finals were held in the hotel on Saturday afternoon with the finals at the Art Institute on Saturday evening. In somewhat of a different fashion from previous years, committee meetings were held on Friday evening with the District House of Delegates meeting being held on Saturday morning. Lou Harrington was the general chairman for the event.


There were nine quartets in the actual competition, although a total of 16 had been entered. The three quartets which qualified included the WOLVERINES (Al Rehkop, tenor; Bob Craig, bari; Dick Florence, bass, and Joe Sipots, lead), the PITCHBLENDAIRES (J. Golding, D. Clixby, D. Golding, T. Pollard) and the TREBLEMAKERS (Ed Reddick, tenor; Bill Rowell, lead; Vic Van York, bass, and Glenn Van Tassell, bari). The AIRE-TONICS of Muskegon for a short time were included in the three winning places and were so announced. However, an error in final tabulations by the judges had misplaced the Muskegon group. The correction found the WOLVERINES in the top group and the AIRE-TONICS the alternate or fourth place finisher. Other quartets were the ONCHORDS of Saginaw, the TUNE GRINDERS, the AIRE-MEN, the NIGHT HAWKS of Detroit, and the METRO CHORDS of Grosse Pointe. The TUNE GRINDERS, recently organized by Howard Tubbs, and the AIRE-MEN by Carleton Scott, came out with old‑time costumes reminiscent of the old days. The checkered suits might have been tight fitting for the TUNE GRINDERS, but they were impressive. The AIRE-MEN dolled themselves up in a style of the older days of barbershopping and then sang their hearts out. They sang so enthusiastically that they wouldn't give up even when their time limit had expired, and the timekeepers were kept busy chalking up penalty moments. It had seemed they didn't care. They wanted to sing and they did. Incidentally, after the preliminaries, the Scott group hastily changed into some brilliant vests and then went around singing some more before the finals.

PRIVATE 
Lou Harrington elevated to district presidenttc  \l 3 "Lou Harrington elevated to district president"

After serving seven consecutive terms as secretary of the Michigan District, Louis R. Harrington was elevated to the district presidency at the annual election of officers. Loton Willson had previously declined the nomination because of the cost and time involved. Ray Leatz of the Fruit Belt Chapter, Halley Dion of Muskegon and Don Wright of Addison were elected vice presidents. Harrington's vacated secretary's post went to Seaborn Lawrence of Detroit and John W. Klaiber of Grand Rapids was reelected to the post of treasurer. Two other men named to the district Executive Board included Loton Willson as chief area counselor and Roscoe Bennett who was renamed as Troubadour editor. A new post of area counselor-at-large was created and Cecil H. Fischer of Grand Rapids was appointed to the post. Reappointed as area counselors were C. D. Sanborn, Gordon Grant, Peter V. Pell, Alvin Olson, and Wheeler Batdorff. New appointees included Ray McCalpin of Grosse Pointe, Barney Campbell of Wayne, E. L. Shantz of Fairview, William Chase of Traverse City, Stedman Rohn of Ludington, Robert Brown of Benton Harbor, John Comloquoy of Jackson, Dr. M. J. Kennebeck of Muskegon and Frank Brown of Lansing.


By action of the House of Delegates, three proposals were to be presented to the International Board when it met in Miami, Florida. The first involved abandoning the method of mailing out membership cards directly from the international office and return that formality to the chapter secretary; the second change would have each district have a degree of autonomy in the matter of fixing minimums for chapter memberships, and the third would be to simplify the selection of songs in “Songs for Men” book, substituting some of the `old chestnuts' for the newer and more difficult arrangements. Clarence Jalving, in proposing change two, commented: “The districts know their own personnel. That is, a chapter may fold because of weak leadership one year and then brighten under strong leadership the following year with some district help. I believe that each district could serve the international better if it were permitted to set its own minimums—with the approval of the international of course—and then maintain those minimums. It isn't good to see this increasing number of forfeited charters just because some chapter may miss by three or four or even a half‑dozen members in a period of depression.” The required membership at that time was twenty members or the chapter charter was revoked.

PRIVATE 
Michigan places three quartets in finals at Miami international contesttc  \l 3 "Michigan places three quartets in finals at Miami international contest"

Thrilling the throngs of Michiganders in the audience at Miami, Florida, on June 16‑19, 1955, the WOLVERINES, the PITCHBLENDAIRES and the TREBLE​MAKERS of Detroit, Michigan's three representatives in the inter​national quartet contest of SPEBSQSA, survived the semi-finals and reached the final round of fifteen. It was the first time in three years that Michigan was represented in the finals. The contest was won by the FOUR HEARSEMEN of Amarillo, Texas, with the CONFEDERATES of Memphis, Tennessee, in second place.


There were 11 choruses in the international contest that year, but the Michigan District was not represented. The GREAT LAKES Chorus of Grand Rapids, the current champion, could not make the trip. Holland's WINDMILL chorus, next in line, also found it impossible to attend as did the PORT CITY Chorus of Muskegon, which was next in line. The international chorus contest was won by the Janesville, Wisconsin, chorus, [my first chapter, incidentally] with Michigan City, Indiana, in second place.


Mark P. Roberts, a member of the Grosse Pointe Chapter, was elected to the post of international treasurer at this convention, which gave Michigan at least one seat on the International Executive Board. The term of Howard Tubbs had expired on June 30, so the district maintained at least one seat. Lou Harrington, the district president, was a member of the International's House of Delegates, which was the Society's legislative body. Newly elected International President Arthur A. Merrill, of Schenectady, New York, appointed the following Michigan men to serve on committees, including: Willis A. Diekema, William Bond, John M. Hill, Edwin S. Smith, Mark Roberts and Duncan Hannah. George O'Brien of Saginaw continued in his position as chairman of the Old Songs Committee, a post he held for many years prior. At the board meeting, all of the Michigan proposals mentioned earlier were turned down.

PRIVATE 
“Song of the Year” started in Michigantc  \l 3 "“Song of the Year” started in Michigan"

In 1954 the district had begun the selection of a “Song of the Year” to be sung by the Michigan District. John Hill, chairman of the Long-Range Planning Committee, under whose jurisdiction comes the selection of the song, had selected “Son of the Sea” for 1954; and in 1955 it was announced that “Mandy Lee” would be the song selected for 1955. It was successful in 1954, and although everybody didn't exactly know every note, a vast majority did, so that whenever a gang sing or an improvised quartet popped up its strains were sung.

PRIVATE 
Fall contest a dillytc  \l 3 "Fall contest a dilly"

In one of the most spirited contests in the history of the district, the TREBLE MAKERS of Detroit (Bill Rowell, lead; Ed Reddick, tenor; Glen Van Tassell, bari, and Vic Van York, bass) were established as champions of the Michigan District for the 1955‑56 term in the district quartet and chorus contest held at Jackson on October 21‑23, 1955. Sharing top honors with the youthful Detroit four was the GREAT LAKES Chorus of Grand Rapids edging out Michigan's best for the state championship and the right to represent the district in the international to be held in Minneapolis in June of 1956. Bob Weaver directed the chorus of 60 singing “Son of the Sea” and “I'll Take You Home Again, Kathleen.”


In the quartet contest, finishing second, after the results had been erroneously announced, were the ONCHORDS of Saginaw followed by the FOR-TUNE TELLERS of Jackson. During the excitement of the contest and the announce​ment of the winners, the Jackson four were announced as second place winners and given the second place tokens. A subsequent check made at international headquarters, disclosed that someone had goofed again, making a ten- point error in the net score which switched things. The new tabulations found the ONCHOR​DS in second position and the FOR-TUNE TELLERS third. The ONCHORDS, Saginaw's hardest workers, refused to permit an exchange of trophies and announced as far as they were concerned, the results would stand as originally announced. The TUNE GRINDERS of Detroit (Ralph Schirmer, tenor; Jay Smith, lead; Joe Jones, bari, and Howard Tubbs, bass) won the junior championship, and the BEACONAIRES of Muskegon (Dr. Paul Borton, tenor; Al Burgess, lead; Bob Van Bogelon, bari, and Louis Seguin, bass) took the novice crown.


The chorus contest was close and spirited. The WINDMILL Chorus of Holland with Francis Hodgeboom directing, took second place, followed by the PORT CITY Chorus of Muskegon. Other choruses competing were Dowagiac, directed by Tom Grove, the Kalamazoo Chorus under J. E. Rednick and the Jackson Chorus directed by George Cripps.


In other events occurring that year was the announcement that two of the Michigan finalist quartets at Miami, the PITCHBLENDAIRES and the WOLVERINES, were disbanding due to lack of time from business affairs. The Michigan District and the Detroit Metropolitan Association of Chapters were making plans to bid to hold both the 1958 and 1959 international conventions in Detroit, the bids to be submitted at the midwinter convention in Denver in 1956. Bill Bond, the president of the Detroit Chapter, carried the invitations to Denver.


C. D. (Chase) Sanborn of Pontiac was named as the Area Counselor of the Year for his outstanding work during 1954‑55 as the head of Area 3. Loton Willson made the presentation at the district meeting in Jackson. Sanborn was the first recipient of this award; and the award is still presented annually to the outstanding area counselor, which today bears the name “Chase D. Sanborn Area Counselor of the Year” Award in his honor.

